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Newsletter –FEBRUARY 2012 
 

Branch Christmas Dinner 
The Royal Artillery again did us proud when they 
hosted us for our second Branch Christmas Dinner 
in the WOs’ and Sergeants’ Mess on 7 January.  We 
were a bit late this year as all the cooks and 
‘volunteer’ serving staff disappeared on leave quite 
early before Christmas – all part of their deployment 
preparations. 
If anything, this Dinner was even better than last 
year. We still enjoyed all the glitter of the silver, the 
candlelight, the grand, imposing setting, and the 
immaculate catering and waiter service of the young 
servicemen, but the event itself was more relaxed 
this year.  We were seated ten to a round table which 
enabled us to talk to more of our neighbours rather 

than just with whoever was sat next to or immediately opposite you. And the buffet service certainly speeded the proceedings 
up.The dinner itself was excellent – a really good choice both of meats and vegetables, lashings of gravy, and of desserts – 
and all beautifully cooked and presented. A very special thank you also goes to the chef who prepared a whole meal 
especially for one person who is both a coeliac and a vegetarian – she was very impressed and well-satisfied.  
A good feature of the dinner was the spread of generations among us, including many in their 20s, their 30s and 40s. And also 
the large number of people who were not Branch members, or even Legion members! We hope that we gave a good account 
of ourselves and that some of them will be persuaded to join the 
Legion, preferably Stamford Branch. 
After the meal, the Loyal Toast, and a toast to ‘The Regiment’, our 
Chairman John Copeland reviewed the wide range of activities which 
we are considering to celebrate our Branch 90th Anniversary and Her 
Majesty’s Diamond Jubilee in 2012; He also called upon all members 
to help and to take part.  Then our co-Guest of Honour, Lt Col James 
Phillips, CO of 16 Regiment RA, welcomed us all and spoke of how 
good it was that his Service personnel and their families were able to 
meet the wider community through their growing links with the 
Branch. He expressed his thanks on behalf of the entire British Army 
for all the support which they receive from the Legion. That message 
of the Legion’s work needed to be spread more among the wider 
community. 
Grp Capt Richard Hill, our other Co-Guest of Honour and Station Commander of RAF Wittering, also stressed how the links 
between the RAF – and all the Armed Forces – between the ex-Services community were very close and getting even closer. 
He thanked us for the Legion’s support during the current period of Service redundancies; the old days of us and them were 
firmly gone. He was especially impressed by the Legion’s support for Service families, quoting one particular case. The 
Legion was more relevant today than ever. He concluded by saying that he was so impressed by the Legion that he was 
personally going to join Stamford Branch. He then asked all non-Legion members present to join him in a toast the The Royal 
British Legion. 
A really good evening then concluded with the usual raffle which, with the help of a beautiful cake baked by Doris Jibb, 
raised £168, and the clearing of the floor for a disco. We thank everyone who contributed to the success of this evening – to 

 

 

 

 

 



Safeguarding the welfare, interests and memory of those who are serving or who have served in H. M. Armed Forces 
Registered Charity No: 219279 

2 

 

Bill Turner, John Copeland and WOII Lee Williams who did all the donkey work in its organisation, the catering 
and serving staff, the Royal Artillery for their hospitality (and bar prices!) and for providing transport to and from 
Stamford, as always everyone who contributed to the raffle and to Roy and Marian for running it, and to all those 
members and non-members who took part.   Steve Bonde 

                                                                                                    
Poppy Calls 

Older members may recall the pilot launch of Poppy Calls in Lincolnshire in 
2007 – the Legion scheme to help vulnerable people with odd jobs around 
the house. Mrs  Frances Parker , Manager of Poppy Calls since it started, 
was the Guest of Honour at the County’s Annual Conference this year.  She 
said that they now have 20 vans on the road and had completed 20,000 jobs 
throughout the country.  Poppy Calls is now the second most visible service 
in the country and continues to develop and extend its activities. They aim to 
have 31 vans covering the whole of the country by 2015. They won the 
award as the Home Improvement Agency of the Year for 2011. 
The service they provide is free but they have received over £30,000 in 
donations from grateful ‘customers’ since they started and they are, as a 
result, looking at the possibility of extending their service to beneficiaries 

who can afford to pay the cost. They have also recently extended their services to the younger generation, 
especially to Service families where the husband/father is on extended deployment 
All Poppy Calls engineers are CRB checked and caseworker trained so that they can act as the eyes and ears of the 
Legion to identify any other needs in the houses they visit. Mrs Parker added that one of their greatest assets was 
the feeling of trust and security that their beneficiaries have in them; they trust our Poppy Calls engineers. The 
jobs they do are small but are essential to enable vulnerable people to maintain their independence in their own 
homes. A home should be warm, safe and comfortable and not an obstacle.  Steve Bonde 

 
Troop Parcels 
The Branch resumed its programme of troop parcels, after 
the Christmas break. Laura English has kindly taken over 
responsibility for the parcels and, through the good offices 
of the Stamford Mercury, has obtained a fresh stock of 
materials to send to the troops in Afghanistan. Laura of 
course has a vested interest in this programme as her own 
husband, Richie, is himself due for deployment there 
shortly!! 
Laura got off to an early start however when she, with 

several of her friends, other wives at RAF Wittering and even two 
ladies who responded to her Facebook invitation, gathered in 
Clare Close on 21 January for their first packing session. Soon the 
familiar filling, weighing, wrapping and labelling ‘departments’ 
were in full swing and, as you will see here, triumphantly packed 
50 parcels.  Branch membership forms were handed out! 
Laura hopes to hold another packing session in a few weeks time 
and would welcome the help of other Branch members and 
spouses and also contributions to the stockpile. You can contact 
Laura on 01780 765612 or at lau_900@hotmail.com. 

 
Healthy Troops 
Thanks to Amanda Williams for donating via the legion, a 
large quantity of health and vitamin tablets for our serving 
troops. This is the second such donation she has made. 
Amanda can supply a variety of health foods and supplements: 
see her web site www.cytoplan.co.uk 

 
We would like to thank Steve, who, as usual, has contributed most of the material for this newsletter. It would be 
really good if some of you out there could send me items, jokes or pictures for the newsletters, as he would love to 
retire! If you attend a function or other RBL related event please contribute.  Thanks  Brian and Pat. 

A Job Well Done 

Filling Depsartment 

Savings Scheme 
The committee voted to discontinue The ‘savings’ scheme 
which was set up to save for outings. Any monies paid in 
will be refunded. If you are owed a refund please contact 
the treasurer, Keith Mellowes, on 01780 755864. 
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County Annual Conference 2012  
I was your Branch Delegate at the County Annual Conference at Horncastle on 14 January. It was a businesslike affair with 
nothing really of contention to disturb the family atmosphere. 

Legion membership continues to decline and the number of Branches has fallen from 8000 to 4000 in the last ten years. 
Membership in Lincolnshire, however, continues to hover at about 6000, with 59 Branches and 10 Clubs. The recruitment of 
over 800 new members during the year was excellent but showed that retention remained a major problem. For the eighth 
year, Lincolnshire nevertheless continues to be held up as a beacon county with a reputation in the Legion second to none.  

The County welfare team was the busiest in the country, spending £250,000 in 2011 on 1145 beneficiaries. They worked 
closely with Poppy Calls and the CAB and their liaison with other groups had enabled them secure over £300,000 in 
almonisation.  

Legion campaigning in 2011 had been very successful with many of the principles of the Honour the Covenant campaign 
being incorporated into the new Armed Forces Act, the re-appointment of a Chief Coroner, and the changes to the Armed 
Forces Compensation Scheme which had generated £40 million more to the Services. It had been a bumper year too for 
fundraising – the Poppy Appeal had raised £34.2 million in 20101/11 and had already equalled that figure for 2011/12. We 
could look forward to hitting the £40 million target. The County’s Poppy Appeal 2010/11 raised £731,964.13 - £25,000 up on 
the previous year – and our Appeal for 2011/12 had already exceeded £735,000. We could look forward to a record total 
again this year. Fundraising was vital to the Legion’s work. Income in 2010 had been £152m but expenditure on welfare 
alone had been £70.4m and £29.7m on 1103 paid staff (of whom 713 worked on welfare). The increase in the membership fee 
of £1 a year for the next 6 years was helpful but not as much as he had hoped. Membership financing remained a problem. 
Nevertheless the Legion had been able to give £5m for the Centre for Blast Injuries Studies at UCL, as well as contributing to 
the cost of Recovery Centres around the country. This was money well spent. 

County finances are in good shape but the annual County administration funding 
support from the centre has been cancelled. The Central Awards Committee has 
however awarded £22,000 to the Nomad Trust; but our County Chairman hoped that 
Lincolnshire Branches would be able to raise this sum themselves – we can expect a 
letter from him on these lines. 

I spoke in support of the only Motion on the agenda that time be made at the National 
Conference for delegates to ask Trustees, Membership Council Members, Directors 
and Heads of Department about Legion aspects for which they are responsible. The 
Motion was passed; we shall see if they will allow it on to the National Conference 
agenda! 

Finally there were a number of elections and awards, notably: 

Bridget Wilcox (County Prinicipal Recruiting Officer) defeated Richard Hewitt for 
County Vice Chairman for the next three years. After winning it for the last three 
years, we graciously allowed Gedney Drove End & Dawsmere Branch to hold the 
Sheppard Cup (for best Branch recruitment) for a year; we shall take it back next year. 
And, as shown here, I received a County Certificate of Appreciation for services in 
projecting the County’s work outside Lincolnshire.   Steve Bonde 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

RBL Centre for Blast Injury Studies 
In a matter of moments a roadside bomb can cause life-changing 
injuries for Service men and women. The Legion has recently 
provided £5 million to help establish The Royal British Legion 
Centre for Blast Injury Studies at Imperial College. It's the first 
collaboration of its kind in the UK, where civilian engineers will 
work alongside military doctors, supported by charitable funding. 
This Centre is the first collaboration of its kind in the UK, where 
civilian engineers will work alongside military doctors, supported 
by charitable funding, to reduce the effects of roadside bombs or 
Improvised Explosive Devices (IEDs) - the leading cause of death 
and injury  
Money well spent !!!! 

RAFA Annual General Meeting(AGM) 
The AGM this year will be held at the Masonic Hall, 
Stamford on Thursday 22 March 2012 @ 19.30 for 20.00 
hours. All members are cordially invited to attend. The 
previous year’s Minutes are available to Members from 
the Branch Secretary and Committee nominations and 
Resolutions can be passed to the Secretary, Tony Purkis on 
01780-753345 not later than 1 week prior to the meeting. 
The Annual Audited Accounts may be viewed at the 
AGM. The bar will be open prior to and immediately 
after the formal business and light refreshments will be 
available following the AGM. 



Safeguarding the welfare, interests and memory of those who are serving or who have served in H. M. Armed Forces 
Registered Charity No: 219279 

4 

 

 
 
 
RBL Minibus 
The new minibus is now ready for use. It has had a makeover and, 
as you can see, has been painted, logo’d. etc.  and looks brilliant. 
The minibus will be available for community groups to use, with a 
donation of at least £50expected towards the upkeep, as well as 
the user putting in their own diesel.  Drivers need to fulfil 
insurance criteria, namely be between the ages of 25 and 70 years 
and there would be no exception to this. The use of the minibus is 
being co-ordinated by John Ingham and he can be contacted 01780 
755207. Please make anyone you know  in the community, who 
might be interested, aware that it is available. We are very grateful 
to Steve Barker and his company for the art work, decals and 
bodywork, and to Bernard Howard and his company for the two 
new tyres and other contributions. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

             

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
COMING EVENTS: 
February 21st:  see below 
March 20th ….. tba 
April 17th ….    Tba 
 
Remember!! June 2012, Various 90th Anniversary Events. 

 
 

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING 
1900 hrs, Tuesday, 14th  February, Clare Close Community 
Room     

NEXT BRANCH GENERAL SOCIAL 
20.00 hrs  Tuesday 21st February, Cummins Club . New 
members Social. Speaker: Jo Ticehearst, County Fundraising 
Officer. 

 
 
 
    Best Wishes to our members 
    Brian and Pat 
 
 

 

 

A Politically Correct Ethnic Joke  
An Englishman, a Scotsman, an Irishman, a Welshman, a Latvian, a Turk, a German, an Indian, several Americans 
(including a southerner, a New Englander, a Texan, and a Californian), an Argentinean, a Dane, an Australian, a 
Slovakian, an Egyptian, a Japanese, a Moroccan, a Frenchman, a New Zealander, a Spaniard, a Russian, a Guatemalan, a 
Colombian, a Pakistani, a Malaysian, a Croatian, a Uzbek, a Cypriot, a Pole, a Lithuanian, a Chinese, a Sri Lankan, a 
Lebanese, a Cayman Islander, a Ugandan, a Vietnamese, a Korean, a Uruguayan, a Czech, an Icelander, a Mexican, a 
Finn, a Honduran, a Panamanian, an Andorran, an Israeli, a Venezuelan, a Fijian, a Peruvian, an Estonian, a Brazilian, a 
Portuguese, a Liechtensteiner, a Mongolian, a Hungarian, a Canadian, a Moldovan, a Haitian, a Norfolk Islander, a 
Macedonian, a Bolivian, a Cook Islander, a Tajikistani, a Samoan, an Armenian, an Aruban, an Albanian, a Greenlander, a 
Micronesian, a Virgin Islander, a Georgian, a Bahaman, a Belarusian, a Cuban, a Tongan, a Cambodian, a Qatari, an 
Azerbaijani, a Romanian, a Chilean, a Kyrgyzstani, a Jamaican, a Filipino, a Ukrainian, a Dutchman, a Ecuadorian, a 
Costa Rican, a Swede, a Bulgarian, a Serb, a Swiss, a Greek, a Belgian, a Singaporean, an Italian, a Norwegian and 
several Africans all walk into a fine, expensive, upmarket restaurant  The Maitre d' scrutinises the group one by one and 
stops their entrance saying,   Sorry, you can't come in here without a Thai." 

.Attention All Standard Bearers. 
Thanks to all who attended our first school of the year 
at Louth. We are always looking for new members and 
welcome all standard bearers and friends to any of our 
meetings. Why not join us for an informal session to 
brush up your skills or even learn from scratch. We do 
not aim to make everyone National Standard Bearers 
but everyone agrees that all benefit from a few lessons 
and even the best normally pick up a few tips. Anyone 
parading this year really should consider 
attending, even if only your local school. 
We have a very short committee meeting at 2pm sharp 
where you can learn of forthcoming events, followed 
by instruction and then a cup of tea and chat to finish.  
Come and make the effort. It WILL be worthwhile, 
keep raising your Standards!!!  
 2012 dates for standard bearers schools are; 
Crowland 11th March 
Louth       10th June 
Crowland 23rd September. ( AGM and Uniform 
Inspection ) 
All are 1.30 for 2pm start. 
 Also coming up on the 11th of February is the 
Regional finals at Northampton ( next step National 
competition) where we will be represented by the 
County Standard Bearer, Richard Kent, and I am sure 
he will be pleased to see as many supporters there as 
possible. 
 Need any more information? contact Alan Canham 
01406 330295 email alancanham351@btinternet.com 


