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Talk To The Hand 
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 RBL Antwerp Branch HELP LINE:  0468 359 792 
Mary Ann Marinus. 

If someone is ill, or needs a visit, please DO call. 

By Jean Dandois and  
Robert Boyle 11 
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EDITORIAL 
Dear Reader 

You must feel the same as I do regarding time: it goes so quickly, 
so too quickly … It really does not seem a year ago that I wished 
you a lovely summer and yet here I am doing it again.  
I hope this Newsletter will provide you with information about coming 
and past activities and some perhaps interesting facts from history. 
Please do not forget to register in time for the upcoming Main Events 
(Great Pilgrimage 90 and our annual Tank Ceremony (this year on 
9 September).  
Also, I would like to remind you that we have a new bank account: 
RBL is the holder, the number is BE53 9730 0871 2553. 
And finally, as food for thought these summer months, I send you a 
picture I took in the streets of Dover (yes, there again) which reads:  

They  mingle  not  with  their  laughing  comrades  again. 
They sit no more at familiar tables of home. They have 
no lot in the labour of the day-time. They sleep beyond 
England’s foam. 

 

Marc Tulfer 
Newsletter Editor 
trblantwerpnews@gmail.com  

By Phil Shaw 7 

RBL Annual  
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6 Ceremony and Lunch 
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A Place Called 
Bizonia 

… of course you know it 
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OCCUPATION ZONES OF GERMANY 

SOURCE: WIKIPEDIA; ENCYCLOPAEDIA 

BRITANNICA: 
 
 

July 

21-07  ABCA BBQ Linkeroever See ABCA website or Newsletter 

August 

8-08 10.00 TRBL Our Boys on Parade Ypres - Ieper All are Welcome! See page 4!!! 

26-08  ABCA Mussels Lunch  See ABCA website or Newsletter 

September 

1-09  TRBL Liberation of Boom Klein Willebroek TBC 

9-09  TRBL Tank Ceremony Cromwell Tank See page 6 

9-09  TRBL Tank Ceremony LUNCH Fort 6 See page 6 

8+9 - 09  Antwerp Liberation weekend Antwerp Grote Markt  

15-16-17 21-22-23 BATS Variety Show Paardenmarkt 111 See BATS Website 

October and Later 

27-10 11.00 TRBL Poppy Lunch + AGM De Basiliek Edegem Exceptionally on a SATURDAY! 

03-11  TRBL Poppy Appeal Antwerp Meir Please contact Lynne Marinus  

11-11  TRBL Remembrance Sunday St Boniface  

9-12 12.30 TRBL Christmas Lunch De Basiliek Edegem  

16-12  ABCA Christmas Lunch  See ABCA website or Newsletter 

Diary Dates 2016 Diary Dates 

NOTE: ALTHOUGH WE DO OUR BEST WITH ACCURACY , THINGS DO CHANGE. SO PLEASE CHECK WITH THE RELEVANT ASSOCIATION IN CASE 

OF AMENDMENTS . WE WILL POST ANY UPDATES IN FUTURE NEWSLETTERS OF COURSE. DO YOU KNOW OF AN EVENT THAT OUR MEMBERS 

MIGHT BE INTERESTED IN? DROP A LINE TO THE EDITOR WITH DETAILS AND HE WILL TRY TO INCLUDE IT . 

 

A Place Called Bizonia 

Have you ever heard of this name? If you remember the latter part of the 40’s  
you may have. 
The  Bizone  or  Bizonia  was  the  combination  of  the  American  and  the  British 
occupation zones in 1947 during the occupation of Germany after World War II. With 
the addition of the French occupation zone on 1 June 1948 the entity became the 
Trizone  ,  sometimes  jokingly  called    Trizonesia,  as,  for  example,  in  a  well-known 
Carnival song from that time, the barely uplifting Trizonesien-Song.  

We are the natives of Trizonesia, 
Hi-di-chimmela-chimmela-chimmela-chimmela-boom! 
We have little maids with fiery wild personalities, 
Hi-di-chimmela-chimmela-chimmela-chimmela-boom! 
We don't eat people, but we do kiss better. 
We are the natives of Trizonesia, 
Hi-di-chimmela-chimmela-chimmela-chimmela-boom! 

Later,  on  23  May  1949,  the  Trizone  became  the  Federal  Republic  of  Germany, 
commonly known then as West Germany.  
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Singing Their Own Lyrics (5)  

 

Great Pilgrimage 90 

The  Royal  British  Legion  is  recreating  its  1928 
pilgrimage to World War One battlefields for 
thousands of Legion members. 

Over two days, attendees will visit battlefield 
memorial  sites,  trenches  and  cemeteries.  On  8 
August, attendees will take part in a parade to the 
Menin Gate, where a wreath from each branch will 
be placed on the memorial. A march past will then 
take place, observed by civic and military guests 
from the UK, Europe and Commonwealth 
countries. 

Following the service, members will join 
spectators in the Great Square for an afternoon of 
comradeship with exhibitions and musical 
performances. 

RBL Antwerp will attend 8 August! 

More information: Bob Chambers 

Joe Soap’s Army  
Tune:- Onward Christian Soldiers 
 
Forward Joe Soap’s army 
Marching without fear 
With our brave commander  
Safely in the rear. 
He boasts and skits from morn till night  
And thinks he’s very brave but the men  
Who really did the job 
Are dead and in their grave 
Forward Joe Soap’s army  
Marching without fear  
And our brave commander 
Safely in the rear. 
 

See more at: 
http://www.westernfrontassociation.
com/great-war-people/brothers-
arms/372-songs-
war.html#sthash.i6qDphYg.dpuf  
 

"Joe  Soap"  is  British  rhyming  slang 
denoting a foolish stooge or 
scapegoat, Joe being an ordinary 
person,  with  Soap  as  a  rhyme  for 
dope. 

My dear old mother would occasionally 
use the expression Who do you think I 
am, Joe Soap? 

DID YOU KNOW … 

Bistros likely 

developed  out  of  the  basement  kitchens  of  Parisian 
apartments where tenants paid for both room and board. 
Landlords  could  supplement  their  income  by  opening 
their  kitchen  to  the  paying  public.  Menus  were  built 
around  foods  that  were  simple,  could  be  prepared  in 
quantity and would keep over time. Wine and coffee were 
also served. 
The  word  derived  from  the  Russian  bystro  (быстро), 
"quickly". It entered the French language during the Battle 
of  Paris  (1814).  Russian  officers  or  cossacks  who 

wanted to be served quickly would shout "bystro." 
Whether this explanation is correct cannot be proven – 
some historians say the word did not exist until the 1890’s 
… However, se non è vero, è ben trovato! 
 
PLAQUE ABOUT THE LEGEND OF THE ORIGIN OF THE WORD "BISTRO" 

AT 6, PLACE DU TERTRE, PARIS 

Important! 
New Bank Details of TRBL Antwerp Branch 

BE53 9730 0871 2553 
Account Holder: RBL 
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Razzle Dazzle 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

HMS President, painted by Tobias Rehberger in 2014 to commemorate the use of dazzle in World War I 

Called  Dazzle  Camouflage,  or  in  the  US  also  Razzle 
Dazzle,  the  idea  was  to  cover  ships  in  psychedelic 
designs  that  made  it  nearly  impossible  for  an  enemy 
spotter to determine speed, distance, and type of craft 
when spying the ships. Try to stare hard at one of these 
as if through a periscope -- your brain will start to hurt! 
The camouflage saw widespread use during World War I 
and (to a lesser degree) World War II. It is credited to the 
marine artist Norman Wilkinson. 
Each ship's dazzle pattern was unique to avoid making 
classes of ships instantly recognisable to the enemy. 

The British zoologist John Graham 
Kerr proposed the application of 
camouflage to British warships in the 
First World War, outlining what he 
believed to be the applicable principle, 
disruptive camouflage, in a letter to 
Winston Churchill in 1914 explaining 
the goal was to confuse, not to conceal, 
by disrupting a ship's outline. Kerr 
compared the effect to that created by 
the patterns on a series of land animals, 
the giraffe, zebra and jaguar. 
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Desperately Seeking … 
You may have noticed that our website desperately 
needs a webmaster. Sadly, our good friend Steven 
Marinus can no longer take care of this so we are 
looking for a member who is willing to take over his 
work. It does not involve creating a new format, just 
uploading and updating information you will receive 
from members of the committee. 
Pease,  when  interested,  contact  Chairman  Sid 
asap (see last page for his details). 

Thank you!!! 
 

 

Tate  Britain is  inviting  members  of  the  armed  forces 
and veterans to view for free an exhibition on art created 
in the aftermath of the first world war – however, they may 
find  the  experiences  and  emotions  recorded  almost  a 
century ago disquietingly close to their own. 
5 June – 23 September 2018 

Extremely Interesting Site 
Bravery on the beaches: Allied invasion is 
brought to life in colour to commemorate the 
74th anniversary of the D-Day invasion with 
iconic photos of troops storming beaches on 
D-Day and preparing for invasion visible in 
colour for first time 

They include shots of the massive Allied 
armada arriving in Normandy to retake France 
form the Germans 

SOURCE: MAILONLINE (SUGGESTED BY PHIL SHAW) 

Go to: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-
5806967/Allied-troops-storm-beaches-D-Day-invasion-
brought-life-colour.html?ito=email_share_article-top 

TANK CEREMONY 
9 September 2018 

Location 
Jan Van Rijswijcklaan opposite the Expo Building.  
If at all possible, we strongly recommend that you 
use public transport to get there.  Trams 2 and 6 or 
Bus 22 stop at the location. 
Timing 
All are to be seated by 09:50 on Sunday 9 Sep 18. 
Parking 
Parking is available in the car park next to the 
Tank Location.  Access is from the Camile 
Huysmanslaan, turn into the Jan Baptist 
Verlooystraat and then into the Eric Sasselaan. 

 

  

 TANK CEREMONY  
LUNCH 

 
9 September 2018 
Para Commando Club Edegem 
Edegemsesteenweg 100 
2610 Wilrijk (approx. 5 km from the Tank) 
 
Reception and Lunch (aperitif, vol-au-vent, cream 
of celery soup, porc-provençal, seasonal vegetables, 
tart and water wine and coffee included) 
Price € 40 p.p. 
Pay to our new number! 
BE53 9730 0871 2553 
Details: Name + Number of participants + “Tank 
Ceremony Lunch) 
 
For more information:  
Call: Steve Cook: 0496 99 56 29 or Martin 
Southam: 03 295 00 76 Or E-mail: 
martin.southam1@skynet.be  
Reservations and payments must be made 
by Friday 31 Aug 2018 
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This year’s Conference took place on 19 and 20 May at the Waterfront 
Hall, Belfast, Northern Ireland. Together with our President Bob 
Chambers, Welfare Secretary Maryann Marinus, Secretary Andre 
Bertels  and  Standard  Bearer  Sven  Kerremans,  I  attended  as  official 
Antwerp Delegate. 

Before the Conference proper, there was an Overseas Forum on Friday 
18  May.  This  was  attended  by  delegates  from  non-UK  branches, 
including Antwerp, Ieper and a large number from Germany as well as 
Spain,  Malta  and  others.  The  presiding  Panel  from The  Royal  British 
Legion (TRBL) HQ answered  a  good  number of questions relating to 
membership and particularly the new data protection legislation, GDPR, 
which came into force on 25 May. This legislation has an effect on how 
we maintain our records and what we may and may not do in the future. 
Separate information will be circulated to members about this, as necessary. 

The Conference was opened on the Saturday by the National President, Air Marshal David Walker, and was subsequently 
chaired by the National Chairman, Terry Whittles in front of some 240 Delegates from all parts of the United Kingdom, 
Europe and elsewhere. Tributes were paid to the excellent work that Branches do to recruit and retain members, and for 
the sterling work done in raising funds through the Poppy Appeal. Mention was made of the upcoming Great Pilgrimage 90 
on 8 August 2018, (which will celebrate 90 years since the first Great Pilgrimage in 1928 when veterans and war widows 
visited the WW1 battlefields before marching to the Menin Gate in Ieper).  

TRBL currently has around 235,000 members worldwide, with assets of GBP 352 million. 

There were a number of guest speakers during the Conference, including the Dominion President of the Royal Canadian 
Legion, who gave an account of the work they do and the similar problems they have in Canada in recruiting and retaining 
members. But probably the most moving address, and this was confirmed by the standing ovation she was given at the end, 
came from Brenda Hale. We rightly remember those who gave their lives in the two World Wars, but there have been 
subsequent conflicts where our armed forces have made the ultimate sacrifice. Brenda is the widow of Captain Mark Hale 
who was injured in Afghanistan in 2009, after an IED was triggered and exploded. He subsequently died of his injuries and 
was the longest serving soldier to be killed in action during the Afghanistan conflict. Her description of how she had to cope 
bringing up two  young daughters  without the  husband she loved, brought  tears to the eyes of virtually all those in the 
audience.  She  has  written  a  book  ‘I  Married  A  Soldier’,  which  describes  her  experiences.  Other  events  included  the 
Presentation of Cups and Awards (where the Ieper branch won two, including the largest Poppy Appeal increase over the 
previous year) and the Standard Bearers Competition – three ‘terrifying’ judges inspected standard bearers from all over 
the UK who were required to go through several moves. 

The Memorial Parade on the Sunday saw a march from the Waterfront Hall to Belfast City Hall for wreath laying and Last 
Post/Reveille being sounded. Led by the Regimental Band of the Royal Irish and the Bugles and Pipes of the Second Royal 
Irish, Standard Bearers from many of TRBL Branches present together with various dignitaries marched proudly to the City 
Hall. A marvellous ceremony. The Conference ended with the Service of Remembrance, led by The Right Reverend James 
Newcome, TRBL National Chaplain. Favourite hymns were sung and prayers offered to the fallen. It was a fine ending to 
the Annual Conference. 

One thing that struck me as I talked to other delegates from Branches around the United Kingdom, is how few members 
some of them have. Mention was made of 5 or 10, once as few as 3. But they still keep 
going, which is what The Royal British Legion is all about. 

PHOTO: THE LEGION RIDERS IN BELFAST 

  

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2018 by Phil Shaw 
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Travelling back from the UK, you have 
a few hours to kill before boarding 
your ferry or your train…  

 

Why not stop those couple of hours in Folkestone and 
visit the “Leas Promenade”?  

Folkestone played a crucial role in the First World War as a communications hub for the Western Front. The town was 
transformed by the arrival of contingents from across the British Empire and beyond, witnessed an influx of Belgian refugees, 
hosted a huge Canadian encampment, was home to Chinese Labourers, and was the site of an allied intelligence centre. 
The  Promenade  depicts  all  this  in  a  series  of  plaques,  a  Memorial  Arch,  music  from  the  period  and  explanations  via 
loudspeakers. The fence along the Promenade is decorated with knitted poppies made by locals. From there take the lift 
down to the Beach for an intake of fresh sea air. 
The Leas Promenade is bordered by quite a few small hotels and B&B’s. 
Ideal  if  you  do  not  fancy  to  go  on  the  ferry  straight  away.  Oh,  and  … 
excellent restaurants nearby. 

 

Folkestone: Leas Promenade 

Did You Know?  
The "D" in 'D Day' (WWII D-Day Invasion) stood for "day" and 
was  a  unit  of  counting  operational  time  in  case  the  schedule 
changed. D / D+1 / D+2 / D+3 / D+4 etc.  
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Jan-Baptist PEERS 
Born In Leopoldsburg 1.12.1924 
Died in Bonheiden 06.02.2018 

Kapitein-commandant TTr o.r. in the Belgian Army 
Officier in de Kroonorde 

Ridder in de Leopoldsorde 
Militair kruis 1ste klas 

Vrijwilligersmedaille 1940-45 
Erekruis 2de klasse voor militaire dienst in het buitenland 

The Irish Cross (Northern Ireland) 
en drager van talrijke andere militaire eretekens 

 
He will be sadly missed 

  

A Place called Bizonia 

 

In Remembrance 

Have you ever heard of this name? If you remember the latter part of the 40’s you 
may have. 

The  Bizone  or  Bizonia  was  the  combination  of  the  American  and  the  British 
occupation zones in 1947 during the occupation of Germany after World War II. 
With the addition of the French occupation zone on 1 June 1948 the entity became 
the Trizone , sometimes jokingly called  Trizonesia, as, for example, in a well-known 
Carnival song from that time, the barely uplifting Trizonesien-Song.  

We are the natives of Trizonesia, 
Hi-di-chimmela-chimmela-chimmela-chimmela-boom! 
We have little maids with fiery wild personalities, 
Hi-di-chimmela-chimmela-chimmela-chimmela-boom! 
We don't eat people, but we do kiss better. 
We are the natives of Trizonesia, 
Hi-di-chimmela-chimmela-chimmela-chimmela-boom! 
Later, on 23 May 1949, the Trizone became the Federal Republic of Germany, 
commonly known as West Germany.  

SOURCE: WIKIPEDIA; ENCYCLOPAEDIA BRITANNICA: 

OCCUPATION ZONES OF GERMANY 

 

The term "whole 9 yards" came from WWII fighter pilots in the South Pacific. When arming their airplanes 
on the ground, the .50 calibre machine gun ammo belts measured exactly 27 feet (or 9 yards). If the pilots 
fired all their ammo at a target, it got the "whole 9 yards."  

Recently,  researchers  have  claimed  that  honeybees  could  replace  dogs  as  being  instrumental  in  the 
detection  of  landmines.  Honeybees  have  a  sense  smell  that  is  near-perfect,  like  dogs,  and  can  scent 
trinitrotoluene (otherwise known as TNT). HTTP://NEWS.SKY.COM/STORY/1092705/HONEYBEES-MAY-HELP-
SEARCH-FOR-LANDMINES  

 

Did You Know 
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Appeasement  was  a  policy  put  in  place  by  Neville  Chamberlain,  the  British  Prime 
Minister, to try to avert war. His theory was that trying to prevent Germany from getting 
what it wanted would cause more harm than good in the long run. Therefore, Britain’s 
official foreign policy would be that they would fulfil Germany’s wishes, “provided they 
appeared  legitimate  and  were  not  enforced  with  violence,”  (described  in  German 
newspaper Der Spiegel). Chamberlain was aware that the British Empire’s resources 
were limited and that they didn’t really have the power to stop Hitler, so cooperating 
with him seemed like the better option. However, as anyone who’s dealt with a spoiled 
child will know, giving them what they want doesn’t solve the problem. Hitler demanded the right to expand Germany into 
the neighbouring Sudetenland, violating the non-military policies in the Treaty of Versailles. When Hitler saw that he could 
do that without punishment, it was just a small step to expanding into Czechoslovakia and Poland. The appeasement policy 
came from a genuine attempt to prevent another mass slaughter like the one that Europe had suffered in World War One. 
However, when Chamberlain let Hitler get away with breaking the terms of the Treaty, it only bolstered Hitler’s confidence. 
Instead of becoming satisfied, he just became more confident that he could get away with anything.  

What was the shoulder patch US Army 45th in WW2? 

The swastika motif is found in some traditional Native American art and iconography. 
Historically, the design has been found in excavations of Mississippian-era sites in 
the Ohio and Mississippi River valleys, and on objects associated with the South-
eastern Ceremonial Complex (S.E.C.C.). It is also widely used by a number of South-
western  tribes,  most  notably  the  Navajo,  and  plains  nations  such  as  the  Dakota. 
Among  various  tribes,  the  swastika  carries  different  meanings.  To  the  Hopi  it 
represents the wandering Hopi clan; to the Navajo it is one symbol for the whirling 
log (tsil no'oli), a sacred image representing a legend that is used in healing rituals.  
The symbol for the 45th Infantry Division of the United States Army was a red diamond with a yellow swastika, a tribute to 
the large Native American population in the southwestern United States. 
The swastika was adopted by several organizations in pre–World War I Europe and later, and most notably, by the Nazi 
Party and Nazi Germany prior to World War II. It was used by the Nazi Party to symbolize German nationalistic pride. To 
Jews and the enemies of Nazi Germany, it became a symbol of antisemitism and terror. In many Western countries, the 
swastika is viewed as a symbol of racial supremacy and intimidation because of its association with Nazism. 

SOURCES: SHOCKING UNKNOWN FACTS: SHOCKING UNKNOWN FACTS YOU DIDN’T KNOW ABOUT (ADAM ANDERSON) AND WIKIPEDIA 
 

Most regiments of the British army routinely wore red coats well into 
the 19th century. Its distinctive colour was a liability in wars against 
guerrillas such as the  Boers or America’s revolutionaries. These 
skilled  hunters  and  sharpshooters,  fighting  in  their  own  familiar 
country, had no trouble spotting their conspicuously attired enemy, 
and could pretty much pick off individuals at will. In India, soldiers 
wore khaki for some purposes, but the War Office in London was 
slow to abandon the traditional red costume altogether.  

The last campaign in which British soldiers went into battle wearing 
red was General Gordon’s Khartoum expedition of 1884. Scarlet jackets are still worn on ceremonial occasions by the 
regiments of the Life Guards and the Foot Guards.  

SOURCE: THE AMAZING & EXTRAORDINARY FACTS -BRITISH AT WAR (EDITORS OF DAVID & CHARLES) 

Appeasement 

 

Swastika … 

 

The Last of the Red Coats 
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On the 13th of May we had the honour of 
attending a remembrance parade where 
allied planes had crashed near the town 
of Gierle. Three bombers, American  B-
24 Consolidated Liberator, (9 May 1944), 
from  787  Bomb  squadron,  RAF  Halifax 
from  578  Squadron  and  Lancaster  (11 
September  1944)  and  a  P-51  Mustang 

fighter plane. The bomber planes were on their return flights after a bombing campaign and were struck down by German fighter 
planes and   flack fire. The mission of the P-51 fighter plane is to this day still unknown. Four survivors of the first aircraft American 
Liberator were taken prisoner. 
The Halifax plane was hit in the left wing and both engines fell silent...the Pilot Wood had to use all his power not too lose control 
and managed to guide the plane away from the allied troops and thought they were on the over allied territory so when it was clear 
to jump/bail out he still managed to fly his plane clear of centre of Gierle and crash just in a farmer's field. 
Even though pilot Wood had told his crew to bail out, they didn't., so when they all bailed out the pilot Wood was last to jump out 
but was so low his parachute did not get chance to open fully and he landed in a tree. 
All of the crew except the gunner Archer were rescued by the resistance. Archer was very unfortunate to land next to a German 
truck and was taken prisoner. The pilot Wood was hanging in the tree with no serious injuries, when a resistance fighter cut him 
down and together with the other airmen they fought alongside the resistance for 2 weeks until the Allied forces broke through. 
This remembrance parade was made even more special as family and friends from the resistance fighters and the aircrew from 
the  UK,  America  and  Canada  from  the  airmen of  the  above  planes  had  made  the  trip  over.  The  ceremony  was  very  well 
attended with various vehicles and people dressed up in the uniforms from the 1940s.  There were also 28!!! Standard's present. 

On 16 May Julien and Jean represented the RBL at the Remembrance in 
Schoonselhof. The War Heritage Institute organised this event with a view to 
protect the private graves of the fallen. Numerous parents brought their fallen 
sons in the first World War back to their home town or village and had them 

buried there. However, many 
graves withered away and after 
a while simply disappeared.  

In the Antwerp Province the 
family grave of the Van der 
Stucken Family – where their two 
sons were buried after WW1 – was cleaned and is now a memorial for those 
soldiers who were not interred in military cemeteries. 
To render the forgotten graves more visible many local authorities now provide 
uniform memorial plaques for free. The first one was applied on 2 May by HRH 
King Philip. 

 

 

  

Remembrance 
Ceremony Gierle by 
Robert Boyle 

Our Forgotten Heroes by Jean Dandois 

 

Lancaster Remembrance  
Schobbroek 27 May 

 
PHOTOS BY ROBERT BOYLE 

PHOTOS BY JEAN DANDOIS 
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Committee Contact Details Your Committee Contacts 2017 

TRBL ANTWERP OPEN EVENING 
WHEN?  Every first Thursday of the month 

WHERE?  Café Highlander, Stadswaag 21, Antwerp  
Come along and say hello, we look forward to seeing you. 
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