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Newsletter – February 2015 
Branch Governance 
Many new Members have joined the Branch in the last couple of years and may not be aware of how we govern our Branch. 
Our Royal Charter requires every Branch to hold regular meetings to carry out all Legion business. Every Branch must also 
have a Committee whose duty is to promote actively the objects of the Branch within its geographical area. 
Until 2006 the Committee used to meet each month and then a General Meeting of Members would also meet formally each 
month to consider the same issues and agree what action, if any, to take. Such business began to take up the entire evenings of 
the General Meetings and it was agreed that it would be much more efficient, and free up the General Meetings for more 
social activities, if the routine, humdrum business were all dealt with just in Committee. Any business of special interest or 
essential importance or involving major expenditure would be referred to General Meeting for formal consideration and 
decision. Members also always have the right to hold the Committee to account at any monthly or Extraordinary General 
Meeting and, of course, we must hold our Annual General Meeting each October or November. 
It is important however also to maintain full openness and democracy in handling Branch business in Committee. Minutes of 
such meetings are therefore available to any Member on request and this newsletter also reports fully on the various issues 
under consideration. More importantly all Branch Members are not merely welcome but are encouraged to attend and take an 
active part in Committee discussions – currently at 7.00pm sharp on the second Wednesday of each month in the Clare Close 
Community Room. We want Members to take a positive interest in and, we hope, to contribute actively to Branch affairs  
                                                     -Steve Bonde 

 

                Branch Patron: Air Vice Marshal Peter Dodworth, CB, OBE, AFC, BSc, FRAeS, DL 
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War Memorial Flowers 
For many years we had a ready panel of people or 
groups who would take turns to decorate the War 
Memorial with flowers in different months of the year. 
Many of those people have, sadly, passed on or can no 
longer do the job. Could we please ask some of our 
younger members if they too would volunteer now to 
help with this task. We have a large stock of artificial 
flowers, so there is little cost involved and, even where 
there is, we can offer a refund. Please let Jim Fay 
(01780 751046) know so that he can draw up a 
schedule. 

Standard Bearers, Parade Marshals 
On paper, we have several qualified Standard Bearers 
and Parade Marshals. But when we need one in a hurry 
or midweek, eg at a funeral, we often have difficulty in 
finding one available. We were particularly 
embarrassed at one of the civic parades last year. 
‘Ceremonial’ is an important part of our activities, 
especially our Remembrance duties. Jim Fay, a former 
drill Sergeant Major at Sandhurst,  has offered to give 
the formal training. Could some of our younger, more 
able members please come forward to help to perform 
this role. Please ring Jim on 01780 751046. 
 

Meeting the troops 

 
On 27 January, the Branch Welfare Team was invited, with the 
MDU, to take part in the first Families Healthcare Day at 
Kendrew Barracks where they met members of  2 Battn, Royal 
Anglian Regiment and 7 Royal Logistics Corps. 
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 POPPY APPEAL 
Total banked as at 26 January is 
£41,217.89p with the Charity cheques 
valued at £125 and the Gift Aid yet to be 
added. I have pens for sale at £1.50, of 
which 60p will go into the Poppy Fund. 
I also have the Enamel 1915-2015 poppy 
pins in stock now. These are available 
from myself or the MDU at £2 each. 
These are the same as last year but with 
the different date.   
    Jim Jackson, Poppy Appeal Organiser 

 February Branch Social 
Our next General Meeting, on 18 
February, will feature a talk by the 
Secretary of the Goldfish Club on some 
of the exploits of their members. The 
Goldfish Club is made up of people 
who, for one reason or another, have had 
to ditch in the water from an aeroplane.  

 RAFA Stamford 
The RAFA Stamford AGM will take 
place on 18 March. The main agenda 
item will the Future of The Branch.  No 
member of the current Committee will 
put themselves up for a further  
term. This means that if there are no 
members willing to form a new 
committee at the AGM the Branch will 
move to formal closure. 
 

 Telephone Switchover 
On 15 January 2015 all the old county 
numbers were closed. Any incoming 
calls to those county office numbers 
now receive a message informing the 
caller that the number is non-
operational and that the caller should 
ring the Contact Centre  on 0808 802 
8080. The call is then terminated. It is 
not diverted.  

 Chain of Office 

John Copeland presents Steve Bonde 
with his Chain of Office as Branch 
President during the Branch Social on 21 
January 

In brief… 
 

 
  
Trips away 
ARBORETUM Coningsby & Tattershall RBL is organising a coach trip to the 
National Memorial Arboretum on Wednesday, 15 April 2015. The coach will 
depart Coningsby Car Park at 0830 hrs prompt and, if there is demand, they will 
route via Cottesmore to pick up and drop off passengers at the approach layby to 
Kendrew Barracks. The cost is £15 per head.  The coach is expected to arrive back 
at Coningsby, via Cottesmore, sometime around 1900 hrs.  There will be room for 
a number of disabled passengers on a first-come, first-served basis.  Anybody who 
is interested please contact either Ann Wilkes, Coningsby Branch Secretary, on 
01526 342459 or John Crockett, Branch Vice Chairman on 01526 343004 or via 
email john.crockett@homecall.co.uk. 
BLETCHLEY. If you have not yet seen the film, Stibbington RBL are running a 
coach trip to Bletchley Park, home of the Codebreakers, on Saturday, 6 June. The 
cost is approximately £30 per adult, which includes an annual pass to return as 
many times as you please within a year, multimedia guide, optional 1 hour walking 
tour guide, access to all open facilities and on-site catering facilities.  
Places will be limited, so book now on 01780 782200 or through me (Steve 
Bonde). 
FRANCE. The Defence Animal Centre at Melton Mowbray, whom we visited last 
September, are planning to visit the war cemeteries in Northern France this 
summer. They have invited members of Stamford Branch to join them. Anyone 
interested should let Pat Savory know (01780 755208). 
ANYWHERE. Stamford Branch has a 13 seater minibus which we have used in 
the past for day and longer trips. In 2013 nine of us went to RAF Campton and last 
year nine of us again visited the Defence Animal Centre in Melton Mowbray. This 
minibus is a valuable asset which is sadly under-used by our members. We suggest 
days out from time to time – eg Bletchley, Duxford, RAF Digby, the Arboretum, 
anywhere – with minimal response by you members. Again we are appealing to 
you all – would you like us to organise a day trip out and where to? Any 
suggestions will be taken as a firm expression of interest in taking part by the 
members concerned. On the other hand, no response will be taken to mean no 
interest.  

COMING EVENTS 
Wed, 23 April St George’s Day Sausage & Mash, Ketton Sports Club 
Sun, 21 June Mayor’s Civic Parade  
Sun, 20 Sept Battle of Britain  Service & Parade 

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING        
1900 hrs, Wednesday, 11 February, Clare Close Community Room       

NEXT BRANCH SOCIALS      
1930 hrs, Wednesday, 18 Febuary – Borderville Sports Centre (Quiz)  

WALK-IN WELFARE WORKSHOPS 
RAF Wittering – Tuesday/Wednesday, 17/18 Feb 
Kendrew Barracks – Tuesday/Wednesday, 24/25 Feb 
St George’s Barracks – Thursday, 26 Feb  
                                Steve Bonde, 

Editor 
01780 757041 

Eyebrook Gallery 
The Gallery above will open in February in Uppingham. They take their name 
from the Eyebrook Reservoir nearby which was used by Guy Gibson and 617 
Squadron when training for their famous Dambuster operation.  The Gallery will 
sell items linked with such operations, including aviation art and prints, as well as 
other genres. The aviation art is signed by war veterans, some of whom the 
Gallery owner, Victoria Thomas, used to meet when she was younger. A wide 
range of their stock can ve viewed on www.printcollectables.co.uk  
Victoria is trying to find people who may be interested in attending the opening or 
any Veterans who may like to take part in signings or just want to come and look 
at their pieces. She can be contacted on printcollectables@outlook.com.  
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