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 I have to report that the Branch has had a good year, however, 6 members have passed away.
Bob Trafford died December 2014, Joe Roberts January 2015, Donald Scott February 2015,
Eddie Robins February 2015, Jim Shaw July 2015, Reg Woodward Aug 2015. 

Bob Trafford had been a member for many years and often attended our meetings until the
last few years as he became infirm.  Joe Roberts was a regular member and always attended
our  meetings.  He and his  wife  Marian also  attended the Poppy Appeal  Concerts  and any
outings that the branch ran. Joe is a particular loss to me personally as he was a very good
friend.  He  along  with  Derek  Knott,  Reg  Collings  and  myself  were  also  members  of  the
Gloucestershire Guards Association. He was also a member of the Aden Veterans Association. 

 Winchcombe branch was always proud of the fact we had three D-Day veterans as members,
unfortunately, including in the list of deaths this year were two of them, Donald Scott, and
Jim Shaw. Donald Scott served with distinction in the Royal Navy in the Second World War.
Donald was on one of the first ships with radar, which made him a target for the German Air
Force it had two ships sunk under him, one that was in a Norwegian Fiord. He saw action at
Dieppe and at D/Day and later commanded his own ship.  

Jim Shaw was at D-Day +1 he was a regular member and supporter of the branch we all know
how he used to stand outside the Town Hall on those few days before Remembrance Sunday
in all weathers with his poppy tin. Over the years he collected copious amounts of money for
the Poppy appeal. He really was a great supporter of the branch. I was pleased that he along
with Bill Parker laid the D/Day wreath last year. Eddie Robbins was also a regular member of
the branch on the Committee for many years. At one time he held the post of branch chairman
before Major Tom Hancock. Finally Reg Woodward was Secretary of Cheltenham Town FC for
many years and an excellent referee. He never attended any meetings he was ex RAF and
always paid his subscriptions.  I  am pleased to say that  our remaining D/Day veteran Bill
Parker is in good form and will be with us again this year.

New Members
We have had four new members Mr & Mrs Passent, Lt Commander Rory McEwen and Reg
White.

Welfare 
I escorted Robin Reckitt and his wife Joan to Somerset House the RBL Home in Weston-
Super-Mare for a week’s holiday and respite; Reg Collings kindly brought them back home.
Whilst there I took advantage to have a look at the home and was very impressed. I hope next
year we can organise a branch outing to Weston, which would include a tour of  Somerset
House.

Remembrance Service & Parade & 11.11.11.
The Remembrance Service and Parade went well.  There was an excellent  turnout and the
weather was good. The Beavers and Brownies seemed happy in the new position and their
colour parties marched well under supervision of the Scout Master Mr Maher. My thanks go
to our Chaplain Right Rev Peter Firth, The Rector of St Peters The Rev John Partington and
the other clergy for conducting the Service. John Murphy, the Club Chairman for ensuring the
club  was  ready.  Sixty-Five  people  were  in  attendance  at  our  reception  including  the
Tewkesbury Borough Mayor. Unfortunately our French members were unable to travel over
but kindly sent a 100 euros donation for the branch funds.
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Once again Pates Grammar School CCF turned out three detachments of Cadets. My thanks
go to Lt/Col Nigel  Woodall,  their  Commanding Officer  and a Cadet  from Pates Grammar
School for reading a lesson. It was Nigel Woodall last Parade before handing over to the new
CO Squadron Leader Cameron Mackay. I duly wrote to Nigel on behalf of the branch and
thanked for his years of service with Pates CCF. I have also received contact details from the
new CO and a reassurance that they will be parading this year.

Duncan  Westerman  once  again  kindly  laid  two  RBL wreaths  at  the French  Ceremony  in
Cherbourg. 

We had a good turnout of members and others at the Town Hall for 11.11.11. The Rev John
Stevenson led the prayers and silence.

Lent Lunch
Rosemary Hancock once again organised another successful Lent Lunch, which a record £511
was raised for the Poppy Appeal, My thanks go to Rosemary and her helpers, as well as Vice
Chairman John Markwick and his wife Sheila for organising the raffle.

Poppy Appeal
Once again the Poppy Appeal Concert was a success, we went back to our old format with the
Winchcombe Concert  Brass  and choir,  one of  the highlights  was  the participation  of  two
pupils from Winchcombe School playing the piano. Ticket sales were down on other years;
Squadron leader Richard Lane was unfortunately absent for personal reasons and was very
much missed. I'm pleased to say that he is back with us for the concert is year.  

Mandy Clements-Hunt  our Poppy Appeal  Organiser  managed to  secure  sponsorship  from
Bloor Homes, this covered the cost of the band and printing of the tickets. Once again she has
been busy securing sponsorship of £500 for this years concert from Willans Solicitors. 

We were all in a state of shock when Mandy unfortunately took ill during the Poppy Appeal
collecting, a special thanks got to Major Tom and Rosemary Hancock for stepping and helping
with the extra work that was required, also Reg Collings along with myself working hard to
take on extra work. We were all relieved when Mandy recovered and was back in good health
Her assistant Jane Wain resigned and Sarah Yetman has now taken her place.

Another  remarkable  achievement  by  Mandy  was  persuading  a  company  called  ‘Travellers
Finds’ to donate £4000 to our Poppy appeal. This company makes ceramic poppies and gives
a donation from every poppy sold to the Royal British Legion. With Mandy’s hard work and
diligence  the  Poppy  Appeal  at  the  time  of  this  report  stands  at  £12,400  a  remarkable
achievement. I sincerely thank you Mandy for the work that you are doing, you really are an
inspiration to us all.

General
 I accompanied by Reg Collings and Mandy Clements–Hunt attended the County Conference
in January where I was the delegate. I presented one of our excellent books on Remembrance
and the Great War to the County Office for their archives. This gave me an opportunity to talk
to Conference about the Winchcombe Branch and our achievements.

Early in the year Phil Meakin a former bandmaster at Pates approached me and floated the
idea that it may be possible to get Ex Pates band members to supplement Pates CCF band to
enable us to have better quality music whilst marching on Remembrance Sunday. I was happy
about this providing that Pates CCF were in favour. Unfortunately with one thing and another
this is still ongoing.

Phil also offered to teach drum playing to pupils at Winchcombe Senior School, we both went
to see the Head Teacher who seemed very happy about this and gave us a conducted tour
around the Music Centre. Dates were arranged but it was found that the pupils showed no
interest and the School have now dropped the idea. I thank Phil for his offer and his hard
work in trying to get it established. 
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Maurice Fletcher our Standard bearer for the last 27 years has reluctantly decided to retire
after the Remembrance Parade, so this year will be his last one. I thank Maurice for his work.
He has carried our Standard with distinction and we were always very proud of him. He has
attended many funerals over the years. A big well done and thank you Maurice, Russell Parker
has agreed to carry our Standard in 2016 and will escorting Maurice at the Remembrance
Parade this year. 

Social 
We had an excellent attendance for our Branch Christmas Lunch at the Corner Cupboard Inn.
Once again the food and the service were excellent and was enjoyed by all. 

I would like to thank our President Major Tom Hancock for his support throughout the year
and the excellent way he commanded the Remembrance Parade.

I thank my vice-chairman John Markwick who is always on hand with sound advice and help
when needed. Squadron leader Richard Lane our fundraiser with his help and support. 

Our treasurer Michael Paish, who works diligently and tirelessly to keep our accounts in good
order whilst having to adapt to the various changes in accounting sent from Head Office. A big
thank you Michael.

As many of you know the last two years have very difficult for me. I had to watch my dear wife
Diane slowly succumb to illness in mind and body culminating her death on the 29 th June. I
received over a 100 letters and cards. I thank you all for your support in attending her funeral.
Diane accompanied me to all branch events. The Poppy concert this year will be particularly
difficult for me without her being present as well Remembrance Sunday. 

My special thanks go to Derek Knott for arranging the Grenadier Guards guard of honour at
her funeral. But most of all I thank Reg Collings our Hon Secretary who stepped in handled
the branch affairs whilst I was pre occupied with the turn of events and that of my family.

I am very proud to be Chairman of such a fine branch.  I  thank all the members for their
support.

John M Welch
Chairman & Parade Marshal
Winchcombe Branch, The Royal British Legion 


