
The Royal British Legion Scott-Amundson Race to the Pole 

HRH Prince William of Wales has become Patron of a British Army expedition to reach the 

South Pole on the 100th Anniversary of the Scott-Amundsen expeditions, in support of The 

Royal British Legion. 

Prince William noted that the Scott-Amundsen Centenary Race 2011/12 will be the first 

unassisted attempt to retrace the original routes to the South Pole since the missions led by 

British explorer Captain Robert Falcon Scott and the Norwegian explorer Roald Amundsen. 

"I am proud to be the Patron of the Scott-Amundsen Centenary Race," Prince William said in a 

message of support to the expedition. 

"Six serving members of the British Army are taking on this expedition, and I am delighted that 

they have chosen to support The Royal British Legion in its 90th Anniversary year. 

"The Centenary Race will for the first time, retrace the original routes of Scott and Amundsen 

without any outside assistance, reliving what remains a defining moment in polar exploration. 

"This fitting tribute exemplifies the courage, determination and pioneering spirit shown by early 

20th Century explorers, and which lives on today in the British Armed Forces. 

"The Scott-Amundsen Centenary Race is a remarkable adventure, which will be a test of 

character, strength and resilience. I urge you to join me in supporting both teams to achieve their 

goals." 

The two teams of Service men plan to set out on 11 November 2011 (Armistice Day) from the 

Bay of Whales and Cape Evans in the Antarctic - the respective starting points of the Scott and 

Amundsen expeditions. 

Enduring temperatures of up to -52°C, the two teams will spend seventy days covering 900 miles 

of snow and ice, while carrying all their food and fuel in sledges weighing 140kg each. 

Team leader Lt Col Henry Worsley MBE came up with the ambitious plan in homage of the 

original race, which remains the defining event in the heroic age of polar exploration. 

"The tragic loss of Capt Scott's party on the return journey is seared in the nation's memory as an 

enduring narrative of duty and sacrifice," Lt Col Worsley said. 

"We are not only attempting this slow and brutal challenge in the honour of Capt Scott and 

Amundsen, but also as a tribute to the men and women of the Armed Forces who have served 

and continue to serve Britain in duty and often, sacrifice." 

The Royal British Legion Director of Fundraising, Russell Thompson, said funds raised from the 

expedition will help the Legion support seriously injured Service personnel. 



"We are putting activity-based rehabilitation at the heart of our welfare support, through our 

commitment to build, equip and operate The Royal British Legion's Battle Back Challenge 

Centre in partnership with the Ministry of Defence," Mr Thompson said. 

"The Battle Back Challenge Centre will be a national centre of excellence for adaptive sports and 

adventure training with the military at its core to help rehabilitate those seriously injured in 

Service. 

"The Legion is pleased to have committed £50 million over ten years to support the Challenge 

Centre and a series of new Personnel Recovery Centres." 
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Amundsen expeditions. 

Enduring temperatures of up to -52°C, the two teams will spend seventy days covering 900 miles 

of snow and ice, while carrying all their food and fuel in sledges weighing 140kg each. 

 

Team leader Lt Col Henry Worsley MBE came up with the ambitious plan in homage of the 

original race, which remains the defining event in the heroic age of polar exploration. 

"The tragic loss of Capt Scott's party on the return journey is seared in the nation's memory as an 

enduring narrative of duty and sacrifice," Lt Col Worsley said. 

"We are not only attempting this slow and brutal challenge in the honour of Capt Scott and 

Amundsen, but also as a tribute to the men and women of the Armed Forces who have served 

and continue to serve Britain in duty and often, sacrifice." 

HRH Prince William of Wales, Patron of the expedition, said: "I am proud to be the Patron of the 

Scott-Amundsen Centenary Race," Prince William said in a message of support to the 

expedition. 



"Six serving members of the British Army are taking on this expedition, and I am delighted that 

they have chosen to support The Royal British Legion in its 90th Anniversary year. 

"This fitting tribute exemplifies the courage, determination and pioneering spirit shown by early 

20th Century explorers, and which lives on today in the British Armed Forces. 

"The Scott-Amundsen Centenary Race is a remarkable adventure, which will be a test of 

character, strength and resilience. I urge you to join me in supporting both teams to achieve their 

goals." 

 

The Royal British Legion Director of Fundraising, Russell Thompson, said funds raised from the 

expedition will help the Legion support seriously injured Service personnel. 

"We are putting activity-based rehabilitation at the heart of our welfare support, through our 

commitment to build, equip and operate The Royal British Legion's Battle Back Centre in 

partnership with the Ministry of Defence," Mr Thompson said. 

Team members are: Lt Col Henry Worsley (Rifles), WO2 Mark Langridge (Paras), SGt Matt 

Laird (Royal Anglian), SSgt Vic Vicary (Rifles), SSgt Kev Johnson (Rifles), SSgt Lennie 

Browne (Paras) and reserves are WO2 Al Taylor (RM and WO2 Lou Rudd (RM) 

For further information about the Scott-Amundsen Centenary Race 2011/12 please visit the 

website Click Here 

For press enquiries, please contact: 

Afsheen Latif, Public Relations Officer, The Royal British Legion 

T: 020 3207 2243 M:             07901 110 819       E: alatif@britishlegion.org.uk 
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