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Your President signs the Book of Peace. 
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Newsletter – April 2015 
Single Commemorative Act 
Stamford Town Hall hosted a ‘single commemorative act’ on 9 March to 
mark the centenary of WWI. The procedure was the same for every civic 
authority, fly the Commonwealth Flag over the Town Hall and for the 
Mayor to invite fellow Councillors and local dignitaries to join with every 
Civic Head in the United Kingdom in holding this ceremony concurrently. 
Among those invited in Stamford were senior officers from RAF Wittering 
and St George’s Barracks, and your Branch President and Chairman. 
We were met on arrival with a display of a Poppy surrounded by four lit 
candles, each representing 1914, 1915,1916, and 1917. Cllr Clem Walden, 
Mayor of Stamford, greeted us and read out the statement by Sir Edward 
Grey that  “The lamps are going out all over Europe, we shall not see them  
lit again in our lifetime”.  He then extinguished the candles, explaining that 
‘we are symbolically representing the feeling of darkness that came over 
Europe 100 years ago. In 2018, after the annual candle is extinguished and 
a brief period of darkness, this room will be lit by the lighting of all four 
candles - this symbolic gesture will represent ultimately how light won through the darkness’. 
All lights were then extinguished and, after a two minute silence, he then relit one symbolic candle which will remain alight 
for the next 12 months as a reminder to all who see it not only of the sacrifices made during the past 100 years through 
conflicts in which this country has been involved but also as a symbol of hope that we will work towards understanding 
between peoples. 
Finally a number of WWI poems were read, including The Lark, and Magpies in Picardy, and an elegy on Lt A.W.S. Cowie, 
a Master at Stamford School before the War, and a signing of a commemorative Book of Peace by all present. 
 
The Goldfish Club 

We enjoyed one of our best talks at our monthly meeting on 18 
March when Sqn Ldr Art Stacey AFC came to tell us about the 
Goldfish Club. The club is one of three select groups – the 
Caterpillar Club whose members have all had to land by parachute, 
the Guinea Pig Club whose members all suffered severe burns in 
an aircraft, and the Goldfish Club whose members have all 
survived ditching an aircraft in the water.  
He described, with many tales or derring-do, how the Club started 
in 1942 and has been extended over the years to include people 
who have had to parachute into the water and also to conflicts 
beyond WWII, before and after. He concluded by describing his 
own experience when he had to ditch a Nimrod into the sea 
following a catastrophic fire in one of engines. 
Finally he showed us the book shown here which includes many of 
their stories. It is available at £11 for the hardback and £5 for the 
paperback from their Shop Manager, Steve Hart via their website: 
goldfishclub.co.uk. 

 

                Branch Patron: Air Vice Marshal Peter Dodworth, CB, OBE, AFC, BSc, FRAeS, DL 

The Royal British Legion 
             Stamford Branch 

                                            Formed 7 June 1922 
Websites: http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/branches/stamford 

       http://www.facebook.com/RBLStamford                     
www.twitter.com/Stamford_RBL 

 

                Affiliated with     : 2 Squadron (Stamford Detachment), Lincolnshire Army Cadet Force, 2005 
            : 2071 (Stamford) Squadron, Air Training Corps, 2007 
                     Twinned with Isle of Bute Branch, Royal British Legion Scotland, 2009 
                          
                              Legion Contact Centre:  0808 8028080     
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 RAFA Stamford 
The RAFA Stamford Annual General 
Meeting on 18 March was well attended 
but received only two offers to hold 
Committee positions. This is not enough 
and the Branch is now in the hands of 
their Area HQ. The Branch is likely to 
become a Registered Members Group 
(RMG). This is a one or two person 
local contact who can parade the Branch 
Standard and act as a source for dates 
and times of parades etc. 
 

 Diary Date 
We have booked a male, folk-singing 
group Millstone Grit to perform for us at 
our monthly General Meeting on 
Wednesday, 17 June at the Borderville 
Sports Centre. They are very good and 
we are using the occasion to raise funds 
for our new minibus, so do bring not just 
yourselves but also your friends. 
 

Battle of Britain Service, 
Peterborough 
Peterborough RAFA are holding the 
Battle of Britain service at Peterborough 
Cathedral on 27 September 2015. More 
details when available 
 

 Branch Visitors 
Visiting our beneficiaries and their 
families has long been a core activity for 
our branches. We need to identify and 
visit potential beneficiaries in their 
homes or in hospital to establish any 
needs, to take beneficiaries to hospital 
appointments if there is no other 
transport, and also to keep a watching 
brief on beneficiaries after a welfare 
case has been concluded, so that follow-
up action can be identified and fed into 
the welfare system in good time. No 
specific training, not even CRB 
clearance, will be need for this role. But 
we do need as many volunteers as 
possible who wish to contribute to this 
essential, core role of the Branch, to 
please ring Brian Marsden, our Welfare 
Representative, on 01778 342153 

In brief… 
 

  
Sausage & Mash 
We shall again celebrate the anniversary of St George, the patron saint of sausages, 
with a Sausage & Mash lunch on Thursday, 23 April. This popular annual event 
will take place at the Ketton Sports Club at 12.00 for 12.30pm. The ticket price 
will be £8.50, payable in cash or by cheque (Royal British Legion Social Fund) at 
the door, and will include sausage and mash (obviously), and something sticky 
afterwards. Bookings are coming in fast, so let Pat Savory (01780 755208) know 
quickly if you want to come. And could you also please bring a raffle prize to help 
to raise funds for our new minibus. 
 
Langham Dome 

Your President (me) and Edith Elliott represented the 
Branch at a lovely church service and unveiling by 
AVM Nigel Bairsto of a memorial plaque at 
Langham Dome in north Norfolk on 28 March. The 
event commemorated the 70th anniversary of the 
tragic crash there of 524 Squadron Wellington 
bomber ‘F’ for Freddie on the night of 26 March 
1945. The link with Stamford was the pilot who died 
in the crash, W/O John Brogan, who went to 
Stamford School and is named on our War Memorial 
in Broad Street. Also there was Peter Baker and 
David Harris of Empingham Branch representing 
David’s brother, Flt Sgt Frederick Harris who also 
died in the crash 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COMING EVENTS 
Thurs, 23 April St George’s Day Sausage & Mash, Ketton Sports Club 
Fri, 24 April St George’s Day Concert, St Kyneburgha’s Church, Castor 
Sun, 10 May County Service of Rededication, Sleaford 
Sun, 14 June Mayor’s Civic Parade  
Wed, 17 June ‘Millstone Grit’, Borderville Sports Centre 
Sun, 20 Sept Battle of Britain Service & Parade 
Thurs, 3 Dec Concert by the Band of the Parachute Regiment, 

 Stamford Boys School 

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING        
1900 hrs, Wednesday, 8 March, Clare Close Community Room       

NEXT BRANCH SOCIALS      
1930 hrs, Wednesday, 23 March – Sausage & Mash, Ketton Sports Club  

WALK-IN WELFARE WORKSHOPS 
RAF Wittering – Tuesday/Wednesday, 14/15 Apr 
Kendrew Barracks – Tuesday/Wednesday, 21/22 Apr 
St George’s Barracks – Thursday, 23 April 

 

Branch Minibus 
Last month we reported that we were 
considering buying a 16 seat minibus to 
replace our present 13 seater vehicle. We 
raised this issue at the Branch General 
meeting on 18 March when the members 
present voted and gave their general 
approval for the proposed upgrade. The 
vehicle shown last month is no longer 
available but we have now gone firm on 
another, similar vehicle.  
We would like to thank all those 
members who have so generously 
contributed, and continue to contribute to 
raising the funds for this new vehicle. 
You are each of you a credit to the 
Branch and to the spirit of comradeship 
which we aim to maintain among us. 

Poppy Appeal 
The total for all Lincolnshire 
Branches has so far reached 
£822,588.58 (up 5% on 2013-2014). 
The top four are: 
 

Lincoln £72,354.18   
Stamford £42,062.94 (up 7%) 
Grimsby £40,977.38   
Grantham £32,630 (up 17%) 
 

As you can see, Stamford has done 
extremely well. Thanks again to all 
our volunteers last November; you 
can feel very proud for what we have 
achieved                               Regards, 

Jim Jackson, 
 Poppy Appeal Organiser 

 

Steve Bonde,  
Editor 

01780 757041 


