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      The Royal British Legion 
             Stamford Branch 

                             90th Anniversary Year - Formed 7 June 1922 
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                Affiliated with     : 2 Squadron (Stamford Detachment), Lincolnshire Army Cadet Force, 2005 
            : 2071 (Stamford) Squadron, Air Training Corps, 2007 
                         Twinned with Isle of Bute Branch, Royal British Legion Scotland, 2009 

 
The cake baked by Elizabeth Gibbons 

Bob Woodward receiving a 
certificate for the wonderful 
logistical support by 
R.J.Scoles during the Poppy 
Appeal 

Jean Simpson 
We very much regret to report the death of Jean Simpson; she passed 
away on 11 December after a long illness.  
Jean had many and long associations with this Branch. She was the 
wife of Capt. Bill Simpson, our Branch Chairman and President for 
decades until his death in January 2005. But she was also a member of 
the Stamford Women’s Section and RWVS for many years, plus 
many other organizations in Stamford, and of course was Mayoress 
when Bill was Mayor. 
Jean was an accomplished pianist and often sang and played at the old 
Darby & Joan Club. She will be sadly missed by many.  
The funeral will take place at Barn Hill Methodist Church at 12.00 on 
Tuesday, 10 January. All members are encouraged to attend. Dress – 
blazers and shiny shoes and berets. 
 We will remember her. 
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Newsletter – January 2012 
 

Poppy Appeal Party 
Our Branch Poppy Appeal Party on 13 December was a real celebration Over 70 of us, 
members and guests, crowded into Cummins Club to hear our Chairman report that our 
Poppy Appeal this year has already raised a record sum of £38,858 – over a £1000 more 
than last year’s total, and we shall of course continue to receive various monies for the 
Appeal right through to next June. Jim & Pauline Rimmington, and their helpers, rightly 
received a warm round of applause from everyone. 
Our Guest of Honour, Cllr John Binder, the Town Mayor, then presented Branch 
Certificates of Appreciation to all our star collectors, personal and corporate, who had each 
collected over £100 this year. It is invidious to pick out one recipient over another but 
special mention must be made of Darren Rawnsley’s new Stamford Community Youth 
Team, formed only in the past few weeks, who collected £233.87, and Stamford ATC and 
Stamford ACF who collected £649.44 and £505.19 respectively. There’s no much wrong 
with today’s young generation !!!The two big 
collections were of course at Morrisons 
(£13,273.85) and Waitrose (£7293.24). And to 
think that a dozen years ago we had no one 
collecting at the then Somerfields. 
Afterwards we all fell on the buffet organized by 
Brian & Grace Marsden and cheered the raffle, 
courtesy as ever of Roy & Marian, which raised 
£132 on the night. An excellent night with lots of 
good news, good food (and drink), and good 
chatter. Thanks to everyone involved, including 
of course those who contributed raffle prizes. 
 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Dinner 7th January 
2012 

Still Time to Book…. 
Most of you will be aware that the date for our 
dinner is now 7th January. As of last year it will be 
at St Georges Barracks, but this year will be a less 
formal event. The meal will take the form of a 
carvery.. Tickets are on sale from Bill Turner on  
01780 766697, and he can take bookings up to the 
4th of January. The coach is fully booked and 
departs from the Danish Invader at 7pm. 
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Darren receives the certificate on 
behalf of his Youth Team 

 
 
 
 

Stamford Community Youth Team 
The Stamford Community Youth Team (SCYT) has been set up originally to work 
alongside the RBL. However, due to red tape etc we are formed as part of the local 
community and will assist the RBL when required, eventually, being affiliated to 
them. The team is made up of pupils from local schools, QE, Casterton and the High 
School. Connor and Ryan are in the 6th form at QE, Ben is in year 9 at Casterton, 
while Abigail is studying A2's at the HIgh School. 
  
So far there has only been one meeting and the decision was made to help out at the 
RBL Remembrance Parade collecting through the morning. Each team member has 
volunteered and wants to help make the community in Stamford a better place. They 
are led by myself but, they make the decisions and I am only a figure head. Amber 
will be joining our next meeting and getting involved also. We endeavour to ensure 
that the RBL is not just seen as a a body of people over a certain age carrying out the 
sale of poppies in November.  
  
SCYT has been created to get a group of youths involved in local community tasks. 
They will start by posting leaflets around the town encouraging membership. There 
is no cost for people to join or, to take part. What is expected, is team work, 
commitment and fun times. We will be operating out of the Clare Close Community 
Rooms and as I said, our first task is to hand out and deliver leaflets for advertising. I 
feel sure we will get a few replies. These things do not happen overnight and I/we are 
looking forward to really getting started. 

Darren Rawnsley 
 

             

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Branch Christmas Tree 

Did you see our Branch Christmas 
Tree this year in St John’s Christmas 
Tree & Crib Festival?  Colin 
Francis, along with Lana and Bill 
Wells, again produced a really 
striking entry with this year’s theme 
on the Legion’s of 90th 
AnniversaryAs you will see, he 
decorated it with, among other 
things, the Legion’s 90th anniversary 
logos and giant poppies. Many 
thanks, Colin. 

Casterton House Carol Service   
Many thanks to the sheep and shepherds who acted and sang in our own version of 
the Con Belto Choir. 
Elizabeth and Brian were particularly good shepherds! 

Carols at Tixover Grange 
Eight of us accepted the kind invitation of Tixover Grange to join them for their 
Carol Service on 22 December. It was a lovely event – a real Service of carols and 
readings in which we and the residents all joined in together. It is nice to see the 
effect visitors have on the residents who, for one reason or another, spend so much 
time in the same environment and with the same people. No doubt some of us will 
be in that situation one day. 

T
he highlight of the event – for us, if not for the residents – was when we Stamford 
members re-formed the Stamford RBL Can Belto Choir (above) for an impromptu 
belting out of We Wish You a Merry Christmas. We actually got a round of applause 
afterwards, but I am sure that I saw most of them also putting their hearing aids 
back in! 
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 Craft Days 
A reminder that Elizabeth Gibbons is 
looking for volunteers to be part of craft 
activities at St Georges’ barracks. This is 
an intiative to forge links between the 
RBL and the young wives and families 
who are often lonely while their 
husbands are away. Ring her on 01780 
756786 if you are interested in knowing 
more about times and dates. 
 

 Stamford School 
Looking back to October, our poppy 
appeal got off to a flying start raising the 
magnificent sum of £300 at their charity 
concert on 6th of October, featuring the 
Regimental Band of the Scots 
Guards.Our thanks go to George Woolf 
and to everyone who contributed to this 
event. He has already promised a similar 
event for next year 

 
 Troop Parcels 

Members will have seen from the 
Mercury, that Laura English has kindly 
taken over the troop parcels. Will any 
members who would care to help please 
contact her on 01780 765612.  She plans 
to send the first batch out in mis 
January. 
 

 Little Moppets 
Gordon and Jean Williams represented 
the Branch at the two Christmas plays 
put on this year by the Malcolm 
Seargent Primary School. It is lovely to 
watch these little moppets singing their 
hearts out for all the adults. 
 

In brief… 
 

 
 
                                                                                                                            
Stamford Christmas Festival 

Our Branch is now 
a fixed participant 
in this annual 
Festival, valued by 

the organizers for 
the Field Admin 
HQ we provide for 
their 
communications 
and control and for 
our marquees 
which they borrow 
for their own 
demonstrations. 

This suits us of course as it gives us another opportunity to keep our profile high 
in the town, to show the range of services we have to offer, and to raise a little 
cash and recruit the occasional member.  
The weather forecast for this year’s event was appalling but, in the event, we 
enjoyed a dry, sunny day until almost the very end of the Stamford Christmas 
Festival. We also had a good turnout of members, even in the afternoon, to man 
our unit. We engaged in plenty of banter with the ENORMOUS crowds who 
flowed past all day, as Ray Beresford demonstrates here. 
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The North Korean Army in mourning 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Telly repairs 
We are all familiar with the procedure to follow when the telly goes wrong. You try to find a TV repair man, but they all 
seem to have emigrated now. You then go to a retailer for advice and all you get is an intense sucking of the teeth, an ‘Aaaw, 
Mate!’ and advice that a call out fee will cost £50 plus the cost of any repairs, even if such repairs are possible – probably 
over £400. ‘Much cheaper to buy a new one, Mate, preferably from us.’ 
That happened to me this month. The screen went black, apart from that sentence of death - ‘No signal’. But this telly was 
only four years old. It could not have worn out, especially given the amount I watch it. But, after all the ‘helpful’ advice 
above, I consulted Yellow Pages and went to this man listed there in Stamford. He sorted it in three hours!!! He said that, 
apparently, it needed upgrading which he had done with a few bits and bobs he had about his person – total cost £48. It works 
fine again (even if the programmes are still rubbish). 
What gets me, apart from the earlier ‘helpful’ advice, is how can a brand-new 32”, HD Ready, flat screen, digital telly need 
‘up-grading a mere four years later?  I never knew that tellies could be or even needed to be ‘up-graded.  However, the moral 
of this meandering tale is – if your telly (or radio etc) goes on the blink, consult Mr Gaywood on 01780 751183. He is a 
genius. He also lives up Casterton Road. Shame he can’t fix the programmes too!                   Steve Bonde 

 
 
Branch plans in 2012  
The Stamford Branch celebrates its 90th anniversary in summer 2012. H.M. The Queen of course celebrates her Diamond 
Anniversary in June. Stamford Town Council have decided to base their Stamford Festival celebrations around that Jubilee.  
Armed Forces Week will again fall at the end of June. 
Your committee is considering a number of special events around these dates- a military tattoo, a 1960’s/70’s dance, possibly 
on the Rec, a children’s street party, rededication of the branch, a choral concert, and group photograph of all branch 
members, etc  Bill Turner is forming a sub committee to organise events next summer around the month of June and would 
love to hear from anyone who is willing to be part of this or who has any suggestions. Please contact him on 01780 766697. 

 
 
From the Editors 
Taking over the publishing of the newsletter is a daunting 
task, and Steve is very kindly helping in the learning 
process. We would love to have any items from any 
members for inclusion e.g. ideas on how the branch might 
better operate; ideas for new events; ideas for social 
evenings and welfare activities. Anything!! 
Any offers from members with computer skills to help will 
be gratefully snapped up, as Steve would like to retire 
completely without frequent desperate phone calls from us. 
 
 
COMING EVENTS  
Saturday 7th January        Christmas Dinner (see above) 
Tuesday21st February     New Members Social 

 
 

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING 
    1900 hrs, Tuesday, 10th January Clare Close Community Room     

NEXT BRANCH GENERAL SOCIAL 
    20.00 hrs  Tuesday 21st February, Cummins Club . 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Happy New Year to all our readers   
Brian and Pat  Savory 

Joint Editors. 


