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Talk To The Hand 
Newsletter: January-February 2016 The Royal British Legion, Antwerp Branch 

 RBL Antwerp Branch HELP LINE:  0468 359 792 
Mary Ann Marinus. 

If someone is ill, or needs a visit, please DO call. 

Happy New Year 
Diary list of functions in the 
Antwerp region. 
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Diary Dates  
2016 

Valentine Lunch 

4 Details of our next lunch at the 
Hotel Basiliek 

I hope you all had a wonderful Christmas and that you have a 
happy and prosperous 2016. I do hope that 2016 can see some 
changes in thinking around the world, especially in the Middle 
East. Peace and harmony are very difficult things to find these 
days, but I really hope that some common sense will prevail. 

We have another full year coming up for the Branch and you can 
find details of forthcoming events for the year in the Diary section. 
Please bear in mind that some dates may change and we will try 
to keep you updated in future Newsletters. If you know of any 
events throughout 2016 that our members may be interested in, 
please drop me a line with the details. 

As of the AGM, Mary Ann has taken over as the head of Branch 
Welfare. This means that we have changed our Helpline 
telephone number to 0468 359 792. If you know of someone that 
needs help or a visit or has fallen ill, please let Mary Ann know. 
The helpline is a dedicated number and should be used for 
welfare matters only. All calls to the Helpline are treated with full 
confidentiality. If you have another enquiry, please contact the 
relevant Committee member on the contacts page. 

We also welcome two other new members of our committee this 
month. Rev. Brian Millson will take over as Branch Chaplain from 
Ann Babb and Lynne Marinus will be taking over as the Poppy 
Appeal Organiser. Welcome to you both a big thank you to Ann 
for her sterling service to the Branch over the years as both our 
Chaplain and Chairman of the Welfare Committee. But do not 
worry; Ann is still a member of the Branch so you will see her at 
our future functions. 

Got some pictures or an article about The Legion that you would 
like published? You can send any submissions to: sid-
wilkins@hotmail.com 

TTFN,  

Sid 

Some reminders for your diary 
and a couple of ideas for things 
to do 

6 

Things  
To Do 
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In Pictures 

November 2015 
Remembrance ceremonies 

Some photos from our 2015 
Christmas Lunch 7 

Christmas 
Lunch 2015 
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Diary Dates 2016 
The following list is complied from information received from each association. 

Date	 Time	 Association	 Event	 Location	 Comment	
January	 		 		 		 		 		
17	Jan	 11:30	 ABCA	 New	Year	Brunch	 d’Aa	Toert	 www.abca-antwerp.be	

18	Jan	 20:00	 TRBL	 New	Year	Reception	 11	Bn	Genie,	Burcht	 		
23-25	Jan	 Various	 BATS	 Panto	-	Red	Riding	Hood	 Arenberg	Theatre	 www.batsantwerp.be	
27	Jan	 20:00	 ABCA	 New	Year	drinks	 Cafe	Highlander	 www.abca-antwerp.be	

February	 		 		 		 		
	14	Feb	 12:30	 TRBL	 Valentine	Lunch	 Basiliek	Hotel,	Edegem	 		

28	Feb	 		 ABCA	 Visit	to	Town	Hall	 Antwerp	 www.abca-antwerp.be	

March	 		 		 		 		 		

19	Mar	 14:00	 Snor	Club	 Dance	 Central	Station	
http://www.snorrencluba
ntwerpen.be/	

TBC	 		 ABCA	 Poetry	&	Piano	Outing	 Tram	De	Lux	 www.abca-antwerp.be	

April	 		 		 		 		 		
TBC	 		 ABCA	 Easter	Lunch	 Basiliek	Hotel,	Edegem	 www.abca-antwerp.be	

TBC	 		 BATS	 Three	More	Sleepless	Nights	 BATS	Little	Theatre	 www.batsantwerp.be	
May	 		 		 		 		 		
22	May	 		 ABCA	 MAS	guided	exhibition	tour	 Antwerp	 www.abca-antwerp.be	

28	May-6	Jun	 Various	 BATS	 Variety	Show	 BATS	Little	Theatre	 www.batsantwerp.be	
July	 		 		 		 		 		
21	Jul	 		 ABCA	 BBQ	 Seascouts	Linkerover	 www.abca-antwerp.be	

August	 		 		 		 		 		
31	Aug	 		 		 Mussels	Lunch	 de	Bomma	 www.abca-antwerp.be	

September	 		 		 		 		 		
3	Sep	 TBC	 		 Liberation	of	Boom	 Klein	Willebroek	 TBC	
4	Sep	 09:30	 TRBL	 Tank	Ceremony	 Cromwell	Tank	 		
4	Sep	 12:30	 TRBL	 Tank	Lunch	 Colmar,	Antwerp	 TBC	
October	 		 		 		 		 		
23	Oct	 11:30	 TRBL	 Poppy	Lunch	&	AGM	 Basiliek	Hotel,	Edegem	 AGM	then	Lunch	
November	 		 		 		 		 		
8	Nov	 11:00	 TRBL	 Poppy	Collection	 Meir,	Antwerp	 		
9	Nov	 18:30	 TRBL/ABCA	 Remembrance	Service	 St	Boniface	Church	 		
11	Nov	 10:00	 Various	 Remembrance	Services	 Various	 		
December	 		 		 		 		 		
3	Dec	 11:00	 St	Boniface	 Christmas	Fayre	 St	Boniface	Church	 www.boniface.be	
11	Dec	 12:30	 ABCA	 Christmas	Lunch	 Basiliek	Hotel,	Edegem	 www.abca-antwerp.be	

18	Dec	 12:30	 TRBL	 Christmas	Lunch	 Basiliek	Hotel,	Edegem	 		
18	Dec	 18:30	 St	Boniface	 Annual	Carol	Service	 St	Boniface	Church	 www.boniface.be	
 

Please note that although we have tried to do our best with accuracy, things do change. So please 
check with the relevant association in case of amendments. We will post any updates in future 
Newsletters of course. Do you know of an event that our members might be interested in? Drop a 
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Ex Army Officer blasts into space 
British astronaut and former Army Apache helicopter pilot, Tim 
Peake has begun his mission on the International Space Station 
after blasting off from Kazakhstan on 15 December 2015. 

Members of Tim Peake’s former squadron in the Army Air Corps 
watched the launch from their base in Middle Wallop as their former 
colleague began his mission to the Space Station, which will be his 
home for the next six months. Tim, the first professional British 
astronaut to be appointed by the European Space Agency, has 
spent six years training for the mission. He beat over 8000 other 
applicants to one of the six places on the European Space Agency 
astronaut programme. 
 
Tim served with the Royal Green Jackets as a platoon Commander 
after graduating from Sandhurst in 1992 and became a qualified 
helicopter pilot in 1994. He retired from the Army Air Corps in 2009 
after 17 years of service.  
Good luck Tim.

The Valentine Lunch will be held on Valentine’s Day at the Hotel De Basiliek. 
 
When?  Sunday 14 February 
What time?  12:30 for 13:00 
Where?  Hotel De Basiliek, Trooststraat 22, 
  2650 Edegem 
What’s on the menu?  

 Cheese croquette with garnish 
 Angus Beef with choronsauce 
 Mixed salad and fries 
 Valentine ice cream 
 Coffee/tea and biscuits 
 Plus aperitif, wine and water 

How much?  €36 per person 
How do you pay? Transfer your money to:  
PNB Paribas Fortis, Meir. 
RBL Bank Account Number is 220-002-0212-72  
BIC: GEBABEBB IBAN: BE38 2200 0202 1272  
Payment details: Name + number people + €  
 
For information  
Call  Steve Cook   Martin Southam  
 03/233 42 51  03/295 00 76  

E-mail martin.southam1@skynet.be 

Valentine Lunch details – 14 February 2016 
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Volunteers needed 
Welfare Caseworkers 

We need Caseworkers, who report directly to the Welfare Chairman. These people need 
an outgoing nature and a willingness to help others. Tasks include home and hospital 
visits, perhaps a bit of shopping for a veteran or spouse. You will also be required to 
attend a Legion Welfare course and to take on case-files as needed – this might be the 
repatriation of a veteran to the UK for example. You do not need to be a member of The 

Legion to be a Caseworker. Interested? Contact Mary Ann Marinus: 0486 646941 (evenings)  
maryann.marinus@hotmail.com  
 

Newsletter Editor 

We also need a new Newsletter Editor. Due to taking over as the Branch Chairman, it is not possible for Sid 
to carry on with the Newsletter as well. The Newsletter is sent out every 2 months or so and we need 
someone to take it over. The applicant will need to select and prioritise content, produce the newsletter, 
have it printed and distribute it (both electronically and by normal post). Please contact the current 
Newsletter Editor if you think this is right up your street! 0478 990214 or sid-wilkins@hotmail.com 

British Charitable Fund 
The Royal British Legion provides support for British serving men and women, veterans and their families. 
But what if you have not served and need help?  

The British Charitable Fund (BCF) was founded by the Duke of Wellington immediately after the Battle of 
Waterloo in 1815. Its first Chairman was the Duke of Richmond. 

The BCF tries to help anyone with a genuine need of advice, conversation or 
material assistance. Apart from the requirements in our statutes that 
beneficiaries be British or a dependent (including widows or widowers) and 
resident in Belgium, there are no rules, except that in practice applicants 
should have exhausted the normal means of support from family and state 
agencies Even today, and despite the best efforts of various agencies, there 
are gaps in the provision of social help that can uniquely affect foreigners in 
Belgium. 

The BCF is a non-profit organisation and is run purely by donations from individuals, associations, schools, 
clubs and churches.  

You can get in touch with the BCF either by telephone or e-mail as per below: 

Antwerp:  03 231 09 04 Brussels: 02 767 47 26 

Charleroi: 071 216 817 Ypres: 057 365 152 

Email: bcf.info@telenet.be 

Website: www.bcfund.be 
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Things To Do 

National Memorial Fort Breendonk 

Between 1940 and 1945 between 3500-3600 prisoners passed through Breendonk concentration transit 
camp. On average, prisoners stayed at Breendonk for around 3 months before being transferred to camps 
in Germany, Austria and Poland.  

The brutality of the German and Flemish SS men and their 
collaborators in Breendonk cannot be understated.  The prisoners 
where undernourished and forced into hard labour. Physical 
cruelty and torture were common. The Camp Commandant, 
Phillip Schmidt, would also set his German Shepard dog on the 
inmates. Of the 300 prisoners that died in Breendonk, 185 were 
executed. Approximately half of the prisoners exported did not 
return from the camps.  

At the Malines trial in 1946, many of the camp’s SS men and 
collaborators were sentenced to death. Schmidt was eventually 
arrested and interred in Breendonk himself. He was executed by 
firing squad on 8 August 1950 (he is the last person to be 
executed in Belgium).  

Although it is difficult to visit the camp because of the atrocities 
that were carried out there, I can strongly recommend you visit. 
The stories and details of the people that were interred here are 
moving and interesting. The camp has been preserved in a very 
respectful way with the opportunity for many moments of quiet 

contemplation whilst undertaking the tour. We cannot forget what happened here. 

Situated on the A12 near Willebroek, there is plenty of free parking with a small brasserie situated next to 
the car park. For more information visit the website http://www.breendonk.be/EN/ 

A Lecture by Pieter Serrien - Antwerp under the bombs 
 

During the two world wars, Antwerp has repeatedly been the victim of enemy and 
allied bombing. Historian and writer Peter Serrien is giving this lecture (in Dutch) 
about the places where German, British and American bombs fell. You can listen to 
witness accounts of the bombing in Mortsel on April 5, 1943, as well as those who 
experienced the bombardment of Antwerp in early October 1914. There are the 
well-known stories such as the drama which took place at the Cinema Rex, but also 
the lesser-known bombings such as the British attacks during the autumn of 1917. 
Based on his books ‘Oorlogsdagen’, ‘Zo Was Onze Oorlog’ en ‘Tranen Over 
Mortsel’, Serrien creates a unique look back to life under the bombs in Antwerp. 
 
Pieter Serrien works and lives in Kontich. He studied at the University of Leuven 
and specialised in oral history and life during the wars. Besides being a writer Peter 
Serrien is a history teacher at St. Rita College in Kontich.   

 
The lecture is at the Erfgoedbibliotheek Hendrik Conscience, Antwerp on 24 Jan between 11-13:00. 
Tickets cost €5 and can be booked on the website http://www.infocultuur.be (tel: 03 338 95 85) 
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The Branch Christmas Lunch was held at the Basiliek Hotel in Edegem on Sunday 6 December. 

Well done to Martin and his team for a lovely time. The BATS “Andrews Sisters” were fantastic and 
treated us to a few Christmas and wartime numbers (the compere was a bit ropey though!). 

And of course the children, young and old, were all visited by Santa and his little helper. 

Well done to those of you who attended too – you raised €597 with the tombola – thank you. 

 

Christmas Lunch  

The girls gave us a medley of wartime favourites and 
Christmas songs. 

The compere introduces that famous hit “Paddy My 
Boy” – what a handsome chap! 

Good Elf to one and all for 2016! Although Bob looks 
more interested in his pressie than anything else! 

The President’s table – before they all put their 
hats on! 

The Old & the New: Our new Chaplain, Rev Brian 
Millson chats with our previous Secretary George Bell – 

love the tie George! 

The Entertainments Chairman makes sure 
everyone is happy – what’s with the lack of 

hats? 
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Have you paid your Membership?   
Do you wish to join the Branch?  Contact the 

Membership Secretary now.   
 

RBL Bank Account number is 220-0020212-72 
(BIC: GEBABEBB,  

IBAN: BE38 2200 0202 1272) 
Annual subscription: € 26. 

Donations towards our benevolent work are 
welcome. 

Our Branch Poppy Shop has been running for 
some years now.  We usually try to set up during 
the main lunches of the year.  We get our goods 
from The Royal British Legion Poppy Shop or from 
local sources.  You can visit the Poppy Shop at 
http://www.poppyshop.org.uk if you wish us to get 
you something, please let us know.  You will of 
course need to pay postage as well, so please 
bear that in mind.  Contact Steve Cook at: 
steveandsuzy@skynet.be. 
 
 
 

Poppy Shop 

TRBL Website 

Visit The Royal British Legion Website at 
http://www.britishlegion.org.uk 

For more information about who we are and what 
we do. There are also many interesting articles to 
read. For example, the recent football shirt auction 
that raised over £100,000 and Afghanistan tribute 
service at St Paul’s. There are also many more 
stories regarding the on-going First World War 
Centenary.  

Advertising rates  
 
1/8 page:  € 6.50 per issue  
1/4 page:  € 11 per issue  
1/2 page:   € 16.50 per issue  
Full page:   € 30 per issue  
 

Contact the Newsletter Editor for more 
information or to place an ad.  

Do you have an e-mail 
address? 

You will receive your Newsletter quicker by e-mail 
and will also receive any last minute notifications.  
Send your e-mail to the editor to get this newsletter 
by e-mail in the future and save TRBL both paper 
and postage costs. 

Have you attended a ceremony on 
behalf of the Branch?  Please feel 
free to submit items for inclusion in 
the newsletter, such as poems you 
particularly like, anecdotes, stories 
about TRBL Antwerp, comments or 

suggestions.  Send to  
sid-wilkins@hotmail.com 



 

 
9 

Newsletter: - January-February 2016 The Royal British Legion, Antwerp Branch 

LIER – Bruno Hazenbosch laid wreaths in Lier at the War Memorial and also in the Military 
Cemetery along with veteran, Jules Callaerts. The Military and The Legion have always had strong 
links with the town since the days when Emblem Camp was open nearby housing many British 
troops. The camp closed in 2006. 

In Pictures – Remembrance 2015 

HERENTALS – Albert Jones laid a wreath on 
behalf of The Legion at the town War 
Memorial. There was also a large British 
contingent based in Herentals and the camp 
closed in 1991. British troops still have the 
Freedom of The City of Herentals. 

WESTERLO - Bob Taylor lays a wreath on 
behalf of The Legion at the 550 Squadron 
RAF memorial in Westerlo. The memorial 
commemorates the crew of a Lancaster shot 
down on 21/22 May 1944. 5 of the crew are 
buried in Schoonselhof military cemetery, 2 of 
the crew were never found. 
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n Pictures – Remembrance 2015 - continued 

ANTWERP – Many members of the branch attend the Remembrance celebrations in Antwerp at 
both the Schoonselhof cemetery and then at the city Monument to the Fallen, War Memorial in the 
Stadspark. The traditional ceremonies took place at Schoonselhof at the Belgian, British and 
French memorials/cemeteries. Dozens of Antwerp secondary school students then ran from the 
cemetery to the city memorial with a torch of peace. The Burgemeester accepted the torch in the 

presence Resistance fighters, political prisoners, police 
and army representatives, as well as Antwerp province 
governor Cathy Berx and provincial commander Kolonel 
Paul Haccuria. 

Branch Chairman, Bob Chambers lays a 
wreath on behalf of TRBL at the city War 
Memorial. 

Suzanne Mastbroek makes sure everyone is 
suitably kitted out with a poppy. Well done 
Suus! 

The Antwerp Police Band performed at the War 
Memorial – complete with TRBL poppies. 

Antwerp’s burgemeester, Bart De Wever, 
addresses the crowd at the Monument to 
the Fallen. 
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President  
Bob Chambers  
Oude Beurs 33  
2000 Antwerpen  
bchambers29@msn.com 
 
Vice Chairman  
Rob Boyle  
Lodewijk Van Berckenlaan 192/6  
2140 Borgerhout  
03 295 89 03 (evenings)  
robert.boyle@telenet.be 
 
Hon. Secretary  
Valerie Mott 
Leiebos 31/172 
B-2170 Merksem, Belgium 
mott_valerie@yahoo.com 
 
 
Hon. Treasurer  
Frank Van Nunen  
Floris Primslei 22  
2150 Borsbeek  
03 324 66 85 (office hours only)  
frank@vannunen.be 
 
Membership Secretary  
Phil Shaw  
Ridder Dessainlaan 40  
2800 Mechelen  
0486 189 734  
philshaw@telenet.be 
 
Entertainment Committee  
Steve Cook 
Dambruggestraat 85 
2060 Antwerpen 
03 233 4251 
steveandsuzy@skynet.be 
 
 

 
 
Chairman 
Sid Wilkins 
Van Peborghlei 11  
2640 Mortsel  
sid-wilkins@hotmail.com 
 
Poppy Organiser  
Lynne Marinus  
Voetboogstraat 12 
2180 Ekeren 
0495 188 089 (after 18.00h) 
lynnemarinus@gmail.com 
 
Chairman Welfare Committee  
Mary Ann Marinus  
Oude Beurs 33  
2000 Antwerpen  
0468 259 792  
maryann.marinus@hotmail.com 
 
Chairman Entertainment Committee  
Martin Southam  
Klein Heiken 11  
2950 Kapellen  
martin.southam1@skynet.be 
 
 
Entertainment Committee  
Raf Kloeck  
Te Boelaarlei 103/bus 2  
2140 Borgerhout  
03 664 72 85 
 
 
Branch Chaplain 
Reverend Brian Millson 
The Mission To Seafarers 
Hoevensebaan 253 
2950 Kapellan 
03 294 59 22 
Brian.millson@mtsmail.org 
 

 

Committee Contacts 2016 

TRBL ANTWERP OPEN EVENING 
WHEN?  Every first Thursday of the month 

WHERE?  Café Highlander, Stadswaag 21, Antwerp  
Come along and say hello, we look forward to seeing you. 


