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After the offensives/initiatives mounted by Britain and it’s allies in April and May, the month of June was, at 
least for the British, a time to reflect on what had gone right and what had gone wrong. The courage and 
determination of the front line troops was not in doubt; the nagging questions were more to do with tactics 
and strategic aims for the military and for Government Ministers, Industrialists and British workers concerns 
about weapons production.  

The lack of any significant gains on the Western Front, or in Gallipoli, from recent offensives together with 
alarmingly high rates of casualties proved the point that defence rather than attack was not a successful 
strategy.  No immediate solution on either side was to be found for this rather obvious lesson; new offensive 
weapons eg  the use of gas were not fully thought through and others were far from production. It was also 
obvious that to win battles and sustain gains the British could not continue with an all volunteer army. 
Furthermore, modern equipment and weapons required huge amounts of supplies on a regular basis and the 
British supply chain from manufacture to delivery needed a thorough overhaul. 

In Gallipoli events were not going well.  The Turkish army was well entrenched and, commanded by Senior 
German Officers, were successful in limiting Allied progress. This fact, together with mounting casualties, 
resulted in a requirement for reinforcements and the diversion of precious supplies. Consequently doubts 
about the whole operation continued to grow.  

At sea the British blockade of German shipping trade continued. The German counter-attempt at a blockade 
of British shipping trade through the use of submarines met only with limited success. The Germans were 
simply not building enough submarines, in addition to their inevitable losses, to implement their blockade.  
Meanwhile by arming merchant ships and other ruses the Royal Navy were able to retain the majority of their 
escort vessels for protection of the Grand Fleet. 

In the air, war matters had taken a decidedly nasty turn for the British. Early in June further attacks by 
Zeppelin airships were made on east coast ports with severe consequences for Hull where 64 casualties 
resulted. Of  particular note was an attack against London by three Zeppelins. This was certainly a shock for 
the London population and the Government.  Nevertheless, this shock was countered to a certain extent in 
that of the three Zeppelins engaged in the attack two were destroyed when returning to bases in Belgium by 
Royal Navy aircraft which dropped bombs onto the airships. For one of these actions Flight Sub -Lieutenant 
R Warneford was awarded the Victoria Cross. Sadly he was killed a few days later in a flying accident near 
Paris.  

Later in June the French Army persevered in the Second Battle of Artois launching a major attack against the 
Germans who had received large reinforcements. This offensive aimed at Vimy Ridge resulted in little gain. 
The fighting continued to the end of the month but had ground to a halt well before that date. Casualties on 
both sides were high, although the French claimed to have recaptured over 60 Kms of France.   

Elsewhere,  later in the month Italy entered the fighting against the Austro-Hungarians along the Isonzo River 
which meanders along the border.  After some initial success the Italians gained very little ground on the east 
bank of the Isonzo and the offensive ended in failure.  The fighting on the Eastern Front surged to and fro, 
quite unlike the Western stalemate, with the Germans/Austo-Hungarian forces slowly gaining the upper hand  
although not able to find a knockout blow.   

The 5th Bn (Cinque Ports) Royal Sussex Regiment  were still in the Pas-de-Calais region of France in June.  
For the first four days of the month local men in “D” Company relieved 1/Northants in Cuinchy and were 
stationed in the fire trenches.  Thereafter, the battalion were in rest billets for four days and then moved 
around the area, being stationed in no less than four other billets during the month.  The battalion was very 
short of officers after the pasting it took in May in action in Aubers/Festubert, so a draft of 9 new officers 
joined from England later in the month.  

On the Home Front the appointment of Lloyd George as Minister for Munitions energised thoughts on 
improving war production and the Government  passed the Munitions of War Act, which allowed the wide 
spread employment of women as labour workers. In the first week after the Act was passed the best part of 
50,000 individuals offered their services for employment. The local newspapers carried adverts for skilled 
workman not in employment or not on Government work to apply to The Munitions Work Bureau at 
Tunbridge Wells.  

Growing support for compulsory national service was noted in newspaper editorials/articles and letters from 
readers;  in Tunbridge Wells, the Police were compiling a register of all males between the ages of 19-40 at 
the request of the War Office; a house to house canvas of occupants was being undertaken. 
A letter to the K&SC 25 June, from a resident of Langton Green, claimed that the sounds of distant gunfire 
from the Western Front could be heard. 



In Mayfield, following a request from the East Sussex Emergency Committee,  an emergency committee was 
formed in the Parish for salvage work and the preservation of property in the event of their services being 
required. Cllr Napper had already reported that he had overhauled local Fire Brigade apparatus and 
undertaken necessary repairs. A further hose was required and he proposed The Convent be asked to lend 
their length of hose pipe. A request that was later readily agreed. 

Archibald Napper, son of Mr C Napper, enlisted as a Motor Transport Driver whilst Leslie Jarvis, son of Mr H 
Jarvis, was reported to be in a precarious condition at Tidworth Military Hospital suffering from Spotted 

Fever.  

In the K & SC 18 June a brief 
article plus photographs (left) is 
featured of 3 sons of Mrs L 
Weston, 8 Victoria Road, 
Mayfield, all serving in the army. 
John aged 24;Raymond aged18 
and William aged 16.  

In the 1911 census Mrs Weston is 
recorded at Victoria Road as a 
widow together with John, a 
Domestic Gardener, William a 
schoolboy together with two 
daughters. Raymond is living in 
Erith with an Aunt/Uncle and is a 
Boot shop errand boy.  

Image 1: Private Raymond Weston, Driver William Weston, Private John Weston 

By 1915 all the boys were serving soldiers and it is assumed that Mrs Weston and family were provided for 
financially partly by army allowances from 3 sons. An assumption supported by John Alexander Weston’s 
Army Service Records.  

John Weston enlisted at Crowborough as a Territorial in the 5th (Cinque Ports) Royal Sussex Regiment in 
Sept 1911. In 1913 he joined the Regular Army and transferred to the 4th Hussars of The Line, based at that 
time in Dublin.  Among the first troops to be deployed with the BEF he was wounded by gunshot in the left 
thigh and leg in 1915 and subsequently spent time at a hospital in Chichester. It appears that as a 
consequence of his wound he was ‘temporarily’ transferred to the Mounted Military Police in 1916 but spent 
the remainder of his miltary career with the MMP, much of the time based at Grantham. He married in 1917 
when his army allowance to his mother came under review and he remained with the MMP until his eventual 
discharge in 1920/21 after successfully applying for a disability allowance. In 1939 he is recorded as being at 
the Royal Hospital Chelsea. 

Raymond Weston’s Service Records are missing but it is known that he also enlisted in the Hussars in 1914,  
subsequently transferred to the Machine Gun Corps and at a later stage back to the Cavalry. In 1918 he was 
awarded the Military Medal. No citation has been discovered but the MM itself is engraved on the reverse 
with the words FOR BRAVERY IN THE FIELD. He survived the war and married at Croydon in 1919. 

Little is known of William’s war as, again, his Service Records are missing. He enlisted in 1914 in one of the 
transport services and is reported by the K&SC as safely arriving in Mesopotamia in 1918.  All three men are 
believed to have survived the war.  Lucky Mrs Weston. 

The death of one man is recorded on the Mayfield war memorial for June 
1915.  Cadwallader John Coker, 2nd Lt 1st Welsh Regiment was killed in 
action on 22 June 1915, aged 23.  Cadwallader was born in Bath, the son 
of a solicitor, who sadly died when Cadwallader was a young boy.  
Cadwallader was educated at Wellington College and then Oriel College, 
Oxford before being gazetted to the Welsh Guards in the autumn of 1914.  
He was sent to the Western Front in March 1915 and was slightly wounded 
at Hooge by heavy enemy shelling on Whit Monday in May 1915.  On the 
22nd June he was killed in action in the trenches at St. Eloi, Belgium, by a 
German sniper.  He is buried at Ridge Wood Military Cemetery in Belgium.   
He was a sporting man, who played cricket, hockey and football for his 
college at Oxford as well as being part of the shooting team.  He had held 
the rank of Sergeant in the O.T.C. (officer training corps) at both Wellington 
and Oxford.  When he was injured in Hooge his Medical Officer said “he 
was a fine type of officer and gentleman.”  On his death, his commanding 
officer wrote that he was “always most gallant and very popular.”  



Cadwallader’s connection to Mayfield seems to be through his mother.  She was a widow by 1901, and in 
1911 was a boarder of private means in Queen’s Gate, London.   At some time afterwards she moved to 
Mayfield, for reasons unknown, and lived the rest of her life at The Grove, Lane End, Mayfield until she died 
in 1935.  Cadwallader’s older brother, Lewis, was a Major and died on active service in World War II. 
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