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REMEMBRANCE PARADE - 13th NOVEMBER 
Blessed with dry and bright weather, the annual 
Remembrance Sunday parade at the Baldock War 
Memorial took place attended by some 600 members 
of the community from all walks of life. Representing 
the Queen was the Lord Lieutenant, Lady Verulam, 
with Councillor Alan Millard, the Vice Chairman of 
North Hertfordshire District Council as leading citizen. 

 
On parade were members of 254 Medical Regiment, 
many wearing campaign medals from a variety of war 
zones, veterans, local authorities, youth organisations 
and town organisations.  Headmaster Tim Litchfield 
from Knights Templar School led a contingent of 
students who read out the names of the fallen, and 
musicians who gave a beautiful backing to the hymns 
and National Anthem. 

 
Many then attended the hospitality of the Community 
Centre where tea and coffee was on offer, courtesy of 
Tesco. The feedback from those in attendance has 
been absolutely fantastic with many stating it was the 
best Baldock Remembrance parade to date! 
A huge thank you to all those who helped make the 
day such a great success, there are far too many to 
name here but you know who you are! 

POPPY APPEAL 
 The Baldock & District Poppy 
Appeal running total is currently 
at £10,376.  
Many thanks to all our collectors, 
supporters, local businesses and 
of course the tremendous efforts 
of the Poppy Appeal Organisers 
Paul and Janice Middleton.  The 
final amount raised will be 

published in due course. 
 
BRANCH AGM - 17th OCTOBER 
We are delighted to announce that Branch Chairman 
Peter Cherry was re-elected unopposed at the AGM 
last month. 
Also many thanks to Janice Middleton who kindly 
volunteered to stay on as Welfare Officer. 
We are still looking for a Branch Treasurer. If you 
would like to be considered for the position or require 
more information please contact the secretary Janice 
Middleton. 
Please note that from 2017 the AGM will take place in 
July and not October.  This is at the request of Head 
Office to allow financial reports to be submitted in 
September, after the AGM has taken place. 
 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
Many happy returns to Bob Chapman, John Elliot, 
David Moule and Michael Saunders who all had 
birthdays in October. 
Also to Ann Gilligan, Melvin Goodenough, Barry 
Hallums, Paul Hooton, Tony Ruffell and Michael 
Weeks who have birthdays in November. 
 
THE LEGION MAGAZINE 
Please keep your eyes peeled for the November issue 
of the Legion Magazine landing on your doormat.  Our 
very own Branch Chairman Peter Cherry recalls his 
service in Cyprus during the EOKA Campaign in the 
1950s. 
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POPPY APPEAL DINNER - 19th NOVEMBER 
Thank you to all those who attended the Poppy Appeal 
Dinner held at The Orange Tree on Saturday 19th 
November.  It was very well supported by members 
and non-members alike and a good evening was had 
by all. 

 
Our thanks of course go to Rob and his team for the 
warm welcome and lovely food. 
 
COUNTY STANDARD BEARER COMPETITION 

Congratulations to Baldock Branch 
Standard Bearer Al Hayhurst who 
came 1st in the Hertfordshire 
County Standard Bearer 
Competition which was held on 
Saturday 22nd October at Haynes 
Village Hall, Bedfordshire. 
Al beat Paul Harding who was the 
reigning champion for the last eight 
years and will hopefully represent 

Hertfordshire in the regional finals in 2017. 
 
IN MEMORIUM 

 Frank Hooton passed away on 3rd 
October.  A Royal Navy D-Day 
veteran who served on landing 
craft, Frank was a staunch 
supporter of the both the branch 
and as a collector for the Poppy 
Appeal, even when his eyesight 
began to fail. 
His funeral took place on 24th 

October at St. Marys Church in Baldock and was well 
supported by the branch including a Standard bearer 
to escort the coffin draped in the Union Flag.  A private 
ceremony was then held at Stevenage Crematorium.  
The service was followed by a gathering at the Orange 
Tree pub, which was filled with the exchange of happy 
memories about Frank and his life. 
Thanks you to The Comet who provided fantastic 
articles about Frank, both in the paper and on their 
website.   
 
BRANCH/POPPY APPEAL CHRISTMAS 
FUNDRAISER EVENING 
Venue: Stotfold Conservative Club 
Date: 9th December 
Time: 7.00pm til late 
There will be a disco, entertainment, buffet, raffle and 
bar. Tickets cost £10 and are available from the 
Branch Secretary.  Non-Members, friends, family, 
everyone welcome so spread the word! 
Good parking facilities available.  

THE KINDNESS OF A STRANGER 
At the request of those involved, they would rather no 
names were mentioned in this story.  This is a short 
coverage of an event that happened whilst on Poppy 
Appeal Collection at Baldock Tesco’s. 
I was standing beside my box of Poppies and Items for 
the Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal when a lady 
sporting a beautiful brooch poppy stopped to ask me if 
I had one of this year’s enamel lapel pin poppies. 
Unfortunately I was sold out but we went on talking, 
she was from another local RBL Branch and had 
previous date lapel badges but of course wanted a 
2016 one to add to her collection. 
I commented on her brooch and mentioned that my 
wife and I had tickets for the Festival of Remembrance 
at The Royal Albert Hall and I had intended getting her 
a dress brooch. However the local RBL Branch do not 
get them and I mentioned to her that I needed to 
purchase it from the British Legion directly but I thought 
that I had left it too late and it would not be delivered in 
time. 
This Lady (who I do not think knows me or my wife, nor 
do I think I should have known her) unpinned her 
brooch and gave it to me. She said I should give it to 
my wife and would not take no for an answer when I 
protested. I then offered to pay for it which she refused; 
I also offered to give her a donation to put into the 
Poppy Appeal which she said it was not necessary as 
“her husband had given it to her as a present a while 
back”.  
I was almost speechless with emotion and as she 
started to walk away I stammered some sort of a weak 
thank you and we would make another donation but 
unfortunately forgot to ask her name. 
What a wonderful thing to do for a stranger! 
 
BRANCH MEETINGS 
At the Orange Tree from 7.30pm onwards - 3rd 
Monday of each month except December 
 November 21st - Poppy Appeal Evening.  Guests 

will be the Bygrave Hand Bell Ringers 
 December - No meeting 

 
POPPY APPEAL FUNDRAISING EVENTS 
 Sunday 27th November 7.30pm - Charity Quiz 

Night at The Cock where the victorious 
Legionnaires will be attempting to retain their crown.   

 Saturday 3rd December - Baldock Christmas Street 
Fayre.  The branch will be having a stall in aid of the 
Poppy Appeal. If you would like to help out please 
contact Janice or Paul Middleton.  

 
COMMUNICATION OFFICER’S NOTES 
If you have suggestions or anything you would like 
added to future newsletters, Facebook and Twitter 
please email it to rblbaldock@yahoo.com  
Alternatively contact me directly. I would love to get 
any photos (new or old) and interesting stories either 
by email or on good old fashioned paper! Certa Cito 
Al Hayhurst 
 


