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Newsletter –SEPTEMBER 2012 
 
Poppy Factory Visit 
Some 38 of us, almost a whole bus-full, set out at the crack of dawn – 
well 9.00am – for a spin down the A1 and, after grinding our way around 
the North Circular, a visit to the RBL Poppy Factory in Richmond. The 
sign outside says RBL Poppy Factory, but inside they went to great 
lengths to emphasise that they were not RBL Poppy Factory but just 
Poppy Factory, independent of the Legion. Confused? Join the rest of us. 
Our guide was a one-off. Rather enjoyed his own voice. Both a jobsworth 
and a martinet, he almost stormed out, leaving us to our own devices, 
when we could not produce, as ‘elfin safety’ required, a detailed list of 
everyone in our group, broken down by age and sex (as many of us are). 
He struggled on however and lectured us for 30 minutes or so about the 
origins of the Poppy etc. Much of it we knew already but it was 
interesting to learn that the large ‘corsage’ or ‘ladies’ poppy costs 31p 
each to make. We shall have to be more sparing in how many we hand 
out, no matter how pretty the recipient. A minimum of £1 each would seem appropriate. 

Then it was lunch – some rather tired fish and chips or cottage pie and chips 
followed by stewed apple crumble. Those who brought sandwiches had the 
right idea. Eventually we were allowed into the factory itself. This was 
worth the whole trip. It was inspiring to see, and to chat to the men and 
women who, despite various 
disabilities, were cheerfully 
beavering away, mass 
producing Poppies 1 and 
Poppies 2, and all kinds of 
wreaths – all by hand. Too 
soon however, after just 20 
mins, we were whisked 
away again for yet another 
lecture by our guide and a 

firm ushering over to the (not very well-stocked) gift corner. 
A visit to the Poppy Factory could, and should be a really good day out, but 
we should note that, on future visits, we need to be more firm with the guide 
and insist on less chat and more factory time. 
 

 

 
 

 

Poppy Appeal 2012 
This year we are collecting in three supermarkets; Morrisons, Sainsburys and Waitrose, over a period of 2 weeks prior to 
Remembrance Day. This will require more volunteers than ever before to man the stands. If you normally volunteer and are 
not contacted by one of the organizers, please remind them that you are available. If you have not volunteered previously 
then please offer to take a two hour slot at the supermarket of your choice on one or more days if possible .The Branch has 
over 260 members so if we all pull our weight we should be able to cover all time slots. For all offers of time please contact 
Alan Patrick on 01780754357, or Jim Rimmington on 01780 767343. 

http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/branches/stamford
http://www.twitter.com/Stamford_RBL
http://www.facebook.com/RBLStamford
mailto:(e-mail:brianoutreachuk@talktalk.net)
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In brief… 
 

 Wings Appeal 2012 
The RAFA are calling for volunteers to 
help them to collect for the Wings 
Appeal in Morrisons,and Sainsburys, 3 - 
14 September. Most of us have an hour 
or two to spare, so do please give Al 
Freestone a ring on 01780 752605 

.The Band of HM Royal 
Marines 
The St Neots Royal Naval Association 
are hosting a band concert by the Band 
of  HM Royal Marines, HMS 
Collingwood at the Priory Centre, Priory 
Lane, St Neots on Saturday, 20 October. 
Doors open at 6.15 for 7.00pm. Tickets 
cost £15 and are available from Keith 
Ridley (01480 810848 or 07967 128910) 
or Tom Mumford (01480 473934) or at 
RNAStneots@googlemail.com. All 
profits go the Poppy Appeal 

Branch 
Chairmen/Secretaries’ Seminar 
This year’s Branch Chairmen 
/Secretaries’ Seminar, usually held at 
Donington & Quadring RBL, has had to 
be cancelled due to the ill-health of our 
County Chairman and other 
commitments of the Vice-Chairman  

Oakham Jubilee Concert 
Oakham Branch of the RBL invite you 
and your friends to a Diamond Jubilee 
Celebration Concert to be held on Friday 
12th October at 7.30pm. 
Featuring the Band of the Parachute 
Regiment and the Minden Band of the  
Queen’s  Division at The Oakham 
School Chapel. Tickets  £15 per person  
from Oakham School Box Office (01572 
758820) from 1st September or 
contact Alan Moutrey on 01572 723663. 
email alanmoutrey@oakham.uk.com  

 School Vouchers 
Morrisons are giving out Let’s Grow 
Vouchers when you check out your 
shopping. Like the rest of us, you have 
probably refused them since your 
dealings with anklebiters and schools are 
thankfully long over. Well, don’t! 
Would you like to collect them for Steve 
Bonde so that we can present a very 
large bundle of them to the schools of 
our choice. Morrisons will issue these 
vouchers until 28 October.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. 
 
 
 
 
Valley Railway 1940s Weekend  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parcels for the Troops 
Laura English and her ladies have done sterling work over the past year in 
organising and sending out our Branch parcels for the troops in Afghanistan. Laura 
is however moving from Stamford, following Rich, her husband, who is being 
posted away from RAF Wittering.  
It is not an arduous task; Steve Bonde did it alone for over two years. It requires 
buying supermarket items and wrapping materials with money from a dedicated 
fund, organizing a packing and wrapping session with one’s chums in Clare Close 
Community Room, and posting the parcels. We can provide addresses. Is there 
anyone out there willing to carry on this much appreciated programme of troop 
welfare, presumably until the last of them leave Afghanistan in 2014? 

Branch Annual General Meeting, 16 October 
Early warning that our Annual General Meeting will take place this year at the 
Cummins Club on Tuesday, 16 October. I shall post in Cummins Club, at our 
monthly meeting there on 18 September, the minutes of last year’s AGM and forms 
for the nomination this year of candidates for the Branch Committee. The system 
introduced two years ago, where members are nominated for a specific role, eg 
‘Events & Social member’, is working well with a more clear sharing of the 
workload. We shall continue this practice.   
A number of Committee vacancies are likely to arise – Poppy Appeal Organiser, 
Events & Social member, Welfare Chairman, etc as well as newsletter editor. 
Remember you must have the agreement of whomever you wish to nominate. 
Please do not ring me with ‘What about so-and-so for…. We will be unable to 
function as a branch without the required committee, so, no committee – no Branch! 
In particular, readers of previous newsletters will be aware that Jim Rimmington 
would love to hand over the job of Poppy Appeal Organiser, having carried out this 
role for the last 5 years. He will be available to help and advise until his successor is 
confident in the role. Please do not wait until this year is over as it will be valuable 
to shadow Jim this year. The Poppy Appeal is our major fund raising event for the 
RBL and last year we raised an amazing £40,000. There must be someone out there 
who will take over, even two people jointly if you would prefer it. Please ring the 
Secretary on 01780 755208, or talk it over with Jim or John Copeland. 

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 
LINCOLNSHIRE 

 
Where your Donations to the Poppy Appeal 

were spent in 2011 
 

£516,068 was spent on Service and ex-Service 
beneficiaries of all ages in Lincolnshire, many of 
whom were young ex-Servicemen who had served 
on operations in Afghanistan and Iraq. Details of 
some of the items of Expenditure are shown below: 
 

• £266,264 on Equipment and 
Accessibility for     the Physically 
Disabled 

•  £57,617 on Alleviating Priority Debts 
•  £11,300 on Education and Training Fees 
•  £19,557 on Food and Household      

Essentials 
•  £29,590 on Household Electrical Items 
•  £37,136 on Household Furnishings 
•  £10,037 on Funeral Expenses 

 

        THANK YOU! 
For more information on Legion Welfare in 

Lincolnshire contact 01522 811634) 

Nene Valley 
Railway/Holme 
1940s Weekend 
2012 
We have yet to decide 
whether we shall take 
part in the 1940s 
Weekend at Nene 
Valley Railway or at 
Holme, near St Neots 
on 7-8th October. 
Whichever, don’t 
forget to join us on our 
mobile display unit. 
There will probably be 
the usual attractions – 
the Wehrmacht re-
enactors duffing up the 
British Army re-
enactors (every one a 
red beret major or 
higher), a musical 
Friday night and a 
fancy dress 1940s 
dance on Saturday. 
 

mailto:RNAStneots@googlemail.com
mailto:alanmoutrey@oakham.uk.com
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I’m not moving ! 

Alfie and friend at the bar 

 
Ramsey 1940s Weekend 

John Copeland, Ray Beresford, Joyce Burton and Steve Bonde took the 
MDU to represent the Branch and to support Ramsey RBL at the 
Ramsey 1940s Weekend and heat wave of 18 – 19 August. It was hot – 
31ºC on the first day and 32ºC on the Sunday! Fortunately we were 
strategically placed next to the entrance to the bar, so that it was not too 
far to stagger for the occasional quenching pint. 
We had a very successful weekend. We 
recruited two new members – one living in 
Carlisle (!) and the other being the 
redoubtable Matt Page. He should stir up 
our sleepy little Branch! We also took quite 
an amount of cash for Branch funds from 
sales and donations. Best of all was a 
charming lady from London who had baked 
a whole tin of gingerbread in the shape of 
memorials and soldiers’ discs with their 
name, rank & number.  She gave them to us 
to raffle at the Saturday evening dance, 
raising £90 for us! 
We also engaged the undying thanks of 

countless doggies and their owners by providing a ever-open bar for parched 
pooches. The poor things were literally gasping in the heat. One indeed, Alfie, 
flopped down in the shade next to the bowl and refused to go on. We looked after 
him for the next three hours while his family went off and saw the show. 
Throughout all this, of course, we were picking up donations from grateful 
owners. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                
                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                          
 

 

Remember to get your Commemorative Badge –  
Don’t forget to purchase the commemorative pin badge to 
celebrate the 90th anniversary of the branch. 
They cost £3 each and are available from Alan Patrick on 
01780 754357. They will also be for sale at all our events this 
summer. Support your branch – wear your badge with pride! 
 

Weekend Events 
Only four members helped to man the MDU during this year’s 
Ramsey 1940s Weekend. It was listed in last month’s ‘Coming 
Events’ but members were not asked to give a hand – hence so 
few did. 
Both Nene Valley Railway and Holme Village in Cambridgeshire 
will be staging a 1940s weekend on 6/7 October. We still have to 
decide which, but we shall be manning our MDU at one of them. 
Could we have some help, please? 

Edith Weston Vintage Fayre 
Each year the organisers of the annual Edith Weston 
Vintage Fayre give any profits they make to local 
charities. These include the Edith Weston village 
hall and church, supporting the local boys’ football 
team, etc … and our welfare work for the Royal 
British Legion. Sadly the attendance at the Fayre this 
year was considerably down on 2011, due to last 
minute change of venue, dodgy weather, etc, and 
profits were accordingly also down.  Nevertheless 
they still were able to organise a small ceremony on 
17 July, well-attended by several charities, Lt.Col 
James Phillips of 16 Regt, RA, and our Chairman, 
John Copeland. The Edith Weston Chairman 
presented John with a cheque for £150, for which we 
are most grateful, for the Branch’s work. 
John was able also to take to the opportunity to 
present our New Member’s Packs to Kevin Howard 
and Gary Davies, both of whom are among the 
organizers of the Edith Weston Fayre. 

Launch of the County PoppyAppeal 
The County will again launch its Poppy Appeal at the 
Lincolnshire Aviation Heritage Centre, East Kirkby, on Saturday, 
27 October starting at 1200. We are asked to be seated by 11.45. 
The launch will be performed by The Headquarters Royal Logistic 
Corps Territorial Army from the Price William of Gloucester 
Barracks, Grantham. 
Admission is free and refreshments and snacks will be available in 
the NAAFI. There is also now an ever growing number of 
displays of many aspects of WWII. 
This is one of the best, if not indeed the best Poppy Appeal 
Launch in the country and is thoroughly recommended for both a 
moving and entertaining day out. Dress is blazers, berets, medals 
and shiny shoes. 

Once is Enough 
Registering a death is upsetting and dealing with a 
death involves more paperwork and phone calls than 
a family needs to deal with at such a time. The 
Government has now introduced a simple scheme 
that takes away a lot of this stress and effort. The 
‘Tell Us Once’ service was launched last year in 
collaboration with local authorities across Britain. It 
means you now need only to register a death in the 
usual way with the local Registrar, who can then 
advise 28 different services of the death of your 
loved one, including state pension, benefits, 
passport, driving licence, council tax, local library, 
Blue Badge, etc. It does not cover departmental or 
company pensions. 
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C0MING EVENTS  
Sept 3 – 14 RAF Wings Appeal 
Sept 16th  Battle of Britain Service and Parade. 
Sept 16th              5 mile charity walk 
Sept 18th              RBL Welfare Workshop, RAF Wittering   
Sept 18th              General Social Quiz Night 
Sept 19th               Outing to Arboretum   
Sept 20th              RBL Welfare Workshop, 16 Regt, RA. 
Oct 6th/7th            Nene Valley Railway/Holme 40’s weekend 
October 16th        Annual General Meeting 
27th October        County Poppy Appeal Launch, Kirkby. 
Nov 2nd               Poppy Appeal Band Concert 

 
-                                   
                 
NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING                  
1900 hrs, Tuesday 11th September,  Clare Close Community Room           

NEXT BRANCH GENERAL SOCIAL                  
20.00 hrs  Tuesday 18th September,   Cummins Club.                            

 

QUIZ NIGHT!! QUIZ NIGHT!! 
QUIZNIGHT!! 
General Social Meeting,  18th 
September 
Pit your wits against Steve!! The next 
social evening is one of Steve’s 
famous Quiz evenings. Come along 
and bring your friends, this is the best 
‘pub’ quiz in Stamford, especially the 
picture round which has us puzzling 
over locations we walk past every 
day. 

Annual Air Bridge Commemoration Service 
The Mayor of Newark and the Officers of the Air Bridge Association 
have invited us to take part in this year’s Service of Remembrance 
for the casualties of the Warsaw Uprising in 1944 and for the 
aircrews who died trying to airlift supplies from Italy in to the 
besieged city. The ceremony will take place again at the British 
Commonwealth & Polish War Cemetery in Newark and will start at 
1.45 for 2.00pm on Sunday, 23 September. 
This is a most moving ceremony involving the families of those who 
flew the missions over Warsaw and also the Poles who fought and 
died during the Uprising. Dress may be uniform or civilian with 
Orders and Decorations and guests are invited to lay wreaths. 
 

 Sunday 29th September. Kirton in Linsey Town Council 
have invited anyone interested to attend  a service to commemorate 
the Three Eagle Squadrons who flew from Kirton in Linsey during 
WWII, including the unveiling of a memorial. I have full details if 
anyone is interested. Intention to attend needs to be sent by 14th 
September. 

Discover Volunteering’s 
1st Annual Event 

 
Amber Stokes has assembled a team 
for this event, if you are interested in 
joining in please contact her on 
07982826398 or email: amber 
stokes@hotmail.com 
 
5 MILE CHARITY WALK  
A sponsored trail of discovery 
through the Deepings  
 
Sunday 16th September from 10am  
 
 A walk with a difference, clues en route…  

 Begins and ends at Eventus, Market 
Deeping  

 Work in charity teams - minimum  

 Space at Eventus to promote your charity!  

 Café on site and free parking  

 Chance to network with other 
organisations  

 Media coverage for your charity!  

£10 entry per walker— Includes:  
 Buffet lunch and drink in the on-site café  

 T-Shirt per person  

 Posters, sponsor forms and certificates  

 

Best Wishes to our members, 
 Brian and Pat. 

Not the right way to do a charity walk 

mailto:stokes@hotmail.com

