JOHN WALTER CHAPLIN 
John was born in Great Cornard on the 4th October 1931 and attended Great Cornard Primary School at the age of five.

 Of course John was too young to be called up for War duty but he vividly remembers the day that War was announced – September 3rd 1939. John was at a Service in St Andrews Church when a member of the congregation, Freddy Jacobs, came rushing in to inform the Reverend Barwood of the outbreak of War. 
John was seven at the time and he also remembers when Gas Masks were given out to everyone and they had to take them to school and had to wear them for half an hour to get used to them. He also remembers that the seventh house in Head Lane had sand bags and a pump for emergencies but he cannot recall them being used. 

A Spitfire and a German plane had a ‘dog fight’ over Sudbury one Saturday morning and another recollection is of hearing about a German soldier sitting on the Police Station steps waiting to be arrested!
Families built shelters in the gardens where they could get in to quickly if there was ever an air raid but John recalls that the shelter that his family built soon had to be filled in again!

Once when he was at school doing Gardening lessons which took place near the top of York Road they could see the American Fortress planes taking off from Waldingfield Airdrome. He also recalls that other times they would watch these same planes returning some battered and broken. One specific incident happened at Woodhall Farm when a plane loaded with bombs crashed into the Farm house killing the 15 year old son who was ill in bed at the time.
Holbrook Hall at Waldingfield was bombed and Doodle Bugs came over at times, one such incident John watched as the Doodle Bug came down over Henny marshes.

John left school at 14 and he worked at Derisleys Garage which was in East Street (next door to the now Post Office). After a while he worked at Arlingtons Motors in the Stores Department. John was the ‘boy’ who had to run errands and he remembers too that Arlingtons became a store place for food supplies in case of a raid. One Christmas someone was sent to Norfolk to get the Christmas Turkeys and when they were on their way home they got lost, there were no road signs during War time. Eventually they found the way to Bury St Edmunds and then knew the way back to Sudbury!

John well remembers his older brother Ray volunteering for the Royal Air Force in 1943 and the day he left home for Service. Mum and all the family were sad and worried. He also remembers his demob in 1947 too when he returned safely.
Shops that served Sudbury during the War years he recalls: Cundys, Marten’s, Brown and Jay, Timothy Whites, all on the Market Hill, Worters the Butchers, Angelo Smith Jewellers, Sidnells Tobbaconist, Trickers Toys Cutmores had a Book shop and also a Clothes shop, all in North Street, also Jeff Reeve had a big machine in a shop where he mended lots of things for people after the War, this was at the end of the Alley way in North Street. These shops have all been taken over by new businesses now.
John married Pearl in 1960 living at Acton Lane Sudbury later moving to The Mead in Great Cornard where he still lives.
