ELIZABETH MARY BEETON (NEE HOOPER)
(Betty)

Betty was born on 28th September 1924 in Treharris, Glamorganshire.

In 1930 Betty and her family moved to Tenby where work prospects for her father were better. Betty left school at 15 and got a job as an usherette in the local Cinema much to her mother’s dismay. After War was declared she and her friend Irene, through their Girl Guide connections, became messengers at the air raid post. Tenby was a lively place as there were a variety of Regiments in and around the town and the R.A.F. were nearby on the many airfields around Tenby
It was on a night out that she met George, later to become her husband.

In September 1942 when Betty was now 18, she applied to join the W.R.N.S. and at an interview expressed her wish to join the boats crew, eventually being given the category of Steward, General duties. Betty reported to Westfield College in London on February 10th 1943 to begin her one months ‘trial’ and by 24th February was sent to HMS Victory 111, this being the covering term to WRNS Quarters. By March 1943 she was drafted to Alverstoke W.R.N.S. Sick quarters for H.M.S.Collingwood and whilst there she was re categorised to Officers Steward.

One night Collingwood was bombed killing 14 trainee sailors and during the bombings her nights were spent in the Air raid shelters.

By April 1946 demob was on the cards for both George and Betty and it was on May 1st 1946 that they married. There being a shortage of materials at this time Betty was lucky enough to borrow one of the wedding dresses that had been sent from America for the Forces brides and her Bridesmaids were lent dresses. Everyone pulled together to make this a most happy event.
