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Newsletter –January 2016 
Poppy Appeal Party 

Over 100 of us packed into the Borderville Sports Centre on 2 
December to celebrate and thank all our star Poppy Collectors for 
another successful Poppy Appeal, already exceeding £45,000 this 
year. We were also honoured with the presence of the County 
Chairman, Tony Goodwin and his wife Jan, Lt Col Steve Forman, 
O/C, 1 Military Working Dogs Regiment, and Maj. Steve Nichols of 
20 Works Group, RE (Air Support) and many of their colleagues who 
had supported the Poppy Appeal so well this year. 

After the Act of Remembrance Jim Jackson, PAO, ‘compered’ a very 
busy evening of the 
presentation, by Tony 
Goodwin, of  Legion 
badges and 
Certificates of thanks 

to all those who had helped the Poppy Appeal over 10, 15, 20 and even 35 
years.  The highlight was the award of a special Certificate to young Teagan 
Broughton who, although aged 10, already has 5 years’ service to the Poppy 
Appeal behind her, and to Cliff Shepherd who, aged 102, has had more time 
to help us! Lt Col Forman and Maj. Nichols then presented Branch 
Certificates of Appreciation to all those collectors and organisations who had 
each helped to raise over £100 for the Poppy Appeal this year. Finally there 
were special presentations to the Poppy Appeal by the Peterborough 5 x 5 
Challenge (£6000), Stamford Independent Travel (£118), Joanne Hinson 
(£222), and Laura Blowers (£298). 

Lt Col Forman then gave us a brief history of his Regiment since it 
was formed in 2010. The deployment of military dogs goes back to 
WWI and they now form part of every deployment by British Armed 
Forces. They currently have 320 dogs – Spaniels, Labradors, and 
especially Belgian Shepherds – which have two specific roles of 
protection and detection. They have saved countless lives during their 
service and, uniquely, do the job because they want to, unlike in 
some other Forces which employ more ‘persuasive’ training.  The 
only ‘persuasion;’ needed by British dogs is play and affection as a 
reward for a job well done. 

We ended a splendid evening with the raffle which raised £139, and 
the auction of three bottles of The Famous Grouse, left to us by the 
late Ray Banning, for a total of £86. In conclusion, Tony Goodwin 
thanked everyone for supporting the Poppy Appeal and for 

everything they do for the Legion. Stamford Branch, he said, set the standard for the way in which it works with the local 
community. We extend our thanks to Brian & Grace Marsden for the huge buffet which they organised and especially to Jim 
Jackson, who masterminded and ran the entire evening, and his team of Poppy Appeal helpers, without whom, none of this 
would have been possible. 

 

                Branch Patron: Air Vice Marshal Peter Dodworth, CB, OBE, AFC, BSc, FRAeS, DL 

The Royal British Legion 
             Stamford Branch 

                                            Formed 7 June 1922 
Websites: http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/branches/stamford 

       http://www.facebook.com/RBLStamford                     
www.twitter.com/Stamford_RBL 

 

                Affiliated with     : 2 Squadron (Stamford Detachment), Lincolnshire Army Cadet Force, 2005 
            : 2071 (Stamford) Squadron, Air Training Corps, 2007 
                     Twinned with Isle of Bute Branch, Royal British Legion Scotland, 2009 
                          
                              Legion Contact Centre:  0808 8028080     

 

 
 

A very crowded evening 

Presentation of special donations on the night.  

92 years difference – Teagan & Cliff 
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  Poppy Appeal 2015/6 
The latest total, as at 16 December, for 
our Poppy Appeal this year has risen to 
£45,144.49. Well done, everyone! 

 General Meeting 
Our guest speaker at our Branch General 
Meeting on 20 January will be an expert 
from Integrity Wills & Legal Services, 
Huntingdon on lasting powers of 
attorney, protection of assets from care 
home costs, and other matters dear to us! 

 Station Health Fair 
7 Regt RLC are running a Station Health 
Fair on 21 January 2016 in Kendrew 
Barracks. Our Welfare Team will be 
there to let members of the Regiment 
know what the Legion does and what we 
can offer to them. If anyone would like 
to join us, please give me a ring – 
757041. 

 Membership Subs 
A few of our members have still not yet 
paid their cash subscriptions to renew 
their Legion membership.  Some of 
them may be having difficulty using the 
PayPoint outlets or have other problems. 
Brian Savory, our Membership 
Secretary, has therefore kindly offered to 
help - if you can get your cash 
subscription (£17) to him. Please ring 
him on 755208 
 

 Joyce Burton Trophy 
The November issue reported that 
Georgina Tomlinson of Malcolm 
Sargent School had submitted the best 
entry in this year’s Joyce Burton Trophy 
competition. The theme in 2015 was the 
70th Anniversary of VJ Day and, on 30 
November, Ray Beresford, Branch 
Chairmanm, Clive Green, Branch Youth 
& Schools Member, and myself 
presented a Certificate to Georgina and 
the Trophy to the School.  

We want to extend the level of interest 
in this Trophy competition among our 
members and we invite them therefore to 
suggest what theme they would like us 
to use for the 2016 competition. As a 
guide, past themes have been the 
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee (2012), a 
Collage of the children’s faces (2013), 
and designs for a medal (2014). Ideally a 
theme ought to reflect somehow a 
child’s perspective of current or 
historical events, preferably with a 
Legion  link. Ideas please to Clive Green 
on 756289. 

In brief… 
 
Branch Christmas Dinner 

After all the glamour of recent 
Branch Christmas Dinners in 
nearby military Messes, the 
numbers of Branch members 
taking part in this event has now 
fallen back to the point where we 
can now hold it at a venue in 
Stamford again. So, this year just 
under forty of us sat down to a 
traditional festive dinner in the 

Crown Hotel on 9 December. We had no guest of honour this year but the 
Branch President had the honour of presenting our new Chairman, Ray 
Beresford, with his official ‘jewel’ of office. 
Many of us had brought a wide range of raffle prizes the proceeds of which 
were presented to the waiting staff as an 
appreciation of their services during the 
evening. Our member, Graham Cooke, 
has also presented us with an original 
water colour of ‘Teasles’ by him which 
we were able to auction, raising a 
terrific £50 pounds for Branch funds. 
Our usual thanks go to Roy and Marian 
for again organising the raffle so 
successfully,  
Organising a Branch Christmas Dinner 
is a delicate task, fraught with many 
hazards; our special thanks therefore go 
to Pauline Rimmington for taking on this difficult job this year. 
 
Branch Drop-On Information Centre 
Since 18 August Alan Patrick and Brian Marsden have been operating a Branch 
Drop-In Information Centre at the CAB in Stamford High Street. They have 
been there every Wednesday morning from 09.30 to 13.30 offering advice on all 
aspects of help, support and functionality provided by the RBL. This Stamford 
Centre is one of only 96 such facilities funded by RBL in conjunction with CAB 
and was chosen mainly because of the excellent welfare workshops which our  
small but dedicated Branch Welfare Team have conducted over many years at 
RAF Wittering, St. George's Barracks and Kendrew Barracks.  
We have to provide to our Area Office in Derby weekly statistics of visitors to 
our Drop-In Centre to justify their continuing support. Sadly, in the four months 
of operation the total number of members who have visited the Centre is a mere 
8. This is not enough; if we cannot show that there is a need for this facility, 
Derby will withdraw their support. Use it or lose it! 
The next opening morning is Wednesday, 6 January and your foot in the door 
would help to keep this venture operating. 
 

COMING EVENTS 
Wed, 21 Jan      7 Regt, RLC Station Health Fair, Kendrew Barracks  

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING        
1900 hrs, Wednesday, 13 January, Clare Close Community Room       

NEXT BRANCH SOCIALS      
2000 hrs, Wednesday, 20 January – Talk on Integrity Wills and legal services. 

WELFARE WORKSHOPS 
RAF Wittering – Tuesday/Wednesday, 19/20 January 
Kendrew Barracks – Tuesday/Wednesday, 26/27 January 
St George’s Barracks – Thursday, 28 January 
 
May I wish all our members a Happy and Healthy 2016 and 
hope to see many more of you at our various activities 
during the year. 

                 Steve Bonde, Editor, 01780 757041 

Presentation of the Chairman’s ‘jewel’ 
of office 

 


