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TThhee  KKnnoott  UUnniitteess  

North Staffordshire RBL 

 
 

Registered Charity No 219279. 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

 

I hope you all enjoyed your Christmas’ and are 

beginning the New Year happily, at least. 

 

Back here in the Stafford Office it is catch-up 

time.  One of the first things I shall be catching 

up with is those branches that have yet to 

provide their branch accounts or an MS1. 

 

Of the branches that have sent Branch accounts 

many are omitting to send bank statements for 

each bank account, and an ADI for each 

account. 

 

This and much else are in the guide for branches 

to fill in and submit year end accounts. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Alan Preece 
County Secretary 

Armed Forces engagement at the British 

Military Tournament 

The Legion stand at the British Military 

Tournament (BMT), on 2-4 December in Earl's 

Court, London, was seen by up to 50,000 visitors 

to the UK's largest military display. 

 

Officially opened by HM The Queen, the BMT 

highlights the skills and precision of the British 

Armed Forces and shows appreciation for our 

Servicemen and women.  

This year the BMT was sponsored by ABF the 

Soldiers' Charity in association with The Royal 

Navy & Royal Marines Charity and The Royal 

Air Force Benevolent Fund (RAFBF). The Arms 

and Services recruiting teams were also present 

at the event.  

 

Head of Membership Bob Gamble said: “The 

British Military Tournament was a big 

success for the Legion both in terms of 

Armed Forces Engagement and in raising our 

profile amongst the communities from which 

we gain most of our support.”  

  

 Our Legion stand was run jointly by 

Membership and Welfare staff. It sold a 

range of Poppy Shop merchandise and 

donation items that not only acted as an 

incentive to visit the stand but also increased 

Legion brand awareness. 

  
The stand was positioned in a visible location 

of the venue and it conveyed a clear welfare 

message to our potential beneficiaries 

demonstrating the work we carry out and 

reinforcing our slogan ‘Shoulder to shoulder 

with all who serve’. 

  

Membership and Welfare staff co-ordinated 

their efforts to raise the Legion’s standing by 

discussing a range of topical welfare and 

membership issues with the public and 

spreading this information through the 

distribution of leaflets. 

 

Bob said: “The flow of those attending 

through the stand area undoubtedly proved 

the value of the Legion participating in the 

event and furthermore suggests that, with 

planning, even greater value to the corporate 

profile could be achieved in future.” 

 

 
 

Ann Pemberton and Janusz Kocerba from 

Welfare taking a turn on the Legion stand 
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Scenes 

 

Research centre to combat devastating 

effects of roadside bombs 

 

Gaining a better understanding of the injuries 

caused by roadside bombs and improving both 

treatment and the means of protection are key 

aims of a new £8 million research centre 

launched today (7 December 2011). Designing 

‘intelligent’ combat boots to deflect the impact 

of a roadside bomb, and diagnosing damage 

more quickly in the injured to reduce future 

medical problems, are two potential benefits.  

  

The Royal British Legion Centre for Blast 

Injury Studies at Imperial College London is 

the first collaboration of its kind in the UK, 

where civilian engineers and scientists will 

work alongside military doctors, supported by 

charitable funding, to reduce the effects of 

roadside bombs or Improvised Explosive 

Devices (IEDs) - the leading cause of death and 

injury for Service personnel on operations in 

Afghanistan and Iraq. The goals of the new 

Centre are to increase understanding about blast 

injury patterns, improve treatments and 

recovery and develop better ways of protecting 

those serving in current and future conflicts - 

thus reducing the long-term impacts of such 

injuries on individuals, their families and the 

community.  

  

The Legion is providing £5 million to establish 

the Centre.  Imperial College London will lead 

on the scientific research, which builds on the 

work already carried out by the Imperial Blast 

research group at the College.  

  

Admiral the Lord Boyce, the former Chief of 

the Defence Staff who also conducted a review 

into the Armed Forces Compensation Scheme 

which resulted in significant improvements to 

the scheme, is to chair the Centre’s Advisory 

Board. 

  

The Legion will also participate in the strategic 

direction of the Centre.  The Centre’s work will 

complement the Legion’s existing range of 

support for wounded, injured and sick serving 

men and women of current conflicts, as well as 

for ex-serving personnel and their families. 

 

Chris Simpkins, the Legion's Director 

General, explained our involvement:   

 

 “The Centre for Blast Injury Studies aims to 

improve treatment and recovery for those 

injured serving their country, as well as to 

reduce the number and extent of blast injuries 

in the first place.   Enhancing the quality of life 

for the injured, potentially reducing their long-

term disability and dependency, while 

protecting our Service men and women better 

in the future, is of major importance. 

  

“It chimes perfectly with the support the 

Legion gives to the whole serving community 

and we are therefore very proud to be 

supporting Imperial’s pioneering and world-

class work in this field. We are making a long-

term investment in the welfare of all who 

serve.”  

  

Professor Anthony Bull, from the Department 

of Bioengineering at Imperial College London 

and Director of the new Centre, adds:  

  

“Previously, servicemen and women who were 

wounded from blasts would have died from 

their injuries, and now military protection, 

medical science and practice has improved 

greatly so that there is a greater prospect of 

survival. We now need to assess the effects of 

blasts on these survivors. We urgently need to 

know more, so that we can protect and treat 

people more effectively. This Centre can make 

a real difference to the survival and quality of 

life of those serving in conflicts.” 
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   Aron Shelton, 27, formerly of  2nd Battalion, 

The Mercian Regiment had his leg amputated 

in 2008 following an incident in Afghanistan 

in 2007 when the vehicle he was travelling in 

hit a roadside bomb.  He has been advised 

that he’ll most probably have to have his 

other leg amputated in the near future. 

 Mr Shelton said: “The blast that took my leg 

took my mate’s life.  If this research can save 

lives and limbs in the future then it can only 

be a good thing.  This is why I support the 

Legion and the Poppy Appeal - donations go 

directly into funding projects like this.”    

  

Surgeon Vice-Admiral Philip Raffaelli, 

Surgeon General at the Ministry of Defence 

(MOD), concludes: 

  

“I am delighted to support this initiative, 

which will enable the Imperial Blast group to 

continue its valuable work, complementing 

and enhancing existing research being 

undertaken by the Defence Science and 

Technology Laboratory and the Defence 

Medical Services. MOD has supported the 

work of the Imperial Blast group since 2009, 

but this new centre will enable it to focus on 

new and innovative areas of blast research. 

Military clinicians will contribute their 

unique knowledge and experiences of combat 

injuries, enabling the research to focus on 

areas of most value to military personnel.”   

  

The researchers at the Centre will experiment 

with different materials to protect people 

better and new methods to deflect blast 

impact and change the pattern and severity of 

injuries. For example, researchers aim to 

work on an intelligent combat boot that is 

insulated with putty to absorb and then 

deflect the impact of an anti-vehicle mine 

blast. The boot will be designed by 

researchers to transfer the blast energy away 

from the hind foot, which if damaged can 

often lead to amputation, towards the shin 

bone which can be more easily reconstructed. 

It is expected that a prototype boot will be 

ready in late 2012. 

Apart from causing severe damage to extremities, 

shockwaves from IED blasts can also cause system-

wide internal trauma to the body that can damage 

whole organs as well as disrupting cellular and 

molecular processes. These injuries may not show 

for days, making it difficult for medical teams 

initially to detect and gauge the severity of blast 

trauma, at the time it is most needed. 
 

Understanding how blasts affect the body internally 

in more detail could lead to new therapies and 

better outcomes for patients. 

  

For example, the researchers at the Centre hope to 

develop a test that can detect at the molecular level 

the early onset of Blast Lung - the most common 

cause of death among people who initially survive 

an explosion. The symptoms, which may not show 

up for days, include severe bruising, bleeding, 

swelling and damage to blood vessels in the lung, 

and impair the ability of the lungs to deliver oxygen 

to organs and remove carbon dioxide from the 

body. Diagnosing Blast Lung in patients during the 

initial assessment could avoid complications 

common with this injury such as fluid build up in 

the lung, improving the chances of survival for 

patients.  
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Diary of Events 
 

County Conference – Sunday 15 January 2012 

Annual Conference – Sat/Sun 19/20 May 2012 

Standard Bearer Training 

The Polish Club, Stafford. 

 

January      18 2012 

February    15 2012 

March        21 2012 

April          18 2012 

May          23   2012 

June          20   2012 

July           18   2012 

August       15 2012 

September 19   2012 

October      17 2012 

November   21 2012 

December   19 2012  

Poppy Shop  

Using our Poppy Shop is easy.  Just browse 

our online store and make your purchases.  

You will be asked to register so return 

shopping is even quicker - just login and 

make your purchases.  Buying from the 

Poppy Shop provides funding for The Royal 

British Legion to continue their work helping 

the Armed Forces family. 

www.poppyshop.org.uk  0300 123 9110 
 
Contact Details:  

AT Preece 

County Secretary 

North Staffordshire 

The Royal British Legion 

Haig House  

Ferranti Court 

Stafford Technology Park 

Stafford 

ST18 0LQ 

 

Telephone: 01785 226526 

Legion Mobile: 07900 058 650 

E-mail: apreece@britishlegion.org.uk 

 Free to a Good Home! 
Thanks to the generosity of a generous 

benefactor the County Office is now the 

proud possessor of new Ring Binder, which 

was particularly useful as the Conference 

Committee produced the Delegate Booklet’s 

for the County Conference this month. 

 

This now means we have a surplus Ring 

Binder, which is perfectly suitable for every 

day use. 

 

Rather than discard it to make space in an 

already crowded office I would like to offer 

the old Ring Binder to any branch that feels 

they might make use of it. 

 

Any takers contact me at the County Office, 

 

Alan Preece 

Staffordshire 

County Manager Retires 

 

This is something I perhaps should 

have mentioned earlier, and that is the 

retirement of Peter Smith as County 

Manager.  In the short term Doreen 

Rowlands will act as the County 

Manager, and Christine Looker will 

act as the County Welfare Officer.  

I’m sure that all of you that know 

Peter will wish him a long and happy 

retirement in Leek. 

 

http://www.poppyshop.org.uk/
mailto:apreece@britishlegion.org.uk

