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During the month of July 1915 there were no major actions or campaigns along the Western Front. As 
mentioned in a previous article, whilst holding fast to existing front lines all the main protagonists were 
absorbing hard earned lessons of trench warfare and the devastating efficiency/destructive power and of 
modern weapons.  

Whilst the Western Front was relatively low key, action in other war theatres was often heavy and ongoing.  
On the Eastern Front in Poland the Germans launched a large offensive against the Russians towards 
Warsaw. By early August, German troops were entering Warsaw. By mid July the Italians and Austro-
Hungarians were locked together in the second battle of the Isonzo. Both sides had reinforced their armies 
with men and artillery since the first battle, with the Italians attempting to break through to Trieste.  Despite 
early gains the Italians were frustrated by the lack of heavy artillery and/or shells and found the heavy 
barbed wire trench systems impossible to penetrate successfully (the BEF had already encountered this 
misfortune). Supposedly neutral Bulgaria had signed a secret treaty with Germany and Austria-Hungary and 
was rewarded with additional territory from Turkey.  

The Gallipoli campaign was illuminated by many acts of individual bravery and immense effort, but was 
drawn into a similar position as that on the Western Front. Stalemate.  

In Mesopotamia the British had some success and defeated Turkish forces at Nasiriya whilst pushing along 
the Euphrates/Tigris towards Baghdad. Earlier in the month in German Southwest Africa (Now Namibia) the 
German forces had surrendered to General Botha and the South Africans. In German East Africa (Now 
Tanzania)  the Royal Navy also had some success, when the German Light Cruiser “Konigsberg" was 
blockaded on the Rufiji River and eventually seriously damaged by the gunfire of two small RN ships 
adapted for river use. The Konigsberg was later scuttled, although some of her guns were salvaged by the 
Germans for use by land forces in East Africa. 

The 5th (Cinque Ports) Bn of the Royal Sussex Regiment found themselves several times in the front line 
again this month.  Still based in the Pas-de-Calais area of France, the local Mayfield men of “D” company 
were in the front line at both Cambrin and Vermelles.  Col Langham noted in his diary on the 25th July that 
“There had been no casualties during last 6 days in trenches”, suggesting that front-line action earlier in the 
month had not been without loss.  When not at the front-line, the battalion was variously absorbed in working 
parties extending camps, such as completing “Chapel Alley” at Labours or completing and extending a new 
camp at “Garden City”. 

On the Home Front the Coalition Government begin to 
get to grips with financing a long and costly war and 
issued a second War Loan at the unprecedented interest 
rate of 4 1/2%.  It was estimated by official sources that 
the war was costing £3 million per day, or £1095 million 
per annum. If correct, by today’s standards that would 
be perhaps £160 million per day or £58,400 million per 
annum: approximately half the annual cost of the 
present day NHS.  

On the economic front 40,000 individuals had registered 
for voluntary munitions work and the suggestion of 
employing women in jobs previously only undertaken by 
men, gained momentum.  A Royal Proclamation stated 
that all industrial disputes must be reported to the Board 
of Trade before strike action was contemplated. The 
following day miners in South Wales went on strike for 
more pay! Whilst this appeared to be settled within a few 
days, the negotiations dragged on and were still 
unresolved well into August.   

The Government announced that total casualties of the 
war amount to 330,995.  

Image 1:  Daily Mirror, July 3rd 1915 



Whilst the above stories/accounts must have featured in the lives and thoughts of many Mayfield residents 
the issue exercising local opinion at the beginning of July was the completion of the purchase of land for the 
Mayfield Sewerage Outfall. At a meeting of the Uckfield RDC the minutes record that no extra funds were 
being sanctioned until further notice to complete the purchase. Accordingly the scheme was on hold; adding 
to this frustration was the fact that although a purchase deposit had been paid the Vendor was entitled to 
interest on the outstanding amount.  Also by this time the extension of the Mayfield sewerage drainage 
system had reached the lower slopes of Fir Toll Road adjacent to the railway bridge.  It is interesting to note 
that in 100 years the drainage system has not progressed any further! 

The Farmers Club received a letter from the Association to Promote the Employment of Women in 
Agriculture offering to provide labour for farmers during harvest time. It is not recorded whether the offer was 
accepted. 

A brief note and obituary was published regarding the death on the 1st July of the daughter of Sir Somerset 
and Lady French who lived at Alwyns. 

A Voluntary Training Company was agreed to be set up in Mayfield.  Major Price was appointed as 
Commandant.  The use of sandbags at home and abroad had resulted in a shortage of the bags themselves. 
In many local areas voluntary groups of ladies were being formed to undertake the home provision of loose 
bags.  

Mayfield P C received a letter from Uckfield RDC regarding the National Registration Act. This required the 
local authorities to compile a register as at 15th August of all residents between the ages of 15 and 65.  
Many viewed this with some suspicion as a device to launch a compulsory military conscription scheme. No 
doubt it could/would be very useful in this respect; however, it was emphasised that it’s prime purpose was 
the identification of individuals by age and occupation to channel into war production activities, many of 
which were short staffed as their employees had enlisted in the armed forces.  Each individual was required 
to complete their own form which were collected by volunteers organised by the local councils. Males 
between the age of 19 and 41 were asked (voluntarily) to attest or agree to serve in the armed forces if 
necessary.   Each individual who registered was subsequently provided with a National Registration 
certificate  

Two individuals are recorded on the Mayfield/Five Ashes war memorial for July1915: 

Elam Cornford, Service No. T/35084, Driver in the Army Service Corps, died on the 10th July 1915, aged 
19.  He is buried in the Alexandria (Chatby) Military and War Memorial Cemetery in Egypt.  According to 
newspaper reports some years later, Elam died in hospital of pneumonia, and no service records have yet 
been found to illuminate his wartime activities.   He is remembered locally on the Mayfield, Five Ashes and 
Uckfield Memorials. 

Elam was born in Mayfield in 1894, one of ten children, and spent his childhood living at local farms in Five 
Ashes.  In 1901 the family were living at Freemans Farm and were later recorded at Meres Farm in 1911.  
Elam attended Five Ashes school, and contributed a “commended” drawing to the local newspaper in 1909, 
aged 13.   

Arthur Colvin, Service No. L/8653, Private 2nd Battalion Royal West Kent Regiment, died of wounds on the 
24th July 1915, aged 26. The Battalion was engaged in the fighting, referred to earlier in this article, in 
Mesopotamia. Arthur died of wounds on the 24 July and is commemorated on Panel 29 Basra Memorial as 
one of the many who has no known grave. Newspaper articles refer to him as a Lance Corporal although his 
medal card is headed Private. 
       
Arthur was born 1888 in Mayfield, spent his entire non military life living at Colkins Mill, Mayfield although his 
civilian occupation is unknown.  His Service Records are missing but sometime prior to 1911 he had enlisted 
with the RWKR and is recorded in the 1911 census as being stationed with the Battalion at Roberts 
Barracks, Peshawar.   His mother Jane, (mother to 5 sons and 2 daughters) who remained at Colkins Mill 
and was a widow by 1911, must have had a heart wrenching  war.  All her sons enlisted in the army and by 
the end of the Great War, two had been killed and the other three wounded. 
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