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Newsletter – August 2015 
VJ Day 
A Service of Thanksgiving will take place at the Stamford 
War Memorial in Broad Street on Sunday, 16 August 
2015. It will commemorate the surrender of Japan and the 
end of World War II, and pay tribute to all those who 
served in the UK Armed Forces in the Far East, including 
members of the famous 14th Army in Burma, prisoners of 
War and civilian internees. We are commemorating this 
day, rather than VE Day, as our local Regiment, the 
Royal Lincolnshire Regiment, saw more action in the Far 
East than they did in Europe during WWII. 

The Service will be similar to the Service of 
Remembrance in November, but the Exhortation will be 
omitted to emphasise the Kohima; this will be be the 
climax of the Service to reflect its origins in the Second 
World War against Japan in the Far East.  The Service will start at 10.55am to give enough time for the Introductory Prayer 
and The Last Post before the Two Minute Silence starts at 11.00am. Cllr Susan Sandall, the Town Mayor and ‘First Citizen’ 
of Stamford, and her Consort, Cllr Robert Sandall, have kindly agreed to join us and she will lay a wreath on behalf of all of 
us during the Service. Other Town Councillors and Town Hall members have also been invited to attend. 

Everyone, Legion Members or otherwise, are asked to come along and to show our respect and thanks to all those in the 
‘Forgotten’ Army and other Services who fought and suffered in the struggle against Japan in the Second World War. 
 
Amber Stokes 

Amber Stokes, 
who  
administers  
our Branch 
website and 
social pages, 
has moved to 
London in a 
new job. I had 
the pleasure of 
meeting her 
there on 11 
June when I 
took the 

opportunity of presenting her with a Branch Certificate of 
Appreciation for all her excellent work in fundraising and 
developing the Branch social communications facilities from 
August 2011 to this year. She was much moved by our gesture and 
sends her thanks and regards to all our members. 
 

 

                Branch Patron: Air Vice Marshal Peter Dodworth, CB, OBE, AFC, BSc, FRAeS, DL 

The Royal British Legion 
             Stamford Branch 

                                            Formed 7 June 1922 
Websites: http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/branches/stamford 

       http://www.facebook.com/RBLStamford                     
www.twitter.com/Stamford_RBL 

 

                Affiliated with     : 2 Squadron (Stamford Detachment), Lincolnshire Army Cadet Force, 2005 
            : 2071 (Stamford) Squadron, Air Training Corps, 2007 
                     Twinned with Isle of Bute Branch, Royal British Legion Scotland, 2009 
                          
                              Legion Contact Centre:  0808 8028080     

 

 
 

 

 

Royal British Legion Drop-In 
Centre, Stamford 
The Legion Magazine has set out many quite radical 
changes to the Legion over the last four years, 
particularly the closure of all County Offices and the 
introduction of 16 Area Offices across the country 
Each Area Office has formed an Outreach Project to 
provide Drop In Centres, in total some 98, and our 
Stamford Branch has been selected to set up and staff 
an RBL information room at the Citizens Advice 
Bureau in the High Street. We shall be there every 
Wednesday morning from 09.30 until 13.30, starting 
on 12 August.  
A few volunteers have already offered to help but 
more will be needed as this project progresses. So 
please step forward and place your details or ask for 
more information from Alan Patrick, the co-
coordinator, on 01780 754347 or e-mail: 
alanpatrick338@btinternet.com. 
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 Poppy Appeal Awards 
Peter Wharam has compiled his record 
of who has helped, and how many times, 
with our Poppy Appeal over the past 
twenty or so years. But he is by no 
means confident that he has recorded 
everyone concerned or got their entries 
right. He has asked therefore that if 
anyone is not sure that he has their 
contributions correct to ring him on 
01780 753735 to ensure that they get the 
correct award. The awards will be 
presented after the next Poppy Appeal in 
November. 
 

 Looking Ahead to the 
AGM in October. 
Please can we appeal to you all to think 
ahead to our next AGM in October. In 
recent years competition for election to 
the various committee roles has been 
notable by its absence. Indeed the last 
contest for election was in 2009! 
Could we therefore invite all members, 
especially those who have joined 
recently and are perhaps less well-
endowed with years than some of us, to 
come forward with their ideas, 
nominations, motions and other 
suggestions to make our AGM this year 
a real boost to our Branch activities.  
 

.. Branch outing - update 
The saga of registering our new minibus 
is almost over. I understand that the 
paperchase,is now complete, with just a 
couple of regulatory bits-and-bobs to go. 
It has already been ‘logo’-ed as a Legion 
vehicle and, we hope, we should be able 
to undertake promised coach outing very 
soon. Meanwhile do ring Pat Savory 
(01780 755208) to register your interest 
and for the latest position. 
 

 Somme Centenary 2016  
The UK Government will hold a ballot 
for tickets to attend next 
year's commemorations in France 
marking the 100th anniversary of the 
Battle of the Somme. The event, 
organised jointly with France's Mission 
Centenaire, will take place at the 
Thiepval Memorial on 1 July 2016. 
The public ballot will be launched on 28 
September 2015. People will be able to 
enter online through a dedicated website, 
http://somme2016.org/. You can also 
register now for updates - but this will 
not enter you for the ballot.  

In brief… 
 

Festival of Remembrance 2015, RAF Cranwell 
The County’s annual Festival of Remembrance will take place again this 
year at Whittle Hall, RAF Cranwell on Sunday, 1 November, starting at 
2.30pm.  Please note that Members should not arrive before 1.30pm and that 
they should be seated by 2.15pm. There is limited wheelchair access. 
This is always both a wonderful and moving event. However, few members 
went to this event last year, so we have applied this year for just six tickets, at 
£5 each; these are all allocated. If anyone else would like to go,  please contact 
Pat Savory on 01780 755208.  

 

 

 
 
Cycling Sportive update 

The Peterborough 5x5 Challenge 
group, which raised £5000 for the 
Stamford Poppy Appeal with a 
Family Fun Run last November 
hope to have raised between 
another £2000 and £3000 or even 
more.  
A big thank you goes to Terry 
Murphy and his colleagues for the 
organisation of the Market Deeping 
Sportive on 12 July. 165 cyclists  

started out from Bourne Grammar School to take in Stamford, Oundle, 
Kimbolton, Sawtry, Wansford, and the Bythams, riding up to 100 miles in aid of 
the Poppy Appeal 
By the time all the riders had returned to Bourne they had travelled a total of 
11850 miles. This included an enthusiastic rider who drove down from Sheffield 
and started his 100 mile route just after 09.09 and returned at 16.00, still full of 
enthusiasm, looking forward to his cup of tea and slice of cake before returning 
home. 
Supporting them at the four feed stations were a team of 18 volunteers, plus 4 
mobile teams. At the finish each rider was offered a hot drink, homemade cakes 
and savouries by a team of ladies. Also on hand were Stamford RBL members, 
Peter, Jimmy, Glen and Ian, who helped at the start and counted them all back in 
at the finish.  
This event couldn't have taken 
place without the support of 
Bourne Grammar School, 
volunteers and Marshals. Terry has 
said that the funds raised will be 
added to the next planned event 
which is a running race from Top 
Lodge near Stamford on 
Remembrance Sunday on 8 
November. 

COMING EVENTS 
Sun, 16 Aug VJ Day, Service of Thanksgiving, Stamford War Memorial 
Sun, 20 Sept Battle of Britain Service & Parade 

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING        
1900 hrs, Wednesday, 12 August, Clare Close Community Room       

NEXT BRANCH SOCIALS      
There will be no Branch Social during August – we are all on our hols!  

WELFARE WORKSHOPS 
There will be no Welfare Workshops at the military bases during 
August – they are all on their hols! 

Steve Bonde, Editor 
01780 757041 

http://somme2016.org/

