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Newsletter – AUGUST 2012 
 
New Members Evening and Any Questions July 17th 
Approx. 50 members came to welcome new members and to participate in our ‘Any Questions’. President Derek Gladman 
presented four new members with their welcome packs. In addition to the usual handshake and obligatory picture, Steve 
Bonde briefly  interviewed each new member, introducing them to the meeting, making sure they were not sitting alone and 

finding out how and why they had become members 
of RBL. We were delighted to have two new cooks 
added to the branch! 
Mr  Dougie Bowen 
actually travels 40 
miles to Stamford 
branch as he had 
heard how active we 
are and wanted to 
join us.  Steve asked 
if there were any 
prospective 
members at the 

meeting and promptly enrolled another three, including   two 
serving personnel from RAF Wittering, and Christine Bowen, 
wife of Doug. One of the young ladies from RAF Wittering 

said that she felt we needed to become better known among serving personnel, as it was the 
enthusiasm of the Section Leader that had prompted her to join and she looked forward to spreading the word and 

participating in branch activities. Another  new member, Julie Holton, had 
joined as a result of meeting the team on the welfare stand at RAF Wittering. 
Any Questions was a new venture for the branch. Members were invited to 
submit questions in advance and these were ably edited by Steve Bonde, who 
chaired the panel. The panel was made up of willing volunteers; Amber 
Stokes, Derek Burton, Margaret Rogers and   Derek Adkins. The questions 
asked the panels opinions on how the RBL nationally and locally, could be 
made more attractive to younger members; how we could motivate current 
branch members to support events; and are the social events, often poorly 
supported, necessary as part of local branch life. The final question asked the 
panel members what they thought they would be doing in five years time. If 
you have views on any of these issues, why not write a reply to be included in 
forthcoming newsletter, we could even have a regular ‘letters’ spot in the 
future. 

 
Remember to get your Commemorative Badge –  
Don’t forget to purchase the commemorative pin badge to celebrate the 90th anniversary of the branch. 
They cost £3 each and are available from Alan Patrick on 01780 754357. They will also be for sale at all our 
events this summer. Support your branch – wear your badge with pride! 
Buy one for the mother in law, the cat, the gerbil and the neighbour next door .No-one has taken advantage of our 
offer of two for £7, so that offer is now withdrawn. 
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 Wings Appeal 2012 
The RAFA are calling for volunteers to help them to collect for the Wings Appeal in Morrisons,and 
Sainsburys, 3 - 14 September. Most of us have an hour or two to spare, so do please give Al Freestone a 
ring on 01780 752605. The RAFA do of course help us with our Poppy Appeal in November 
 
Don’t Forget to volunteer for our own 
Poppy Appeal collecting!!!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Looking Ahead to the AGM in 
October. 
Please can I appeal to you all to think ahead to our 
next AGM in October. In previous years 
nominations for various committee roles were 
noticeable by their absence. There will be a number 
of vacant positions this year, for various reasons, 
and so I am asking you all to consider whether you 
can become involved in this side of the RBL. We 
will be unable to function as a branch without the 
required committee, so, no committee – no Branch! 
Jim Rimmington has done a brilliant job over many 
years as the coordinator of the Poppy Appeal, and 
would love to have someone work alongside him 
this coming year with a view to taking on his role in 
2013. I must emphasis that this is a co-coordinating 
role and you would not have to do ALL the work. 
We will also be looking for a welfare chairman. In 
addition Pat would love it if someone with some 
computer savvy would take over the newsletter.  
 
 

Does this poem by Charles Osgood ring any bells? 

There was a most important JOB that needed to be done, 
And no reason NOT to do it, there was absolutely none.  

But in vital matters such as this the thing you have to ask, 
is WHO exactly will it be who’ll carry out this task. 

ANYBODY could have told you that EVERYBODY knew, 
that this was something SOMEBODY would surely have to do. 

NOBODY was unwilling, ANYBODY had the ability, 
but NOBODY thought he was supposed to be the one. 

It seemed to be a job that ANYBODY could have done, 
If ANYBODY thought he was supposed to be the one. 

But since EVERYBODY recognized that ANYBODY could, 
EVERYBODY took for granted that SOMEBODY would. 

But NOBODY told ANYBODY that we are aware of, 
That he would be in charge of seeing it was taken care of. 

And NOBODY took it on himself to follow through and DO, 
What EVERYBODY thought that SOMEBODY would do. 

When what EVERYBODY needs so did not get done at all, 
EVERYBODY was complaining that SOMEBODY dropped the 
ball. 

ANYBODY then could see it was an awful crying shame, 
And EVERYBODY looked around for SOMEBODY to blame. 

SOMEBODY should have done the job and EVERYBODY 
would have, 
But in the end NOBODY did what ANYBODY could have. 

A poem by Charles Osgood, courtesy of George Morley 

Rutland Sailability 
Rutland Sailability will be packing bags and raising 
funds for their activities at Morrisons on 
Saturday/Sunday, 4 & 5 August. They are appealing 
for helpers to give them just a couple of hours of 
their time. If you would like to help, please contact 
Mike Baumber on 01780 740289 or at 
michael.baumber@btinternet.com. 

Stamford Community Garden 
The Branch has been approached by Tony Croft who wonders if there is any  Branch interest in collaborating in the 
development of the new Stamford Community Garden. This was launched last July on the Uffington Rd allotments to 
promote the growing and eating of fresh fruit and vegetables. The Town Mayor opened it formally in August and Vic 
Couzens is providing substantial contracting services.  The Garden covers an area of 34 x 12metres and aims to develop a 
series of plots – a recycling garden, a low-water garden, etc – and they are developing links with schools, U3A and other 
social groups who will develop the gardens of interest to them. They have regular volunteer days on Wednesdays. They 
have discovered a Home Front replica pack with a Dig for Victory leaflet from WWII and want to follow its guidelines to 
set out a 5 x 8m Did for Victory allotment. They hope that it will provide a learning resource for school children. They 
wonder if any of our members would like to help.  I said that many of our members knew the real thing!! If you are 
interested then contact Tony on 01780 720417. 
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Books to Borrow 
Mr Clifford Newton has given the branch three books of military humour  
( compiled by himself), and these are available for members to borrow from 
 the secretary. 

 
 
Diamond Jubilee Celebration Concert 
 
 

Saving Lives in Afghanistan. 
Hello to everyone back home. It is really hot out here already; reaching 40 degrees most days, but often feels much hotter. We have 
had some bad storms and flash flooding, but the ground soon dries when the sun comes up. I am working and living with the 
Americans, but it is not as luxurious as you would expect. I think the US Army and Air Force like their mod cons, but I am with the 
Marines (USMC) and they like to “rough it.” No flushing toilets here, it’s rows of porta loos! The food is plentiful and they 
definitely believe an army marches on its stomach; they even have Baskin and Robbins ice-cream with hot chocolate sauce. Luckily 
there is a gym, and in typical Marine Corps fashion there are pull up bars, (everywhere) just in case you fancy a workout on the way 
to work. 
I am working in the Patient Evacuation Co-ordination Cell or PECC for short, in the main Regional Command (South West) Head 
Quarters. It is my job to get the casualties off the battlefield and into the nearest hospital in the quickest time possible. It means 
working and speaking to lots of different people to be able to get the best care for our troops. We have a lot of military hospitals in 
Afghanistan, run by British, Americans and Germans, amongst others. But there are also a lot of local hospitals springing up, and 
they are taking over a lot of the care of the Afghan people. We use different helicopters, aircraft and teams to get casualties to the 
right hospital. It is incredible how fast they can take off in response to a call, often 3 or 4 minutes, and the team is airborne and on 
their way to the casualty. Each team has a different set up, but they all provide life saving skills and equipment on board the 
helicopter.  
When they get to Bastion Hospital the guys get amazing care. They have state of the art CT, MRI, X-Ray, laboratories and surgeons. 
The nursing is second to none, and the nurses always have time to sit with the patients and just chat. There is real camaraderie on the 
ward and the injured soldiers all help each other, and of course there is lots of banter. Once the patients are ready to come home, they 
have medical escorts for the flight home to Birmingham. They are then seen by the doctors at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital and 
either continue receiving medical care, or get discharged home to their families.  
The whole medical system out here works incredibly well, and I am very proud to be a small part of it.  
Jayne 
Sqn Ldr Jayne Arscott  (Stamford Branch Member) 
The picture is of the obligatory helicopter. This is the US Air Force medical team, PECC team members and me. – 2nd from left. 

 

Poppy Appeal Volunteers 
Those of our members with e-mail access will have seen the appeal from Jim Rimmington, our Poppy Appeal Adviser, for 
volunteers to run and man our Poppy Appeal in the three supermarkets this year. There seems to be some reluctance to take up the 
responsibility in particular for Sainsburys. Members might be interested therefore in the e-mail, reproduced here which we have 
received from George Morley, our Member in Canada and PAO for his other Branch in New Brunswick.  

Hello all,   A message from Canada. 

The message from Jim Rimmington says it all and for the Poppy Appeal to take place new blood must come forward to take up the 
reins as it will not run itself.  I am in the same position as Jim here and already have my successor. I am a member of Branch No 
41 in Petitcodiac, New Brunswick as well as maintaining my membership at Stamford and have been the PAO for the past 4 years. 
I know the area covered in Stamford as I was the PAO there for many years and took a week’s holiday to carry it out as I was still 
working then.  When I joined the Royal Canadian Legion they needed a new PAO and I jumped in as there was no volunteer at the 
time. Needless to say that the Poppy Appeal is the main event in the Legion calendar and all should play their part as they agree to 
when joining. There is great satisfaction in having a successful campaign and it will only happen through the efforts of members. 
The great thing about it is that there is never a need to tell anyone what the appeal is all about and for the general public to 
see you all in uniform is enough for them to respond generously as they continue to do.  

I wish the new volunteer all the best and for the branch to have yet another successful campaign. 

Best Wishes to all, 

George Morley.   

What is interesting is that George used to take a week’s holiday from work when he ran our Poppy Appeal. How times change! 

 

 Nominate the Legion 
Sainsbury’s have introduced a leaflet 
which invites their customers to 
nominate a local charity which 
Sainsbury’s should support. They 
claim to have given over £4 million in 
this way to thousands of charities 
across the UK. 
This Branch is a local charity. So, even 
if you are a lifelong Morrison 
supporter, do pop into Sainsbury’s and 
nominate us. As you know we can put 
any money to the best possible uses. 

 

Town Hall Guides 
Stamford Town Council is 
outing on guided tours of 
the Town Hall on Mondays 
and Fridays throughout 
August and September. 
The tours will take place 
every hour from 1000 to 
1600. They are building up 
a list of volunteers who 
would be happy to act as 
guides, full scripts will be 
provided with scope for 
your own anecdotes. 
Contact Cllr. Maureen 
Jalili (07718 884402 if 
interested. 
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Oakham Jubilee Concert 
Oakham Branch of the RBL invite you and your friends to a Diamond  
Jubilee Celebration Concert to be held on Friday 12th October at 7.30pm. 
Featuring the Band of the Parachute Regiment and the Minden Band of the  
Queen’s  Division at The Oakham School Chapel. Tickets  £15 per person  
from Oakham School Box Office (01572 758820) from 1st September or 
contact Alan Moutrey on 01572 723663. 
email alanmoutrey@oakham.uk.com. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COMING EVENTS  
Aug 18-19          Ramsey War Weekend 
Aug 25-27          Rauceby War Weekend 
Sept 3 – 14         RAF Wings Appeal 
Sept 15th             Royal Artillery open day, St George’s Barracks 
Sept 16th             Battle of Britain Service and Parade. 
Sept 18th             RBL Welfare Workshop, RAF Wittering   
Sept 18th             General Social Quiz Night 
Sept 19th……….Outing to Arboretum   
Sept 20th              RBL Welfare Workshop, 16 Regt, RA. 
Oct 6th/7th            Nene Valley Railway 40’s weekend 
Nov 2nd               Poppy Appeal Band Concert 

 
-                                   
                    

 

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING                 Best Wishes to our members,  
1900 hrs, Tuesday 11th September,  Clare Close Community Room           Brian and Pat.  

NEXT BRANCH GENERAL SOCIAL                   
20.00 hrs  Tuesday 18th September,   Cummins Club.                            
 
 

Milk Bottle Tops 
Longer-standing members will recall that we 
used to collect bin-bags full of milk bottle tops a 
couple of years ago for some people with the 
aim of raising enough cash to pay for a 
wheelchair for a disabled child.  That activity 
fizzled out, but the residents of Clare Close have 
now started their own collection and have asked 
if we can 
contribute.

 
Steve Bonde would be grateful if members 
could again save their milk bottle tops for him – 
the standard green, blue and red tops. We must 
emphasise that it is only the standard milk bottle 
top and not other plastic tops – shampoo, 
toothpaste, aerosols etc. It seems they are a 
different type of plastic. 

General Social Meeting  18th September 
Pit your wits against Steve!! The next social evening 
is one of Steve’s famous Quiz evenings. Come along 
and bring your friends, this is the best ‘pub’ quiz in 
Stamford, especially the picture round which has us 
puzzling over locations we walk past every day. 

 
Sabres at dawn? 

Invest And Prosper?  
If you had purchased £1,000 of shares in Delta Airlines one year ago, 
you would have £49.00 today  
If you had purchased £1,000 of shares in AIG insurance company one 
year ago, you would have £33.00 today.  
If you had purchased £1,000 of shares in Lehman Brothers five years 
ago, you would have nothing today.  
If you had purchased £1,000 of shares in Northern Rock three years ago, 
you would have nothing today.  
But, if you had purchased £1,000 worth of beer one year ago at Tesco's, 
drunk all the beer, then taken the aluminium cans to the scrap metal 
dealer, you would have received £114.00 for them.  
Based on the above, the best current investment plan is to drink heavily 
& recycle. A recent study found that the average Briton walks about 900 
miles a year.  
Another study found that Britons drink, on average, 22 gallons of 
alcohol a year.  
That means that, on average, Britons get about 41 miles to the gallon!  
Makes you proud to be British. 
Thanks to the Int Corps Eastern Region magazine. 

 


