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On the Western Front the British Army at Ypres made preparations for a major campaign which would start 
on the 31st July and become known as the 3rd Battle of Ypres; also known as Passchendale.  Prior to the 
Army moving forward a large scale bombardment of enemy positions was undertaken for 11/12 days. Whilst 
this made way for the later assaults, it had unintended consequences of wide-scale cratering of low ground 
which had a high water table and destroyed much of the natural drainage of the ground over which attacking 
troops had to progress. The subsequent widespread waterlogged conditions will be referred to again in 
future articles.  On a more positive note the British air campaign to dominate the sky over Ypres was much 
more successful. 

On the Eastern Front  the febrile political atmosphere, following the abdication of the Tsar, had a major effect 
on the will and performance of the Russian Army.  A major offensive, the ‘Kerensky Offensive’, was launched 
at the beginning of July and started well but the loyalty of many troops wavered under the barrage of political 
confusion. By the end of the month the initiative had passed to the Germans who began a damaging counter 
offensive. 

A side issue which may have been considered relatively unimportant at the time was an agreement known 
as the Pact of Corfu. This pact laid down conditions for the creation of what would become Yugoslavia by the 
unification of Croats, Serbs, Slovenes and Montenegrins in a single State. Reverberations from this pact 
would echo around the Balkans, down the 20C and into the early 21C. 

In perpetration for the 3rd Battle of Ypres, the 5th (Cinque ports) Battalion of the Royal Sussex Regiment 
initially marched from the Somme area to north of Ypres and completed works without rest.  The battalion 
was then moved by train and marched to Oosthuer, where they were heavily shelled.  Marching on to 
Poperinghe and Peselhoek they were detailed for light railway construction and in the course of this work the 
men were badly gassed.  The battalion diaries note that 30th July was "T" day and at this point "D" company, 
where the men of Mayfield had originally been recruited to, moved to bivouac by the front line.  At 2.45 am 
on the 31st July two sections from "D" company opened up the first road to allow the guns through, and 
again at 7am and then 9.45am;  they worked all day, some platoons detailed for maintenance work.  During 
the month about 100 men from the regiment were admitted to hospital with gas symptoms. 

Mata Hari, born Margaretha Geertruida Zelle, left her British husband in the Dutch East Indies to perform her 
exotic dancing routines to audiences across Europe. Her entanglement with men of a military occupation/
background led to her being accused of divulging military secrets to German Intelligence personnel. She was 
found guilty of spying by a French court-martial and sentenced to death. Her execution by firing squad took 
place in October 1917. 

Nationally on the British political level,  Winston Churchill was made Minister of Munitions.  

Locally, a great deal of excitement was caused in Mayfield at noon on the 23 July by the appearance of 13 
aeroplanes flying together at great height above the village. 

A Store in Five Ashes was put up for auction. Owned by a Mr Tobitt the premises consisted of a Grocers, 
Drapers and General Stores with Post Office.  A private residence and extended range of outbuildings and 
large garden made for a total of 4 lots up for auction.  

There is one individual recorded on the Mayfield and Five Ashes War memorials for July 1917. 

Private Edgar Eaton  1st Battalion Royal Fusiliers (City of London Regiment). Sevice No G/37352. His 
Service Records have not survived. Edgar aged 31 was killed on the 31 July 1917 and is buried at Hooge 
Crater Cemetery. Belgium. There appears to have been some delay/confusion in informing his family of his 
circumstances. By the 24 August 1917 his family had only heard that he was once again wounded but his 
wife had no news of his whereabouts. Having earlier in the year been wounded (See April article) he had 
rejoined his Battalion in June. It was not until October that he was officially listed as missing and at some 
time much later, in the Mayfield ROH of January 1919  he is still listed as missing. Nevertheless, his body 
must have been recovered by 1920 when he is listed as buried at the Hooge Crater Cemetery.   
He was born in Mayfield and was a gardener at Cranesden although at the time of his enlistment at 
Eastbourne it appears he was a resident of that town.  
He married Ethel Skinner at St Dunstans 23 December 1914.  A son Edgar Eaton was born in the 2nd Q of 
1916. 
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