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Branch Newa

Crctober Branch Meeting

The brief session preceding the AGHM
imcluded that the branch had been
represented at the mestings of the
Cotage Hospital Portico Project
reminders about the Coffes Morning,
Poppy Appeal Launch, De Montdfort
Festival of Remembrance, 11-11-11
event on The Sguare, Remembrance
Sunday Parade and Services and the
Band Concert; that the new County
Chairman hoped to revise Branch
Groups; the Leégion dHonneur
presentation; difficulties in arranging a
Poppy Appeal stall in the Market Hall;
the Standard had been at the Batie
of Britain Service; In Touch was ready
for distribution.

Annual General Meeting
This was poorly attended with only 27
members present although therse 10
apologies for absence. COine of these
was from the President, Andrew
iGranger whose Written report was
amtached with the Agenda Reporis.
The Chairman expressed his
appreciation of Mr Granger's three
years service. Im his report Rev.
Morley spoke of the Somme
commemaration event, the Group
concermned with the re-siting of the
Cottage Hospital Portico,  his
appreciation of the work of the
Secretary, Treasurer and Committes

and on a personal level of the privilege
of being Branch Chairman and thanked
everyone for their support during the
last three years.

The Treasurer gave her report and
presented the Annual Accounts for
the year ending 30= |June. Cther
reports circulated with the Agenda
were Membership which mentioned
the difficulty following the HQ changes
of knowing how many members were
in the Branch. The average attendance
at mestings was 30; Welfare (now
known as Community Support) in
which Beatty Ramsay is a “Volunteear'.
Yopwih reponts active mvohlvement with
Scoues, ACF and ATC but problems
with 5t |John Cadets. Extracts from
impressive speach by Mational Youth
Standard Bearer at TRBL Conference
quoted; Poppy Appeal total down on
last year due to bad weather and lack
of collectors but substantial amounts
from donations and fund raising: Social
events mcluded the Anniversary
Crinner which was poorty attended but
rmcanthly lunches were popular. Coffes
rucrnings and the Band Concert were
arranged as was the visit to the De
Mondiort Festival of Remembrance.;
The Standard Bearer had a busy year
at 7 out of town and 7 local events.
& new President will be appointed
after the next Branch Committes
mieeting but Existing Yice-Presidenis
were confirmed.
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Remember These? From ITn Towch Movember 2003

A Happy Reunion

It was a pleasant surprise for Tom
Ashmore, but for Bernard Halsall it
becarmne a wonderfully nostalgic and
emational experience. The surprise
was an e-mail Tem received from a
gentleman named Leo Bral in Bruges,
who had found our Branch web site
on the internet.

Leo was anxious o contact Bernard
for nformation about the forced and-
ing of 2 General Aircraft Hamilcar
Glider at Zomergen. a village near

was made and in Ocotober, accompa-
nied by his wife Con, Bernard re-
twrned to Zomergen after nearly sixty

years.

Bernard was given a very warm wel-
come from villagers, some of whom
had watched him make the crash
landing. It was on the third Arnhem
It during Operation Market Garden
that the tow-rope on Bernard's glider
had broken. He had had less than a
minute to make a choice of landing
site, and he was delighted to meet the
farmer whose field he selected.

Ghent, in 1944, "l happened to wit-
ness this mcident”, he wrote. "1 was
six years old at the tme and | watched
how it landed safely in front of our
house, where it remained for some
ome" After much research, he
learned from a book entitled Tugs
and Gliders to Arnhem’ that the glid-
er pilot was Captain Halsall Contact

"They wera just
s pleased o
see me"”  said
Bernard, "1 was
delighted with
the whole reun-
ion®. Leo Bral, who, of course, was
delighted to have besn able to ar-
range the mesting after so many years
research, presented him with a piece
of the Hamilcar glider. Bernard akso
received a blue defftware plate en-
graved with frive local villages.

VETERAN
POPPY
SELLER
REVEALS
SECRET
HAREM

The Editor of In
Toudh returns to his
old haunts at
Travelsphere.
It's a hard life for an
old chap.

Seg Stop Press on page &



A Canadian Connection

Following the contact made by a
member of the Royal Canadian Legion,
Peter Woliendale, reported in in the
July Bsue and his and his wife's visit
described in the Seprtember issue, we
have recemved a long email from Peter
about where he lives and the Branch
of RCL of which he is a member.

He says of Aurora “we are about 30
riiles ot of Toronto and it still has a
small town feal. (in foct i populabon is
well over ftwice that of Market

Harborough) We live very close to the
centre 5o can walk to all the shops,
church, library etc. The Legion branch
used to be in the residential area but
it moved to larger premises in the
1970 inta a2 remoter part of town

that is now industrial. It was built o
accommaodate the then much larger
rmernbership and is now probably too
big for current members so that the
ongoing expense i 3 drain on finances.
{in TREL this wowld be colled g Club many
af which have had financal problems
Causing some v cose).

We have a large banguet hall that can

b= rented out but it doesn't get used
as much as it should. The banguet hall
is kept separats from the main building
s0 that it can be wsed for wedding
receptions etc without nterfering
with members.

At the rear of the building i= a Patio
and Inside there are a bar, lounges and
3 games roocm with Billiard'snocker
tables. Darts is stll very popular we
have 8 boards in one room. | play in
the ‘Wednesday the social night
Tuesday night iz more competitive
against other pubs and l2gions. There
is also a Monday night group that like
playing with teams that play 701 all

might.”

But there are branch mesetings, the
zensral being on 3~ Tuesday of the
month and the committee (they call i




the E=zecutive] a wesk previously.
They do not produce 3 monthly
newsletter but ‘Legion Letver Volume
7, Izsue | of which Peter sent a copy,
was produced in the Spring this year.
It had reporis rather like those
included with the agenda of cur AGM.
These show that there is much more
activity than darts and snooker! “From
the President, whose head and
shizulders photo i shown is on page .
His upbeat message shows that the
Branch s mmproving is  financial
positon due to concerts, parties and
prize draws. More members have also
joined. He says, “We've been
reinventng ourselves for the past two
years. ....these changes have not been
easy .

Reports mcluded Weteran Services

{equivalent to our VWelfare) with a
reminder to report anyone in nesd.
Poppy  Chaimman thanked local
residents for the 547,326 raised and
mentions what this goes to support
HMemberzhip now &5% ( four times cur
Branch numbers) including 30 naw
members some from ‘the early bird
driwe’ (recruiting effort).
Ways and Means (fund raising) use
tombola stalls, prize draws, etc for
which they need donations.

Youth Education Submissions have
been received from local schools for
the Annual RCL poster and Lkerary
Cormpetition.

Ladies Auxillary (Like the REBL
‘Women's Section they are mvolved in
many SUpport activities e.g. at Branch
EVanis).

Seniors” Club for the owver 555 of
Branch and Ladies Auxilliary ‘is a very
soCially active group” with a wide rangs
of ewents. (Mo eguivalent in our
Branchj.

Colour Party a smnall Ceremonial
group of Standard Bearsrs carrying
several Canadian relevant Colours
Property “we kesp our club fresh and
up to date’.

The Legion Supports the Army and
&ir Cadets with use of Branch facilites
and they ‘help with the Poppy
Campaign’ and other events.

Peter cormmments that all this activity is
down to a hard core of dedicated
yoluntzers but the majority of
miembars do not get involved and
Branch mestings (held in the Banguet
hally are very poorly atiended. The
Remembrance Day (I 1+ MNovember)
i well supported and wolunteers
collect for the Poppy appeal outside
supermarkets and, like M H, shops
have poppies and tns on their
counters. Recently there was an

ENtErpris
‘ ing way of

reminding

the public
fLabowuwt
N .‘l! Rermeamkbra
{0 nce  with
dthese
banmers
hung on
lamp-posts each with name and
picture of a war casualty. (Thanks Peter
for this shot from the TV widea)




From the Archives
Foppy Day 1934

POPPY day this year was distin-
guished by fairly continuous rain, and
on Friday when the sellers came for
their trays of poppées it was raining
hard. However, 50 ladies arrived
undaunited by the deluge and a good
rmany were out early on Saturday
morning and brought in heavy tins.
The strest collection resulted in the
splendid sum of over £1 14, 'With the
additional amount collected by shops,
schools, hotels, clubs and garages. the
town collection is over £153, only a
few pounds short than last year. Up
tix date £203 has besn received and
some church collections have yet to
ke zent in. This sum includes the
vilkge collectons of £28 13s. 10d,
And £14 1ls. 6d. from the sale of
wireaths. These figures compare very
favourably with the sum of £213 sent
up last year, and we shall not be very
far behimd that sum this year. The
committee and organisers thank all
wiho sold poppies and helped in sav-
eral other ways to make Poppy Day
so successtul.

To put these figures into perspective,
inflation ower the kst B0 years has
resufted in £1 in 934 being worth

only 2p todoy. Thus the Strest Collec-
tion of £1 14 was the equivalent of

£5600 today. {How will that amount
cantpare with this year's?). It shouid
alzo be remembered that slow recow-
ery from the Great Depression s0ll ki
many unenioped.

Miscellany

Movember 1916 Mews ltems
2= Germans abandon Yerdun
Tt First woman of US Congress,
elected
Bt Migerian property owned by
enemy citizens to be sold
11 LIS President Wilson re-slectad
narrowly beating Republican
Opponent
l4sh 3 2 million British women now
employed outside the home
150 A Food Controller apponted
to regulate food consumption
2Beh Somme dead to date; Allies
500,000, German 650,000
1% Government to control vacant
agricultural land for food pro-
duction

The roundest knight at King Arthur's
round table was Sir Cumference.

A dentist and a manicurist fought
tooth and nail

A backward poet writes inverse

Toe erifer e fone onr
ek AgE ar Tisi,
or {'ov adopied s

AT |




Conognued from p 2

The election of a new Chairman saw
John Standizh take over from Rev.
Jahn Marley. The new Yice-Chairrman
elected was Stuart Harrison. Branch
Secretary and Treasurer were both
re-glected as were members of the
Committee. Conference delegates
agreed were |ohn Standish, Mational
and Brian Thomas, County.

Tz end the meeting the new Chairman
spoke of his objective to continue the
excellent waork of |ohn Morley and his
hispe that the support frem members
would remaimn. He would work with
the mnew HDC Armmed Forces
Champion and the hospital Portco
Project.

Foppy Appeal Launch
There was a good gathering of the

public, 2 contingent from the Legion
Riders Branch as well as RMA and

Branch members. The Morthampton

Pipes and Drums Band marched to
The Sguare with the Cadet and Scout
sandard bearers before the HDOC
Chairman officially launched the 2016
Poppy Appeal. The stirring music con-
tinued as the Cadets with their

decorated Poppy Trolleys set off to
chiops and businesses in the town
centre.

Coffee Morning
The event on |5 Ocrober was well
attendad and supported by ATC, ACF
and %ea Cadets manning stalls and
making and serving coffee and bis-
cuits. Branch members were on duty
ton from before opening tme until
after the raffle prizes had been won
and the Theatre lounge cleared.
Thanks are due to all who helped o
produce £240 for the Poppy Appeal.

LUNCH
AT THE

ANGEL

far good food and goad cnrnpanr

That was certainly true of the lhunch
and the 29 people present on =
Movember.

The next gathering of what |ohn
Morley calls the Branch Luncheaon
Club’ will be on 3rd Janiuary



Forthcoming Events

13 Mov Remembrance Sunday

1'% Moy Band Concert {3 Baptist
Church 7 30pm

15 Dec Branch mesting + Quiz

iJan  Branch lunch

TFeb  Lunch with RAFS SRMA
Welfare

if you are aware of any one who

qualifies for, and may benefit from

the Legion welfare services ring
Betcy Ramsay on 01858

RBL Helpline
is open o everyone, Bam - Bpm, 7
days a week on 0808 802 BOED
for advice and support for serving

& ex- service people and depend-

Stop Press
Con Halsall left M H on 28 Choto-
ber to live nearer to her daughter.
Bar new address is Egertan Lodge
Residential Home, Wilton Rd,Melton
Mowhbray LEI3 0L)
A greetings card was signed by those
at the branch lunch on |= Movember
Georgs Seward died peacefully sarly
on Sunday morning, 30= Ccuober

In Touch Mext Monch
‘In Touch Christrnas’. Femember
hiis?, Plewes, =tc.

Branch Contacts

Chairman
John Standizh
john-standishifhotmail co.uk
YWice Chairman

LStewart Harrizon
srh3023 2{ipmail com

Secrecary, Welfare & Youth
Betty Ramsay 01858 434923
bettyramsayi@hotmail.co.uk

Treasurer & Membership Sac'y
Myra Grewcock Q1858 419517
m_grewcock4 7 {{gmail.com
& Holdenby Close, MH. LEI& BJE

Poppy Appeal
Dave Pricr 01858 54043 |
Orffice - & Fairfield Road HMH LE| & S0
01858 433452

paoteam/@bhnternet. com

Standard Bearer
Hilary Brazil oo 01858 434523

HMonthly Lunches
Kathie Morley DIBsE 419714
kathiemorleyi@taktalk.nat

In Touch - Editor

Tom Ashmore 01858 433108
tashmore@ukvet net

2 The Pastures, MH . LE|& SEA

Branch Website
wraney_britishlepion org ukbranches’
market-harborowgh
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