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Newsletter – MARCH 2012 
 
 
New members meeting 
Well attended meeting. 15 members who had joined in recent months received welcome info packs from Derek Gladman 
They included our first youth member, Ashley McNeill grandson of Hugh McNeill. A further 12 had been invited but were 
unable to attend. John expressed his pleasure at the high number of younger recruits and hoped they would get involved. 
Guest speaker Jo Ticehurst, County Fund Raising Co-ordinator, had to cry off at short notice. The buffet had been funded by 

Joyce Burton on her 88th birthday as a thank-you to members for their friendship 
over many years. Joyce gave a spirited rendition of 'My Way' and received a 
bouquet and card from John on behalf of the 
branch. Roy and Marion's raffle raised £100. 

 

 

 

 

  

Bangers and Mash! 
Mon April 23 St George's Day  Sausage and Mash at Ketton Sports Club at 1pm cost £8.  Sausage, Mash, peas 
Yorkshire pudd and gravy followed by a sweet.  Please contact Bill on 766697 if you are attending. Last date to 
book a place is 13 April. limited places, first come,  first served.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Sybil Statham 
We regret to report the death of our colleague, Sybil Statham. Sybil had had increasing 
diff iculty breathing recently and was taken into hospital where she passed away in her 
sleep in the early morning of Monday, 13 February. 
Sybil came from a Service background. Her father had served in the Royal Navy, she 
herself served in the WAAFs, and she met her husband, Gerry, at RAF Cranwell.  They 
then lived at various RAF stations throughout the country and Germany until he retired 
in the 1960s.  They lived in Welton for many years from where Sybil would create 
havoc in the Lincoln traffic in her Mini as she work tirelessly for local welfare groups. 
She moved to Stamford in 1998 and enjoyed a wide circle of friends. She was 
vivacious, spirited, opinionated, kind, and generous and will be sorely missed. We 
extend our deep sympathies to her two sons and wider family. We will remember her. 
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A day trip to visit The Poppy Factory in Richmond Surrey. And Hampton Court Gardens.  

Mon 9th July. 

The coach will depart From the Danish Invader at 9.00am.ETA at Factory 12noon with Lunch 12.15 to 1.15pm. Tour will 
start 1.30pm and take 2 hours. Tea & Biscuits are included in tour. Suggest we depart for home 4.15pm.Fare will be £17 per 
head this includes a tip for the driver but the restaurant meal will be extra. The coach takes 53 people,  however we are 
limited to 40 persons to tour the factory. So it must be first come first served .Those not going to the factory will be taken to 
Hampton Court Gardens for the afternoon .There is a restaurant at Hampton Court.  

 You are asked to pay on booking and there will be no refunds, unless you get somebody to take your place.To book please 
contact Mrs Beryl  Ingham  on  01780755207 

The lunch at the Poppy Factory is not mandatory and you are welcome to bring your own picnic. However, if you want to 
make a booking for your midday meal please contact   Mr Roy Prentice on 01780751730. 

Menu options ( two course meal at £8.75 a head.) 

Menu  A  Cottage pie with vegetables of the day.     Menu  B  ( Fish & Chips 25 portions max) 

Menu  C  (Vegetable  Hot  Pot with herb dumplings & peas) 

All the above dishes come with homemade sweet of the day. 

Light lunch.  Soup of the day served with a crusty baguette & Homemade sweet of the day 

Branch Governance 
Many new Members have joined the Branch in the last couple of years and may not be aware of how we govern our Branch 
and what roles are open to them in that governance. Our Royal Charter states that every Branch must hold regular meetings to 
carry out all Legion business. Every Branch must also have a Committee whose duty is to promote actively the objects of the 
Branch within its geographical area.  
Until 2006 the Committee used to meet each month and then a General Meeting of Members would also meet formally each 
month to consider the same issues and agree what action, if any, to take. Such business began to take up the entire evenings of 
the General Meetings and it was agreed that it would be much more efficient, and free up the General Meetings for more 
social activities, if the routine, humdrum business were all dealt with just in Committee. Any business of special interest or 
essential importance or involving major expenditure would be referred to General Meeting for formal consideration and 
decision. Hence the vote we held last autumn in General Meeting asking for Members’ approval in principle to buy our 
Branch minibus. Members also always have the right to hold the Committee to account at any monthly or Extraordinary 
General Meeting and, of course, must hold its Annual General Meeting each October or November. 
It was important however also to maintain full openness and democracy in handling Branch business in Committee. Minutes 
of such meetings are therefore available to any Member on request and this newsletter also reports fully on the various issues 
under consideration. More importantly all Branch Members are not merely welcome but are encouraged to attend and take an 
active part in Committee discussions. We want Members to take a positive interest in and, we hope, to contribute actively to 
Branch affairs   -Steve Bonde 

            
 
 
 
  INCIDENTS OF CASH BEING OBTAINED  
  THROUGH LEGION SOURCES BY DECEPTION 
  There have been recent incidences of a conman obtaining legion 
funds by deception. He sometimes approaches individual members, 
so be aware. No monies should be handed over, however  urgent the 
circumstance or small the amount of money. 

 
 
 
 

 

Conversation on overheard on the VHF Guard 
(emergency) frequency 121.5 MHz while flying 
from Europe to Dubai ..  
Iranian Air Defence Site:   'Unknown aircraft you 
are in Iranian airspace. Identify yourself.'   
Aircraft:   'This is a British aircraft. I am in Iraqi 
airspace.'   
Air Defence Site:   'You are in Iranian airspace. If 
you do not depart our airspace we will launch 
interceptor aircraft!'    
Aircraft:   'This is a Royal Air Force GR4 Tornado 
fighter. Send 'em up, I'll wait!'    
Air Defence Site:   ( .... total silence)   
 
I love the RAF 
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Parcels for the Troops 

Laura English is doing a great job with the parcels for the troops. Her 
husbands Rich’s chief, Mark Burrell, has sent us these pictures of the 
lads opening their parcels. She will be packing again at the end of 
March and is now accepting donations. The Mercury will also have a collection 
point. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Twitter report from Amber 
We are really entering the digital age now! Amber has set up a website, facebook and now a twitter account, and she has 
plans for various DVD’s of legion activities to go on the website and also for projects to do with young people. 
Here is her report so far….. 
 
First of all, a little Twitter update - I'm actually really pleased with the progress we've made with the Twitter account - we've 
now got nearly 90 followers, which is not bad going for a branch in a little market town, ranging from Pen & Sword Books 
(which offer, I personally think, some of the best books out there on War and history!), Stamford Mercury, Stamford Air 
Cadets, the College and Stamford Striders, just to name a few! 
 
Why not take a look and familiarise yourself?! www.twitter.com/Stamford_RBL 
 
Second of all, we've had some great interactions on Twitter with people locally, declaring their support of what we do. 
Wildcats, the performing arts group for youngsters, is one of them, as they pointed out, many of the kiddies' parents are in the 
forces. I mentioned that we are putting more effort into building a young appeal and also recruiting more young people for 
support, and they have said that they know a lot of young people that would love to get involved in some way - and to just get 
in touch. 
I personally think it's a fantastic idea to get their support somehow, whether it's asking them to put on a performance, or even 
just getting a couple of the kids to help us for an hour on the MDU or something. It'd be great to get everyone's thoughts on 
this! 
Are there any events in Stamford coming up where we're going to be setting up the MDU or perhaps someone can think of 
something really new and interesting so that we can use their support and really grab everyone's attention? I think it's about 

time we push the boat out a little - it is our 90th Anniversary after all  
- Amber Stokes 
. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
One Liners 
 
For Sale: Parachute. Only used once, never opened, small stain. 
 
I realized I was dyslexic when I went to a toga party dressed as a goat. 
 
Why do Kamikaze pilots wear helmets? 
 
The REME ethos: If it ain’t broke, fix it till it is............. 
 
“Our soldiers are deserting ,our army is in retreat , you're the minister of war what do you intend to do about it "?.... 
"change sides” 
 
 
 

 

 

  

Engage the young, they are the future.. 
If you have any  experiences of your time in the 
forces, think about being able to talk to 
youngsters about them, or write them down. 

The comforts of 
home. 
 

 
Please be careful 
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Visit to the Isle of Bute 
Following the highly successful visit two years ago to our friends in the Isle of Bute,there is 
another trip arranged for the 26th to 29th May 2012. Details of price, travel, hotels etc. 
can be obtained from John Copeland on 07588 487504. 
 
 
EVENTS AROUND THE REGION                                                                                                                                                                                                      
 
Members of the Stamford Branch and their spouses/partners are cordially 
 invited to our Winter Supper. 
Unfortunately, we do have to charge - as we do our own members.  
 
Barnack and District Branch, Royal British Legion Winter Supper 
Monday 19 March 
Barnack Village Hall 
19.15PM for 19.45PM 
Bring your own wine (because of Village Hall licensing restrictions) 
£15 per person 
  
Tickets from: Max Sawyer, 44, Waverley Gardens, Stamford,PE9 1BH 
01780 765507 

 
 
 
 
 
Don’t forget.. 
If you have any ideas for celebrating our 90th anniversary please don’t keep 
them to yourself! Tell Bill Turner, or any other committee member. 

 
COMING EVENTS                                                                                            
March 20th ….       . tba 
April 17th ….          Tba                                                                                                   
                                                                                                                      
April 23rd…           Bangers and Mash 
May 26th – 29th       Isle of Bute 
June 16th…….       60’s evening 
July 1st………       Re-dedication service 
July 9th………     .Outing to Poppy Factory 
 
 
 

 

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING 
1900 hrs, Tuesday, March, Clare Close Community Room     

NEXT BRANCH GENERAL SOCIAL 
20.00 hrs  Tuesday 20th March, Cummins Club . 

 
 
    Best Wishes to our members 
    Brian and Pat 
 
 

 

 

Does it matter? 
Does it matter. losing your legs? 
For people will always be kind, 
And you need not show that you mind 
When the others come in from hunting 
To gobble their muffins and egg. 
 
Does it matter? ..losing your sight? 
There’s such splendid work for the blind. 
And people will always be kind, 
As you sit on the terrace remembering 
And turning your face to the light. 
 
Do they matter?...those dreams from the pit? 
You can drink and forget and be glad, 
And people won’t say that you’re mad; 
For they’ll know you’ve fought for your country 
And no one will worry a bit. 
Seigfried Sassoon. 


