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Talk To The Hand 
Newsletter May June 2018 The Royal British Legion, Antwerp Branch 

 RBL Antwerp Branch HELP LINE:  0468 359 792 
Mary Ann Marinus. 

If someone is ill, or needs a visit, please DO call. 

11 

Spring Lunch 

 
 

 

EDITORIAL 
Dear Reader 

Although Dover is not the prettiest of towns in England I love to stroll 
through  it  and  take  up  its  peculiar  atmosphere.  Dover  is  so  very 
English  and  yet  so  very  intertwined  with  European  activities  and 
history. And a nice stroll is so much better to pass your time than 
waiting at the dreary Ferry Terminal. Last time I happened to find 
this  quite  fascinating  plaque  on  the  Cinque  Ports  building  and  I 
thought it may make a interesting picture on our Newsletter’s front 
page. 

I was also struck by the inscription below (not in Dover though) which 
I leave to you without any further comment: 

Enjoy your read! 
Marc Tulfer 
Newsletter Editor 
trblantwerpnews@gmail.com  

We will remember them 
 
Pte G.T. Palmer 
 
Will some kind hand 
In some foreign land 
Please put a flower 
On my son’s grave. 

 
(Inscription from his mother on Pte Palmer’s headstone.  
Palmer died in WW1 1917, aged 21 – Leicestershire Rgt, 
Cemetery Auchonvilliers – France) 

Sleeping in the  
Underground 8 

Comfort 
Women 

6 Hashtag Me too long before 
the term was invented 

Diary list of functions  
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Diary Dates  
2018 
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UK 
Rationing 

Carrots as Icecream? 

Important! 
New Bank Details of TRBL Antwerp Branch 

BE53 9730 0871 2553 
RBL 

Getting Used to Hell 
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May 2018 

8  A.V.O.G. Ceremony Hoboken See below 

8 18.00 Forum Ceremony Belgiëlei See below 

18-21  BATS FEATS Fakkel Theatre See BATS Website 

19  A.V.O.G. Gamellenlunch Districtshuis Deurne See below 

30-05  ABCA Open Evening Café highlander See ABCA Website 

June 2018 

24 11 till late Genie Burcht Open Day Burcht For More information Jos Beyens 

Later in the Year 

21-07  ABCA BBQ Linkeroever See ABCA website or Newsletter 

26-08  ABCA Mussels Lunch  See ABCA website or Newsletter 

1-09  TRBL Liberation of Boom Klein Willebroek TBC 

9-09  TRBL Tank Ceremony Cromwell Tank  

9-09  TRBL Tank Ceremony 
LUNCH 

Fort 6 TBC 

8+9 - 09   Liberation weekend Antwerp Grote Markt  

15-16-17 21-22-23 BATS Variety Show Paardenmarkt 111 See BATS Website 

27-10 11.00 TRBL Poppy Lunch + AGM De Basiliek Edegem Exceptionally on a SATURDAY! 

03-11  TRBL Poppy Appeal Antwerp Meir Please contact Lynn Marinus  

11-11  TRBL Remembrance 
Sunday 

St Boniface  

9-12 12.30 TRBL Christmas Lunch De Basiliek Edegem  

16-12  ABCA Christmas Lunch  See ABCA website or Newsletter 

Diary Dates 2016 

Please note: Some dates in September have been changed!. 

Diary Dates 

The City of Antwerp informs us that there will be no extra major event to celebrate the end of WW1. 

8 May 2018 at 18.45: End of WW2 and liberation of the Concentration Camps: parade from Districtshuis Hoboken to 
Heroes’ Monument in Park Broydenborgh where wreaths will be laid. 

19 May 2018: 55th World Peace Day 
Parade starting Districtshuis Deurne for wreath laying. Back to Districtshuis (14.20) for meal “Gamellenboef” (soldiers’ 
grub) and at 15.00 Variety Show. Price: € 18,- pp. Contact Simonne Corremans - Fruithoflaan 70 Bus 1 - 2600 
Berchem GSM 0479 907 571 

Please feel free to submit items for inclusion in the 
newsletter, such as poems you particularly like, 
anecdotes, stories about wars, veterans, 
suggestions. Please submit to 
trblantwerpnews@gmail.com 

Monday 8 May 2018 at 18.00 
(seats to be taken by 17.45 at the latest) 
Memorial Service at the Monument of the Deported Antwerp Jewish Citizens and Remembrance Day of "Dag van de 
Overwinning voor de Democratie en de Herdenking van de door nazi-Duitsland gepleegde Genocide"  
Organised by Forum der Joodse Organisaties vzw 
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Singing Their Own Lyrics (4)  

 

TRBL Antwerp - Vacancies 

Welfare Caseworkers 

We need Caseworkers, who report directly to 
the Welfare Chairman Mary Ann Marinus. 
These people need an outgoing nature. 

0486 646 941 (evenings) or 

Maryann.marinus@hotmail.com 

 

If you were the only Boche in the 
trench  
Tune: If you were the only girl in the 
world.  
 
If you were the only Boche in the trench 
And I had the only bomb, 
Nothing else would matter  
In the world that day 
I would blow you to eternity. 
A chamber of horrors  
Just made for two 
With nothing to spoil our fun; 
There would be such  
A heap of things to do 
 

I should get your rifle  
And your bayonet too 
If you were the only  
Boche in the trench 
And I had the only gun. –  
 
See more at: 
http://www.westernfrontassociation.
com/great-war-people/brothers-
arms/372-songs-
war.html#sthash.i6qDphYg.dpuf  
 

Officers vs Non-Commissioned Officers … 

A group of army officers has to measure the height of 
a  flagpole.  They  go  to  the  site  armed  with  tape 
measures and ladders. One after the other they either 
drop their measurer or fall off the ladder... 
Good  old  sergeant-major  happens to  walk  past this 
scene and suggests they should put the pole down flat 
on the grass and then measure it. Being lower in rank 
they  suggest  that  he  himself  should  do  this.  After 
having given them the size he salutes them and walks 
off.  
One of the officers remarks: Isn’t it just typical of an 
NCO? You ask for the height and they give you the 
length… 

Jos Beyrens 

Hush now … 

Two Very  Quiet  Submarines  In  2009,  the  Royal 
Navy HMS Vanguard submarine of the United 
Kingdom, and the French Navy Submarine Le 
Triomphant,  collided  with  each  other  in  the  Atlantic 
Ocean.  Neither  nuclear  submarine  could  detect  the 
other while on patrol since both were using passive 
sonar, anechoic tiles on their hulls that allowed them 
to stay concealed, and both were traveling at a low 
speed. Luckily, no one was injured and there was no 
damage to the nuclear reactors on the vessels. This 
is a good example of when technology works too well.  

 

Open Day  
There will be an “OPEN DOOR” in Burcht, 11 
Genie Battalion, on Sunday 24th of June 2018. 
All day. 
With exhibitions, demonstrations etc. 
Restaurants, facilities … 
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Comfort Women  

#me too may be a modern way of communicating that  
prevalence of sexual assault and harassment is widespread  
(it started after certain “things” were revealed concerning Harvey  
Weinstein. However, the phenomenon itself is probably as old as 
mankind itself … 
Comfort women were women and girls forced into sexual  
slavery by the Imperial Japanese Army in occupied territories  
before and during World War II. The name "comfort women"  
is a translation of the Japanese ianfu, a euphemism for "prostitute(s)".Estimates vary as to how many women 
were involved, with numbers ranging from as low as 20,000 (by a Japanese historian, to as high as 360,000 
to 410,000 (by a Chinese scholar); the exact numbers are still being researched and debated. Most of the 
women were from occupied countries, including Korea, China, and the Philippines, although women were 
used for military  "comfort stations" from  Burma,  Thailand,  Vietnam,  Malaysia,  Taiwan  (then  a Japanese 
dependency), Indonesia (then the Dutch East Indies ), East Timor (then Portuguese Timor ),and other 
Japanese-occupied territories. 
Stations  were  located  in  Japan,  China,  the  Philippines,  Indonesia,  then  Malaya,  Thailand, Burma,  New 
Guinea, Hong Kong, Macau, and French Indochina. A smaller number of women of European origin were 
also involved from the Netherlands and Australia. 

According  to  testimonies,  young  women  were  abducted  from  their  homes  in  countries  under  Imperial 
Japanese rule. In many cases, women were also lured with promises of work in factories or restaurants; 
once recruited, they were incarcerated in comfort stations both inside their nations and abroad.  

The practice was covered up the Japanese after their defeat, and largely forgotten until the 1990s. At that 
point, though, scholars began investigating various secret Japanese projects such as this and writing books 
about the practice. A public outcry arose to investigate the situation and make amends. 

Tokyo, somewhat miffed and even mystified that this loose end of the war was still being discussed, finally 
conducted an official investigation. The government concluded that the academics were correct and the 
practice had occurred. An official apology for the practice was issued unilaterally by Chief Cabinet Secretary 
Hohei Kono in 1993. However, that did not end the matter. 

Finally, after years of wrangling, Japan reached an official agreement with South Korea in January 2016, 
seventy-one years after the war. Under the agreement, the Japanese government agreed to provide $8.3 
million in compensation to 46 survivors in exchange for putting the matter to rest once and for all - 
presumably. Prime Minister Abe said that he: 
"expresses anew his most sincere apologies and remorse to all the women who underwent immeasurable 
and painful experiences and suffered incurable physical and psychological wounds." 
 
Many were not entirely satisfied with the agreement and  
related statements, expecting a more explicit recognition of  
the situation and government culpability. Others continue to  
deny the practice existed at all. There are hard feelings on  
both sides. However, the issue of comfort women finally  
appears to be resolved. 
SOURCES: WIKIPEDIA; WORLDWARTWO.FILMINSPECTOR.COM  
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Sir George Murray , a nineteenth-century 
British  military  hero,  was  fighting  the  French  in 
Egypt in 1801 when his men ran out of water in 
the  desert.  Because  of  his  classical  education, 
Murray knew that Julius Caesar had encountered 
the same problem in the exact same location and 
solved  it  by  digging  through  those  sands  deep 
enough to find water. Murray had his men dig to 
the  same  depths  as  Caesar’s  men,  and  they 
found the same spring of water and survived. And 
now you know the value of a good education.  

 

   

 

There are about 38,000 
McDonalds restaurants in the 
U.S.A.  There  are  about 68,000 
licensed gun dealers in the U.S.  

 

Our Branch Poppy Shop has been running for some 
years now.  We usually try to set up during the main 
lunches of the year.  We get our goods from The 
Royal  British  Legion  Poppy  Shop  or  from  local 
sources.  You can visit the Poppy Shop at 
http://www.poppyshop.org.uk if you wish us to get 
you  something,  please  let  us  know.    You  will  of 
course need to pay postage as well, so please bear 
that in mind.  Contact Steve Cook at: 
steveandsuzy@skynet.be. 
 
 
 

Poppy Shop 

Fastest Gun in the East 
A WWII soldier called Owen J. Baggett (1920-2006) 
was  shot  down  during  an  air  battle.  As  he  was 
parachuting to Earth, he took out his pistol and shot 
through  the  cockpit  of  an  enemy  aircraft, killing the 
pilot.  He  is  probably  the  only  human  being  ever  to 
achieve this feat (although the Japanese have always 
contradicted this). 
Baggett  survived  the  descent  and  was  captured  by 
Japanese ground forces. He remained a prisoner for 
the rest of the war. Baggett and 37 other POWs were 
liberated at the war's end.  

Desperately Seeking … 
You may have noticed that our website desperately 
needs a webmaster. Sadly, our good friend Steven 
Marinus has not got the time for it so we are looking 
for a member who is willing to take over his work. It 
does not involve creating a new format, just 
uploading and updating information you will receive 
from members of the committee. 
Pease,  when  interested,  contact  Chairman  Sid 
asap (see last page for his details). 

Thank you!!! 
 

People sleep peaceably in their 
beds at night only because rough 
men stand ready to do violence on 

their behalf. 

GEORGE ORWELL 
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Although  they  were  encouraged  to  go  to  shelters 
during the nights of the Blitz, Londoners wanted to 
stay in the Underground, safe from the carnage on 
the surface. Authorities yielded to popular pressure, 
and by the second week of the Blitz orderly queues 
of people were gathering outside the tube stations at 
4am, waiting for them to open. Many families 
sheltered regularly on the platforms, while others only 
took to the tunnels during periods of heavy bombing. 
By mid-September about 150,000 a night slept in the 
Underground, with a peak of 177,000 on September 
27th. The deepest stations muffled the sound of the 
bombing,  and  people  felt  safe.  But  some  of  the 
stations  suffered  direct  hits,  including  Marble  Arch, 
Balham Bank and Liverpool Street. By mid-winter and the following spring the numbers sleeping on the platforms 
had  dwindled  to  less  than  100,000  a  night.  A rough census taken  in  November  1940 found that  4%  of  the 
population of London were sleeping in the Underground. Another 9% were using public surface shelters, big 
bomb-resistant bunkers. A quarter of the population were using what the government recommended, their own 
private  back-garden  bomb  shelters.  But  that  meant  more  than  half  the  population  was  unaccounted  for. 
Presumably they risked staying the night in their own homes. You can become habituated to anything, even hell. 

Sources:  The  Amazing  &  Extraordinary  Facts  -British  at  War  (Editors  of  David  &  Charles);  History  Matters  (University  of  Sheffield 
http://www.historymatters.group.shef.ac.uk ) 

 
One of the last cannon shots fired at the Battle of Waterloo on 18 June 1815 hit the 
Earl’s right leg, necessitating its amputation above the knee. According to anecdote, 
he was close to the Duke of Wellington when his leg was hit, and exclaimed, "By God, 
sir, I've lost my leg!", to which Wellington replied "By God, sir, so you have!"  
Perhaps a more authentic version of this exchange comes from Horace Seymour, the 
man who carried the wounded Uxbridge from the battlefield. Seymour recalled that 
when  Uxbridge  was  shot  he  cried  out,  "I  have  got  it  at  last,"  to  which  the  Duke  of 
Wellington responded, "No? Have you, by God?".  
The leg was buried in a garden and later the place was turned into a kind of shrine, as 
for a relic. Visitors were first taken to see the bloody chair upon which Uxbridge had 
sat during the amputation, before being escorted into the garden, where the leg had its 
own 'tombstone', inscribed as follows: 

Here  lies  the  Leg  of  the  illustrious  and  valiant  Earl  Uxbridge,  Lieutenant-General  of  His  Britannic  Majesty, 
Commander in Chief of the English, Belgian and Dutch cavalry, wounded on the 18 June 1815 at the memorable 
battle of Waterloo, who, by his heroism, assisted in the triumph of the cause of mankind, gloriously decided by the 
resounding victory of the said day. 

Some were impressed; others less so. According to an article headed "Marquis of Anglesey's Leg", someone wrote on the 
tombstone  

Here lies the Marquis of Anglesey's limb;   
The Devil will have the remainder of him. 

Source: The British at War by John Bastable; Published by David and Charles Feb 2012  

Getting Used to Hell 

Henri Paget, 2nd Earl of Uxbridge 
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Whether our readers appreciate it is entirely a different question but 
they will have been acquainted with the rationing posters due to the 
last several issues of our Newsletter (perhaps this latest ones being 
the proverbial exception). 

Rationing in the UK only ended in 1954, 9 years after WW2, many 
years after most other countries ended theirs because Great Britain 
was absolutely ruined by the war. 
After the war, Great Britain lay in shambles. She had nearly bankrupted herself keeping her army at that size. 
And she couldn’t afford to completely de-arm either. She still had over 300,000 troops and another 600,000 
support personnel in her German occupation zone. Not to mention she also had to help rebuild her shattered 
colonies in India, Singapore, Malaya, and the like. 
Great Britain kept rationing simply because she had no choice. Despite massive Marshall Plan aid (more 
than Germany, France and Italy combined) her economy was shattered, and in fact she faced the very real threat 
of bankruptcy twice, in 1946 and 1948. She couldn’t afford the free-market buying, so she had to ensure that the 
British people only ate what she could afford to pay for. 
War rationing was a way of life during and for many years after World War Two, creating a national culture of 
austerity, but it also sparked ingenuity, such as swapping an ice-cream for a carrot on a stick.  
It was the official wartime substitute for ice-cream, and some British children born just before the war didn’t 
discover what ice-cream was until the fighting had finished and rationing stopped.  

The carrot on a stick was offered as the alternative when supplies ran low, because sugar needed to make ice-
cream was one of the first luxuries to be hit on rationing, along with bacon and butter. 

SOURCES: MAIL ON LINE NEWS 21 MARCH 2017; VARIOUS SITES ON THE INTERNET 

In 1899, soon to be Norwegian icon Johan Vaaler designed a paper clip and 
promptly set out to get his idea patented. He quickly found out that Norway had 
no patent laws to speak of.  
 
Undeterred  by  his  countrymen’s  apparent  lack  of  creativity  (or,  at  least, 
foresight), the tenacious Norwegian obtained a copyright in Germany and, later, 
another  in  America.  Interestingly,  Norway  has  yet  to  recover  from  the 
excitement surrounding this achievement. Far from a simple office supply, residents consider the paper clip 
a symbol of national pride—like the eagle in America, only less endangered. During World War II, the occupying 
Nazi forces made it illegal for Norwegians to wear or display images of their former king, so resistance fighters 
looked for a subtler way to display their sympathies. A paper clip fastened to the lapel proved just the thing, and 
it soon came to represent a free Norway.  

Source: Instant Knowledge (Collins Gem) (Editors of Mental Floss) 

 

 

UK Rationing 

Recognize this little thing? 

In 1814, the Duke of Wellington, England’s greatest military hero, was turned away at the door of his 
club  because  of  his  shocking  attire.  What  was  he  wearing?  Trousers.  At  that  time  trousers  were 
considered undignified; gentlemen wore breeches with calf-high silk stockings... 
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History of NATO 

On April 4, 1949 twelve nations from Western Europe and North 
America signed the North Atlantic Treaty in Washington, D.C. A 
key feature of this treaty is Article 5, in which the signatory 
members agreed that "an armed attack against one or more of 
them in Europe or North America shall be considered an attack against them all." 

Initially, however, the alliance was not very well prepared to carry out the mission of defending its territory. In 
addition to grave shortages of troops and equipment, there was no command structure to direct the overall 
defence of Western Europe. 

All this changed after the outbreak of the Korean War in June 1950 in which fears where raised s that a similar 
threat could soon face Europe. The nations of the alliance agreed to increase their defence efforts and began 
working on the creation of an integrated military command structure with an overall commander for NATO 
forces in Europe. 

 NATO Headquarters is the political and administrative centre of the Alliance. 
 It is the permanent home of the North Atlantic Council – NATO’s senior political decision-making body. 
 The Headquarters hosts over 5,000 meetings every year. 
 Initially based in London, the Headquarters were moved to Paris in 1952 before being transferred to 

Brussels, Belgium in 1967. 
 

History of SHAPE 

SHAPE was originally located 20 miles outside of Paris. In 1967 it moved to its present location, after France 
announced that it was withdrawing from the headquarters of Allied Command Europe and that SHAPE and its 
subordinate headquarters Allied Forces Central Europe (AFCENT) must leave French territory by April 1967. 
Supreme Headquarters Allied Powers Europe (SHAPE) is in Mons, Belgium.  

With the dissolution of the Soviet Union, NATO heads of states and government officials met to transform the 
North Atlantic Alliance by extending the hand of friendship to countries of the former Warsaw Pact. At the 
Brussels Summit in January, 1994, the Partnership for Peace (PfP) programme was launched. PfP countries 
were invited to send partnership Liaison Officers to the Partnership Coordination Cell (PCC) which is co-
located at SHAPE. Many have done so. Their families now live, work, go to school and socialise with their 
NATO counterparts. The SHAPE community consists of over 6,000 people, and the average length of a tour at 
SHAPE for British Forces in Belgium is normally three to four years.  

For a more elaborate history of NATO and SHAPE, please see 
http://www.nato.int/shape/about/background2.htm  

  

NATO and SHAPE 

"I am enclosing two tickets to the first night of my new play, bring a friend if you have one." – 
George Bernard Shaw to Churchill  

"Cannot possibly attend first night, will attend second if there is one." – Churchill's reply 
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Hofstade 18 March wreath laying with Koninklijke Reserve Officieren Mechelen (KROM) 

Mortsel Bombing, 75 Years on 

Hofstade, a fairly recent initiative: Remembering and Honouring the Fallen since 2005. 

On  5 April 1943 American  bombers  accidently 
dropped bombs on the town of Mortsel in Belgium, 
killing  900  civilians,  including  209  children,  and 
wounding 1300 Belgians civilians. 
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Crash Wellington Z1321 

Saturday  24  March,  we  left  with  a  party  of  10  to 
Vlaardingen in the Netherlands for the 
commemoration “Crash Wellington Z1321”. We were 
received  most  cordially  and  after  Robert  and  Hans, 
who is the organiser of this event, arranged the parade 
we started off toward the monument and the 
remembrance ceremony. Descendants of the English 
and Canadian crew were present. 

(BY MARTJE DEQUINZE, SB) 

 

 

After  exceptionally  long  and  dreary  winter  months  at  last  the  first  sunny  day: 
exactly on the day we had our Early Spring Lunch! So, everyone was in the right 
spirit to enjoy a lovely meal, participate in the tombola or take to the dance floor. 
Well done entertainment committee! Chairman Sid welcomed our latest Member: 
Bruno Teck.   

 

FOR SOME A SPRING LUNCH MEANS YUMMY, FOR OTHERS IT CAN 

BE A BIT OVERWHELMING 

 

  

Vlaardingen (NL) 

Early Spring Lunch 2018 
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Committee Contact Details Your Committee Contacts 2018 

TRBL ANTWERP OPEN EVENING 
WHEN?  Every first Thursday of the month 

WHERE?  Café Highlander, Stadswaag 21, Antwerp  
Come along and say hello, we look forward to seeing you. 
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