
Lincolnshire – A Winning Team 
Safeguarding the welfare, interests and memory of those who are serving or who have served in H. M. Armed Forces 

Registered Charity No: 219279 

1 

 

LEGION LINCS 
                  www.britishlegion.org.uk/counties/lincolnshire    

           Legion Contact Centre  0808 8028080                                      
 Newsletter of 

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 
Lincolnshire County 

January - February 2016    Edition 1/2016 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
  
 
   
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

A County Certificate of Appreciation 
for Les Tranter, Secretary of Tealby 
& Market Rasen Branch 

 A County Certificate of Appreciation 
for John Knightall, Chairman of 
Grantham Branch 

A County Certificate of Appreciation 
for John Smith, Vice Chairman of 
Laceby & District Branch 
 

John Hathaway receives a Poppy 
Appeal Certificate of Appreciation 
for his many years’ service as the 
County Poppy Appeal Coordinator 

The Sharman Cup to Grace 
Marsden for Services to Standard 
Bearers 

The Sheppard Cup to North 
Hykeham Branch for the greatest 
membership increase by a Branch 
without a club 

The County Courtesy Cup to the 
Rev Canon John Thorold, County 
Chaplain 

The County’s star contributors receive their due 
recognition from the County Patron at this month’s 
County Annual Conference (see also pages 3 and 13 for 
further details) 

http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/counties/lincolnshire
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 Thank you to all those members who made the effort to 
support our County Conference at Horncastle. 
Approximately half of our Branches were represented 
and, whilst that is encouraging, it is always disappointing 
that every Branch and all of our members were not 
represented.  

At our meeting yesterday the County Committee all 
agreed that it was a good day, with interesting and 
worthwhile information available. Our guest speaker, 
Colin Kemp, a Board of Trustee member gave a good 
solid presentation and readily made himself available for 
questions from the floor. He is of course required to 
present the corporate point of view and this is sometimes 
a very dry subject.  

Our County Patron, Mr Tony Worth, gave a short 
presentation on the current situation at the International 
Bomber Command Centre. This was very well received 
and much appreciated by both members and visitors.  

From the County point of view, it was unfortunate that 
there were no motions for discussion put forward by our 
Branches. This usually generates different points of view 
and encourages our members to become involved. 
Hopefully next year will see delegates more active on the 
day. It was however encouraging to see that we had seven 
members standing for election to the County Committee 
of whom several were standing for the first time. New 
members and ideas are always welcome and the County 
Committee will accommodate new thinking and move 
forward.  

If you are considering whether to stand for election in the 
future, then please feel free to contact myself or any other 
member of the County Committee and we will be pleased 
to talk it through with you. Similarly, any Branch 
Chairman who wishes to attend a meeting of the County 
Committee to see how we do our business will be most 
welcome. Please contact me prior to the meeting. We 
need your help and support to serve the members in the  

best way we can. 

We need also to be thinking already about the 
National Conference which will be held at Eastbourne 
in May. I would encourage all Branches if possible to 
send a delegate and take part in the conference. It is 
your chance to have your say and to take in the 
information that is readily available through the 
displays and presentations put on by the various 
departments of Haig House. 

Presentation of awards to our deserving members is 
always a great pleasure and this year was no 
exception. Derrick Scott retiring from service to the 
County as Treasurer, John Hathaway until recently 
our Poppy Appeal Co-ordinator and John Thorold, 
our County Padre, were all recognised and honoured 
by the County Committee. However equally 
important are those awards instigated by Branch 
members who feel that an individual has done service 
which is deserving of recognition, and we were happy 
to support those nominations too. However, the first 
step is the award of a Branch Certificate of 
Appreciation so please make those awards to your 
own deserving members. 

This year will bring a number of notable anniversaries 
of events associated with WW1. The start of the 
Naval Battle of Jutland on 31 May and the Battle of 
Jutland on 1 July are two dates for your diaries. 
Planning for the commemoration of these significant 
events is going ahead and will be finalised shortly. 
Together with the celebration of the Queen’s 90th 
Birthday and our annual County events it promises to 
be another busy time for our members.  

Thank you for your support during the past year and I 
wish you all every success in 2016. 

Kind regards 

Tony Goodwin 

County Patron: Mr A. Worth, CVO 
President: Wg Cdr Simon Erskine Crum, OBE 
Chairman: Mr A.R.P. Goodwin, BEM 
Membership Support Officer: Mr B. Mahoney 
 

CHAIRMAN’S FOREWORD 

County Elections and Appointments 2015 
A number of elections were announced at the County Annual Conference: 

Nomination for Election to National Conference Committee – Mr Tony Goodwin BEM was the only nomination 
and was therefore selected unopposed as the County Nomination for the National Conference Committee.  

County Committee – Terry Butler (Bourne), Tom Gundry (Kirton in Lindsey), George Reid (Boston) and John 
Scally (Immignham) were each elected or re-elected for three years, and Pauline Seymour (Pinchbeck) was elected 
for one year. 

County Conference Committee – There being only one candidate Eve Morland (North Hykeham) was elected 
unopposed and Steve Ironmonger (Bourne) and Ray Beresford (Stamford) were co-opted. 

The County Vice Presidents were reconfirmed without change. 

Mr S.R.Bonde, Editor 
31 Clare Close, 

STAMFORD, PE9 2QA 
Tel: 01780 757041 

E-mail: srbonde@hotmail.com 

mailto:srbonde@hotmail.com
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County Annual Conference, 9 January 2016 
Participation at this year’s County Annual Conference in Horncastle this year 
was slightly down on recent years – 25 voting delegates and just 9 Standards 
on parade. Sadly, also our intended Guest Speaker, the Rt Rev Nigel 
McCulloch, our national Chaplain, was flood-bound in the Lake District and 
unable to join us. Fortunately Mr Colin Kemp, RBL Trustee, was able to step 
in at the last minute. We were also joined by the Mayor of Horncastle, and by 
Mr Tony Worth, CVO, our Country Patron and Trustee of the Lincolnshire 
Bomber Command  Memorial Project. 
County President  
The County President, Simon Erskine-Crum, in his opening address, thanked the County Chairman and his 
Committee for all their support and hard work during the introduction of so may changes during the past year 
which have in themselves generated much more work for the Committee. He was also pleased to say that he had 
been too pessimistic last year when he predicted that the public would weary of so many WWI and WWII 
anniversaries and commemorations. In fact they had responded to this year's Poppy Appeal even more generously; 
in Lincolnshire it was already £20,000 up on last year. He also praised the dedication of all our Poppy Appeal 
collectors and thanked all our volunteers, noting that this day, 9 January, was the 75th anniversary of the first flight 
of the Lancaster. 
County Chairman  
Tony Goodwin, County Chairman, reported that 2016 had been a mixed year for the County. We had lost John 
Copeland, County Committee Member and Chairman of Stamford who had set such high standards with good 
humour and also led the outreach of Legion services to nearby military bases. Two Lincolnshire branches and two 
clubs had also closed. Fortunately, most other Branches now seemed to be thriving. 
The County had been able to take on the many changes coming from the centre. We must accept them, although 
some directives on, eg Membership, had given cause for concern or created problems; he invited branches to raise 
any problems with the MSO. 
Lincolnshire was not standing still. There were many good things. Where many had thought that branch welfare 
had ceased to exist, and the first national welfare scheme had not been fit for purpose, branches were active in 
welfare. Many Outreach Centres had been established and many Lincolnshire branches, eg Boston and Stamford, 
had opened High Street Drop-In Centres in concert with other organisations. Stamford were running Outreach 
welfare workshops at three military bases, and Sleaford had a long record of hospital and house-bound visiting. 
They had proved that Legion welfare could be successful at the local level; there was no need to wait for corporate 
instruction. Let us continue this good work. 
He said that the future of the Legion lays with the younger generation, especially the Cadet groups. It had become 
clear that the County needed two County Youth Officers; an extra one had been appointed and was already 
improving contact with the Cadets in north Lincolnshire. 
The County Committee had completed its first year of organising the County events. There had been much work – 
and much success. The attendance at the County Poppy Appeal Launch at East Kirby had been a record – the 
County Fundraiser had even commented that he was the luckiest CFR in the country. Sadly support for the annual 
Festival of Remembrance at RAF Cranwell had fallen; this needed to be addressed. The annual Branch 

Chairmen/Secretaries' Seminar at Donington was getting bigger each year 
and proves that members want to know what is happening. 
Remembrance had been important in 2015 with the anniversaries of VE and 
VJ Days,  and the unveiling of the Lincolnshire Bomber Command 
Memorial at Lincoln. The County Vice President, Mrs Doreen Stephens, 
had also represented the County at the Merchant Navy Association 
Conference in 2015. 
2016 would see the anniversaries of the Battles of Jutland and the Somme. 
Many Lincolnshire men had fought and died on the Somme and the 
anniversary will have special meaning in many Lincolnshire towns and 
communities. The launch of the National Armed Forces Day 2016 would 
take place at Cleethorpes, with Haig House playing a prominent role. 
Lincoln Castle will host a display of the Remembrance Poppies from the 
Tower of London – final details were still to be worked out but the theme 
will be educational and the County will be involved. Finally, the County 
Annual Service of Rededication will be held at Market Rasen. He 
concluded by saying that we can and must continue to work together to 
maintain our position as one of the leading counties in the country. We are 
a WINNING TEAM. 

 

A highlight of this year’s 
Conference was when the County 
President presented a County 
Certificate of Appreciation to 
Derrick Scott, on his retirement as 
County Treasurer, for his 
longstanding loyal service as 
Treasurer, Parade Marshal, and 
Festival of Remembrance Team 
Member.  
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Guest Speaker 
Our guest speaker, at short notice, was Mr Colin Kemp, a Trustee and 
member of the Executive Board. He began by appealing for Branches to put 
forward the names of more members and volunteers for Legion recognition.  

Public Perceptions 
He said that the Legion, as a charity, was changing more lives for the better 
than ever before. Public perception of the Legion was changing that we 
worked the whole year, not just the three weeks around the Poppy Appeal 
and Remembrance. We were now rated behind only Cancer Research and 
Macmillan Cancer in the Farris Charity Branch Index -  a remarkable result. 

A new face of the Legion has been launched on the High Streets with over 
290 locations and Pop-In Centres. The new Contact Centre telephone and online Knowledge Base mean that it has 
never been easier to contact the Legion –with 790,000 contacts in the year to September 2015 (three times the 
previous rate). 

The Legion was much in the public eye in 2015. The Channel 4 documentary, Dementiaville, showed the Legion’s 
ground-breaking work in Galanos House. The Daily Telegraph described the Legion’s approach as a “shining 
beacon” and Galanos House had been voted Care Home of the Year by its peers. The Legion cannot afford to set up 
such centres everywhere, but many more dementia annexes are being created.  

Future Change and Strategy 
Pathway for Growth (P4G) was coming to an end and we need to plan for the next steps. We also need to approach 
change carefully. There had been many fake press reports and hundreds of complaints about alleged cut-backs to 
the Festival of Remembrance. There was not a shred of truth in any of them, but it illustrated the need to beware of 
rumours and second hand information. 

Our new strategy for 2016-21 will be based around three key elements: Information & Support, Remembrance, and 
Advocacy & Representation. Comradeship, the fourth of our four pillars, has not been forgotten but in fact runs 
through everything we do – including the three key elements above. 
 - Information & Support:  We shall help the whole Armed Forces community – serving personnel, veterans 
or their dependents by providing support and advice. Throwing money at problems is out and finding solutions is 
in. We shall continue to provide direct support but we shall expand the online Knowledge Base to ensure that 
beneficiaries get exactly the help that is right for them. There will be a role for Branches and members in helping 
our beneficiaries – home and hospital visiting, telephone buddies, support with funerals including Standard bearing, 
and operating outreach advice and information centres. Many Branches already provide such support but no one 
knows precisely what. Legion officers and staff need to collect this information, through a much more simple 
reporting system, so that we can use it to lobby Government and also to recruit new members and volunteers.  Clear 
leaflets for each activity are being produced. 
 - Remembrance:  As the national custodian of Remembrance, we want to ensure that it is understood and 
observed by all. We aim to connect large national commemorations, eg the Battle of the Somme, with events at the 
local level. We shall target a wider, more inclusive audience of younger and more ethnically diverse communities, 
and especially the digital generation. 
 - Advocacy & Representation: We aim to build on recent campaign successes, such as the Veterans’ 
Hearing Fund and changes to Armed Forces widows pensions. We shall continue to speak out with a strong voice 
on behalf of our community. 

We need a strong base from which to deliver our objectives, including a strong fundraising machine. The voluntary 
sector is very competitive and we need to maintain our profile and public donations. The 2014/15 Poppy Appeal 
was our most successful ever, raising £45 million. We hope that 2015/16 will be just as successful. However we 
face many challenges ahead. One is a greater public scrutiny of our fundraising practices. We acted quickly to 
protect our reputation recently and, with other leading charities, have publicly committed to ensure that no one 
should ever feel pressurised into giving. 

Finally, Mr Kemp outlined the Case for Support, in which the Legion will go back to basics with a clear definition 
of why it is needed today. This will be drilled into our values, actions and communications so that both we and the 
wider public can understand and better achieve our goals and common purpose. 

The Legion will consult widely on the corporate plan so that it is agreed and understood at every level. The 2015-
21 corporate strategy will take in two major milestones – the 100th anniversary of the end of WWI and the founding 
of the Legion itself in 1921. Does the Legion look the same as it did 100 years ago  – probably not but neither does 
the world we live in. Will the Legion look the same in 100 years – probably not but we expect it to be still thriving 
and playing its important national role to the memory of the fallen and the future of the living.  
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Freedom Trail 

The Royal British Legion have 25 places to fill on this year’s Freedom Trail, 
a 4 day trek through the Pyrenees on 19 – 25 September. The Freedom Trail 
(‘Chemin de la liberté) follows one of the toughest WW2 escape routes from 
Nazi-occupied France into Spain, passing memorials of the fallen along the 
way. The trek is highly demanding, passing through spectacular scenery on 
remote trails, reaching approx 2500m before the descent into Spain. It is 
achievable – a member of Stamford Branch did the trek some 7 or 8 years 
ago.  

The Legion have been running the Freedom Trail on a very small scale for a 
few years but are now putting much more investment into it and are having 
all logistics organised by Discover Adventure, one of the leading charity 
tour operators. 

 Because of the strong military link to the challenge the Legion are 
particularly looking to attract Legion members and to promote it early in the 
New Year to give participants plenty of time to train and to fundraise. The 
Legion team will fly out to France on 19 September and the registration fee 
is £199, covering flights and accommodation. A major part of the trek of 

course is gathering sponsorships to raise funds for the Legion's welfare work. Branches are asked to help promote 
this venture in any local newsletters or upcoming communications they may have in the New Year.  

 
 
 
Laceby thank Morrisons 
Richard Hewitt, Chairman of Laceby & District Branch, 
presents a Certificate of Thanks to Paul Elsagood, the 
deputy store manager of Morrisons in Laceby, for 
supporting the village Poppy Appeal for the past 20 years. 
The store had already raised over £59,000 and, with over 
£5000 raised in just ten days this year, the Branch have 
thanked shoppers for their generosity. 
Mr Elsagood said “Obviously it is a fantastic charity and 
we are always proud to have them at this time of year. 
They come back year after year and I’m really pleased to 
hear how well they have been doing this year.” 
 
 
Mablethorpe Branch join the New Year 
Big Dipper 

A group of 25 people braved the New Year's Day cold 
for the annual Mablethorpe Big Dipper in the sea in aid 
of the Poppy Appeal.  
Peter Rogers, a serving staff sergeant who takes part in 
the Branch golf challenge, came up with the idea. 
Although, they had just two weeks to get it organised, 
the community support was unbelievable. Mark Reddin, 
PAO for Mablethorpe Branch said: "The community 
spirit has been amazing. Everyone from the RNLI, 
coastguard and ATC were on board and the Snack 
Shack opened up the beach huts which have heaters 
inside for the sea dippers to warm up. 
Funds are still being collected, but are expected to raise 
at least £2,500 for the Poppy Appeal.   

Poppy Appeal 
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Lincolnshire Bomber Command Memorial 
During our County Annual Conference this year, Mr Tony Worth CVO, 
Trustee of the LBCM, gave a summary of progress during 2015, setting out 
why such a memorial was needed. 10 years ago a simple plaque, the first 
ever memorial, in memory of the Bomber Command members who had 
died in WWII had been unveiled in Lincoln Cathedral.  Then the national 
Memorial had been erected in Green Park in 2012. But both simply said 
over 50,000 men had died – nothing more, no names, no mention of the 
ground crews and other support staff – upto one million men. 

It had been important to ensure that Lincoln Cathedral – the first and often 
the last landmark seen by aircrews as they set off on their missions – should 
be within sight of the new Memorial. Much of area still remains a building 
site but, conscious of the ages of the remaining Bomber Command 

members, the Memorial was ceremonially unveiled on 2 October 2015 in the presence of 300 veterans and 2000 
guests. The walls around the Memorial record 26,296 names of airmen who took off from Lincolnshire bases and 
did not return. Another 29,000 names of airmen from other counties are still to be recorded 

The Heritage Lottery Fund is contributing towards a £2-3 million Chadwick (designer of the Lancaster) Learning 
Centre which will enable the next generations to know and understand what happened during WWII. 70% of 
funding so far has been raised in Lincolnshire and a new National Press Fundraising Initiative by several national 
newspapers and celebrities will promote a national 'One in a Million' scheme to get people to donate by text.  
Mr Goodwin added that he had written to the National Chairman to suggest to the Trustees that the Legion make a 
grant to the project. 
 
 
Branch Standards to Thiepval on 1 July 
Following success in the ballot at the end of last year a number of Branch Standard Bearers have enquired whether 
they can attend the international event at Thiepval Memorial on 1 July bearing their Standards. This keenness and 
pride is recognised and appreciated, but Branch representatives are asked not to take their Standards to the 
Memorial on 1 July. This is because the Legion will be officially represented in this capacity solely by the National 
Standard Bearers.  

However, the Legion will be running daily (11:45am) services at the Memorial from 2 July onwards, which will 
present a welcome opportunity for those Bearers to parade with their Standards during the subsequent days. It 
would therefore be of great assistance to the Commemorative Events team if Branches could continue to feed in 
how many Members they know will be attending Thiepval between 2 July and 18 November.  

More detail about the nature of these events is set out on page 7. 
 
 
Western Front Presentations 
The Lincoln & North Lincolnshire Branch of the Western Front Association 
are holding a number of Presentation Evenings during 2016 : 

Monday 11th January Richard Pullen - The First Tanks, an Opportunity 
Wasted  
Monday 22nd February Dr John Sutton - Injustice or Justifiable, Executed 
Soldiers  
Monday 4th April Brian Ainsworth - Aspects of the Secret Service and AGM  
Monday 9th May Peter Hart - Battle of Jutland  
Monday 13th Jun Richard Lloyd, The Treatment of Prisoners of War  
Monday 25th July Andy Lonergon - The 21st Division 1914 – 18  
Monday 5th September Mark Rowe - A Zeppelin Attack on a Midlands Town  
Monday 17th October Tim Lynch - The Home Front  
Monday 28th November John Chester - Nivelle’s Offensive 1917  
 
The meetings are held at Sobraon Barracks, Burton Road, Lincoln, LN1 3PY  at 6.45pm for a 7pm start, with tea, 
coffee & biscuits available. For further information, please contact the Branch Chairman, Garry Trown, on e-mail 
wfalincolnbranch@outlook.com  

Remembrance 

 

 

mailto:wfalincolnbranch@outlook.com
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Planning for the Legion’s 
part in marking the 
centenary of the Battle of 
the Somme is ongoing, 
Branches are asked to 
promulgate the ‘save the 
date’ requirement to their 
members and, perhaps 
especially, their Standards. 
Summary 
There were 57,470 British casualties on Day 1 of the Somme; including 19,240 killed.  Of the 430,000 British 
casualties suffered in the Battle, a third died.  Thiepval is a CWGC memorial, located in rural Picardy, France. 

There will be 5 distinct elements of the centenary of the Battle of the Somme, running from 30 June to 18 
November 2016, as follows: 
·         30 June:               Overnight televised vigils at Thiepval and Westminster Abbey 
·         1 July:          International event at Thiepval memorial 
·         1 July:          National event in Manchester, coinciding with parallel events in other regional centres 
·         2 July to 17 November:  Somme-‘141’ Legion-led midday services at Thiepval memorial 
·         18 November:          Legion-led daily event at Thiepval memorial to mark the closure of the Battle. 

30 June 2016 – Thiepval 
There will be a military vigil held overnight at the Thiepval Memorial at which there will be no Legion 
representation. Places of worship across the UK may be seeking to conduct vigils of their own to coincide with the 
event at Thiepval. 

1 July 2016 – Thiepval 
There will be a joint UK-French Government event at the Thiepval Memorial. Only a minority (8,000) of those 
who applied to the ballot for tickets will be able to attend. Other than participation by the National Standard 
Bearers (and some selected others), the Legion’s involvement will be limited. 

1 July 2016 – UK 
The Department of Culture, Media and Sport has directed that Manchester will host the national commemorative 
event for the Battle of the Somme on 1 July 2016, which the Legion is helping to coordinate.  Following the event 
at Thiepval in France, the Manchester event currently comprises three phases: 
·         a Cathedral service 
·         a ‘People’s Procession’ to Heaton Park 
·         and an ‘experience site’ and concert at Heaton Park, ending c.10pm 
There will also be other regional events (information gathering for which is ongoing – see email ‘Centenary 
Activity in 2016’ 22 December 2015 – some are more advanced in their planning than others). There will be a role 
for Membership on 1 July and thereafter. 

2 July to 17 November 2016 – Thiepval and UK – Somme-‘141’ 
The Legion will deliver a daily event, giving Membership an opportunity to play a role at the Thiepval Monument 
at 12pm French time (11am UK time), likely to be similar in format to the daily Menin Gate services. Somme-
‘141’ refers to the number in days of the Battle of the Somme, from 1 July to 18 November, inclusive.  This ‘title’ 
is subject to change. 
Attendance will vary according to the history of the day and the associations that wish to visit.  Groups ranging 
from Commonwealth Governments to local clubs have already begun to following process. 
Via online registration, the Legion has the opportunity to coordinate and deliver a community-based programme of 
Remembrance events based upon localised history.  This programme will encourage communities and any 
regimental association to mark the day when their local (‘Pals’) battalions became involved in the battle, although 
anyone (including existing tour groups) will be encouraged to attend. 
2, 3 and 4 July are forecast to absorb huge numbers of those unable to attend Thiepval on 1 July. For those unable 
to attend Thiepval, there is the opportunity for the Legion to play a lead role in the delivery of commemorative 
events around the UK by providing templates and event packs.  

18 November 2016 – Thiepval 
A large-scale culminating event to be run by the Legion at Thiepval to bring Somme-‘141’ to a close, involving 
representatives from Pals’ Battalions and Serving military. 

 

Centenary of the Somme 
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BARNACK & DISTRICT TRUMPETER TAKES POST 
14 year old Lawrence Hayes, a Year 9 pupil at Stamford 
School, receives his RBL tie and badge from Branch 
Chairman, Charles Clark, upon his appointment as Branch 
Trumpeter at a ceremony held at ‘The White Hart Inn’, 
Ufford, last December. After the presentation, Lawrence 
entertained Branch members with a selection of Christmas 
Carols. 

This cements the longstanding association with The 
Stamford Endowed Schools Combined Cadet Force, 
which is officially affiliated to the Branch. 

Lawrence has played Last Post and Reveille at Barnack’s 
commemoration of Remembrance Sunday and Armistice 
Day two years running and is now a junior member of the 
Legion, which also welcomes his parents, who have also 
recently joined. 

 

Royal British Legion hands out hampers of Christmas cheer 
The Sleaford Branch of 
the Royal British 
Legion handed out 24 
jam-packed Christmas 
hampers to people in 
need across Sleaford 
last month. The 
Sleaford welfare team 
have distributed 
hampers for a few 
years now to members 
of the community 
whom they visit each 
month, and they are 
gratefully received.  

Colin Hyde, the welfare secretary for the branch said: "It's very nice. I took some out yesterday to some people in 
Leasingham and they looked a little embarrassed and pleased at the same time. I know one lady and she was very 
pleased because she's diabetic, so we catered for her."  
The tasty treats in the hampers - including Christmas puddings, fruit jellies and a whole host of festive goodies – 
are funded by the Branch from monies donated to them for local welfare, and are prepared at the Four Seasons 
Garden Centre in Sleaford. 

 

 

Bourne Christmas Dinner 
Bourne & District Branch held their Christmas 
Dinner at the Angel Hotel on 9 December. 
Thirty members came along to celebrate a 
successful year of activities, including 
collections at various exhibitions throughout the 
area. The highlight of the year, however, was 
the wonderful evening of their annual Dinner-
Dance which raised a considerable amount for 
their representative in the British Paraplegic 
Team. 
Everyone had a joyous evening, going home in 
a Christmas mood. To be repeated next year. 

Bourne Town Charity Collection 
Just before Christmas every year Santa parades around Bourne 
and surrounding villages in a motorised sleigh. In 2015 Bourne 
& District Branch provided four volunteers to help with the 
collection. And Father Christmas himself was in fact also well-
known Branch member – a perfect way to advertise the Legion. 
Two weeks of hard evening work later, the Branch had collected 
a considerable sum to add to their funds to use for the usual 
Legion activities. 
The volunteers wish to remain anonymous but the Branch 
extends its thanks to them and all their members. Santa has a job 
for life; it is just a pity he is too large to come down our 
chimney 
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Love Your Garden 
The Royal British Legion have been approached by the makers of ITV's Love Your Garden with Alan 
Titchmarsh; they are looking for worthy people to have their garden made over. Alan and the team are 
currently in the process of casting the sixth series of the show where once again he will be travelling around 
Britain to carry out surprise garden transformations for those in need. Combining advice and inspirational 
hints and tips with incredible stories, this series continues to draw in large audiences with its last series 
averaging around 3.5 million viewers. 
 We are on the hunt for wonderfully inspiring individuals to apply for the show and would consequently 
love to speak to anyone whom you may have come across through your work and may need help with their 
garden. Could Branches consider if anyone, Legion member or not) springs to mind who would benefit 
from this kind of thing? If so, it would be helpful to send a little bit of background on them through the 
MSO to enable the Legion to consider whether they would like to put them forward (service, their initial 
need, how we helped them, any other relevant detail) to the producers. Prior to putting them forward, we 
would also need to touch base to check if they were interested in being nominated.  
If appropriate, the person would go forward and the surprise would be when Alan turns up on their 
doorstep. It is not a big commitment; something like a few days spread over several months next year. 
 

 Administration 

Membership Renewals 
During his address to County Annual Conference on 9 
January, Mr Kemp addressed the problems of 
membership renewal. The old database system was 
out of date and probably breached the Data Protection 
Act. It had to be renewed. The new system had been 
introduced against the background of an immovable 
deadline and had not worked as well as we would 
have liked. Our supplier is working hard to iron out 
the problems and temporary staff have been recruited. 
One bright spot – over 7500 new members have been 
recruited since the new system began in June. And we 
now have a starting base of a 200,000 strong contact 
list. 

Branch Membership Subscription  
– Cash Payers 
The Assistant Director of Membership has sent the 
following to Branches:  
a.            Multiple membership bulk cheques will be 
accepted by Novacroft for those members who have 
paid cash at their branch. The branch must return all of 
the paying members cheque remittance slips (shows 
membership number and barcode) along with the bulk 
cheque directly to Novacroft.  
b.            The renewal year has been extended to 31 
Mar 16. Only after this date will memberships lapse. 
The MSO will answer and queries on the above. 

The Astor Big Band raising funds for 
the Legion 
The Astor Big Band is coming to the Theatre Royal 
Lincoln on Saturday, April 16  at 7.30 with their 
"More Miller Magic” show. All profits to the Royal 
British Legion Poppy Appeal. 
A number of tickets are available at the special price 
of £10 (instead of £22) to be used by branches to give 
veterans and deserving members a cheap night 
out. Branches are asked to distribute the poster 
(available from the MSO) to local veteran 
organisations and Military establishments in their 
area.  
Branches wanting special price tickets and members 
of the public should contact the Theatre Royal. 
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ELECTIONS FOR NATIONAL CHAIRMAN, NATIONAL VICE-
CHAIRMAN AND BOARD OF TRUSTEES - 2016 
The closing date for Branch nominations for election for National Chairman, National Vice-Chairman 
and the Board of Trustees was 5pm on Friday 22nd January 2016.  The following Branch nominations 
have been received: 
  
National Chairman  
Mr Terry Whittles.  Nominated by the Penistone Branch.   

As there is only one Branch nomination for the Office of National Chairman, Mr Terry Whittles is 
considered elected to that Office.  Mr Whittles will serve as the National Chairman of The Royal British 
Legion from the close of Annual Conference 2016 until the close of the third next meeting of Annual 
Conference, that is to say, 2019, unless his tenure of Office ends differently. 

  
NATIONAL VICE-CHAIRMAN (in alphabetical order by surname) 
Mrs Una Cleminson.  Nominated by the Barrington Branch; 
Mrs Denise Edgar.  Nominated by the York Branch; 
Lieutenant Colonel Joseph Francis Falzon OSJ BEM.  Nominated by the Stapleford & Berwick St James Branch; 
Lieutenant Colonel Colin Stuart Kemp.  Nominated by the Downham & District Branch; 
Mr William Parkin.  Nominated by the Littleover Branch; 
Mr Martyn Tighe.  Nominated by the Cheadle Branch;  and 
Lieutenant Colonel David Whimpenny.  Nominated by the Y Services (Garats Hay) Branch.  

As there is more than one candidate for the Office of National Vice-Chairman, an election, as outlined in the 
attached Circular, will be held for that Office. 
  
BOARD OF TRUSTEES (in alphabetical order by surname)  
Mr John Aitken Clark.  Nominated by The Riders Branch; 
Mr Timothy Clarke.  Nominated by the Abergavenny Branch; 
Mr Roger Garratt.  Nominated by the Dartmoor Branch; 
Mr Andrew Gregory.  Nominated by the Southwell Branch; 
Mr Paul Harris.  Nominated by the Gillingham Branch; 
Miss Susan Kelly.  Nominated by the North Ferriby Branch; 
Mr John Morrison.  Nominated by the Bangor Branch; 
Mrs Rosalie Ann Reid.  Nominated by the Newnham-on-Severn Branch; 
Colonel Neil Salisbury OBE DL.  Nominated by the Bushmills Branch; 
Mr Merfyn Thomas.  Nominated by the Colwyn Bay & District Branch;  and 
Lieutenant Colonel David Whimpenny.  Nominated by the Y Services (Garats Hay) Branch. 
Given that there are more than three candidates for the Board of Trustees, an election, as outlined in the attached 
Circular, will be held. 
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This message is sent on behalf of Chris Simpkins, Director General  
Dear Members,  

I wanted to let you know that I have decided that it is time for me to move on from The Legion. It is never an easy 
decision to take and to get the timing exactly right to step down. But after almost 9 years as Director General and, as 
we come to the end of our current 5 year plan, Pathway for Growth, it feels that it would be a great opportunity for a 
new Director General to take the reins.  Especially, whilst they will still have a chance to shape the thinking and 
implementation of the next strategy. 

It will take a while for the recruitment process to be concluded, and so I intend to be in post up to that point to ensure a 
smooth transition is made.  There will be plenty of time to say our farewells later on but until then I have every 
intention of continuing business as usual.  

As always, we will be sure to keep you updated with news of my successor later in the year as progress is made.  

              Best 
 Chris Simpkins 
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Guidelines for Staff/Volunteers working outside a TRBL office  
Removing records from the office  
- Only remove records containing personal information from the office when it is absolutely necessary 
for the purpose of carrying out job duties  
- Keep this information to a minimum essential to carry out job duties  
- Only remove copies from the office, originals should be kept in the office  
- Records containing personal information should be signed out of the office with details of the records, 
date of removal and responsible individual  

Paper Records  
DO  
- Securely hold personal information in folders  
- Be in constant control of any bag/briefcase which you are carrying personal information in  
- Keep paper records in a locked boot when travelling by car  
- Keep personal files locked away in a drawer or cabinet if you are keeping them in your home  
- Keep personal files in a locked drawer if you are working at other locations outside of the office  

DON’T  
- Carry loose sheets of paper which have personal information recorded on them  
- Keep records containing personal information in a car other then when you are travelling to or from 
your home or at any other location you will be working at  
- Open or review personal files on public transportation  

Electronic Records  
DO  
- Store personal information on an encrypted password protected disk or CD  
- Be in constant control of any bag/briefcase in which you are carrying a disk or CD which contains 
personal information  
- Keep the disk or CD locked in a drawer or cabinet if you are keeping it at home  
- Keep the disk or CD in a locked drawer if you are working at other locations outside of the office  

DON’T  
- Store personal information on the hard drive of your laptop or home computer  

Laptop and Home Computers  
DO  
- Set passwords for access to laptops and home computers and encrypt any data kept on the hard drive  
- Install anti virus software  
- Be in constant control of laptops in transit  
- Keep the laptop locked in the boot if travelling by car  
- Ensure the screen cannot be seen by anyone else when viewing personal information on a laptop at a 
location outside of the office  
- Log off and shut down the laptop or home computer when it is not in use  

DON’T  
- View personal information on laptops while travelling on public transport  
- Share a laptop that has been issued for work purposes with other individuals such as family or friends  

Telephone and Voicemail  
DO  
- Set up a spare phone line and password controlled voice mail box if you work from home on a regular 
basis  

DON’T  
- Use mobile phones to discuss personal information when in transit or working at locations outside of 
the office  
DO REPORT THE LOSS OR THEFT OF PERSONAL INFORMATION IMMEDI 
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PROVISIONAL COUNTY CALENDAR OF EVENTS  2016 
 

DATE   EVENT             VENUE 
9 January   Annual Meeting of County Conference Horncastle 
23 January  County Committee Meeting   Alford 
7 February  Standard Bearers School   Horncastle 
27 February  Regional Standard Bearers Competition Loughborough 
7 March  County Management Board Meeting  Lincoln Office  
3 April   Standard Bearers School   Horncastle 
16 April  County Committee Meeting   Alford 
8 May   Annual County Service of Rededication Market Rasen 
21/22 May  Annual Conference    Eastbourne 
6 June   County Management Board Meeting  Lincoln Office 
12 June  Standard Bearers School   Horncastle 
27 June  National Armed Forces Day   Cleethorpes 
9 July   County Committee Meeting   Alford 
15 August  County Management Board Meeting  Lincoln Office 
17/18 September County Chairman’s Seminar   Staverton 
24 September   Branch Chairmen/Secretaries’ Seminar Donington  
25 September  County Standard Bearer Competition  Horncastle 
8 October  County Committee Meeting   Alford 
9 October  Standard Bearers School – AGM  Horncastle 
29 October  Poppy Appeal Launch    East Kirkby 
6 November  Festival of Remembrance   RAFC Cranwell 
11 November  Armistice Day     Countrywide 
12 November  Festival of Remembrance   Royal Albert Hall 
13 November  Remembrance Sunday   Countrywide 
10 December  County Committee Meeting   Alford 
14 January 2017 Annual Meeting of County Conference TBA 
 
NB:  This calendar of events is subject to change depending upon National events 
etc. 

WE WILL REMEMBER THEM 
     Mr C Beardshaw, Wainfleet    Mrs R I Scott, Horncastle & District 

Mr A Tearle MBE, Langtoft, The Deepings & District 
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Standard Bearers Association 
The Standard Bearers Association held their AGM at Louth on 11 October. After the voting it was business as 
usual as the Committee and Officers will all remain the same for another year. Thanks go to all who help in any 
way with running the Association. 
The Chairman commented that the number of Standard Bearers attending events is falling, due in some part to the 
falling number of Branch standard bearers. This is something that we will be trying to address this year so, if you 
know of anyone interested in becoming a Bearer, please let us know so that we can encourage them. The AGM was 
followed by a full dress inspection for the forth coming Remembrance  Parades and a short practice session to 
finish the day. 

The main change to the School is a change of venue for the first two meetings in 2016 to the Stanhope Hall in 
Horncastle (LN9 6NF). It was decided to hold the School in a more central location to try and attract more bearers 
to attend. The hall is also bigger and so will allow for more variety in the training. Thanks go to Louth and 
Crowland RBL halls for past services to the school and indeed we may return for some meetings in the future.  
 
So, for next year we need ALL standard bearers of all abilities to attend the school. It is a social afternoon for 
Bearers and friends to meet. It is not all practising, but is mostly informal, fun and free, well nearly!! 
 
NEW venue, dates and times for 2016. ALL dates are Sundays. Please note new start time of 1.30pm  
7 February   Stanhope Hall 10 April (not 3 April as first advertised) Stanhope Hall 
12 June venue to be confirmed   9 October AGM venue to be confirmed. 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
The next edition of LegionLincs will issue at the end of March. Please let me have your ideas and plans for your 
preparations to commemorate the Battles of Jutland and the Somme in 1916 and any photographs and write-ups of 
your other activities. 

Steve Bonde, 
Editor Legion Lincs 

 

County Standard Bearers’ Cups 2016 
A highlight of the County Annual Conference every year is the presentation by the County President of County 
Standard Bearers’ cups: 

County Standard Bearer Cup 

Richard Kent (Washingborough). 
Richard was not able to attend this 
year’s Conference but is pictured 
here receiving the Cup in 2015. 

County Standard Bearer Runner 
Up Cup   

 Graham Hewitt (Spalding) 

County Youth Standard Bearer Cup 

Ben Phipps (Kirton) 

The closing highlight every year 
is the Presentation, by the County 
President, of the County Youth 
Standard to the County Youth 
Standard Bearer, this year Ben 
Phipps of Kirton Branch 


