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Newsletter – May 2015 
Sausage & Mash 

Our annual tribute to St George, Patron Saint of Georgia, Syria, Greece and 
England and itinerant consultant on dragon slaying, took place again at the 
Ketton Sports Club on Thursday, 23 April. Our Branch Sausage & Mash lunch 
is always a popular event, attended by Rob Persani of Rutland Radio and over 
40 members who tucked into heaps of mash, piles of sausages, a greenery of 
mushy peas, and lakes of gravy. Our thanks go to Di and her team, especially 
as they also donated the gratuity we collected for them to the East Anglia 
Children’s Hospice Trust. The raffle did well too, thanks as ever to Roy and 
Marian and everyone who brought prizes, making £84 which, with two further 
donations on the day, raised another £100 towards the cost of the minibus. 
 

 
Branch Welfare 
We have been asked to report on the number of welfare enquiries which we handle or advise on each month. In April we dealt 
with a total of 49 such welfare enquiries at our welfare workshops on the military bases, and in other situations in Stamford 
during March. But we know that our members frequently help other members, friends and family in many ways which ought 
also to be included in our statistics. Such examples would be running someone to their GP or a hospital appointment, visiting 
someone in hospital or care home etc. If you help someone, who has served in the Armed Forces or is a dependent of 
someone who has, Brian Marsden (01778 342153) would like to know each month -  everything in strict confidence (no 
names, no details, no dates).  
 
Welfare Workshops 
For many years we have demonstrated the Legion’s welfare services and given advice on individual welfare problems on our 
nearby military bases. We have now been invited to join the Citizens Advice Bureau in providing a similar service one day a 
week in their walk-in centre in the High Street. Alan Patrick will lead the team and has asked members, who would like to 
join him in this important and fundamental role of the Legion, to contact him on 01780 754347. 
 
Branch Minibus 
We now have a new minibus. It is a 2.4 litre diesel Ford Transit seating 15 
(including the driver).  We are currently going through the bureaucracy to have 
it registered and tested but it should be ready for use in the near future. We 
would like to express our thanks to all those members who have so generously 
contributes to the cost of the minibus. Contributions are still coming in steadily, 
but we still need more …! 
Now that we have our new minibus, we propose to launch it with an outing to 
the London Eye, probably in June. If you are interested, please ring Pat Savory 
(01780 755208) so that we can assess demand, a suitable date, costs, etc. 
 

 

                Branch Patron: Air Vice Marshal Peter Dodworth, CB, OBE, AFC, BSc, FRAeS, DL 

The Royal British Legion 
             Stamford Branch 

                                            Formed 7 June 1922 
Websites: http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/branches/stamford 

       http://www.facebook.com/RBLStamford                     
www.twitter.com/Stamford_RBL 

 

                Affiliated with     : 2 Squadron (Stamford Detachment), Lincolnshire Army Cadet Force, 2005 
            : 2071 (Stamford) Squadron, Air Training Corps, 2007 
                     Twinned with Isle of Bute Branch, Royal British Legion Scotland, 2009 
                          
                              Legion Contact Centre:  0808 8028080     
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 VE Day 
The Town Hall will mark the 70th 
Anniversary of VE Day with a two-
minute Silence on the steps in St Mary’s 
Street at 3.00pm on Friday, 8 May. More 
details to follow when available.  
 

.County Service of 
Rededication 
The County’s annual Service of 
Rededication will take place on Sunday, 
10 May at St Denys Parish Church, 
Sleaford, NG34 7SH, at 3pm. The 
Parade for the march to the Church will 
muster in Eastgate Car Park at 14.20.  It 
would be nice if some Stamford 
members, with the Branch Standard, 
could take part in this event this year 
 

 Volunteers 
In recent months we have asked 
members to come forward to help as a 
Branch Standard Bearer or Parade 
Marshal, to help to decorate the War 
memorial each month (all in February), 
or to be a Branch Visitor (April). Sadly, 
no one has responded.  
 

 Wanted - Stamford 
Town Ambassadors  
Based in Stamford bus station, work in 
pairs, meet and greet visitors arriving by 
coach, wear Georgian clothing (provided 
free, courtesy of Sukie's), spread 
goodwill among visitors, give out town 
maps, give directions, pose for 
photographs (very popular with visitors 
from the USA), must be over 18.  
Hours: Fridays (busiest day) & 
Saturdays 1000-1200 & 1200-1400, only 
expected to do one two-hour session. 
Any availability would be helpful (ie no 
long-term commitment expected). No 
pay, but a guaranteed glow of 
satisfaction from a job well done! 
Please let Max Sawyer 
(audsaw@aol.com; or 01780 765507)  
know if you or any of your friends or 
family members are interested. 
 

 RAFA 
Stamford and District Branch is now 
closed. They will however continue to 
parade their Branch Standard where 
appropriate.  They will also continue to 
maintain their website - 
http://rafastamford.webplus.net - in an 
attempt to keep members informed. 
 

In brief… 
 

Cycling Sportive 
Members will recall that the Peterborough 5x5 Challenge group raised £5000 for 
the Branch Poppy Appeal with a Family Fun Run last November.  On Sunday, 12 
July they are holding a Cycling Sportive and hope to raise another £4000 for our 
Poppy Appeal. 
The cycling will be four different rides with distances of 50, 70, and 100 miles. 
They will start at Bourne Grammar School and take in Stamford, Oundle, 
Kimbotlon, Sawtry, Wansford, and the Bythems (not the exact route). 
The organisers have asked for our members’ help to act as volunteers, stewards etc.  
Would anyone who could spare a couple of hours and would like to help Terry 
Murphy and his colleagues to help our Poppy Appeal, please ring Peter Wharam 
on 01780 753735. 
 
Poppy Appeal Awards 
We are putting together a new list of volunteers who have helped in recent years 
with the Poppy Appeal and should be recognised with a Poppy Appeal Award.  
These are awarded for 10, 15, 20, and more years’ service and were last awarded in 
the Branch following the Poppy Appeal in November 2012. We know most of the 
volunteers who have helped us since, but if you wish to make sure that your 
contributions are known to us, please give Peter Wharam a ring on 01780 753735 
 
Dorothy Kettle/Peter Green 
I regret to report the death of two of our members 
on 20 April – Dorothy Kettle and Peter Green 
Dorothy joined the Branch only in 2012, after her 
husband Colin had died. But she, with Colin, had 
contributed for many years to the activities of the 
Branch, especially to keeping the War Memorial 
clean and decorated. Sadly, she had not been well 
during the past year and passed away in hospital 
after a short illness.  Dorothy’s funeral will take 
place at All Saints’ Church at 2.00pm on 
Thursday, 30 April. 

Peter joined the Branch in 2010 when he moved to Stamford to be near his family. 
He never served in the Armed Forces but, as a merchant seaman he saw more than 
his fair share of military activity in WWII. Peter was a regular attendant at our 
monthly meetings and a more than generous contributor to our raffle takings! 
Again, Peter passed away after a short illness and has now joined his beloved wife 
who died only last year. I regret that we do know of the funeral arrangements yet. 

I join with all our members in sending our deepest sympathies to the families of 
Dorothy and Peter at their sad losses. We will remember them. 
 
COMING EVENTS 
Fri,     8 May VE Day 
Sun, 10 May County Service of Rededication, Sleaford 
Sat,    6 June RBL Stibbington coach trip to Bletchley 
Sun, 14 June Mayor’s Civic Parade  
Wed, 17 June ‘Millstone Grit’, Borderville Sports Centre 
Sat,   27 June Armed Forces Day 
Fri,   15 Aug VJ Day 
Sun, 20 Sept Battle of Britain Service & Parade 
Thurs, 3 Dec Concert by the Band of the Parachute Regiment, 

 Stamford Boys School 

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING        
1900 hrs, Wednesday, 13 May, Clare Close Community Room       

NEXT BRANCH SOCIALS      
1930 hrs, Wednesday, 20 May – Borderville Sports entre  

WALK-IN WELFARE WORKSHOPS 
RAF Wittering – Tuesday/Wednesday, 19/20 May 
Kendrew Barracks – Tuesday/Wednesday, 
26/27 May 
St George’s Barracks – Thursday, 28 May 

Steve Bonde,  
Editor 

01780 757041 
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