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Newsletter – December 2015 
John Copeland 
John was the first person I met in the Royal British Legion. It was in 1996 when I was 
looking to help with the Poppy Appeal. But the Legion in Stamford was invisible – no 
sign anywhere, no premises, no telephone. So I contacted the London HQ and they said 
they would get someone to ring me. Next morning the doorbell rang and there was 
John’s big beaming smile filling my doorway. He was the Poppy Appeal Organiser that 
year and lost no time in recruiting me into the Legion. 

John arguably was our greatest recruiting asset. He could charm the birds out of the tree. 
– ask any lady! He had a natural ability to get on with anyone, whatever their station.  
When he became Branch Chairman in 2008, he was very nervous about speaking in 
public but with a little technical advice and his natural flair for communicating with 
people, he was soon in his element. One day he would be joking and swopping dodgy 
stories with the ercs in the coffee shop at RAF Wittering, the next he would be rubbing 
shoulders with Wing Commanders and Group Captains at some official function. 

Whatever else, John could talk. Again when he first became Chairman, Committee 
meetings suddenly took twice as long. John could not stick to the agenda, frequently drifting off into yet another reminiscence 
or story. But several kicked shins later, he quickly learned and became a very effective Chairman, very much in control. 

In recent years, John symbolised every part of the Legion in Stamford. Under his 
chairmanship the Branch greatly extended its range of its activities. It was John who saw the 
full potential of the mobile display unit and, later, the Branch minibus in projecting the 
work of the Branch and Legion to the general public both in Stamford and in neighbouring 
towns and, especially, at weekend shows and fetes. He, with the help of Shaun Arthur, Mac 
McArd, Ray Beresford, Gordon Williams and others, spent many hours labouring literally 
to keep them both on the road. 

It was also John who battled to pioneer our welfare workshops first onto RAF Wittering and 
then onto St George’s and Kendrew Barracks. Other Branches have since begun to copy our 
example thereby bringing the Legion much more directly into contact with a major sector of 
our potential beneficiaries – today’s generation of Service personnel. 

In some 30 years with the Legion, John served as our Parade Marshal, Poppy Appeal 
Organiser, Standard Bearer for over 10 
years, Vice Chairman, and Chairman 
for 7 years. He also served at County 
level for many years.  John will leave a 
huge gap, not only in Legion activities 

and in our presence on local military bases, but in the affairs of Stamford 
as a whole. I never ceased to marvel at just how many people John knew 
in town and would exchange a greeting or a joke with.  That gap will be 
difficult to fill, if at all. But most of all will be the gap in my life. I have 
lost a very good friend. I know that so have you and very many other 
people too. Our sympathies go to Alison and Charles and other members 
of John’s family, and to Sandra. We will remember him.

 

                Branch Patron: Air Vice Marshal Peter Dodworth, CB, OBE, AFC, BSc, FRAeS, DL 

The Royal British Legion 
             Stamford Branch 

                                            Formed 7 June 1922 
Websites: http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/branches/stamford 

       http://www.facebook.com/RBLStamford                     
www.twitter.com/Stamford_RBL 

 

                Affiliated with     : 2 Squadron (Stamford Detachment), Lincolnshire Army Cadet Force, 2005 
            : 2071 (Stamford) Squadron, Air Training Corps, 2007 
                     Twinned with Isle of Bute Branch, Royal British Legion Scotland, 2009 
                          
                              Legion Contact Centre:  0808 8028080     

 

 
 

 

Fooling around at RAF Scampton 
in 2013 

With the Welfare Team at Kendrew Barracks in 2014 
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  Christmas Dinner 
If you have not already done so, please 
let Pauline Rimmington (239658) have 
your menu choices and payment as soon 
as possible. Dress code – black tie or 
equivalent. Sit down at 8.00pm. Please 
also bring lots of fabulous raffle prizes! 

 General Meeting 
Our guest speaker at our Branch General 
Meeting on 20 January will be an expert 
from Integrity Wills & Legal Services, 
Huntingdon on lasting powers of 
attorney, protection of assets from care 
home costs, and other matters dear to us! 
 

 War Memorial 
Members will be pleased to know that 
the crumbling stone work on the War 
Memorial has been beautifully repaired. 
Our thanks go to the Town Hall for this 
work. 

 Parking at Stamford 
Hospital 
For those unhappy about the proposal to 
charge for car parking at Stamford 
Hospital, individual objections may be 
lodged with the Chief Executive at 
stephen.graves@pdh-tr.nhs.uk. 
 

In brief… 

 
Remembrance 2015 

2015 saw several notable anniversaries – the centenary of Gallipoli and the Battle of 
Loos, and the 70th anniversaries of VE Day and VJ Day. Perhaps these struck a chord as 
the crowds turing out for our annual Remembrance events this year – the Inauguration of 
the Garden of Remembrance, Remembrance Sunday, and Armistice Day – were bigger 
than ever. The crowd on Remembrance Sunday was indeed so large that the Parade was 
forced from the pavement side of Broad Street on to the crown of the road. 

This year we were honoured on each occasion with the presence of the Town Mayor, Cllr 
Sue Sandall, and, on Remembrance Sunday, by AVM Peter Dodworth, our Branch 
Patron, senior military representatives, and Nick Boles MP. Stamford Brass again led an 
impressive Parade, of young and old, of veterans and serving members of RAF Wittering, 

and Cadet units, and members of the RBL Riders Branch, to the War Memorial where we were joined by the older generation 
of veterans. 

This year we were also joined at our events by Pat Lee, a piper, who played on the 
balcony of Browne’s Hospital before the Parade arrived and also during the laying of 
the wreaths. Finally, the Ex-Services Detachment led the march off, saluting the 
names inscribed on the War Memorial, to the warm applause of the watching throng. 

On Armistice Day we were also joined at the War 
Memorial by members of the Wildcats Theatre 
School sang O God, Our Help in Ages Past and 
children from Malcolm Sargent School and Wilds 
Lodge School who laid wreaths and a cross. 
Malcolm Sargent School also sang a sweet song about wearing the poppy. 

We would again like to thank our Branch Chaplains, the Rev Dr Donald Gray and Rev 
Eileen Bangay, for leading us in each of the above Services, Marian Freeman and Roy 
Prentice for decorating the War Memorial so beautifully, Roy again and Gordon Williams 
for marshalling the crowd and wreath bearers so efficiently, and everyone else who 
worked so hard and quietly behind the scenes to ensure the success of these events.. 

 
Poppy Appeal 2015/6 
Well done and thank you, everyone who helped with this year’s Poppy Appeal. 
It looks like being another very successful Appeal with a total of £44,020.02 
banked by 24 November. Of this sum, the three supermarkets contributed – 
Morrisons £10699.73; Waitrose £6956.07; Sainsbury £6286.85, £2680 collected 
by the Cadets and the MDU in the High Street, and £6000 by the Peterborough 
5 x 5 – all up on last year. We are still collecting in boxes from the High Street 
and elsewhere and also expect about another £1000 in Gift Aid from the 
Chancellor. This is all a tribute to the hard work and organisational skills of our 
PAO, Jim Jackson, and his team.  

They will of course want to thank all our volunteers who have worked so hard, 
so come along to our Poppy Appeal Party at 7.30pm on 2 December at 
Borderville where we can thank you all properly. Tony Goodwin, our County 
Chairman, and his wife Jan will also be there. Also please bring lots of cash for 
the auction of three 1 litre bottles of Grouse. 
 

COMING EVENTS 
Wed, 2 Dec       Poppy Appeal Party & Awards, Borderville Sports Centre 
Thurs, 3 Dec     Band of the Parachute Regiment, Stamford School 
Wed, 9 Dec       Branch Christmas Dinner, Crown Hotel    

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING        
1900 hrs, Wednesday, 16 December, Clare Close Community Room       

NEXT BRANCH SOCIALS      
2000 hrs, Wednesday, 9 December – the Christmas Dinner 

WELFARE WORKSHOPS 
RAF Wittering – Tuesday/Wednesday, 15/16 December 
There will be no welfare workshops in December at Kendrew 
Barracks or St George’s Barracks – They are all on their festive 
hols. 

                 Steve Bonde, Editor, 01780 757041 

 
Children of Malcolm Sargent School lay 
their wreaths – photo courtesy of Lee 
Hellwing 

 
‘We will remember them’ 

 
The Garden of Remembrance 
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