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The initial German Spring offensive, along the Somme sector of the Western Front, slowed to a halt with 
decisive objectives unfulfilled.  The German High Command initiated its second phase by switching to 
heavy attacks along the River Lys with the objective of forcing the British Army back to the coast and 
capturing the vital channel ports. As the Germans broke through the Allied lines in the North (Ypres) and 
elsewhere, Field Marshal Haig issued a memorandum to ‘All Ranks’ praising the determination and self 
sacrifice of the British troops, concluding: ‘There is no other course open to us but to fight it out. Every 
position must be held to the last man; there must be no retirement. With our backs to the wall, and 
believing in the justice of our cause, each one of us must fight on to the end.’ British resistance did stiffen, 
French reserves were rushed to the battlefield and the important bridgehead/supply towns and Channel 
ports were saved. 

Elsewhere, illustrating the world wide nature of the war, American, British and Japanese troops landed at 
Vladivostok. 

The 1st April saw the British army and 
navy aircraft unified in the newly 
created Royal Air Force.   On the 21st 
of April the German air "ace" Baron 
von Richthofen (the Red Baron) was 
shot down and killed over the Somme.  
Richthofen was awarded Germany's 
highest military honour, the Pour le 
Merite (blue Max) in January 1917 
after his 16th confirmed "kill".  
Richthofen eventually scored 80 
"kills".    

Image 1, Aircraft fight over the 
Western Front, Illustrated London 
News, 30th March 1918, p.3 



The men of the 5th (Cinque Ports) Battalion of the Royal Sussex Regiment spent April working on roads 
on Mount Cavalletto, in north eastern Italy near Vicenza.  Mount Cavalletto was the site of an advanced 
operating station where urgent cases from the front were treated, as the journey from the mountains to 
the main hospitals on the plain was long and difficult.  By the 22nd of April, the Battalion was moved to 
hutments west of Granezza, working on roads, mule tracks etc. leading to the front line.  Bad weather 
was reported to have hindered work considerably during the whole month. 

Locally, newspapers reported that Sussex and Surrey were amongst those counties not self supporting in 
the matter of potato growing. 

At a Mayfield PC Meeting the intention to acquire a field near to South St for allotments received a 
setback when owners Messrs Page & Overton responded that they were not disposed to disturb the 
current user, as they considered good use was being made of the ground.  An alternative approach was 
agreed to in respect of a field on Morelle Park Estate near Stone Cross. Subsequently, the owners of the 
Stone Cross land stated they were not willing to let their land for allotments. The PC decided to refer the 
matter to ESCC. 

Uckfield Tribunal: Three months were allowed to L G Unstead, 25, an agricultural wheelwright of Mayfield. 

Wounded: The K&SC 12/4/18 P6 reported. ‘ Private George Knapp, son of Mr & Mrs Knapp “Bainden” 
has been wounded in France and is in hospital at Bristol. This is the second time Private Knapp has been 
wounded". 

The K&SC 19/4/18 P3 reported: ‘Private A Buss has been wounded in the 
hand and eye and is in hospital in Boulogne. He joined the army 1 
November 1914 and has been in France 2 yrs 9 months. He was in the 
Battle of Loos and has been in many engagements since, and was 
wounded in the present German offensive. He is the elder son of Mrs Buss 
of Mist Cottages, Mayfield. 

Image 2, Private A Buss, Kent & Sussex Courier 19th April 1918, p.3 

Private H V Hart has been badly gassed at Passchendaele with mustard 
gas. He was burnt about the face, arms and legs and was blind for five 
days, but is now progressing favourably, although his eyes are still rather 
bad. He is in hospital at Boulogne. Private Hart joined the Sussex 
Yeomanry in February 1916 and on going to France was transferred to the 
Middlesex. He is the only son of Mr & Mrs Alfred Hart of Argos Hill, 
Mayfield and grandson of Mrs Vinson of High St, Mayfield, and has been 
wounded on two occasions in previous engagements.  

Image 3, Private H Hart, Kent & Sussex Courier 19th April 1918, p.3 



Other Military: The K&SC 26/4/18 reported. ‘Private J Eldridge recently reported missing, is now a 
prisoner in Germany. His wife received a postcard from him on Tuesday. 
PO W. Lade son of Mr & Mrs W. Lade of Fletching St has been promoted to CPO and awarded the Long 
Service Medal. 

There are six names recorded on the Mayfield and Five Ashes War Memorials for April 1918. 

W G Taylor. Sergeant Royal Field Artillery. 4th Division Ammunition Column. 1 Section.*  Service No: 
46540. Sergeant Taylor’s christian name/initials are variously recorded/reported as WGA, GWA, George 
W, Wiliam G, Joseph, Joe. He was killed in action in France 2nd April 1918 aged 26 and is buried in the 
Anzin-St Aubin British Cemetery.  

He was born in 1891, registered in Bromley District, to parents James Frederick Taylor (occupation 
unknown) and Marian Emily (nee Faircloth). To date no trace has been found of where the Taylors lived 
prior to residing in Mayfield sometime after 1911. A WGA Taylor was registered for birth in 1891, Bromley 
District, but it is unknown for the moment whether ‘Joe’ Taylor had any siblings. It is believed that he 
either served with the regular army or with the Territorial Forces prior to 1914, as he was called up from 
the army reserve list on the outbreak of war (see K&SC 7/9/17). Shortly before that date it is believed that 
he was building up a business in Mayfield as a Barber and Tobacconist. Perhaps having acquired the 
same business recorded in the 1911 Census run by John and Naomi Dann in the High St.  

The circumstances of his death are unknown. The K&SC 12/4/18 P6 reported: ‘ Mrs Taylor, High St has 
received the sad news that her son Serg. George W A (Joe) Taylor has been killed by a shell, which also 
killed and wounded several of his companions. Serg Taylor has been at the Front 3 1/2 years and was in 
the Mons retreat. He was 26 years of age.’  CWGC records support the fact of his being killed by a shell, 
as he and three Drivers from 1 Section DAC were all killed on the same day and buried together at Anzin-
St Aubin.  

At the dedication of the Mayfield War Memorial in November 1920 a floral tribute was left ‘In loving 
memory of William G A Taylor from Mother, Jim and Jennie.’ 

The 1939 Register records Mrs Marian E Taylor, High St, Mayfield, a widow, occupation- Manageress of 
Confectionery and Tobacconist shop.  

*Divisional Ammunition Columns collected ammunition from the ASC Ammunition Parks for onward transmission to a 
re-filling point where it could be collected by wagons belonging to individual batteries. At any one time, a DAC 
together with the tactical units of the Division held one scale (i.e the designated allocation of ammunition for the 
Division). A second scale was stored in the Divisional Ammunition Park whilst a third scale was stored in the 
Ordnance Depot. A DAC comprised 4 Sections: 1,2 and three which handled 18 pdrs and small arms ammunition and 
a No. 4 for the Howitzers. From 1917 when divisional artilleries reduced, the DAC was formed of 15 Officers and 
approx 700 ORs comprised of an HQ and three sections. A DAC used horse drawn ammunition wagons to collect 
ammunition from the lorry drawn Divisional Ammunition Park and take it as far forward as road conditions permitted 
where it would be collected by the batteries in the front line.(Ack: Great War Forum) 

William Botting. Private 8th Battalion East Surrey Regiment. Service No G/10905. William was killed in 
action 4 April 1918 aged 30 and is commemorated on the Pozieres Memorial. France.  

William was born in 1885 at Little Horsted/Uckfield to parents John Henry Botting (farm labourer/carter/
cowman) and Ruth (nee Allen). One of ten children the family lived variously at Great Streele, Framfield; 
Furners Green, Dane Hill; and Half Mile Drove, Ringmer. William was an agricultural labourer throughout 
his adult civilian life and at the time of the 1911 census was boarding at Street Pit Cottage, Five Ashes 
with Albert and Nellie Barden.  

His service records reveal he enlisted at Chichester in May 1916 into the Queens Own Royal West Kent 
Regiment but within days had been posted to the 3rd battalion East Surrey Regiment. His enlistment 
papers record personal details that he was slight of build being 5’ 4” tall, weighing 128 lbs, 36’ chest and 
had an old fracture in his left arm. He may well have had early difficulty in adapting to military life for in 



June 1916 he was confined to barracks for using obscene language towards an NCO. In late August 1916 
he was posted to the 1st Battalion ESR where in late November 1916 he sustained what was described 
as a bomb wound and within days was in hospital at York. Here he was examined and nursed to recovery 
from what is recorded as a gun shot wound to both thighs, severe to left leg and thigh plus right thigh. His 
medical notes record a large wound, perforating and lacerating skin and muscles on the outer aspect of 
thigh. A similar wound to the outer side of the calf. He remained in hospital until mid March 1917 when he 
was discharged from hospital and given a furlough of 10 days.  

He returned to the 1st ESR in May 1917 and within three weeks posted to the 8th Battalion ESR. His 
service records state that he went missing 4th April 1918, presumed killed in action. His body was never 
recovered. The War Diaries of 8 ESR  show that the battalion had taken over positions near Amiens 1-3 
April from Australian forces.  On the 4 April they were subjected to heavy artillery bombardment and 
attacks from enemy Stormtroopers. Heavy rain persisted throughout the day, the net effect of which was 
to leave men covered with liquid mud and their rifles and Lewis guns constantly clogged with mud. 
Endless cleaning of equipment resulted in substantial reduction in battalion firepower. During the course 
of the day withdrawals were necessary to avoid being outflanked. Most of the Officers became casualties, 
NCOs were similarly reduced in number and despite many instances of fierce resistance much defensive 
coherence was lost. During this very difficult day William Botting was killed and body lost. 

His mother died in 1906. In 1920 his father was living at Beaks Cottage, Barcombe. William is also 
recorded on the War Memorial at Hadlow Down and also at Barcombe together with his brothers: 
Alfred George. Private TF/3484 1/5 Battalion Royal Sussex Regiment. 48th Division (Pioneers). KIA 28th 
June 1916 Aged 25. 
Frederick Charles. Private PLY/(S)1250, 1st Battalion Royal Marine Light Infantry. 63rd Royal Naval 
Division. KIA 29th September 1918. Aged 21.  

Sidney George Akehurst. Lance Corporal 6th Battalion Leinster 
Regiment. Service No 6/5841. Sidney was killed in action in Egypt 9th 
April 1918 aged 27 and is buried at Ramleh War Cemetery. Israel.  

He was born in 1893 at Waldron to parents Edward Harvey Akehurst 
(Butcher) and Emily (nee Kenward). One of four children the family lived 
succesively at The Street, Waldron and by 1911 at Ferndale Cottage, 
Western Road, Jarvis Brook, where Edward H was no longer a butcher 
but employed as a general labourer. Sidney meanwhile resident at High 
St, Uckfield, occupation butcher, was boarding with the Filtness family.  

Image 4, Sidney Akehurst, Kent & Sussex Courier, 3rd May 1918, p.3 

No service records are available but it seems that Sidney enlisted early in the Royal Army Service Corps 
and served in France. The K&SC 23/6/16 reported he married Edith Carpenter at St Dunstan’s Church on 
the 15th June 1916 and noted him serving with the RASC. He reported back for duty on 21st June 1916 
and it is not known whether he returned home subsequently. Sometime after this date he transferred to 
the 6th Battalion Leinster Regiment and served in Egypt/Palestine. The exact circumstances of his death 



are unknown. Extracts from a written account of the Leinster Regiment, reveal that Sidney Akehurst was 
caught up in the following action:  
 ‘It is known that in what is called the Action of BerukIn on the 9 April 1918 the battalion assisted in  
 advancing the front line to include Berukin and Kh. el Fakakhir. The task of 6/L was to take a  
 much patrolled area about Kefr Ain and a village known as Grey Rock. The first objectives were  
 achieved with little opposition but further advance was impossible due to being swept by enemy  
 artillery and heavy machine gun and rifle fire from Grey Rock. Two Officers were both wounded in  
 attempting to force this passage. At about this stage an unfortunate shell from the enemy landed  
 on a group of D company which was just moving forward in support. At least twelve casualties  
 resulting. All objectives were eventually obtained by mid morning the total casualties of 6/L being  
 3 Officers wounded;10 Other Ranks killed; 2 died later of wounds and 29 wounded. ‘ 

The K&SC 3/5/18 reported “Mrs Akehurst received official news that her husband Private Sidney G 
Akehurst had been killed in action with General Allenby’s forces. He joined the ASC on the outbreak of 
war but was afterwards transferred to an infantry Regiment. He was 27 years of age and was the SIL of 
Mr & Mrs G carpenter of Maycroft Cottages.’ 

Sidney is also recorded on the Waldron War Memorial.  

Mrs Edith Akehurst subsequently remarried in 1921 to Harold E Mockford of Broad Oak, Heathfield, a 
clerk at Mayfield Rail Station. 

John William Jenner. Private 1st Battalion Queens Own (Royal 
West Kent Regiment). Service No. L/8319.  John was killed in action 
15 April 1918 aged 30 and is buried at Tannay British Cemetery, 
Thiennes. France. 

He was born in 1888 at Mayfield to parents John William Jenner 
(farm labourer/carter/waggoner) and Frances Esther (nee  Ashdown). 
One of eight children and three step siblings (father John William 
died in 1894,  mother Frances remarried Albert Mercer in 1898) the 
family lived successively at Golds, Five Ashes, Mayfield; Howbourne 
Road, Buxted; and Lye Common Withyham, Tunbridge Wells. In his 
mid teens John was employed as a farm stock boy but sometime 
around 1906 he enlisted in the QO RWKR.  

Image 5, John Jenner, Kent & Sussex Courier, 3rd May 1918, p.3 

His service records are missing but in 1911 he was located with the 1st Battalion at Quebec Barracks in 
Bordon Hampshire. The battalion was stationed at Dublin in August 1914 but by the 15th of the month 
were disembarked at Le Havre. The battalion remained in France and engaged in much fighting before 
being despatched to Italy in late 1917 to bolster the fragile Italian defences against the joint Austro-
German forces. The battalion returned to France in April 1918 as the German army launched it’s second 
phase of Spring offensives against the allied armies. It took 6 days for the battalion to travel by train from 
Italy to Barly, a farming hamlet approx 12 miles SW of Arras. The 1st RWKR were quickly brought into 
action but how John died is not known as the battalion War Diaries do not confirm or mention any 
casualties on the 15th April. The first casualties are recorded on the 21 April when ‘enemy artillery used a 
large number of gas shells(mustard) for approx 6 hours’. It is assumed that John was amongst the 
casualties during that April period of heavy fighting. 



In 1919 close to the anniversary of John’s death the K&SC 11/4/19 memorium column read: ‘In loving 
memory of Private John Jenner 1st RWKR who was killed on the 15 April 1918. Other memories fail us. 
You alone remain. From his fiance and sister Flo.’  

John is also commemorated on the War memorial at Groombridge, Tunbridge Wells.  

Percival Naylor Kent. Lt Colonel 3rd Dragoon Guards (Prince of Wales Own). Percival died 18th April 
1918 aged 48 of appendicitis at Etaples Hospital, France and is buried at Etaples Military Cemetery. 

Percival was born in 1870 in Kingston Upon Thames to parents Jackson G Kent (Surgeon) and Frances 
(nee Pears). The youngest of seven children his first 20 years were spent at Elm Bank, Grove Road, 
Kingston Upon Thames. His father died in 1874 and little is known of Percival’s  activities for the following 
20 years.  

It is likely he started his military career in the early 1990s as the London Gazette announced his 
promotion from 2nd Lt to Lt in the Dragoon Guards in 1894.  In 1896 he married Australian born Susan 
Tooth and the couple had three children. In 1900 he was Aide de Camp to Major General E P Leach VC, 
who commanded the troops in the Belfast District, and the following year promoted to Captain. His 
service in the Boer War was recognised by three campaign medals whilst serving with the 1st Imperial 
Light Horse.  

In the years leading up to WWI he may well have been on the Army Reserve List. Glimpses of him caught 
in 1911 when he was at Tenby, South Wales, a Captain of the 3rd Dragoon Guards but also Adjutant to 
the  Pembrokeshire Yeomanry. In 1913 he was a Captain with the Nottinghamshire (Sherwood Rangers) 
Yeomanry Territorial Force. Presumably he returned to full service on the outbreak of war.  

In 1917 he was Mentioned in Despatches by FM Douglas Haig for distinguished and gallant services and 
devotion to duty (London Gazette 29890 1/2/17 P206). By 1918 as a Major, acting Lt Colonel, he was still 
in France with the 3rd Dragoon Guards. Here in April he succumbed to appendicitis at Etaples Hospital. 
During WWI Etaples became the largest British military base in the world with an extensive complex of 
reinforcement/training camps and hospitals.  

The Worksop Guardian 26/4/18 reported: ‘It is with great regret that we record the death in France of Lt 
Col P N Kent. Col Kent was long in resident at Blythe where he was very popular and respected by all. A 
sidesman in the Parish Church and one always ready to give assistance in any kind of work, he will be 
sadly missed. His two sons are serving their King and Country. We offer deepest sympathy to Mrs Kent, 
her daughter, and her sons’ 

The family connection with Mayfield is unclear although Mrs Susan Kent was resident in Mayfield in 1918 
and living at Rotherdale, Fir Toll Road. The K&SC 26/4/18 P5 reported: ‘Mrs Kent of Rotherdale, Mayfield 
has received news that her husband Lt Col Kent of the Dragoon Guards died from appendicitis on April 18 
at a base hospital abroad.’ 

Mrs Susan Kent remarried late in 1919 to George Lister-Kaye at Beckenham. She died in 1951 at 
Colyford, Devon on the same day as her husband George.  

Charles Stanley Dann. Private 5th Battalion Cameron Highlanders. Service No S/18269. Stanley was 
killed in action 18th  April 1918 aged 21 and is commemorated on the Tyne Cot Memorial, Belgium.  

Charles was born in 1897 at Five Ashes to parents Albert Dann (Bricklayer) and Fanny (nee Pratt). The 
family of ten children all lived to maturity at Criers Cottage, Five Ashes, the family residence for 30+ 
years. By 1911 Stanley,aged 14,  was in employment as a farm labourer at Hackyards Farm, Five Ashes, 
and boarding with farmer, Frederick Hartfield and wife, although at the time of his enlistment he describes 
his employment as Gardener.  

His service records have partly survived and reveal he enlisted at London in the Cameron Highlanders 
May 1915 and arrived at the 3rd Battalion CH at Inverness 26th May 1915.  The service records show 



that he was considered in good physical condtion, 5’ 7” tall, weighed 140 lbs and had good eyesight. 
(Curiously, the Sussex Agricultural Express 13/11/14 P4, reports under a heading of Hadlow Down Roll of 
Honour, the name of Charles S Dann. RAMC. Adding to this curiosity is that the attestation/enlistment 
page, signed by Stanley for the Cameron Highlanders, appears to have been altered.  Question 7 asks 
‘have you ever served in any branch of HMF……. ‘written answer NO. Question 7a asks ‘have you truly 
stated the whole, if any, of your previous service’. Wriiten answer YES. Both of these questions have 
been overlaid with a paste on, unevenly cut out replacement slip. Suggesting that Stanley had perhaps 
previously enlisted in 1914 and subsequently been discharged for a reason which might have ruined his 
chance of further enlistment).  

Charles was posted on 1/10/15 to the 5th Battalion CH in France where he remained, apart from two brief 
periods of leave in 1916 and 1917. The circumstances of  his death are unknown and the Battalion War 
Diaries do not mention any casualties for the 18 April, although there is mention of enemy gas shells and 
heavy artillery barrage on the 18th.  

Charles Stanley Dann is also recorded on the Five Ashes and Hadlow Down War Memorial, as is his 
brother Herbert who died of wounds 26/8/18. 

Stanley’s parents lived at Criers Cottage, Five Ashes for more than 50 years and where they celebrated 
their golden wedding anniversary in 1938. By 1939 They were living at Catts Cottage, Rotherfield with a 
daughter.  Albert T died in 1941 aged 75. Fanny died in 1956 aged 93.  
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