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SUFFOLK 
SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2017 
 

Welcome and Thank You! 

 
Welcome to the September/October edition of the 
Poppy Appeal Organisers Newsletter. 

I would like to start with sharing with you the latest 
Suffolk Poppy Appeal total: 

                            *** £768,773.36 *** 

This is an outstanding, record breaking total for Suffolk 
and has a couple of weeks to rise before the end of 
September 2017.  The new financial year starts on the 
1st October 2017.Thank you to everyone who has 
worked so hard and helped Suffolk to achieve this total 
so far.  Without the dedication of yourselves, your 
volunteers and other fundraisers, this Suffolk total would 
not be possible. 

The National Total stands at: 

                         *** £45,678,850.32*** 

In the last newsletter I briefly explained the role of the 
Community Fundraiser. These last few months have 
been busy, going out into the community, with attending 
the Suffolk Show and Armed Forces Day in Felixstowe 
with my fellow County Colleagues from Membership, 
RAF Honington Families Day where I had the pleasure 
of meeting the Suffolk Lord Lieutenant - Lady Euston 
and I was delighted to be invited to attend the Ipswich 
Branch Poppy Appeal awards evening to meet the 
many dedicated volunteers and to witness them 
receiving their deserving awards.  I also met the ladies 
of Barton Mills WI who kindly invited me to one of their 
meetings to talk about the Poppy Appeal and 
generously gave a donation.   

Thank you to the PAO's and their volunteers who 
conducted collections at Cineworld in Bury St Edmunds, 
Haverhill and Ipswich.  Collectively over the weekend of 
the first screening of Dunkirk, a total of £1411.60. 

The Poppy Appeal Seminar was held on the 7th 
September 2017 at the Farmers Club, Bury St 
Edmunds.  Unfortunately, I understand some of you did 
not receive the information and I will be looking into this 
so this does not happen again, however, I had to run 
with the event.  We had two interesting and inspirational 
guest speakers; Duncan Maile from Outside the Wire - 
this organisation receives a grant from the RBL to 
continue the valuable work they offer to Veterans and 

Tom Legge, who I have mentioned before in previous 
newsletters as an individual fundraiser who took part in 
the RBL organised Freedom Trail and raised under 
£6000.  I also shared updates with the Poppy Appeal, 
which I will mention in this newsletter. The date for the 
next Poppy Appeal Seminar will be on Thursday 6th  

September 2018 - venue to be confirmed 

If you'd like to take a look at the Outside the Wire 
website please look at the following: 

www.matthewproject.org/adult-team/outside-the-wire 

Poppy Appeal 2017/18  
Just a few reminders with the new Poppy Appeal year 
ahead of us: 

* Please make sure that you are aware of any No Cold 
Calling zones or No Cold Caller stickers that are 
displayed in front doors or windows - we are not 
immune to this and even if you know the person that 
resides in a house that displays such a sticker, you are 
not allowed to knock on their door - however, if you 
know them that well, you can call them, or pop a note in 
their door, prior to Poppy Appeal, inviting them to come 
to your home to obtain their Poppy.  You can check the 
Suffolk County Website, under the Trading Standards 
section which shares the list of roads that are part of the 
No Cold Calling Scheme.   

www.suffolk.gov.uk/community-and-safety/trading-
standards-for-consumers/consumer-advice-and-
rights/no-cold-calling-zones/ 

As far as we are aware this only affects residential 
areas and not businesses. 

If you wish to discuss this further with me, please do not 
hesitate to contact me.  

* IMPORTANT - It is imperative that the SOA 
(Statement of Accounts) are filled in and returned by  
the date, set in December, by Aylesford. 

As a charity we are legally obliged to send returns to the 
Local Councils informing them of certain information. If 
this information is not forth coming it could mean that 
Street Permits may be withheld. 

This information (SOA) is also a requirement of the 
auditors who come in January. Every year they 
randomly select a cross section of areas and PAO's 
Statement of Accounts to audit. 

If you need any help contact me and I will be happy to 
come and help. 

Aylesford and myself, have spent a lot of time chasing 
PAOs for these forms this year so please lets ensure 

http://www.matthewproject.org/adult-team/outside-the-wire
http://www.suffolk.gov.uk/community-and-safety/trading-standards-for-consumers/consumer-advice-and-rights/no-cold-calling-zones/
http://www.suffolk.gov.uk/community-and-safety/trading-standards-for-consumers/consumer-advice-and-rights/no-cold-calling-zones/
http://www.suffolk.gov.uk/community-and-safety/trading-standards-for-consumers/consumer-advice-and-rights/no-cold-calling-zones/
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Suffolk are not on that list again.  Your co-operation is 
appreciated. 

* You will be receiving a further mailshot which should 
contain all Supermarket authority letters and relevant 
forms to support the forthcoming Poppy Appeal 

* IMPORTANT - Message from Aylesford Warehouse - 
if you have been placing your orders, on online 
ordering, please ensure that you try and make one 
order for example, do not make separate orders for 
wreaths, poppies and then an order for stationery.  As I 
have previously explained, Aylesford warehouse does 
not operate a system like that of Amazon.  PAO's have 
been ordering in such a way that has resulted in the 
warehouse having a backlog of orders and not meeting 
the delivery date.  Please be mindful before you process 
an order. 

* Tesco, Morrisons and Sainsburys are continuing to 
support us during Poppy Appeal with assisting with the 
counting of the pots.  Homebase have also come on 
board.  Aldi were going to help, however, they have 
declined for this year and negotiations will continue. 
Tesco's have offered a free tea or coffee and muffin for 
all volunteers that collect during Remembrancetide. 

* As your Community Fundraiser for Suffolk, it is 
important that I am kept informed of any changes ie 
passing on areas, stepping down from the post, change 
of circumstances, contact detail changes and any 
questions or queries.                   

* If you have an email address, please notify Ayelsford 
and if you have not registered for the online Poppy 
Appeal ordering, please email our Regional 
Administrator, Vanessa Dean at  

                      vdean@britishlegion.org.uk 

Request that you would like a username and password 
for the PA online ordering and by return she will send 
this to you.  

 If at any point you lose your username or password, 
email Vanessa and she will help you. 

New PAO's   

 
I would like to extend a warm welcome to all the new 
PAO's and JPAO's who have joined the Suffolk Team 
recently 

Also my thanks to the outgoing PAO's for their hard 
work and dedication to the Suffolk Poppy Appeal and 
wish them all the very best in the future. 

There is a new application process for new PAO's.  At 
the time of application, a passport photo will be 
requested and the incoming signature of the PAO and 
the CFR is required before their application can be 
processed at Aylesford. 

ID Cards 
Existing PAO's, DPAO's and JPAO's - If you have not 
applied for your ID Card, please send me a passport 
sized photo or email a photo to me and I will complete 
the form and send to Aylesford.  Please note Photo ID 
cards are for PAO's, JPAO's and their Deputies only. 

                       
       

Change of Fundraising 
Regulators logo 
This was mentioned in the last newsletter and as a 
reminder - the Fundraising Regulators logo has 
changed which means any collection pots and poppy 
boxes that display the old logo have to be replaced with 
the following: 

Below is the new refurbishment sticker for Poppy 
Appeal collection pots.   

 
Below is the new refurbishment sticker for Poppy 
Appeal Trays. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ONLY replace if the old logo is displayed  

 

This is the old logo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:vdean@britishlegion.org.uk
http://orders.britishlegion.org.uk/replacment-fr-fundraising-sticker-small-75-x35-mm.html
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The Silent Soldier 

 
As we prepare for the commemoration of the 100 years 
of the end of World War One, Royal British Legion 
“Silent Soldier” concept marks the sacrifice of those who 
fell in the four war years leading up to the Armistice in 
November 1918. Commemorative events will be held 
across the United Kingdom during 2018, 100 years after 
the end of the First World War, and you may wish to join 
Suffolk RBL Poppy Appeal in remembering those who 
lost life and limb all those years ago.                

Nearly 1.1 million British and Empire service men and 
women were killed during the First World War before 
the guns finally fell silent on Armistice Day 11 
November 1918 and Suffolk RBL Poppy Appeal is keen 
to ensure that we in the County pay respects to those 
who gave so much.  Suffolk RBL Poppy Appeal is 
inviting companies to sponsor the SILENT SOLDIER. 

Silent Soldiers will appear across the Surrey area as we 
commemorate the end of WW1. They will appear on 
buildings, and in gardens, fields, roundabouts and many 
other places. Companies, and individuals, can join the 
Nation in remembrance by displaying a Silent Soldier.  
The donation for each of these is £250.  The Silent 
Soldier complies with all regulations and is robust and 
weather resistant. 

Suffolk RBL Poppy Appeal is sure that communities will 
come together in all sorts of different ways to consider 
and remember the huge sacrifice that so many people 
made during those war years. The Silent Soldier will be 
Suffolk's tribute – it references those who came home 
“silently”. 

The Silent Soldier can be fixed to buildings and walls or 
stand upright, fixed to posts.  

Further information can be obtained from me and I can 
provide the relevant information if anyone wishes to 
pass this on to an interested party. 

The Royal British Legion Pub 
Quiz 

 
The Royal British Legion Pub Quiz is back with brand 
new questions for teams to puzzle over. From tin-foil 

tower building to British songs and national treasures; 
our interactive pub quiz celebrates the best of British. 

This November, to get involved, simply sign up for your 
free quiz pack by visiting the website.  PAO's can hold 
their own Pub Quiz - this could be in your local or village 
hall or share this information with your local groups, 
clubs and pubs.  Money raised for the Poppy Appeal is 
placed against your district. 

For further information and to sign up for a Pub Quiz 
pack visit the website: 

http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-
involved/fundraise/social-events/pub-quiz/  

Additional information is available further on in this 
newsletter. 

Final word ….  
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY CONCERT 

SUNDAY 12th NOVEMBER 2017 at 4.00pm  /  Ipswich 
Corn Exchange 

After the huge success of the first ever Suffolk 
Philharmonic Orchestra Remembrance Sunday concert 
at the Corn Exchange in 2016, the Orchestra returns 
with a programme of bright and attractive popular 
classics – focused with two unforgettable pieces 
strongly associated with Remembrance-tide. 

Tickets: Corn Exchange Box office 

There will be a retiring collection, after the concert,  for 
the Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal. 

REMEMBERING WHY WE DO WHAT WE DO - FOR 
OUR SERVICE COMMUNITY  

 

 
Our volunteers, members and supporters are at the 
heart of our work, enabling us to provide lifelong support 
for the Armed Forces community - serving men and 
women, veterans, and their families. Supporting us 
should be a rewarding experience. We are registered 
with the Fundraising Regulator and comply with the key 
principles embodied in their Promise. 

I wish you all the very best of luck with your Poppy 
Appeals for this forthcoming year and 'Thank' all of you 
for your dedication and hard work.  I will be conducting 
the Suffolk Poppy Appeal Launch in Felixstowe, with the 
Felixstowe PAO this year.  Proceedings will be officially 
opened by the Deputy Lord Lieutenant of Suffolk and 
the Mayor of Felixstowe. 

RETHINK REMEMBRANCE                              

http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/fundraise/social-events/pub-quiz/
http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/fundraise/social-events/pub-quiz/
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The Royal British Legion Pub Quiz is back with brand 
new questions! We had great feedback from the pilot  
in March, with participants saying it was the best pub 
quiz they had ever done and pub landlords finding it 
attracted first time customers to their pubs. This 
September, we are launching the Pub Quiz to ask 
supporters to host theirs in November. From tin foil 
towers to taste test relays, this Pub Quiz is a twist on 
the traditional classic. We need your help to get the 
word out and ask people to take part in this fantastic 
fundraiser. It would be great if you could speak to pubs 
in your local area to ask them to host this Pub Quiz for 
the Legion, but it’s not just for pubs - anyone can get 
involved! 

Any income banked from Pub Quizzes into Poppy 
Appeal accounts will stay there, but will need to be 
coded correctly so we can accurately track the income. 
Please ensure that you let us know how much the Pub 
Quizzes that you recruited in your area raised by 
completing the relevant section in your statement of 
accounts in December. If the quiz proves successful, we 
can continue providing you with this exciting and all 
inclusive fundraising tool in the future. 

Hosts can register online or call to receive a free  
pack which contains everything you need to host  
a Pub Quiz: www.britishlegion.org.uk/pubquiz  
or call 0333 011 4500. 

 
Bristol Poppy Ball at  
The City Marriott Hotel  
18th November - Tickets: £485 (Table of 10) / £55 pp 
www.bristolpoppyball.co.uk 
BOOK NOW! 

 
Volunteering for the Legion 
The Royal British Legion aims for every volunteer to 
have a first class experience when volunteering with us. 
In order to improve the way we continue to support our 
volunteers we are asking you to take part in a short 
survey. This is completely anonymous – no names or 
contact details are required. This is your chance to give 
us your views and suggestions about volunteering for 
the Legion. The survey is available online at 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/2017-legion-
volunteer-survey. Paper copies are available on 
request either by emailing 
volunteersupport@britishlegion.org.uk or calling 
0808 802 8080. The survey closes on 30 November. 
Please do take the time to take part and encourage 
Collectors to also take part. 

 

POPPY RUNS 
If you fancy something a little more 
active, why not sign up for one of our 
Poppy Runs?  

These family-friendly 5K runs will be 
taking place in 15 parks across the 
country from 28th October to 
5th November. Runners of all ability 
levels are welcome – even dogs 
can join the fun!  

If the Poppy Run locations aren’t 
right for you, but you’d still like to 
take part, we’ve got you covered 
with My Poppy Run– you choose the 
time, location and distance. 

Whether you run, jog or walk, the 
Poppy Run is a great opportunity to 
get moving and join with others in 
shared Remembrance of the fallen.  
And while you’re at it, you’ll be raising much needed funds to 
help support members of the Forces family in need. 
 

REGIONAL EVENTS 
Challenge events:  
Raising funds for The Poppy Appeal 2018 :- 

 
3rd June 2018 Canonteign Waterfalls  
220ft Abseil, Devon 
Entry: £20 pp Sponsorship £150 pp 
(Min age: 16yrs) 
 

 
10th June 2018 Hardy Monument  
72ft Abseil, Dorset 
Entry: £10 pp Sponsorship £100 pp 
(Min age: 8 yrs) 
 

 
24th June 2018 It's A Knockout, Bristol  
Team Entry: £120 Team Sponsorship: £600 
(Min age: 16 yrs) 
 
 
 
Sunday 8th July 2018  
Dragon Boat Event, Plymouth 
Team Entry: £170 Team Sponsorship: £750  
(team size up to 17 people)  
(min age: 12 yrs) 
 
15th - 19th Sept 2018  
Castaway Survival Challenge  
- mystery beach location   
Entry: £40 pp Sponsorship: £550 pp 
Only 24 places available (min age: 18 yrs) 

 
 

3rd - 10th March 2019  
Arctic Survival Challenge 
Entry: £200 pp Sponsorship £2,500 pp 
Only 15 places available (min age: 18 
yrs) 
 

http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/pubquiz
http://www.bristolpoppyball.co.uk/
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/2017-legion-volunteer-survey
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/2017-legion-volunteer-survey
mailto:volunteersupport@britishlegion.org.uk



