
 

ROYAL BRITISHLEGION 
BALDOCK & DISTRICT BRANCH 
DEC 16 / JAN 17 NEWSLETTER 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

         facebook.com/rblbaldock            @rblbaldock              rblbaldock@yahoo.com 
 

 
Welcome to the first newsletter of 2017 so may we 
wish you all a belated Merry Christmas and a Happy 
& Prosperous New Year! 
 
CHARITY QUIZ NIGHT - 27th NOVEMBER 

The 3rd charity 
Pub Quiz in aid 
of the British 
Legion was once 
again held at The 
Cock pub. 
After a closely 
fought contest 
the branch team 
and reigning 
champions, The 

Legionnaires, were unable to retain their crown but 
did finish in a respectable second place. 
Both the winning team "Only Here for the Potatoes" 
and The Legionnaires kindly donated their prize bar 
tab money to the Poppy Appeal meaning that the 
total raised was a marvelous £136.04. 
Many thanks to landlord Paul Riley and his team for 
the hospitality and roast potatoes. We look forward 
to the next Poppy Appeal quiz night in 2017. 
 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
Many happy returns to Peter Cherry, John Collins, 
Kara hayhurst, Madelen Layton, Jill Price, Sharon 
Simacek and Elwyn Wass.who had their birthdays in 
December.  
Also to Robert Cummins, Doug Valentine and 
Shirley Wass who have birthdays in January. 

POPPY APPEAL 
There was a great 
article in The 
Comet regarding 
the Poppy Appeal 
to remind people 
“it’s not just two 
weeks, it’s all 
year round”.  It 
featured various 
branch photos 
including Janice 

and Paul Middleton at the Christmas Fayre on the 
8th December.  The Baldock & District Poppy 
Appeal running total for the year is currently well 
over £13,000.  
 

 
 
Planning is already underway for the next Poppy 
Appeal fortnight in October/November 2017. 
We need as many volunteer collectors as possible; 
you do not need to be a Legion member or ex-
forces. So if you or anyone you know can spare us a 
few hours and would like to be involved please get in 
touch. 
Contact the Branch PAOs Janice & Paul Middleton 
on 07948377089. 

President    Cllr. Michael Muir  
Chairman   Mr Peter Cherry  
Vice-Chairman   Mr Roger Nichols  
Secretary    Mrs Janice Middleton  Mob. 07948 377089 janicesing@hotmail.co.uk 
Treasurer   VACANT 
Welfare Chairman  Mr Paul Middleton (interim) 
Communications  Mr Al Hayhurst     rblbaldock@yahoo.com 
Poppy Appeal Organisers  Janice & Paul Middleton   Tel. 640010 paul.middleton600@gmail.com 



 
BRANCH CHISTMAS PARTY - 9th DECEMBER 

A fun evening was held 
at the Stotfold 
Conservative Club where 
there was a disco and 
entertainment courtesy 
of Classique who sang a 
number of Christmas 
carols.   
We were delighted to be 
joined by former branch 

members Richard and Sharon Simacek who 
travelled from afar, (Yorkshire not Nazareth) and 
luckily they even managed 
to find room at the inn.  
Peter Cherry is also now a 
global internet sensation 
after a video of him 
dancing to YMCA went 
viral. He is available to 
book for all wedding, 
christenings, funerals etc.  
It is safe to say a good night was had by all!   
 
REGIONAL STANDARD BEARER COMPETITION 
After coming first in the Hertfordshire County 
Standard Bearer Competition in October, Al 
Hayhurst will be competing in the Regional Finals to 
be held on the 4th March in Cambridge. 
It is hoped that the branch members can go along to 
show support.  Further details will be announced at 
the February meeting. 
 
HERTS COUNTY AGM 
This is to be held at Hatfield House on 29th 
January.  The branch will be represented and any 
relevant information will be passed on to members 
at the following meeting.  If you have any questions 
you wish to be raised please contact Janice 
Middleton ASAP. 
The next Annual Conference will be held in 
Southport, Merseyside from 20-21 May 2017.  
There are no plans for the branch to attend, more 
details can be found on the British Legion website. 
 
BRANCH MEETINGS 
At the Orange Tree from 7.30pm onwards - 3rd 
Monday of each month except December.  There 
are a number of events being planned for 2017 
which will be announced in due course.  
The dates for the next couple of meetings are   
 February 20th 
 March 20th 
 April17th 

We also wish to inform you that due to the Rose and 
Crown closing, the monthly Branch management 
meetings are now to be held at The Cock.  They will 
continue to be on the 1st Monday of each month.  
Thanks to Paul Riley for allowing the use of the pub. 

 
BALDOCK BRANCH IN THE LEGION MAGAZINE 
There is a fantastic article in the latest edition of The 
Royal British Legion Magazine. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is an account of Branch Chairman Peter Cherry's 
time in Cyprus with The Suffolk Regiment in 1958. If 
you can’t get hold of a copy of the magazine, a scan 
of the article can be found on the branch Facebook 
page and website.  As a result Peter has been 
contacted by a couple of ex-servicemen, one from 
The Suffolk Regiment who was billeted in a nearby 
tent at the same time and the other also named 
Peter Cherry! 
 
COMMUNICATION OFFICER’S NOTES 
If you have suggestions or anything you would like 
added to future newsletters, Facebook, Twitter or 
the website please email rblbaldock@yahoo.com  
Alternatively contact me directly. I would love to get 
any photos (new or old) and interesting stories either 
by email or on good old fashioned paper! Certa Cito 
Al Hayhurst 

 


