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County Service of Rededication 
Many Branches came together on Sunday, 10 May, a lovely day, for the 
County’s Annual Service of Rededication. This year the Service was 
hosted by St Denys Parish Church, Sleaford. 

The event began with the traditional parade of the Union flag, supported 
by the Sleaford & District and three County Standards, and the Standards 
of seven Branches and that of the War Widows Association. The Lord 
Lieutenant of Lincolnshire, Mr Toby Dennis, took the salute, with Mr 
Tony Worth, CVO (County Patron), Wg Cdr Simon Erskine Crum, OBE 
(County President, Mr Tony Goodwin BEM (County Chairman) and Cllr 
Keith Dolby, Mayor of Sleaford.  Also present were Brig. Plummer, a 
former County President, the County Vice Chairman and other 
Committee Members, the Chairmen of several neighbouring Counties, and military representatives from RAF 
Waddington and JSSO Digby. 

The Standards then formed a Guard of Honour for the dignitaries, wives, 
and Legion members and supporters to walk through into the Church. 

The Rev. Philip Johnson received the Standards in the Church and 
welcomed everyone to his Church and to the Service. The Service was, 
he said, especially poignant both in this month of the 70th Anniversary of 
VE Day, and in the 100th anniversary of the first year of the First World 
War. 

The Rev Canon John Thorold, our County Chaplain, gave the address. 
He spoke of the 60,000 casualties on the first day of the Battle of the 
Somme and questioned what exactly it was that we were remembering, 
and why does it matter. He asked how we can impress the present 
generation with the impact of events 70 and 100 years ago, with the 

enormity of the great sacrifices made then, of the many lives cut short before they had even blossomed. ‘We will 
Remember’, he said, ‘but why do we say that?’ 

He replied that we should never forget the brutal facts of the stench of the trenches of World War One, and the 
deaths and the sacrifice. Our commemoration must embrace the distress suffered by so many nations and the sorry 
fact of over 9 million deaths. This disaster was repeated in World War Two and in subsequent conflicts; we could 
despair. He said that, as we rededicate ourselves to the service of others, we must hold up a mirror to our own age. 
The blurring of memories must not blunt our commitment to our 
continuing task of today. 

The Service ended with the Act of Homage and the 
Prayer of Dedication, after which the Standards 
marched out of the Church again to form a Guard of 
Honour as dignitaries and guests left. Light 
refreshments were then served in the Church by  
Cadets from 2061 (Sleaford) Squadron ATC gave 
invaluable help throughout the Service and two of 
their members also led the congregation for the 
Prayers. 

 

The Band of the Sleaford Boys Brigade lead 
the Parade to the Church 

Mr Tony Worth lays a wreath at the Town 
War Memorial at the Church on behalf of 
the Royal British Legion. 

The Act of Homage and the Prayer of 
Dedication 

http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/counties/lincolnshire
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 May is always a busy month and this year has proved to 
be busier than ever. Our calendar was quickly filled but 
our Branches responded in a very positive way.   

The commemoration of VE Day reminded the whole 
nation of the sacrifices made by a generation who were 
known personally to many of us, some within our own 
families. It was good to see that many RBL Branches 
worked with their local communities in thanking not only 
those who made the supreme sacrifice for our freedom but 
also those who served during the conflict both at home 
and overseas. Some of our veterans from Lincolnshire 
were able to join in the national events in London and I 
thank them and their carers for making the extra effort to 
represent us all. 

Over the same weekend we held our annual Service of 
Rededication. This was very well supported and it is 
thanks to the Sleaford Branch members and the team at St 
Denys Church that things went smoothly on the day. The 
Band of the Boys Brigade gave a spirited performance 
both during the parade and in church and they deserve our 
thanks and recognition. I believe that this tradition is 
worth continuing and I hope that more members and 
Branch Standards will support next year’s event. The 
location has not yet been decided. 

I joined members of the Mablethorpe Branch at their 
Anzac Day Memorial Service. Despite the early start it 
was a very worthwhile event and demonstrated the 
excellent community spirit that the Branch works so hard  

to maintain. The close working relationship between 
the Branch, local Cadet Forces, the Civic authorities 
and the Church was an excellent example of how it 
should be done. Well done, Mablethorpe Branch.   

Our National Conference was also held this month 
and I was pleased to see Lincolnshire well 
represented. Thank you to all the delegates who 
travelled to Southport. Regrettably this year the 
content of the motions for discussion was fairly 
straight forward so much of the cut and thrust of 
debate was missing. However there were some 
interesting presentations and certainly there was a lot 
of useful information available from the various stalls 
and displays in the exhibition area. The Membership 
Forum is dealt with elsewhere in this newsletter but I 
believe that it is slowly moving in the right direction. 
I forecast that next year will be different if only for 
the fact that the level of affiliation fees is likely to be 
debated. 

Planning for our future events is going ahead. We are 
already thinking about our Poppy Appeal Launch and 
our Festival of Remembrance. If you have any ideas 
for improving either of them then please get in touch 
and discuss them with me. They are your events after 
all. 
 
Kind regards 
Tony Goodwin 
 

County Patron: Mr A. Worth, CVO 

President: Wg Cdr Simon Erskine Crum, OBE 
Chairman: Mr A.R.P. Goodwin, BEM 
Membership Support Officer: Mr B. Mahoney 
 

CHAIRMAN’S FOREWORD 

Mr S.R.Bonde, Editor 
31 Clare Close, 

STAMFORD, PE9 2QA 
Tel: 01780 757041 

E-mail: srbonde@hotmail.com 

           HOT NEWS 
                   The National Chairman, John Crisford, has very kindly agreed  

        to attend our Branch Chairmen and Secretaries’ Seminar at  
          Doningtion Club on 26 September. We shall shortly be  
                      asking Branches for questions to put to him. 

mailto:srbonde@hotmail.com
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National Annual Conference, Southport 
Before this year’s National Annual Conference, Branches were invited to submit questions to put to the 
Membership Forum. These are the questions, and the answers. The reply to Stamford’s question (Number 8 
below) is interesting. 

1.  Could we ask why it is that rules can be altered without the consent of Branch members? 
(Newcastle Chesterton & District Branch, Staffordshire) 
The Membership Council is the elected body that has the responsibility for the maintenance of the Membership 
Handbook, containing all policies and procedures relating to the Membership. The Membership Council 
encourages members to submit any issues or recommendations via the County/ District Chairmen and your 
Membership Council representative. All amendments to the Rules in the Royal Charter require a two-thirds 
majority of the votes of Branch delegates at the Annual Conference. 
 
2. What is the total annual cost of paid staff including pension rights and is there a need for them? Branch 
membership feels that their contributions are being spent unwisely.  
(Newcastle Chesterton & District Branch, Staffordshire) 
The total cost of Legion staff is detailed in the Legion’s Annual Report. A copy of the Annual Report can be 
found on the Legion website. The total staff costs for the entirety of the Legion, including National Insurance 
Contributions and Pension Costs, was £35.4m in 2014. 
Membership contributions, totalling £4.8m in 2014, are used solely to support the Membership structure through 
the General Fund. Information on how the £15 membership fee is used can be found on page 4 of this newsletter. 
 
3. Why is it that we at local branch can only access the rule book online? Some Branches do not have internet 
access. (Newcastle Chesterton & District Branch, Staffordshire)  
The Membership Handbook is now available to all formations via the internet as this ensures all Branches have 
equal access to an up to date version. Updates which have been authorised by the Membership Council can now 
be published online for free and branches will have immediate access to these amended versions, whereas the 
costs of printing and posting a new publication would lead to estimated printing and postage costs of £70,000 
per annum. Branches are encouraged to have someone on their Branch Committee who has internet access, but 
where this is not possible it is recommended that branches seek assistance from their Membership Support 
Officer. 
 
4. Branch accounts are sent to all branches in hard copy because they are compulsory. Why are MS1s not given 
the same respect? Not all branches have computers. Is it because the forms will only affect the Branches and not 
HQ? (Branch name not detailed on submission) 
MS1s are available in hard copy from the MSO if branches are unable to download them. At present, MS1s are 
not sent out with the Branch Accounts as the timescale and more importantly the deadlines for both returns are not 
co-terminus. 
 

5. Is it possible for the RBL to seek insurance for those over the age of 85 who wish to volunteer to help, including 
standard bearers, parade marshals, judges, collectors and organisers?   (Formby, Cheshire) 
The Legion currently has a Public Liability Policy and a Personal Accident Policy. The Public Liability Policy will 
respond to accidents when the Legion is held legally liable for failing to meet its duty of care and there are no age 
restrictions to this cover. The Personal Accident Policy is a benefits policy and will respond despite who is at fault 
but age restrictions apply. At present, an insured person is anyone up to the age of 105, however there is limited 
cover for those over the age of 85 and the core benefits are reduced. 
 
6. Why is the legal and proper name [The Royal British Legion] not used in all cases when communicating by any 
means? How was this decision made?   (Killyleagh Killinchy, Northern Ireland) 
In the Royal Charter definitions, the term “Legion” is equivalent to “The Royal British Legion, incorporated by the 
Charter”. It is therefore common practice to use this definition after “The Royal British Legion” has been stated 
once  
 
7. Why is the Union flag not flown at all British Legion premises and at all war memorials? 
(Killyleagh Killinchy, Northern Ireland) 
The Government’s Department for Culture, Media and Sport is responsible for issuing the rules for hoisting the 
Union Flag on Government buildings. Individuals, local authorities and other organisations may fly the Union Flag 
whenever they wish, subject to compliance with any local planning requirement. Legion Branches are encouraged 
to follow these guidelines when flying the Union Flag and this information is available within the Ceremonial 
Handbook. 
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8. National Annual Conference in both 2013 and 2014 overwhelmingly rejected a Charter Motion 
which included a proposed change to Charter Rule 14. This proposed change would remove the current right of 
Conference to resist any Charter Motion proposed by the Board of Trustees; it would reduce Conference to a rubber 
stamp of approval of the Trustees’ wishes. Do the Trustees still intend to pursue this proposed change to Charter 
Rule 14, or will they abandon it? 
(Stamford, Lincolnshire) 
Charter Motion 1 at Annual Conferences 2013 and 2014 was rejected by Annual Conference. As can be seen from 
the Agenda for this year, there is no similar Charter Motion. However, the question is fundamentally incorrect. 
Reference to what would have been the revised Articles, in particular Article 14 (currently Article 17) shows that 
there would be no change in the powers of Conference regarding changes to the Rules, though it is true to say that 
changes to the Articles would not have needed the assent of Conference. However, any such proposed changes 
would still have required the assent of the Privy Council, thus giving the protection sought by Conference and, of 
course, members could still propose changes to the Articles for consideration by the Board of Trustees (as per 
requested changes to the current Governing Regulations). Additionally, all the Governing Regulations, which 
currently can only be amended by the Board of Trustees with no reference to Conference, would have been 
transferred to either the Rules (thus giving Conference authority to “resist” which Conference currently does not 
have – i.e. increased powers) or to the Membership Handbook which is under control of the Membership through 
the Membership Council. 
 
The Forum also produced the following membership statistics 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOW YOUR MEMBERSHIP FEE IS 
SPENT 

 

MEMBERSHIP PROFILE AGE 

  2% Under 25           21%    65 - 74 
  4% 25-34  17%    75 - 84 
  7% 35-44    7%    85 and over 
14% 45-54  11%    Not recorded 
17% 55-64 

£1.70 COUNTY GRANTS – County/District Grants provide 
financial support for County administration, training and 
events. 

£0.92 MEMBERSHIP MANAGEMENT & COMPLIANCE 
– The Membership Compliance Auditor performs regular audits 
and investigates compliance issues and works independently 
from, but in close conjunction with, the rest of the Membership 
team. 

£0.43 MEMBERSHIP COUNCIL – The Membership 
Council is the elected body that has the responsibility for 
membership policies and procedures. 

£3.27 MEMBERSHIP SERVICES – The Membership 
Services team is responsible for database maintenance, card 
fulfilment, printing and despatch, dealing with any database 
queries and data security and safeguarding of membership data. 

£2.34 MEMBERSHIP ADMINISTRATION – The 
Membership Policy and Administration team is responsible for 
the support to the Membership Council and Working Groups, 
updating and publishing any governance documents, policies 
and procedures, support to youth affiliations and bands and 
cross-departmental projects involving the Membership, for 
example LOMAS, Office 365 and Branch Property Trusts. The 
Membership Support team is responsible for support to the 
National and Overseas branches and Districts and dealing with 

Membership complaints through the Legion Complaints 
Committee. 

£1.70 MEMBERSHIP TRAINING – The Membership 
Training team is responsible for delivery of the Membership 
Training portfolio. 

£4.64 LEGION MAGAZINE – With six editions per annum, 
the average magazine costs each member £0.77 per edition. 
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Sausage & Mash 
Stamford’s annual tribute to St George, Patron Saint of Georgia, Syria, 
Greece and England and itinerant consultant on dragon slaying, took 
place again at the Ketton Sports Club on Thursday, 23 April. Their  
Sausage & Mash lunch is always a popular event, attended by Rob 
Persani of Rutland Radio and over 40 members who tucked into heaps 
of mash, piles of sausages, a greenery of mushy peas, and lakes of gravy. 
Our thanks go to Di and her team, especially as they then donated the 
gratuity collected 
for them to the 
East Anglia 

Children’s Hospice Trust. The raffle did well too, thanks as 
ever to Roy and Marian and everyone who brought prizes, 
making £84 which, with two further donations on the day, 
raised another £100 towards the cost of the Branch minibus. 

 
 
 

Woodhall Spa Games Evening 
The Woodhall Spa & District Branch held a 
games evening with the Woodhall Spa 
Conservative Club for the " Jacko Jackson 
Trophey" on 16 April. The Games Evening has 
now become an annual event with the Branch 
winning the Trophey last year 2014. The games 
played were Darts, Carpet Bowls, Snooker, 
Domino's and the more modern games on the 
Wii. Altogether a total of 27 games took place.  
There was a buffet put on by the Conservative 
Club Steward and the Raffle organised by the 
Branch Chairman raised £43 for the Branch. 
The Branch Chairman Phil Avery thanked 
everyone who came and took part in the games 
evening. The Branch came out on top and will 
hold the Trophy for another year. 

 
Fundraising at Woodhall Spa Country Show 

Nina Gaunt Branch (PAO), Steve Hall (Vice Chairman) and Branch 
Member, Norman Wigglesworth, of the Woodhall Spa & District Branch set 
up a Tombola Stall  at the Woodhall Spa Country Show on a clear but 
slightly windy morning Sunday, 17 May. With well over 100 prizes all 
marked and set up by Nina along with RBL items, the stall was kept busy. 
Several Branch Members called, most taking a prize away with them. A 
number of RBL Members from other Branches also popped over to give 
their support and tried their luck. The tombola raised £100 for the Branch 
Poppy Appeal, along with £20  given as donations by members of the public. 

 
Woodhall Spa Member, Bill Radley, honoured 
Woodhall Spa & District Branch PAO, Nina Gaunt, presented a Branch 
Certificate of Appreciation to Branch Member, Bill Radley. Bill has 
supported the Branch over many years by donating his own watercolour 
framed pictures to the Remembrance Lunch Raffles. He has also jointly set 
up and taken part in the Branch Poppy Church Services which this year 
takes place in his home village of Stixwould on 26 of July. Recently Bill 
gave a donation to the Branch PAO to purchase items which help with fund 
raising activities at local events raising money for the Poppy Appeal. 

Branch activities 

 

Branch Chairman - Phil 
Avery, Conservative Club 
Chairperson  - Joe 
Dickinson, Conservative 
Club Team Captain - Denis 
Dickinson 

 
Spilsby & District held their St George's Day 
Sausage & Mash at the Masonic Hall on 23 of 
April. The members had a good meal and enjoyed 
the playing of Perry Rossiter on the keyboard 
during the meal. Their thanks go to Mr Anthony 
Bradley and the social committee for their work in 
making it the success it was. 
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Visit to Belgium and France 
Paul Dawson, a Barnack Branch member, his wife and two friends recently 
went on a WW1 battlefields trip.  This is his account: 
We went to Belgium first to the Ypres salient. We visited the Menin gate 
on the first evening to pay our respects after the Last Post was played at 
8pm as it is every evening. We were surprised to see that there were about 
five hundred people gathered on a Thursday evening. It was pretty 
emotional to be there. We then visited the Flanders Field Museum which 
was really interesting. 
We spent the next two days visiting many battlefields and cemeteries 
including Tyne Cott which is one of the largest having 12000 graves !  

We next went to France, to the Somme area and the Delville wood cemetery and 
South African Memorial. The surrounding forest is a living memorial as the bodies 
of the soldiers still lay where they fell. The forest has grown back since with only 
one original tree remaining! 
Other places we visited were the Fricourt German cemetery where the Red Baron 
was originally buried but has been moved since and Lochnagar crater which was 
the result of the mine warfare – the aftershock was apparently felt in London! 
Thiepval memorial was magnificent and you can see it for miles as you approach, 
The French graves there are almost all unknown, a very sobering thought. 
The Serre road cemetery (no2 of 3) was the largest on the Somme with 11,139 
buried there. There are so many cemeteries all over the place as you drive along, 
and all are spectacularly maintained – very impressive . 
The last few cemeteries we saw were Beaumont Hamel, Newfoundland memorial, 
Pozieres cemetery. The Canadian memorial at Vimy Ridge is also spectacular and 
commemorates the 60,000 Canadians who lost their lives . 
The last place that we visited was the Notre Dame De Lorette Cemetery which 
contains 40,000 French graves. There is a new memorial in the shape of a circle 

that has the names of everybody who made the ultimate sacrifice with no ranks or nationality difference. 
We crammed a lot into three full days but was well worth it - 
incredibly thought provoking and emotional.  
    

 
617 Squadron remembered 
Woodhall Spa & District Branch was represented at 
this year’s 617 Squadron Memorial Day held on 
Sunday, 17 May. The County Chaplain, the Rev 
Canon John Thorold, led a short service at the two 617 
Squadron Memorials in Royal Square along with 
representatives of  the 617 Squadron Association and 
members of the public and Branch Members. The 
Branch Chairman Phil Avery stood in and carried out 
the duties of Branch Standard Bearer for the event. 

Remembrance 

Paul Dawson lays a wreath on behalf 
of the Barnack Branch. 

We also visited the 
Passchendaele Experience 
museum, including the 
‘trenches experience’. 
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**** STOP PRESS - RAF SPITFIRE FLYPAST **** 
All Vintage, Classic and Custom vehicles welcome including Cars, 
Motor Bikes, Camper Vans, Agricultural and Military Vehicles and 

Auto Jumble 
PLUS 

Attractions for all the family including Interesting Selection of 
Stalls, Bar, Hot Food, Ice Cream, Cakes, Sweets, Bouncy Castle, 
Raffle etc and Traditional Country Fayre, Games, Prizes for Best 

of Category Vehicles 
FREE ENTRY FOR VISITORS AND VEHICLES  Free Parking 

For a Vehicle Entry Form or more information please contact  
Sue or Rob Mitchell 01406 550612  email: suemitchellrbl@aol.com 

 
All proceeds to GDE & Dawsmere RBL Branch Funds  

RAF SCampton 
Armed Forces Day 
RAF Scampton would like 
to invite WWII veterans - 
military; home guard; land 
army etc – to take part in 
an event  which they are 
organising for VE Day.  If 
Branches are aware of any 
such veterans who they 
think would be interested 
could they please contact 
Tom Gundry of Kirton-in-
Lindsey Branch on 01673 
818771 or at 
samueljt@supanet.com.  

Armed 
Forces 
Day, 
27 June 
Armed Forces Day 
Dance 
Members of all Branches 
are invited to join 
Coningsby, Tattershall & 
District Branch at an 
Armed Forces Day Dance 
in Coningsby Community 
Hall. Tickets are available 
from Ann Wolkes on 
01526 342459 and cost 
£7.50. 1940s dress will be 
welcome.  

Raising the Armed 
Forces Flag 
Stamford Branch members 
will join civic, military 
and church dignitaries at 
Stamford Town Hall for a 
simple ceremony on 
Monday, 22 June to raise 
the Armed Forces Day flag 
and to launch the Armed 
Forces Week.  

mailto:suemitchellrbl@aol.com
mailto:samueljt@supanet.com
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Members of Spilsby Branch pose with the Mayor, 
Mr Peter Grant, before their VE Thanksgiving 
Service at St James’ Church, Spilsby on Sunday, 
10 May. 

A (VE) Day to Remember 
Roland Reece, PAO of Kirton Branch had a ‘wonderful day’ when he was 
‘volunteered’ to escort a WWII veteran to the VE Parade and Service in 
Westminster Abbey But that veteran, Mrs Glad Benton, had an even more 

wonderful day. Glad felt like a queen as she 
and Roland marched up Parliament Street past 
the Cenotaph on the way to St James' Park 
with the route lined all the way with cheering 
crowds. There she met and talked with 
veterans of her own era, sat close to where the 
Royal party passed by in the Abbey, and had a 
chat and a hug from the Prime Minister, 
David Cameron.  It was a day worthy of the 
veterans and especially of Glad Benton. 

 
 
 

 
John Ryan enjoys his day in Westminster 
Abbey 
At the meeting of 12 May, Woodhall Spa & District members 
were able to view the  programme which Branch Member, 
John Ryan, brought back from Westminster Abbey for the 
VE70 Anniversary Service on Saturday, 8 May. John was 
lucky to be seated near to the front and had a good view of the 
Church Service. John thanked the Branch Vice Chairman, 
Steve Hall, for his help in obtaining all the information needed 

to attend the service and  keeping 
John updated with any changes. 
John was called up into the Royal 
Navy on 21 June 1943, just after 
his 18th birthday and was posted to H.M.S Impregnable at St Budeau in Devonport, 
where he trained as a Signalman. He then served in a series of postings and ships - 
H.M.S Drake, H.M.S Eland, H.M.S Philocotetes in Cape Town where he took over the 
Signalman’s duties on board the ship of a Commodore of a Convoy. He then served on 
H.M.S Leonidas in Takoradi/Secondi, West Africa in the Fleet Signal Distribution 
Office (FSDO) on an Motor Launch Flotilla, which would intercept any ship who did 
not respond to the Signal Station's 'Identity' request. Postings followed again at HMS 
Drake and HMS Boscowen, joining the minesweeper, HMS Romola clearing mines off 
the South Coast, Scotland  and the Norwegian Coast.  John returned to H.M.S 
Lochinvar on 1 May 1946 until 5 July 1946, and to H.M.S Drake on 6 July until he 
was demobbed on the 16 September 1946. 

VE Day 70 

Ron Worth, President of Spilsby RBL on 8 May 
talking to a very attentive Year 5 at Spilsby 
Primary School. The class were very interested 
with many asking relevent questions about VE 
Day 70 years ago.  
 

 

 

Bourne’s VE Jazz Day 
Bourne Branch celebrated the 70th anniversary of VE Day 
when they joined in celebrations at The Croft, a community 
development in Bourne for the over 55s. A jazz band  of 
musicians from Oxford performed many of the old 
favourites with over 40 guests dancing and singing - or at 
least trying to. Cocktails and wine along with considerable 
amounts of snacks were provided. 

After about 3 hours of entertainment guests slowly and 
surely trooped home, giving thanks for a wonderful time 
had by all. All proceeds from the afternoon, totalling £340, 
went to the Poppy Appeal. 

Many thanks to all who attended and a special thanks must 
be given to Larkfleet Homes who provided the venue and 
entertainment. 

John shows off his programme 
from Westminster Abbey 
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Dawn ANZAC Service to Mark The Centenary of the Gallipoli Landings  

April the 25 2015 marked a 100 years since the Gallipoli 
landings of 25 April 1915. On that day, thousands of young 
men, far from their homes, stormed the beaches on the 
Gallipoli Peninsula in what is now Turkey. For eight long 
months,  Allied troops from Australia, New Zealand, Great 
Britain and Ireland, France, India, and Newfoundland battled 
both harsh conditions and Ottoman forces desperately 
fighting to protect their homeland.  By the time the campaign 
ended, more than 130,000 men had died: at least 87,000 
Ottoman soldiers and 44,000 Allied soldiers, including more 

than 8,700 Australians. Among the dead were 2,779 New Zealanders, about a fifth of all those who had landed on 
the peninsula. 

Mablethorpe & District Branch of the Royal British Legion have 
held a service to commemorate ANZAC Day for the last three years, 
ever since an Australian ex forces relative of a Branch Member 
visited the town during the latter part of April. The Branch invited all 
to join them at a Dawn Service to commemorate the 100th 
Anniversary of the Gallipoli Landings on Saturday the 25 April 
2015.  Although the Service started at 05:25am some sixty plus early 
risers assembled at the Mablethorpe War Memorial to commemorate 
the Centenary.  The County Chairman, Tony Goodwin, the Vice 
Chairman Bridget Wilcox and Members from the Alford, Horncastle 
and Waltham Branches took part. 

Six Standards marched on to the sound of the Drums of the 
Mablethorpe ATC and during the Service wreaths of rosemary 
were laid by representatives of the three Armed Services while 
the Piper, Mr Ken Norton, played Flowers of the Forest, sprigs of 
rosemary were worn by those attending.  The Ancient Greeks 
believed Rosemary made their memories stronger. This idea has 
been carried on today when people wear sprigs of rosemary and 
lay wreaths of rosemary as a symbol of remembrance for those 
who died at Gallipoli.  

Following the Service the Standards led the way, accompanied by the 
sound of the Pipes and Drums, as everyone marched to Dave's restaurant 
(Mablethorpe) where Gunfire, Tea or Coffee and Breakfast was served. 
Mablethorpe & District branch would like to thank everyone who attended, 
especially those who travelled and made the event a resounding success. 

 
Friday, 8th  May 2015    Bourne War Memorial 

This was the date and venue to remember Corporal George Sharpe, holder 
of the highest accolade in the British Armed Forces, namely the Victoria 
Cross. And to dedicate a stone laid in his honour. George Sharpe, aged 26, 
was serving with the Lincolnshire Regiment in the First World War when 
his actions and bravery on 9 May 
1915 enabled his company to 
obliterate the German positions 
during the Battle of Aubers 
Ridge. 
 

Bourne & District Branch, together with SKDC, Bourne Town Council 
and the Lincolnshire Regiment Association, were invited to attend this 
commemorative service. Also present were members of his family who 
still reside in the area, and a large gathering of local people and 
dignitaries to commemorate his action. 
Afterwards refreshments were provided by Bourne Council in the Corn 
Exchange when many stories were told .This showed how much the people of Bourne honoured their local Hero.

 

 

 

 
The commemorative stone 

 
Major David Falconer addresses guests 

Centenary 
of WWI 
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Membership Application Form (MS4) 
The new MS4 Membership Application Form  
is now available to order from PoppyMembership@britishlegion.org.uk. No other versions of the MS4 are 
now accepted. When you print the electronic version of the MS4, it will be split over two double sided 
pages. The main MS4 will be on page 1 and 2, and the section (direct debit guarantee/data protection info) 
to be retained by the new member will be on page 3 and 4. 
Completed MS4s should be sent to our new membership application processing team at Charles Novacroft 
Direct Limited, Seebeck House, 1 Seebeck Place, Knowlhill, Milton Keynes MK5  8FR.  No MS4s will be 
processed until the new database and associated membership processes go live on 31 May – those received 
earlier will be held until then. 
If Branches have recruited new members awaiting the issue of the new MS4 and monies have been banked 
with the Branch, as an interim measure, Novacroft will accept Branch cheques. It should be noted that each 
application has to have an individual cheque attached to it and that a single cheque to cover bulk 
applications will not be accepted and will be returned. 
Once processing of the new MS4’s commences any new joiners will be renewing their membership on the 
anniversary of becoming a member i.e. if I become a member on 27 May 2015, I will renew my 
membership on 27 May 2016 and NOT 1 October 2015. Members who joined 
by the 30 March will all renew on the 1 October. New applicants will be given 
2 choices of paying for their Membership, either by cheque or Direct Debit. 
Individual cheques should accompany each application, cheques should be 
made payable to ‘The Royal British Legion’. 
There is a slightly different process for Clubs; they will be receiving a letter 
form Head Office explaining this. 
Any queries on the new Membership system should be addressed to the 
Membership Support Officer – East Midlands who will do his best to answer 
them. 

 
 
Door to door Fundraising 
The November 2013 edition of LegionLincs gave details of  teams who go door-to-door in Lincolnshire 
and elsewhere getting people to sign up to the Legion’s weekly Poppy lottery. They operate the whole 
year around and also appear to be trying to get people to sign up as Legion members. Many Branches, 
including my own Stamford Branch, have encountered these people. 
The Legion line on this potentially embarrassing activity is that it is cost effective and an efficient means 
of fundraising, as well as a proactive way to talk to people about the breadth and success of the Legion’s 
services. Door-to-door fundraising enables the Royal British Legion to engage with new supporters, 
provide an opportunity for people to speak with someone about our work at any time of year, and 
consider a valuable regular gift to support our work. Our door-to-door fundraisers should never ask for 
cash, and our campaigns are designed to provide the Legion with much needed year-round income by 
obtaining Direct Debit donations or weekly Poppy Lottery subscriptions.  
Our door-to door fundraisers work on our behalf through Appco Group Support. This agency is one of 
the largest and most trusted in the UK, and has coordinated door-to-door campaigns for some of the 
country's most respected and successful charities. Appco is a member of the Public Fundraising 
Regulatory Association (PFRA) and all fundraisers work to these best practice guidelines.  

All our fundraisers observe PFRA guidelines which state no fundraising after 9pm. In practice, our fundraisers 
primarily work between the hours of Noon - 8.30pm. 
Agreeing to give a gift to the Legion by Direct Debit is very secure and safe. Only legitimate, registered groups 
like us are able to use this information, and donors will be fully protected by the Direct Debit Guarantee. 
Legion door-to-door fundraisers will: 

• Wear a tabard with The Royal British Legion corporate logo. 
• Display an 'Appco Group Support' or 'Magnum' identification badge with their name, photo and employee 

number. 
• Carry up-to-date Royal British Legion literature, including information booklets, 'Thank you for Listening' 

cards or numbered direct debit forms. 
• The Legion monitors this activity very carefully, so if a Branch is unhappy with the conduct of a door-to-

door fundraiser, or believe there is reason to doubt their authenticity, please email 
fundenquiries@britishlegion.org.uk for a regular giving fundraiser or lottery@britishlegion.org.uk for a Poppy Lottery 
fundraiser. 

 Administration 

 N e w s  

County Website 
Mr Frank Byrne, County 
Committee member and Wrangle 
Branch Secretary, has taken over 
the running of the Lincolnshire 
County Website. If you have any 
information that you wish to have 
published please send it to Frank at 
Frank225@live.com. 

mailto:PoppyMembership@britishlegion.org.uk
mailto:fundenquiries@britishlegion.org.uk
mailto:lottery@britishlegion.org.uk
mailto:Frank225@live.com
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PROVISIONAL COUNTY CALENDAR OF EVENTS  2015 
 
DATE   EVENT      VENUE 

14 June   Standard Bearers School   Crowland 
15 June   County Management Board Meeting  Lincoln Office 
27 June   Armed Forces Day    Countrywide 
11 July   County Committee Meeting   Alford 
17 August  County Management Board Meeting  Lincoln Office 
18/19 September County Chairman’s Seminar   Staverton 
20 September  Standard Bearers School – AGM  Louth 
26 September   Branch Chairmen/Secretaries’ Seminar  Donington  
27 September  County Standard Bearer Competition  Horncastle 
3 October  County Committee Meeting   Waddington Club 
24 October  Poppy Appeal Launch    East Kirkby 
1 November  Festival of Remembrance   RAFC Cranwell 
7 November  Festival of Remembrance   Royal Albert Hall 
8 November  Remembrance Sunday    Countrywide 
11 November  Armistice Day     Countrywide 
12 December  County Committee Meeting   Waddington Club 
9 January 2016  Annual Meeting of County Conference  QEGS Horncastle 
NB:  This calendar of events is subject to change depending upon National events etc.  

WE WILL REMEMBER THEM 
     Mr Richard Manley, Long Sutton  Mr Reg Howard, Langtoft, The Deepings & District 
     Mr Peter Green, Stamford   Mrs Dorothy Kettle, Stamford 
     Mr John Bingham, Wainfleet & District  Mr Peter Reding, Wainfleet & District  
     Mr Geoffrey Millner, Donington & Quadring Mr Ron Broomfield, Alford & District 
     Mr Fred Taylor, Gosberton & District Mrs Chris Marks, Sleaford & District 
     Mrs C M Taylor, Holbeach    Mr A J Walsham, Long Sutton 
     Mr Roy Lea, Horncastle & District   Mr Barry Pitts, Donington & Quadring 
     Mrs J M Hilton, Kirton & District  Mr J M Websell, Immingham  
     Mr Edward Benefer, Laceby & District Mr Reg Walker, Langtoft, The Deepings & District 
     Mr N Butler, Laceby & District  Mr E Crompton, Grantham  

    Mrs E R Martin, Long Sutton  
 

The next edition of LegionLincs will issue at the end of July. Please let me have your photographs and write-
up of your Armed Forces Week events and your plans and preparations for VJ Day. Lincolnshire Branches 
have an excellent record of commemorating these and other events, but it is equally important that we also tell 
other Branches, and the rest of the Legion through LegionLincs, that Lincolnshire is active, virile and living up 
to the best traditions of the Legion!!!! However modest your bric-a-brac stall, your quiet little dedication of a 
new memorial, or whatever, they all add up to huge programme of activity. Please tell me, and the rest of the 
Legion, about them – with photographs!! 

Steve Bonde, 
Editor Legion Lincs 

 


