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Newsletter – June 2012 
Twinning Visit to Bute 2 
When we made our first twinning visit to the Isle of Bute two years ago the 
weather was wet, cold, snowy and miserable. This year our intrepid party of nine 
enjoyed beautiful weather all weekend. It was a long drive, especially in the front 
seats as the heater was stuck at full on – on a beautiful but boiling hot day! 
On the island itself it was hot, almost tropical with the palm trees, the sun glinting 
off the water, the gorse in full flower, and wild irises in the hedgerows.  

The Isle of Bute Branch made us very 
welcome. On the Saturday, they hosted 
a social and a HUGE buffet for us at the 
Black Bull and did not seem to mind 
(too much) when we not only thrashed 
them in the Inter Branch Twinning 
Trophy  but then also started a sing-a-long! Our Bute colleagues say that they are 
coming to Stamford for a whole week next year, so we shall have to pull out all the 
stops to match their hospitality. We shall of course wear our special Quiz Winner 
gold medallions for their benefit. 
Bute Branch have opened a charity shop in one of their shopping streets where 
they sell their goodies and display their welfare services every morning. They 
report a massive increase in interest in the Legion and in new members as a result 
of their shop. It is a tempting idea 

but manning it would be a huge problem for us. 
On a beautiful Sunday morning we gathered on the sea front – Stamford and 
Bute members, two Branch Standards, the Union flag and a piper – for a short 
ceremony to lay a wreath at the Rothesay War Memorial. It was a moving 
moment as the Flowers of the Forest and Highland Cathedral lamented across 
the water amid the cry of the gulls. 
Our final event was a strange Masked Ball, organised by the local Goths 
group. Strange - because we, all nine of us, actually outnumbered the locals. It 
was very sad, really, as there were three very good bands playing all evening, 
most of the time to an empty marquee.  

And so we came to leave with 
happy memories of friendships 
strengthened, welcoming hospitality, mussels and ENORMOUS chunks of 
cream cake at the Ettrick Bay Tea Rooms, Lee and Rob on the pull in the various 
bars, and Pat and Joyce plotting mischief together. John managed to upset the 
local constabulary yet again when he asked two police who came into the bar 
whether they were old enough to come in! Somehow or other the Cup got 
wedged in the windscreen of our minibus as we drove slowly through the town 
on our way to the ferry on our way home.  
Thanks to John and Lee for doing all the driving, to Ray and Shirley for being an 
island of sanity, to Ursula for being a fabulous landlady – she even waved us off 
as we sailed away, and to everyone who contributed to a wonderful weekend. 
Roll on 2014!  To read about our other adventures, please go to our website 
above for a full unexpurgated account! 

 

 

The engine was in here when we set out. 

A mother haggis swimming in the water 
with one of her pups. At birth the pups are 
blind and hairless and no bigger than a 
cocktail sausage. 

Stamford salute the fallen of Bute. 

We won the Cup – and the medallions. They 
got the eensy-weensy diddy cup! 

http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/branches/stamford
http://www.facebook.com/RBLStamford
http://www.twitter.com/Stamford
mailto:patricia.savory@talktalk.net)


Safeguarding the welfare, interests and memory of those who are serving or who have served in H. M. Armed Forces 
Registered Charity No: 219279 

2 

 
 
 
June Events 
We have an incredibly busy month ahead of us in June. We are in the happy position where no event is 
worthy of the name unless we and our MDU and marquees are not also invited to take part. But it does 
require a lot of work and time on our part and we do need your help. We need you to help to man the 
MDU, especially those of you who took part in the Recruiters’ Course briefing by John Lee in November 
2010  

Edith Weston Vintage Fayre, 9 -10 June 
We have been invited again to take part in the annual 
Vintage Fayre at Edith Weston. This will be in Tommy’s 
Field, just past the Wheatsheaf pub on the Manton Road, 
from 10.00am to 4.00pm. As in previous years, it will 
feature 1940s vintage tractors, traction engines, cars, steam 
engines, military vehicles, model aircraft, trade and craft 
stalls, children’s activities, living history displays and re-
enactments –and a bar and refreshments 
And on Saturday night, starting at 7.30pm, there will be a 
dance (£8 from Stamford Arts Centre) to the live music of 
the Ashby Big Band and Cabaret Artiste Paul Harper (who 
he?). The BBMF will, we hope, perform between 2.00 and 
4.00pm on Saturday. Since 2002, the Fayre has raised 
£32165 for various charities, and once again the Royal 
British Legion, with Derbyshire, Leics & Rutland Air 
Ambulance Service and local village charities, are the 
beneficiary charities.  
We shall have our mobile display unit and marquees there 
both days. We shall need lots of volunteers from Stamford 
Branch to help us to project the Legion, to raise funds and 
seriously to enjoy themselves.  
Parking is free but entry is £5 for adults (concessions £3.50 
and children under 14 free). But help on our stand for 3 
hours or more, and you will get your entry fee back!  Come 
along – it is a great atmosphere. We must get the 
Wehrmacht to take our Poppy collection boxes around 
again! 
 

Stamford Festival, 2-3 June 
Stamford Festival weekend is a bit like a floating crap game 
this year. We start at 11.00am on the Rec on Saturday, 2 June 
with all the usual marquees and other Festival attractions. The 
Carnival Parade will start out at 2.00pm and the day will 
probably wind down about 4-5.00pm-ish. 
On Sunday, 3 June we all move to the Meadows for the 
Lions’ Family Fun Day and other activities and attractions.  
We shall be there throughout the two days, waving the 
Legion flag from our MDU. Again it would be nice if some 
Branch Members could join us to relieve the load a little. 
There will be no Drumhead Service this year. 
 

1960s Evening, 16 June 
Bill Turner now has the tickets for the 1960s Pops Evening at 
the Danish Invader. Tickets cost £6 each and include the 
pulsating 60s rock music of the fabulous Silhouettes group 
and a free buffet (or a buffet and free music?). They are going 
fast -  contact Bill quickly on 766697. This event will 
replace our usual monthly General Social in Cummins 
Club for June. 

Stamford Food Festival, 4 June 
The organizers of the Stamford Food Festival have 
accepted our offer of our MDU as their  command post for 
the event. We of course will be there as well, inevitably, 
waving the Legion flag, literally, and recruiting new 
members, hopefully.  
This event gets better each year and now attracts a wide 
range of stalls and booths from all over the Midlands with 
their offerings of super foods and drinks. It will be on 
Monday, 4 June on the Meadows from 11.00 to 
4.00pm.Come along, help to man the MDU, meet people, 
but there is a danger that you might enjoy the experience!!! 

RAF Wittering, 5 June / 8 June 
All Branch Members are invited to two events at RAF 
Wittering in June – the Families Picnic on their Sports 
Ground on Tuesday, 5 June and the Families Day on Friday, 
8 June. Some of us remember with a chill how Connor the 
Destroyer, aged 2, systematically took our MDU apart last 
year! The Picnic will again start at about midday this year.  
 

Visitors for the Families Day, 8 June, should arrive between 
10.30 and 11.00am, when static displays and stands will 
open. The star feature of the flying display this year will, 
weather permitting, be a dog-fight between a Spitfire and a 
Hurricane. 
Anyone who does not have a current station pass will need to 
pre-register to collect visitor and car passes from the Guard 
Room on the day. They will also need photographic ID, eg a 
passport or bus pass. Members who would like to help us on 
our stands are welcome to pre-register for passes through me 
(Tel: 757041) by 16 July. The details needed are: 
Name/Names of family passengers aged 14 or over 
Vehicle registration/Make/Model/Colour 
 

Sunday, 24 June  
This will be the most important date for Stamford Branch for several years. It is the day when we join forces with the 
Town to celebrate jointly three events – the Rededication of the Branch on its 90th Anniversary, the Mayor’s annual Civic 
Parade and Service, and the start of Armed Forces Week. 
We shall muster at 10.30am outside the Town Hall, to march off behind Stamford Brass to All Saints’ Church. We shall hold 
our joint Service there from 11.15 and afterwards march back via Broad Street, to salute the War Memorial, down 
Ironmonger Street, High Street, St John’s Street etc to the Town Hall. The Town Hall will then raise the Armed Forces Day 
flag while the Parade salutes. Finally we are all then invited into the Town Hall for the Mayor’s Reception. 
Those who cannot march or who cannot keep up the pace are cordially invited to join us at the Church and to make their way 
after the Service to the War Memorial before we get there. Dress will be blazers or dark suits, medals, berets, and shiny 
shoes.   Do not miss it! Jim Fay threatens to take the name of anyone who cops out. 



Safeguarding the welfare, interests and memory of those who are serving or who have served in H. M. Armed Forces 
Registered Charity No: 219279 

3 

 
 

 Poppy Factory Visit,  
9 July 
Due to cancellations, we now have 4 
places available on the coach trip to the 
Poppy Factory at Richmond on Monday, 
9 July. The fare is £17 each, plus £8.75 
for the optional lunch. Please ring Roy 
Prentice on 751730. 

  Another Coach Trip 
This Branch and the Royal Lincs Assn 
are organizing a coach trip to the 
National Memorial Arboretum on 19 
September. No details available yet on 
cost, but this is a great opportunity for a 
really memorable day out. Do not miss 
it! 

 Annual Report & 
Accounts 2011 
Your Branch Secretary has received a 
copy of the Legion’s national Annual 
Report & Accounts for 2011.This report 
does, genuinely, contain many useful if 
well-hidden insights into the Legion’s 
finances and performance. Pat is happy 
to loan it out to any Member who wishes 
to study it. Apply early to avoid 
disappointment. 

Committee Noticeboard 
We have just updated the Committee 
Noticeboard which hangs next to 
noticeboard, opposite the bar, in the 
Cummins Club. I bet half our Members 
did not even know it was there. But if 
you want to know what we look like, 
there we are in all our glory! 

Future General 
Meetings 
A couple of diary dates for future 
General meetings. We shall host another 
of our New Members’ Socials on 
Tuesday, 18 July and a Quiz Night on 
Tuesday, 18 September. Get looking at 
those Stamford rooftops! 

Moving Address 
Not the kind of speech that brings tears 
to the eyes, but moving address without 
telling us. Two or three Members have 
moved address recently and have not 
told us. The result is that we cannot 
deliver this newsletter to them, GHQ in 
London cannot send them the Legion 
magazine, and at the end of the year we 
shall not know where to send them their 
new membership card or to lie in wait in 
order to extract their subs from them. If 
you move, let us know! 
 

In brief… 
 

 
  
National Annual Conference 2012, Scarborough 
I represented Stamford Branch as your delegate at this year’s Legion National 
Conference in Scarborough. The Conference began with a Membership Forum 
in the margins. This was a great improvement on the so-called Membership 
Seminar in 2011 when written, pre-prepared, pre-masticated, pre-digested 
answers were delivered to previously chosen questions, most of which the 
aforesaid answers ducked and avoided. This Forum was well-attended by 
County and Branch delegates and did develop into a genuine question and 
answer session where evasive or unsatisfactory answers could be and were 
challenged. 
The Conference itself was pretty anodyne and conducted generally in good 
humour. But there is clearly a communications gap between the administration 
and members. The motion to abolish Conference was, rightly, heavily defeated 
but, if Conference is to continue with any real purpose, it will need to have a 
much bigger role in the general direction and administration of the Legion. 
The Conference passed the following Motions: 
-  To change the financial year of Counties, Districts and Branches (but not that 
of the Poppy Appeal or Legion as a corporate body) to run from 1 July to 30 
June. Members’ annual membership fees will still fall due on 1 October each 
year. 
-  To clarify the three various subscriptions and fees: 

• Membership Fee  set by National Conference and paid 
annually by a Member by direct debit or by cash through the 
Branch; 

• Branch Subscription – the amount added by the Branch for its 
own expenses to the annual Membership Fee; 

• Branch Affiliation Fee – the amount paid by the Branch to 
Head Office, comprising the Membership Fee times the 
number of its Members. 

- Youth Members will in future pay a one-off £5 joining fee and receive one 
Youth membership card until they are old enough to join as an Ordinary 
Member. 
- The Legion should create a Living Museum at the National Memorial 
Arboretum to commemorate the Legion’s work and history of the past 90 years. 
- The Legion to lobby the Government to award an Arctic Convoy Medal to the 
remaining veterans. 
-  The Legion to approach the Government to grant pension rights for regular 
Service personnel who were discharged before 5 April 1975. 
- The Legion to lobby Government, the JCCC and CWGC to bury all war dead 
with full Military Honours, unless the next-of-kin state otherwise. 

Among the proposals defeated were  
- a move to abolish National Conference and replace it with a chain of command 
from Branch through County and the Membership Council to the Board of 
Trustees. 
-  a transfer of authority from Conference to the Membership Council to set the 
Membership Fee. 
-  introduction of means-testing for residents of Poppy Homes. 
- an immediate increase in the Membership Fee to £16. It will continue to 
increase by £1 a year from the current £12 until 1 October 2016. 
- the cost of a Branch award of a Gold Badge to one of its Members be met by 
national funds, not by the Branch. 
- Top-up accounts to be introduced to allow Branches to buy Legion products on 
credit for onward sale. 

Two Motions on the repayment of Gift Aid to Branches were withdrawn. 
Steve Bonde 

 
  
 
Poppy Appeal 
Our Poppy Appeal total for 2011/12 has just topped £40,000 – and counting. 
This is an all-time record for this Branch and for Stamford and calls for huge 
congratulations to Jim & Pauline Rimmington and their team of helpers, to all 
those who have collected for the Appeal this year, and above all to the good 
people of Stamford, without whose great generosity, none our efforts would 
have raised a penny. 
Stamford is without question one of the most generous towns in the country. 
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Stamford Branch 
90 years young 

General Meeting, May 2012 
Our thanks to Derek Gladman for stepping 
in at the very last moment to give us a talk, 
at the General Meeting on 15 May, about 
the history of Stamford. Derek’s knowledge 
and insights into our town are quite 
encyclopaedic! Whether it was Earl 
Warrenne’s (as in … Keep) gift of the 
Meadows to the town, or the inside leg 
measurement of Daniel Lambert – Derek 
knows it all. A fascinating talk. 

Not to be outdone, but not competing with 
Derek, was the Savory pooch who was 
sporting a bright new coat with our Branch 
name and Legion logo on it – courtesy the 
company Colgan, purveyors of stylish 
outerwear for the discerning doggie. 
The raffle that evening raised a very useful 
£67, thanks to the efforts of Roy & Marian 
as always, and the generosity of all those 
who brought prizes and those who bought 
tickets. 
And the Marsden Welfare Fund, aka the 
Snowball, raised a further£35 for branch 
funds. Thanks to everyone. 

The UK Mobile Reaction Force – after the next round of cuts? 

Keep Going, Cliff 
Cliff will be 99 years young next month, on 
2 July. We all wish him a very Happy 
Birthday and envy his ability still to pull. 
Here he is enjoying the sights during last 
year’s Stamford Festival Weekend. So, 
Cliff needs just one more for his ton, no 
doubt, knowing Cliff, a quick glance down 
the leg side! 

Cliff is in Priory Court at the moment, 
feeling not very well. I am sure he would 
very much appreciate a visit or two by our 
Members. 

Summer Fayre, 23 June 
Malcolm Sargent Primary School 
will host their annual Summer 
Fayre on Saturday, 23 June from 
1.00 to 4.00pm. The event 
includes a wide selection of stalls 
and booths of games, sticky buns, 
fizzy drinks, and other child 
control devices. 
We shall be there and, as noted 
elsewhere in this newsletter, shall 
need the help of our members with 
our MDU and marquees. So, come 
along and have a fun day with 
members of the Committee and 
other children. 

Does it not say something about the 
quality of British TV entertainment 
when Britain has Talent is won by Pudsey 
– a dog !! 

 
 

Royal Artillery 
16 Regiment RA have invited us to 
join them at two of their events this 
summer. The first is their annual 
Welfare Day on Wednesday, 27 
June, from 4.00 to 7.00pm, next to 
their Community Centre in St 
George’s Barracks. We shall be 
there to demonstrate, as we do each 
month, the range of services which 
the Legion offers to 
serving personnel and 
their families. 
The other event is the 
Regiment’s Open Day on 
Sunday, 16 September, 
from 11.00 to 5.00pm, on 
their rugby pitch. Again 
we shall be there to enjoy 
the motorbike display, 
performing doggies, ACC 
stalls etc, to meet the 
squaddies, and generally 
to have a very good time. 
 

COMING EVENTS 
Saturday,   2 June Stamford Carnival & Parade, The Rec – 12.00 to 4.00pm 
Sunday,      3 June Lions Family Fun Day/Stamford Festival, The Meadows – 10.00 to 4.00pm 
Monday,    4 June  Stamford Food Festival, The Meadows – 10.00 to 4.00pm 
Tuesday,    5 June RAF Wittering Families Picnic, RAF Wittering Sports Ground – 12.00 to 2.00pm 
Friday,      8 June  RAF Wittering Families Day – 11.00 to 4.00pm 
Sat/Sunday, 9/10 June Edith Weston Vintage Fayre – 10.00 to 4.00pm 
Saturday, 16 June 60s Night with the Silhouettes, Danish Invader, 8.00pm till late 
Saturday, 23 June Malcolm Sargent Primary School Summer Fayre – 1.00 to 4.00pm 
Sunday,   24 June  Joint Mayor’s Parade & Service, 90th Anniversary Rededication of  
   Stamford Branch RBL, and Raising the Armed Forces Week flag  
Wednesday, 27 June Royal Artillery Welfare Day, St George’s Barracks, N.Luffenham – 4.00pm 
Monday,   9 July  Branch Coach Trip to RBL Poppy Factory/Hampton Court 
Fri- Sunday 13-15 July Thorpe Hall Festival of the Forties 
Sunday, 16 September Royal Artillery Families Day, St George’s Barracks, N. Luffenham 

 
NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING 
      1900 hrs, Tuesday, 12 June, Clare Close Community Room  

NEXT BRANCH GENERAL SOCIAL 
      2000 hrs, Sunday,   16 June, Danish Invader (1960s Night) 

Steve Bonde, 
Guest Editor (One edition!), 

01780 757041 


