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Newsletter – March 2015 
Branch Monthly Socials/ ‘Insult to Injury Campaign’ 
We have got into a bit of a tizwaz recently with our Branch Socials. In spite of this newsletter announcing last month that the 
Secretary of the Goldfish Club would entertain us in February with tales of the exploits of their members, this will now 
happen in March, on Wednesday 18 March at 8.00pm. 
The February Social gave us an opportunity to discuss as a Branch in open forum a new on-line campaign being mounted by 
the Royal British Legion. This is the ‘Insult to Injury’ campaign which calls on the UK, Welsh and Scottish Governments to 
change local authority guidelines around social care.  
Currently, War Pensioners injured in Service on or before 5 April 2005 receive a War Disablement Pension. Should a War 
Pensioner have social care needs, they routinely find that their local authority takes all but the first £10pw of their military 
compensation to cover the costs of their care. The Legion believes this is a violation of the principles of the Armed Forces 
Covenant. It is also despite the fact that a veteran with a similar injury, but who was injured on or after 6 April 2005, is able 
to keep all of their compensation payments. Local authorities must also exempt compensation that has been awarded to 
civilians who have been injured in the workplace, which is usually placed in a personal injury trust fund. 
The Legion is asking Branches and individual Legion members to help support this campaign. You can get involved by 
sending a template letter (available from me) to your local MP or by using our website: 
www.britishlegion.org.uk/insulttoinjury. You are welcome to personalise your letter as we appreciate you may have strong 
links with your local MPs.  
 
Branch Minibus 
We need to replace our 13 seater Branch minibus. It is not big enough for our 
purposes nowadays and has reached that age when it should be replaced anyway. 
We are looking at a Vauxhall Movano to replace it. It is about 7-8 years old, has 
16 seats, low mileage, and much better disabled access.  It is also powerful enough 
to pull properly our Branch mobile display unit. This new minibus would enable 
us to carry more passengers in greater comfort on day trips, even to remove 2 seats 
for wheelchair or luggage access, and mean that we could continue to project our 
Branch and the Legion generally far beyond Stamford. It will cost £4000 as seen.  
Several members have already offered to contribute to this cost and we wondered 
if more of our members would care to help us at, say, £10 a head to raise this sum. 
We need to clinch the deal as quickly as possible, so it would be helpful if those members who would like to help could send 
their £10 as soon as possible – in cash or cheque (Royal British Legion Stamford) in an envelope marked ‘Minibus’ to our 
Treasurer, Keith Mellowes, at 8 Oban Close, Stamford, PE9 2TT 

 
Amber Stokes 
Amber joined the Branch in August 2011 and immediately took over management of our Branch 
website and set up our Facebook and Twitter pages, dragging us screaming and kicking into the 
21st century. If you log on to them (details at the top of this newsletter) you will see what a 
magnificent job she has done. She has however just changed her job, which will leave her with 
must less free time and so, sadly, she has had to give up her media role for us and to step down 
from our Committee. She will remain a Branch member but John Copeland, Branch Chairman, 
has thanked her on behalf of us all for all her work for and contributions to the Branch. We wish 
her well in her new job. 

 

                Branch Patron: Air Vice Marshal Peter Dodworth, CB, OBE, AFC, BSc, FRAeS, DL 

The Royal British Legion 
             Stamford Branch 

                                            Formed 7 June 1922 
Websites: http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/branches/stamford 

       http://www.facebook.com/RBLStamford                     
www.twitter.com/Stamford_RBL 

 

                Affiliated with     : 2 Squadron (Stamford Detachment), Lincolnshire Army Cadet Force, 2005 
            : 2071 (Stamford) Squadron, Air Training Corps, 2007 
                     Twinned with Isle of Bute Branch, Royal British Legion Scotland, 2009 
                          
                              Legion Contact Centre:  0808 8028080     
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Poppy Appeal 1 
The total now banked ,at 28 February, 
stands at £41,561.51 with bits and bits 
still coming in. Well done, everyone! 
 

 Poppy Appeal 2 
Our PAO, Jim Jackson, is currently 
studying the manning records of recent 
Poppy Appeals to ascertain which 
members and other volunteers might be 
eligible for Poppy awards. If you feel 
that you qualify – 5,10,15,20 or more 
years – and have not yet been 
recognised, please contact us. 
 

 Sappers’ Bike Ride 
Jim Jackson has a copy of the ‘Sapper’ 
magazine which carries a report on the 
charity bike ride last year by the Royal 
Engineers’ 20 Works Group (Air 
Support) at RAF Wittering. Please 
contact him (753035) if you would like 
to see it. 
 

 Lincolnshire County 
The County RBL spent £387,429 on 
welfare in Lincolnshire last year. 
 

 

In a recent interview, General Norman 
Schwarzkopf was asked if he thought 
there was room for forgiveness toward 
the people who have harboured and 
abetted the terrorists who perpetrated the 
9/11 attacks on America . 
His answer was classic Schwarzkopf. 
The General said, 
"I believe that forgiving them is God's 
function. OUR job is to arrange the 
meeting." 

 

In brief… 
 

 
  
National Annual Conference 
This year’s National Annual Conference will take place this year at Southport, 15 
– 17 May. John Copeland, Branch Chairman, will be our Branch Delegate.  
We (and other Branches with delegates) have been invited to submit questions, by 
30 March, for reply by the Membership Council and senior Legion staff at a 
Membership Forum on 15 May. We are preparing three questions on the intentions 
of the Board of Trustees on their attempts to amend the Royal Charter. This 
amendment, if approved, would remove the power of National Conference to 
oppose any proposed changes they might introduce in the future. If any member 
has any other questions to raise, would they please contact Pat Savory on 01780 
755208.  
 

Donation to Halsey House 
In January the Branch sent a donation of 
£1000 to Halsey House at Cromer.  This 
is a Legion care home with 89 residential 
beds for ex-Service people and their 
dependants. It also has a dedicated day-
care unit and a 16 bed dementia care 
wing. In her response, Sally Mills, the 
Home Manager, said ‘The support and generosity of branches like yourselves is 
invaluable to the home and is so appreciated. The amenities fund enables residents 
to enjoy those extra comforts and activities that ensure a better quality of life. 
 

St George’s Day Concert 
Stibbington RBL Branch are organising a St George’s Day Concert featuring the 
Yarwell & Nassington Britannia Brass Band. This will start at 7.30pm on Friday, 
24 April at St Kyneburgha’s Church, Castor. Tickets cost £10 eac, include a glass 
of wine, and are available from: 
Wansford Post Office, Elton Post Office, Sue Arnold (01780 782200 and 
sue@instepfootclinic.freeserve.co.uk), Colin Lloyd (01780 782619), Brian Skinner 
(01780 783349), Jill Sardeson (01780 784560), John Peake (01780 782683), Jo 
Baines (01780 784789), and David Housden (01832 280097).  
 

Day Trips 
Last month we invited members to suggest where we might mount minibus day 
trips for our members. A couple have responded with suggestions of the collection 
of theatre and fairground organs at Burtey Fen, or the Thorpe Camp Battle of 
Britain Bunker, or various attractions in London. We are of course not limited to 
trips to attractions with military connections. If members wish to visit, say, the 
London Eye or any other civilian attraction, then please let us know. 
 
COMING EVENTS 
Wed, 18 March Branch Monthly Social (Talk on the Goldfish Club) 
Thurs, 23 April St George’s Day Sausage & Mash, Ketton Sports Club 
Fri, 24 April St George’s Day Concert, St Kyneburgha’s Church, Castor 
Sun, 10 May County Service of Rededication, Sleaford 
Sun, 21 June Mayor’s Civic Parade  
Sun, 20 Sept Battle of Britain  Service & Parade 
Thurs, 3 Dec Concert by the Band of the Parachute Regiment, 

 Stamford Boys School 

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING        
1900 hrs, Wednesday, 11 March, Clare Close Community Room       

NEXT BRANCH SOCIALS      
1930 hrs, Wednesday, 18 March – Borderville Sports Centre (Quiz)  

WALK-IN WELFARE WORKSHOPS 
RAF Wittering – Tuesday/Wednesday, 17/18 Mar 
Kendrew Barracks – Tuesday/Wednesday, 24/25 Mar 
St George’s Barracks – Thursday, 26 Mar 
                                Steve Bonde, 

Editor 
01780 757041 
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