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Breanch News

December General Meeting
Only 21 members were present, the
absence of Treasurer and new Secre-
tary due to Il health and others prob-
ably because of bad weather. There
were two visitors who it is hoped will
join the Branch.

Matters dealt with included thanks to
those dealing with the Memorial Gar-
dens Crosses; the hope that the 2018
Band Concert would be in the Baptist
Church, the Academy having been
expensive and lacking in atmosphere;
the proposed date for 2018 M H
Poppy walk was [0 |une; Stewart
Harrison would be the Branch dele-
gate at the County Conference; cur-
rent membership was 1%, some
Poppy Appeal collections were still
awaited but others were encouraging;
some visits and telephone calls were
made by Branch Community Sup-
porters and recorded; the Standard
had been carried at all the Remem-
brance events and it was

that the branch’s gratitude to Hilary
Brazil should be recorded: a reminder
that the Tri-Service lunch was on 9

2017 After Meeting Events
December
Quiz by |ill Mann & mince pies

Movember
Talk by Stewart Harrison - "Aden’s
Dirty War’

October (AGM)
Poppy Appeal awards presentation &
buffet

September
Poetry reading by members

August
Talk by Jackie McBlain about LOROS
proposed local “Wellbeing Centre’

July
A discussion on ways to attract new
members

Jure
Glyn llliffe, dressed as a WWI| sol-
dier, spoke about 1917

May

Talk by David Kyle about LU3A

April

Ken Hook & Margaret Richards spoke
‘Market Harborough in Bloom’

|anuary; on |18 January there would  pgpch
be a meeting to appoint a new Armed  py, meeting but Anniv Clinner
Forces Day Committee; In Touch was )
ready for distribution and was online. February
Talk about Sea Cadets
After Meeting Event
See top of next column. January
Talk abouwt and by local Scouts
Caover Image

Photo taken by Tom Ashmore at the Mational Memorial Arboretum

on 19 july 2011




Remember theose? (From January 1997)

The Brotherhood of Man
By a Former MNaval Person

Funny stories of incidents in the Serv-
ices abound. The long suffering Ser-
geant Major iz often the Army's
subject (see page 4). In the Mavy the
character is Stripey, the 3 badge A B;
too wise to seek promotion after 15
years or more service; always pros-
perous and always able to act dumb,
thus avoiding detection of any wrong
doing, and very popular with his Ship-
mates.

Stripey. with his brush, knew that he
was safe if he kept moving: he was the

duty Parade Ground Sweeper.

The Commander of the Barracks, not-
ed as a most unpleasant 3 Ringer of
doubtful parentage, challenged Stripey
one day with that well used MNaval
question - “What are you?”

Stripey had been to Church Parade
the morning before and heard the Sin
Bosun (Chaplain) speak about the
Brotherhood of Man.

These words appealed to
Stripey, so he found it a simple matter
to answer the Commander’s question
- “What are you!™ with “I'm your
brother Sir™
This was one of several contributions
o In Touch by Bl Cattan.

Memories by Hotspur

By any standard the parade ground at
Gujarat Barracks, Colchester, was

impressive. To an |8 year old Officer
Cadet, sesing it for the first time it
was awesome. [ucked away in a cor-
ner of this vast arena stood the squad
of about twenty Officer Cadets under
the command of Company Sergeant
Major Walldock, ewpert without
equal in all forms of Army drill. His
imposing presence was matched only
by his stentorian voice. Some said his
words of command could be heard as
far away as Ipswich.

He had called the squad to attention
about four times before he was satis-
fied. Then came his next command,

3

“SQUAD - NUMBER!”. Anyone famil-
iar with this particular operation will
know that it never goes right the first
time. “AS YOU WERE™ echoed
round the barracks and the surround-
ing countryside. Coldly, the C5M.
repeated his command, “SQUAD -
MNUMBER!". Again it went wrong.
Thinking he was dealing with idiots,
imbeciles masquerading as potential
Offficers, he called “Stand Easy, and
pay careful attention to me. Mumber-
ing in the Army, Officer Cadets - ALL
you has to do is add one to the
number what the man on your right
haz showuted out, then showt that
number out i you can”.
"SQUAD MUMBER!™

Bernard Hokall wrote a3 Hotspur



Finding IN3904
by Tom Ashmore

On |76 October 20017 a meta
ietector ssarch was carried out

the probable location of where, i
PAugust 1944, the Wellington Bombe

L =

LIN394 crash landed. Branch member
Clavid French with two othen
detectorists were supported by Bri
Thomas and my seff with th
agreement and help of the land owner,
b few miles north of Great Bowden]
The exact location is not being made
public to avoid souvenir hunters.

The event was the outcome of hel
m M H branch requested by
ember of the Royal Canadi
egion, Peter Wolfendale. He ha
een carrying out research about
oyal Canadian Air Force plan
iloted by his wife's cousin which h
rashed with the total loss of life
e crew. Peter had found that th
lane was based at the RAF Trainin
irfield near Foxton and as a night
ime exercise had taken off from
but crashed after a very sho
ight. The Accident Report wri

immediately after the crash said the
plane had hit an electricity pylon and
landed near the railway sidings near
Welham.

Peter had contacted ocur Branch
Secretary in the hope that owr
members’ local knowledge might
help in finding the exact location of
the crash amd because in the
information he sent, there was
reference to the sidings. | contacted
Phillip Baildon, of the Harborough
Railway Association asking if any of

5

Welham sidings in 1960

their members had any knowledge of
the crash. Their anecdotal evidence
based on 70 year old memories and
stories placed the crash site near
what had been the Level Crossing on
the Welham to Great Bowden Lane
although no physical evidence had
been found by the farmers or others
over the years.

During a visit to the UK to see
relatives, Peter and his wife, Louise,
arranged to meet Phillip and HRA
colleagues with me and my son near




the Crossing House and we walked

Tom, Peter, Phil , Louise
on Bowden Lane

to the gate of the field where the
orash was said to have ocooured.

There were some inconsistencies in
the evidence and it did not account
for the childhood memory of ane
HRA member of seeing, from a bus,
a damaged pylon. This prompted
Peter to continue his research and
from Canadian courses he found the
official Court of Enquiry document
with statements made from
technical and other witnesses giving
a more reliable description of the
crash location, including a map
reference and that the plane’s wing
had hit a pylon only 20 feet above
the ground. The Accident report did
give the same map reference
although it was not near the sidings.

Based on this new evidence Peter
arranged with the farmer whaose
land contained the map reference
asking i he would allow a metal
detector search and he kindly
agreed subject to it not being where
there were growing crops. By

Cictober the land was dear and the
team Tom had arranged. met the
farmer and was able to start work
An early piece of evidence that we
were near where the plane finished
up was that an electricity pylon had
obviously been repaired with
attached metal plates about 20 feat
above the ground and was still in use
over 0 years later. No other pylon
we saw had similar fodngs.

The initial search was at the edge of
the field in which the pylon stood and
several finds were of heavy bits of
probably  agricultural — material.
Moving into the next field David got
many signals and the three
concentrated the search there and
many bits were dug up. all quite small
and covered in soil. The only things
which were recognisable were of
bullets and broken cartridge cases.
Hr_nl measunng the location relative to

the edges

A

to  the
Some of what was found| m  a P

after cleaning reference

in the 1944 documents. We were
sure this was the final resting place

of the plane and this iz what we told
the farmer when we thanked him for
his help and interest. For Peter it is
the outcome of painstaking research
and for Louise, knowing where her
cousin died.




From the Archiveas

The Chairman's Gavel
Llsed at each meeting, it was pre-
sented to the Branch by the late
Sandy Vials whose father used it

whan he was Chairman of the local
branch of the Old Contemptibles.

War Memorial in -
Adelaide, 5. Australia -

Crur Garden of Remembrance
derives from the layout of crosses
Tom Jeacock saw here one
ANZAC Day

Robert *
Cramp at 8
Branch |
T5ch Anni-
versary
Exhibition
at Museuwm
1788

Mioscellany

January 1918 News ltems

6t Germany recognises the inde-
pendence of Finland

B Two million acres of Britain to
be planted with trees

Qs LS President Wilson states
what the war should achieve

e JE married women over 30 to
be given the Vote

2114 Restaurants must not serve
meat two days each week

3l 103 zailors die & 2 submarines
lost in night exercises

Jle Martial law declared in Berlin

after strikes

Cheers toanawyear and :armt-hér :
tit rip.fri. 23

.. thance

Mew Year Fun

2 What's an ig?
A A snow house without a loo
Q. What do you call a snowman in
the summer?
A A puddle
: What's the difference between
an iceberg and a clothes brush?
A: One crushes boats and the
other brushes coats!
. What do snowmen eat for
brealdast?

& Frosted Flakes.




2017 Highlighto

Mational Conference 2021 May
attended by Branch delegate. |ohn
Standish, Standard Bearer, Hillary
Brazil & Betty Ramsay as a county

Anniversary Dinner & March

Obituary
George Gowing died on |6+ De-
cember following a spell in the Wil-
lows. He had been a Branch member
and with his wife was a dedicated

Poppy Appeal collector. His Army
service was in REME.

We send condolences to his family.

Committee Members

Jill Mann (MH 4561572)
Colin & Pauline Mclnoyre (el

cMcintyre | #45@ yahoo.couk)
Pat Middleton (MH £45827)
Kathie Morley (MH 419714)
Barbara Pickup (MH 4334%32)
Pat Walker (MH 54556&0)

LUNCH
ATHE ES

ANGEL 35t

far good food and good comipany

MEST IN THE
6 FEBRUARY .0 a1 woon

Digital and paper archives sent to
County Records Office - 24 |uly

Another successful and popular
Poetry Reading - |13 September

Wreath laying ceremc-nrat the
Cottage Hospital - 11 Movember

MENU

Mugget of pork in sauce: Battered

Cod & Chips; Vegetable casserole;
all with peas & carrots.

Fresh fruit salad & sorbet; Lemon

tart & creamy; Cherry & almond

pudding w custard.
Tea or coffee & mints. £9.35

To book, contact Kathie Marley on
01858 4157 14 or by email
kathiemoriey@iaktalk.net

T cancel. ring The Angel (01858

462701 before 10 am on the day or
yiould willl be charged




What's Geing €n’

Forthcoming Events

County Conference (& Malt-
an Mowhray

Branch lunch
Branch Meeting

Anniversary Dinner (& Con.
Cluk - no branch meeting

13 Jan

& Feb
14 Feb
14 Mar

Welfare
if you know any one who may
benefit from Legion welfare ring
Betty Ramsay on 01358 434%213

REL Helpline
ic open to everyone, Bam - Bprm, 7
days a week on 0808 802 8080 for
advice and support for serving & ex-
service people and dependants.

Fa Towch Mext Month
From the Archives, Miscellany,
Femermber This?, Mews, atc. _'_’/

The views expressed in this newskelier
are those of the suthors. The edifor
reserves the nghf to decide what is fo be
published . No part may be reproduced

Branch Contacts

President
Y. Rev. J[ohn Morley  OQIB58 419714
revimorley @ talktalk net

Chairman

John Standish 0116 2404170

Mobile OF7 10 799595
chairmhrbifiibtinternet com
5 Manor Rd, Fleckney, LEB BT

Yice Chairman
Stewart Harrison
srh3023 2i@emailcom

Secretary,
Sara Whitley-Kinzett DIB5E 434476
sarawhitleykinzett@email com
4 Ashfield Road, M H LEI& 7LX
Treasurerr & Membership Sec'y
Myra Grewcock 01858 419517
m.grewcock 47 {iemail com
8 Holdenby Close, MH. LEI& BJE
Poppy Appeal
Crave Prior 01858 540431
Office - & Fairfield Road MH LEI&
D00 0I85E 433492
pooteam {Dbtinternat.com
Standard Bearer
Hilary Brazil clo 01858 434923
Monthly Lunches
Eathie Morley OI1358 419714
kathiemorley@talktalk nat
Welfare & Youth
Betty Ramsay 01858 434923
betty. ramsapfihotmail.co. uk
In Touch - Editor
Tom Ashmore 01858 433108
tashmore@ukvet net
% The Pastures, MH . LE1& PEA
Branch %Website
woww_britishlegion orgub/branches/
market-harborough
Committee - see PageT




