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Newsletter –APRIL 2012 
 

We are sad to inform you that Ted Beal passed away unexpectedly in 
Peterborough Hospital on the 27th March. Ted was an active member of the 
branch for many years, serving on the committee form 2008 to 2010.  Ted’s 
funeral will be a private, family service at Marholm Crematorium at 12.30, 
Tuesday, 10 April, followed by a Service of Thanksgiving at Christ Church 
at 2.30pm. Joyce has asked if the Branch Standard and a Guard of Honour 
could pay their respects at Marholm and extends a welcome to all Branch 
Members to the Service in Christ Church. We are not able to write a tribute 
to Ted at this time, but will do so in a future newsletter. If members have 
anything they would like to contribute to this, please let the editor know. 
Meanwhile, we would like to extend the condolences of all members to 
Joyce and family. We will remember him. 
 
 
 
 

Sybil Statham 
I would like to thank all those members of the Branch who expressed to me their condolences and sympathies when Sybil 
passed away in February.  So many of you showed such compassion and generosity of spirit. It really is true when they 
describe the Legion as one huge family; it wraps itself around you at such times. Again, I am deeply grateful to all of you 
who came to the Service of Thanksgiving in All Saints’ Church on 2 March. I know that her family were deeply moved that 
Sybil had so many friends who wished to pay their last respects – as indeed was I. Thank you all so much.      Steve Bonde 

 
Congratulations!! 
On a much happier note we congratulate Mr and Mrs Dawtry on their 70th wedding anniversary, an amazing achievement.  
 

 
 
Eyes Down!  
Over 40 members met for the social evening last Tuesday 20th March. I thought at one 
stage that we had started a new club I was unaware of as one table was occupied by 
ladies knitting! Alas they were not members of the Legion.  
There was lots of chat, followed by Bingo, followed by lots more chat Our thanks to 
Brian and (especially) Grace Marsden for organising the Bingo for us, and the provision 
for goodies as prizes. The raffle raised £60 (thanks to Roy and Marian and Ron Garfitt 
(distributed prizes) 
We welcomed two new members, Peter Burke, and Sgt Nigel Stott from RAF Wittering) 
-  
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Laura English & sons, Matthew and 
Freddie, Joyce Burton and Steve Bonde 
manning the RBL table at the Whitefriars 

Joyce kindly gave this duck to 
send to the troops. Press its 
wing and it squawks and does a 
rock n’roll. It should get the 
Taliban surrendering in their 
thousands. 

 

 
 
 
The way forward. 
I came across a report in the Eastern Daily Press that I thought might interest some of you. 
A ceremony took place at County Hall in Norwich on the 7th March. It was attended by Lord 
Richard Dannatt, former Chief of  the General Staff, the Lord lieutenant of Norfolk,  other senior 
representatives of the military and council leaders . They had gathered to sign a covenant pledging 
practical help for military personnel and their families across ‘Nelson’s’ county. Lord Dannatt  was 
quoted as saying that the Military Covenant is about a fair deal. “Military people do difficult and 
dangerous things on behalf of the nation and the Military Covenant is saying ‘ we’ll do these things, 
but just look after us properly’. I think it is a good thing that this is now cascading down from 
central government to regions and counties.” 
Norfolk County Council  has allocated £50,000 for a range of community projects over the next year that will benefit serving 
personnel and their families. This is part of a national scheme founded by the MOD last year making £30million available to 
such projects. 
These projects include: custody and prison support; combat stress awareness; community garden and reading activities; free 
museum passes; forces for good; breaking down the wire and many others. 
North East Lincolnshire signed a community covenant in Cleethorpes Town Hall on November 11th 2011. 
In North Lincolnshire it means that the Council will pledge to support local servicemen, past and present, to promote greater 
local understanding and awareness among the public of the issues they face, to recognise and remember the sacrifices made 
by the Armed Forces community; and to encourage activities which help to integrate the Armed Forces community into local 
life. 
At least 22 areas have signed up to the Community Covenant scheme across the country. 
Jan Bamber, county manager (Norfolk) representing the Royal British Legion and other forces charities at the Norfolk 
signing, said that the covenant was an important step in recognising the needs of returning servicemen and women, and those 
discharged through injury. She said the priority for the RBL was the establishment of a working partnership board bringing 
together the armed forces, service charities and organisations including the NHS and the Job Centres. “The Royal British 
Legion, together with the service organisations, SSAFA, Combat stress, the Regular Forces Employment Association and 
many others are keen to further develop existing partnerships, establish new ones and improve communication to those in 
need, regarding the health and welfare provision  that we can offer”  
 

Service Ties … 
I have now sold the last of the RAF ties but still have a few Royal Lincs Regiment ties available, as 
illustrated here. They are made of polyester by the reputable tie manufacturer, D.L.Sells, and were, until 
recently retailing in a high street store in Lincoln for almost £15. They were given to us to raise funds for 
our local welfare work. Please let me know if you would like one - £10 each. 

… and Gloves 
I also have a beautiful pair of ladies’ gloves, seen here. They are in soft, black leather, size 6½. So, if 
your tiny hand is frozen, let me warm it into life .. for  a tenner, again for Branch welfare. 
 

 Steve Bonde 
 
 

 

 

 
Troop Parcels 
Laura English will be holding another 
session of packing parcels for the troops 
on Saturday, 21 April, between 10.30 and 
12.30. This will be a joint venture 
between the Legion and Whitefriars 
whose residents are very keen to get 
involved. Indeed, they gave us a table at 
their Easter Fair on 31 March so that we 
could ask the visitors for their 
contributions to the parcels.   
If you would like to join us at Whitefriars 
for the packing session, please give Laura 
a ring on 765612. 
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Poppy Appeal 2012.                                                                                   
 
I Know it’s ‘only April’ but it is not too early for your committee to begin to plan for this years poppy 
appeal in November. Stamford raised almost £40,000 last year, a magnificent sum in view of the current 
economic climate. 

This year we plan to collect at three supermarkets, Waitrose, Sainsbury and Morrisons. This is one more than previous years 
so we will need all the volunteers we can get. If you usually help collect then the Poppy Appeal Organiser will be in  touch 
nearer the time.  
If you have never helped with the supermarket collections, why not think about doing so this year? It involves filling one or 
more two hour slots in any of the days of the two weeks leading up to Remembrance Day. If you are a new volunteer please 
give your name to Pat Savory, on 01780 755208 or email her on patricia.savory@talktalk.net. She will pass your contact 
number and name to the poppy appeal organiser nearer the time. 
Let’s make it an even better effort in this our 90th anniversary year. 

 
Coach outing to Poppy Factory – 9TH July. 
There are only a few seats remaining for this outing, hurry and 
book your place!  
For nearly 90 years, The Poppy Factory in Richmond, Surrey, has 
been making poppies, crosses and wreaths for the Royal Family 
and the Royal British Legion’s annual Remembrance Day 
appeal.They produce 34 million artificial poppies and 107,000 
wreaths for Remembrance Day (11 November) each year. 
The tour takes about 1 hour 30 minutes and they even give you a 
cup of tea and biscuits at the end! There are also a range of 
souvenirs to buy, including the Poppy Factory china, from the 
shop. 
The coach will leave from the Danish Invader at 9.00am.ETA at 
Factory 12noon with Lunch 12.15 to 1.15pm. Tour will start 
1.30pm and variously take 1 and a half to 2 hours. Tea & Biscuits 
are included in tour. We shall depart for home 4.15pm.Fare will be 
£17 per head this includes a tip for the driver but the restaurant 
meal will be extra. The coach takes 53 people, however we are 
limited to 40 persons to tour the factory. So it must be first come first served .Those not going to the factory will be taken to 
Hampton Court Gardens for the afternoon .There is a restaurant at Hampton Court. 
To book please contact Mrs Beryl Ingham  on  01780755207. Please pay on booking and there will be no refunds, unless you 
get somebody to take your place.  
The lunch at the Poppy Factory is not mandatory and you are welcome to bring your own picnic. However, if you want to 
make a booking for your midday meal please contact   Mr Roy Prentice on 01780751730. 
Menu options (two course meal at £8.75 a head.) 
Menu  A  Cottage pie with vegetables of the day.      
Menu  B  ( Fish & Chips 25 portions max) 
Menu  C  (Vegetable  Hot  Pot with herb dumplings & peas) 
All the above dishes come with homemade sweet of the day. 
Light lunch.  Soup of the day served with a crusty baguette & 
Homemade sweet of the day 
    

 

 
Negotiating with the natives in 2010 

 
Shirley Beresford 
gamely tackles a 
piece of the famous 
cream cake at the 
Ettrick Bay Tea 
Room 

Visit to the Isle of Bute 
Following the highly successful visit two years 
ago to our friends in the Isle of Bute, we have 
arranged another trip for the 26th to 29th May 
2012. Details of price, travel, hotels etc. can be 
obtained from John Copeland on 07588 487504            

Calling all Bookworms 
Poppy Day is a novel by Amanda Prowse 
offering a rare insight into life behind the 
uniform, a peek at what it is like to be the one 
left at home. Ticking off the days until your 
loved one returns, and what happens if there is 
the knock at the door that every Forces’ wife, 
husband, parent or lover dreads. 
Having been informed that her husband, Martin, 
has been taken hostage in Afghanistan, Poppy 
Day, a 21 year old devoted wife, embarks on a 
treacherous challenge to bring back the one she 
loves. 
All proceeds from the sale of this book go to the 
Royal British Legion, to go towards helping 
service personnel who have experienced life 
changing injuries in Afghanistan to get their 
lives back together. 
Where to find ‘Poppy Day’ 

• On line at www.Poppyshop.org.uk 
• From Amazon –paperbacvk or Kindle 
• At Waterstones or Clinton Cards 
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Ketton sausages make you wear silly things 
 

 
Ketton sausages make you do 
silly things 

Tony Goodwin receiving the Maurice Cu in 2009p 
from our National President, Sir John Kiszely. 

 
 
 
 

CELEBRATE ST GEORGE’S DAY WITH 
TRADITIONAL BRITISH FOOD! 
We are holding our traditional Sausage and Mash event on 23 
April at Ketton Sports Club at 1pm 
cost £8.  The aim is, as always, to 
celebrate St George’s Day or, if you 
prefer, Shakespeare’s birthday. The 
fare will consist of Sausage, Mash, 
peas Yorkshire pudd and gravy 
followed by a sweet.  Please contact 
Bill Turner on 766697 if you wish  to 
take part. Last date to book a place is 
13 April. limited places, first come, 
 first served.  

 
                                                                        
                                                   

. 

STOP PRESS: THE MAURICE CUP 
Haig House have just announced that Lincolnshire County has just been 
awarded  the Maurice Cup for the second time in three years. We last 
received it in 2009. This prestigious National Trophy is awarded annually to 
the County which during the year has shown the most progress and greatest 
efficiency. It will be presented at the National Conference in May. 
The award recognises and acknowledges the effort, teamwork and success in 
all aspects of the role of the Royal British Legion in Lincolnshire County. 
For 8 years Lincolnshire has been held up by Head Office as a ‘beacon’ 
county with a reputation in the Legion second to none. Every Branch in the 
County, but especially Stamford, has played some part in earning this award. 
Thanks to all of you who give your support. 

. 
 
 

 
 
COMING EVENTS                                                                                                                                                                                          
April 17th/18th      Welfare workshops at RAF Wittering, 10 – 2pm. 
April 19th          Welfare workshop Royal Artillery, 10 – 2pm 
April 21st          Packing parcelks for the troop at Whitefriars.                                                                                                                  
April 23rd… Bangers and Mash, Ketton Sports Club, 1pm. 
May 26th – 29th    Isle of Bute return visit, places still available. 
June 8th                RAF Wittering families day. 
June 16th…….     60’s evening. Danish Invader. 
June 27th  Royal Artillery Welfare Day                 
July 1st………     Re-dedication service at All Saints Church 
(provisional) 
July 9th………    Outing to Poppy Factory, Richmond, Surrey. 
Sept 16th  Royal Artillery open day 
 

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING 
1900 hrs,  Tuesday 10th April, Clare Close Community Room     

NEXT BRANCH GENERAL SOCIAL 
20.00 hrs  Tuesday 17th April, Cummins Club.Visit by Glen Rawnsley ( brother of Darren), ex wrestler under 
the name of ‘Kid Scipio’. 

    Best Wishes to our members 
    Brian and Pat 

 

 

 
A new meaning to the phrase ‘ seeing dog’ 


