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A montage of Remembrance events this 
year in Spilsby. See pages 4, 6, and 11 
inside for further details. 
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We approach the end of a very busy year and once again 
we wonder just where the time went. Every Branch that I 
have contacted has been fully committed with 
commemoration events associated with the start of the 
First War, added to the usual programme of Branch 
activities of fundraising and the Poppy Appeal. The WW1 
anniversary has provided a number of unique 
opportunities to work together with our local communities 
in arranging events. Hopefully that has led to a greater 
mutual understanding and appreciation of how we both 
work and will continue to provide greater support for 
status of the local Branch in the community. 

During all of this activity our new County Office opened 
in Lincoln. It is proving to be workable and provides a 
focal point for not only our members but the public in 
general. In the great master plan it is known as a 
Secondary Office and provides a centre for our Welfare 
Team. Eventually it will become fully operational but it is 
not large enough to accommodate the full County 
Committee for our meetings. Members will be aware that 
it has been decided that the County Secretary will no 
longer be known by that title but has become the 
Membership Support Officer. This was imposed upon us 
by Headquarters and despite the objections of almost all 
County Chairmen it is here to stay.  

Once again our Poppy Appeal appears to have been 
successful with almost every Branch reporting an increase 

in collections. I do however feel strongly that some of 
our areas suffer if there is a large supermarket in the 
adjacent area. Certainly in my experience the House 
to House collections are suffering as a result. Once 
again this area will be visited in the next couple of 
weeks by the Door to Door Fundraisers. I receive a 
number of complaints every time they visit but please 
continue to raise your objections and I will pass them 
on. Once again Headquarters have decided that this 
form of fundraising will continue despite protests 
from County Chairmen on behalf of their members. 

Next month we have our County Conference at 
Horncastle. Our speaker is Lt Col David Whimpenny, 
a Board of Trustee member and also Chairman of the 
Membership Council. We need your support and it is 
your chance to ask questions. There are also 
important elections to the County Committee so 
please make sure that your Branch is represented. 

To you all I thank you for your support and hard work 
during the past year and I hope that you all find time 
to relax with your families over the festive period. 
You deserve it. Best wishes for a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy and healthy New Year. 

Kind regards 

Tony Goodwin 

 
 

County Patron: Mr A. Worth, MA, FrAgS 
President: Wg Cdr Simon Erskine Crum, OBE 
Chairman: Mr A.R.P. Goodwin, BEM 
Membership Support Officer: Mr B. Mahoney 
 

CHAIRMAN’S FOREWORD 

Mr S.R.Bonde, Editor 
31 Clare Close, 

STAMFORD, PE9 2QA 
Tel: 01780 757041 

E-mail: srbonde@hotmail.com 

National Contact Centre  
The national Contact Centre (telephone 0808802 8080) will 
be manned during Christmas and New Year, as follows: 
24th December: 8am to 4pm 
25th December: Closed 
26th December: Closed 
27th - 30th December: 8am to 8pm 
31st December: 8am to 5pm 
1st January: Closed 
2nd January onwards: 8am to 8pm (as normal) 

These opening hours have been published on the County 
Website: 

Membership Support Officer 
A new email address has been created -  
MSOEastMids@britishlegion.org.uk  - which 
will be monitored by one of the MSO’s on a 
weekly rota. This should mean that even if one 
of the MSOs is away that members will be able 
to contact a MSO and have their queries 
answered. This is already ino effect and is 
published on the County website. Brian 
Mahoney will still have his normal email 
address for Branch Officials to use. 

Christmas and New Year Contact Numbers 

mailto:srbonde@hotmail.com
mailto:MSOEastMids@britishlegion.org.uk
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Hello from Nick Fairfax - new Community Fundraiser 
I am very excited to be taking up the Community Fundraiser position at a highly 
important time for the Royal British Legion. Whilst the tragic loss of so many 
in WW1 cannot be over-estimated, the courage and compassion of those who fought 
is rightly a source of pride for our nation. It is therefore both a privilege and honour 
to be part of the main charity that offers support to all those who served and are 
serving in the military. My own service was in the Royal Air Force as an Admin 
Secretarial Officer between 1984 and 1995 on a Short Service Commission. I 
served at RAF Honington, RAF Halton, HQ RAF Strike Command and finished at 
RAF Waddington as OC Personnel Services Flight. Whilst I worked very hard I also 
enjoyed cross country running and mountain walking expeditions both in the UK 
and overseas. Probably the high point (literally!) of my career was leading a 
team from RAF Honington to Mount Kenya and Kilimanjaro in 1988, reaching the 
summit of the latter on Christmas Day after a year of planning and training. 

Our family home has been in Collingham, near Newark for the last 22 years.  We are involved with the Methodist 
Church and as a Steward one of my proudest duties was reading the list of the fallen at the Remembrance 
Service. For 15 years I was the Admin Manager at the Magnus School in Newark. During my time there I utilised 
many of the skills I had developed in the RAF as the school underwent a major building and development 
programme involving 6 projects with a total value of £6,000,000. Then, for the last 2 summers, I have managed the 
NE Lincs Cycle Challenge. Whilst incredibly hard work with only 10 weeks from induction to the start of the 3 
week Challenge it was very rewarding and successful with over 1,000 people and 58 organisations participating in 
the 2014 event.  
My first 4 weeks as Community Fundraiser have been very diverse and interesting, including the Remembrance 
Service at Lincoln Cathedral, the Armistice Day Ceremony in Stamford, the Birmingham Poppy Day ; poppy 
collecting and counting, 3 Branch meetings, 2 meetings with Tony Goodwin and 4 PAO group meetings. I have a 
number of ideas about developing fundraising in the county which I will detail in the January edition of Legion 
Lincs. My e-mail is NFairfax@britishlegion.org.uk and mobile 075511 38422. I look forward to meeting you all 
over the coming year, I will be at the County Conference on 17 January and shall host a PAOs meeting from 11:00 
to 12.00 before the conference starts. The meeting will be held in the 6th Form area (close to the main 
reception) of Horncastle Grammar School and will be followed by sandwiches and soft drinks. PAOs are 
requested to confirm if they are able to attend, preferably by e-mail to NFairfax@britishlegion.org.uk  or on 
07551138422. 

 Best Wishes 
Nick 

Access to Advice in One Place  
Lincolnshire residents can now access advice, information and support agencies from across the County in one 
place from a new service called Lincs2Advice.  

More than 200 organisations across the County including CAB, Age 
UK and Lincolnshire Credit Union are working together to support 
people looking for help. 
The free, impartial and confidential service directs residents to the best 
sources of advice quickly and easily through a diverse range of issues 
from health and care, money questions, energy and debt payments, 
budgeting and benefits advice, work, to volunteering and health 
support.  
To access the service, just telephone the Lincs2Advice team of 
specially trained coordinators on 0844 257 0042 or go to the website 
www.lincs2advice.org.uk  
 
Possible Doorstep Scam 
Epworth Branch have reported an incident in which a couple was 
approached by a supposed doorstep collector on behalf of the Poppy 
Appeal.  He was not using an official Poppy collecting box but, as 
they did not give him any money, they did not ask for formal 
identification. They have been told to contact local police. 
Whilst this incident happened in the North of the County it could also 
happen in your area. All Legion direct marketing collectors will wear 
a Legion tabard and have identity badges. If you are concerned about 
any individual doing door to door collecting please inform the police 

 

 
Mablethorpe – New Chairman 

 
Jim McKenna takes over the reigns as 
Chairman for Mablethorpe Branch from 
Columbus Sweeney. 

mailto:NFairfax@britishlegion.org.uk
mailto:NFairfax@britishlegion.org.uk
http://www.lincs2advice.org.uk
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County Poppy Appeal Launch 2014 
This year’s launchof the County Poppy Appeal, on Saturday, 25 October, was given added poignancy by the 
centenary in 1914 of the outbreak of the First World War. Over 500 Legion members and guests, more than ever, 
attended the ceremony with some forty bikers from the Riders Branch and also Mini and MG car clubs. 

This year’s Appeal was launched officially by Mr Tony Worth, in his last year as Lord Lieutenant. His message 
behind this year ‘s Appeal is ‘Live On’ to the memory of the fallen and future of the living and the Appeal has a 
target of £800,000 to be added to the national target of £40 million. 

Stirring marches were played by Mareham le Fen Victory Silver Band as the parade of 
standards took place in the shadow of Second World War Lancaster bomber ‘Just Jane’. 

Members of 1228 DF (Mablethorpe) Squadron ATC were at the Poppy Appeal Launch 
to receive the Lord Lieutenant’s Poppy Appeal Trophy for Uniformed Cadet Units from 
the Lord Lieutenant himself.  He said 'It is an honour to present this award to you, for the 
services you provide to the community of Mablethorpe and surrounding areas.'  

A bucket collection raised £591 and the raffle for seats in Just Jane as she taxied on the 
runway raised a further £400. The Lord 
Lieutenant of Lincolnshire Tony Worth had 
won one of the seats but, with great 
generosity he donated his ‘flight’ to one of 
the cadets, Cadet G Lippolis, of 1228 
(Mablethorpe) Squadron ATC. He said 'I 
can't believe it, it is my first ever time in an 
aircraft! It is an extremely kind gesture and I 
am so pleased and grateful for the 
experience.'   

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Poppy Appeal & 
Fundraising 

County Poppy Appeal Awards 
The County President presented the annual County Poppy 
trophies. The winners were: 
Sheppard PoppyTrophy – City of Lincoln Branch with an 
increase of 37.20 % in their Poppy Appeal; 

Gill Rymer Cup – North Hykham Branch for an increase 
of  86.89 % in their Poppy Appeal 

Stella Willing Trophy – Mrs Rose Read from Binbrook for 
an increase of 69% in her Poppy Appeal. 
 

 
The Lord Lieutenant 
presents the Cup to the 
Cadets 1228 DF (Mablethorpe) Squadron ATC 

Poppy Girls? 

Mablethorpe members have gathered together to 
produce a charity calendar, taking a leaf out of the 
Calendar Girls book, to raise funds for their Poppy 
Appeal. 
 

Sleaford Poppy Prom 

 
The 8th annual Sleaford poppy Prom was held in St 
George’s Academy on 18 October. The concert was 
provided by the Sleaford Concert Band and Sleaford 
Choral Society and raised £3500 to the Poppy Appeal 

Spilsby on course for a record 
Thanks to local front-page Press coverage, the 
concerted efforts of the collectors, the 'Lest We 
Forget' concert held in Hundelby Church, and 
other local events, the Spilsby Poppy Appeal 
has already raised £9352.19 – more than last 
year’s total - with more monies yet to come in. 
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Stamford Poppy Appeal Party 
Over 100 of members and guests gathered at the Stamford AFC ground on 3 
December to celebrate another successful Poppy Appeal. And a huge success it 
has been. The evening began with a presentation by the Peterborough 5x5 
Challenge of a cheque for £3000 which they raised with a 11km sponsored run 
on 11 November. This, plus the £37,500, which Stamford have already banked, 
already exceeds last year’s total – with more to come. 
Jim Jackson, Branch PAO, gave thanks to all the many people who had 
contributed to this success – Legion members and non-members who turned 
out on street corners or in the supermarkets, the supermarkets and the shops who allowed 
us to use their premises for the Appeal, and especially the RAF and RE personnel and 
dog handlers who also turned out for the Appeal, the Cadets who ensured that no one in 
the High Street escaped, and all those who worked so hard behind the scenes. 
The Guests of Honour were Tony Goodwin, County Chairman, and his wife Jan. Tony 
complimented Stamford Branch who, he said, always had a good turn-out at its events. 
He reported that almost all Lincolnshire Branches had seen an increase in their Poppy 
Appeal. He thanked everyone for their extra effort and said that the Poppy Appeal brings 
everyone together – Legion members and the public. He added that the Legion needs 
every penny and it is that need which is what makes a Poppy collector; it has meaning for 
us. He again thanked us all.  

He then presented Stamford Branch Certificates to 
those who had excelled in this year’s Poppy Appeal – 
the three supermarkets who allowed them to collect 
£22328.49 between them, the Peterborough 5x5 
Challenge (see above), Keith Langley and Ideal 
Shopping Direct who collected £617.07, and many, 
many others. 
Finally an excellent evening closed with a buffet 
supper and a raffle, run efficiently as ever by Roy 
Prentice and Marian Freeman, which raised £131 on the night. 
 

Coningsby, Tettershall & District Poppy Appeal 
on track for record 

The box count on 14 November came to £10,670, which is about 3% 
higher than last year’s total at the same time.  The Branch were 
given a great deal of assistance by the Women’s Section, who 
themselves raised a substantial part of the total collected, and to 
whom sincere thanks are passed for their sterling efforts. 
Of course there are still a number of ongoing initiatives which will 
raise this amount even further. One of these is the auction by sealed 
bids of a large framed photograph (see page 9) of the three 
surviving Lancasters, Thumper, Vera and Just Jane, taken together 
at East Kirkby on Sunday, 2 September 2014. It is hoped to have a 
framed copy on display at the County Conference in January. 
 

 
Peterborough 5x5 Challenge and their 
cheque 

 

Morrisons collect their Certificate 
recording the £9946.70  collected  in 
their shop 

Stamford  also enjoyed a 
talk by Lt Col Andrew 
Honnor, CO of 20 RE (Air 
Support) Working Group at 
RAF Wittering, who spoke of 
how the Royal Engineers 
originally created the RAF 
and how they still provide 
airfield support for them 
today. 

HOLBEACH POPPY GOLF 
Holbeach hosted a Poppy Golf Event at 
Hovenden Park Golf Club on 6 July, raising 
£1311.40 for the Royal British Legion 
Poppy Appeal. 

The winner, M. Day, with Poppy Appeal Organiser, 
Alan Sheppard 
Other trophies went to: 
Longest Drive  J. Gray 
Nearest pin   J. McGaritay 
Most Putts  D. Ellis 
Grateful thanks are due to Hovenden Park 
Golf Club for allowing the use of all their 
facilities, equipment and the course and the 
generous donation of raffle prizes. 
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Spilsby’s November 
Spilsby’s Remembrance Parade was the best for many a year and, given 
local front-page Press coverage, the concerted efforts of the collectors, 
the 'Lest We Forget' concert 
held in Hundelby Church, and 
other local events, the Spilsby 
Poppy Appeal has already 
raised £9352.19 – more than 
last year’s total - with more 
monies yet to come in. Many 
members of the public have 
visited the Poppy 

Remembrance Garden at the Cenotaph. And Branch members were 
invited to go to Spilsby Primary School and were very impressed with the 
work done by Year 5 and 6. 
 
Holbeach support the Legion care and break homes 

On 18 June Holbeach Branch of the Royal British Legion 
held an open night where they presented donations of £2000 
each to the House Amenities Committees of the Legion's 
Break Centre, Alderson House at Bridlington, and the 
Legion's residential home at Halsey House in Cromer. 
Richard Hewitt of the Alderson House Committee, and 
Tony Goodwin of the Halsey House Committee each spoke 
about the remit and work of their establishments, before 
Branch Chairman Avril Newey presented them with 
cheques, to help provide extras for the clients and residents. 
Present were members and guests and members from other 
Branches. Members enjoyed a light buffet, with the evening 
concluding with a raffle which raised £48 for the Poppy 
Appeal. 

Poppy Appeal 
& Fundraising 

Children at Spilsby primary school sing WW1 
songs to Branch Members. 

An ‘11th of the 11th’ event  at Rachel’s Café, 
Hagworthingham, raised £520 for the Spilsby 
Poppy Appeal 

 

July - Woodhall Spa and the Riders Branch 
raise £120 on their Tombola and Mystery Prize 
stall on AFD in Woodhall Spa. 

Holbeach Poppy Pool Challenge 
The Pool Challenge run by Holbeach Branch of the 
Royal British Legion at Holbeach United Services 
culminated on Sunday 27 July with the final match 
being won by Chris Chamberlain.  Mark Woodberry 
was runner up. 
The Challenge Shield was sponsored by Betfred, for 
which we are very grateful. The Tournament raised 
£30 for the Poppy Appeal. 

Chris Chamberlain & Mark Woodberry with the Betfred Shield 
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Fundraising Musician 
Steve Johnson is a serving Sergeant in 
the RAF but also now a London-based 
singer/acoustic guitarist. He plays old 
school classics through to modern day 
chart hits, including songs by the Beatles, 
the Jam, Bob Marley, Queen, Elton John, 
the Killers, Oasis, the Script, Kings of 
Leon, Stereophonics, Jason Mraz, Avicii 
and many more!!!! 
He has years of experience as a front man 
of a 5 piece covers band who have 
performed gigs for several years from 
small pubs to outdoor festival stages both 
in the UK and Europe. He has performed 
solo sets at the London Poppy Days in 
2012 and 2013, taking part in the 
afternoons on the main Covent Garden 
Stage after 'busking' with collectors at as 
many Tube Stations as possible in the 
morning. He has also played at many 
fundraising and other events in 
Caerphilly, Sunderland, and other parts 
of the country. 
Steve has thoroughly enjoyed his time 
helping the RBL and is happy to do 
anything to help the Poppy Appeal. 
He can be contacted on 
stejohnson@live.co.uk. 

The May/June 2014 edition of LegionLincs reported that the first 
Auction of the Great Centenary Auction would take place on 21 
September. It will now not be held until Spring 2015.  
“The Working Group has a large quantity of consigned donations and 
the volume is growing” said Col. David James.  

“In order to maximise the funds raised for The 
Royal British Legion Bomb Blast Injuries 
Research Centre at Imperial College, we are 
anxious to process as many donations as 
possible and not to rush the production of the 
catalogue”. We are looking carefully at TRBL 
Centenary programme in March and April in 
order to choose a date which does not clash 
with other events. 
The response from Legion members has been 
brilliant and cartons are being delivered by 
our sponsors, I-Post, including twenty from a 
Legion padre in Somerset – his entire library! 
“Our main focus now is to appeal to the 
public for items of value, including jewellery, 
fine art, old pens etc. We also need collections 
of postcards, coins and stamps to help us 
reach our target” Colonel James added. 

Mablethorpe raised over £1500 on AFD through bag 
packing, collection points, a musical event, a sale of 
cakes, and a charity golf challenge. 

Arnhem Weekend in Heckington raises over £1000 

Hundreds of visitors took part in Arnhem 70 weekend in Heckington 
in November. They ere thre to pay tribute to the men of Heckington 
who set out to fight at Arnhem 70 years ago. 
A silver Arnhem Cup was presented to St Andrew’s Primary School 
and will be awarded each term for outstanding achievement. Andrew 
Key, Chairman of theorganising group, also presented a cheque for 
£1056 to Eric Bull, Chairman of Heckington RBL. 

 

Poppy Appeal & Fundraising 

mailto:stejohnson@live.co.uk
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County Festival of Remembrance 2014 

In a change to the traditional order, the County Festival of Remembrance this 
year began with a short programme of entertainment provided by the 
Cranwell Military Wives Choir, the Cranwell Amateur Theatre Society 
(CATS), and the Band of RAF Waddington. The Wives sang a lovely 
medley of songs, mostly with a theme of home and the First World War era, 
including Keep the Home Fires 
Burning, Coming Home, and Roses of 
Picardy. They set a very high standard 
of singing for CATS to follow – which 

of course they matched. Their Youth Section entertained us with Archibald’s 
War, and songs from Oh! What a Lovely War!, readings from The Jitterbug 
by GI Joe, and We Will Remember Them, followed by the whole group 
singing Pack up your Troubles in your old Kitbag, and  Tipperary. 

Then followed the Muster, led by the Union flag carried by Richard Kent, Graham 
Hewitt with the Lincolnshire County Standard, William Redpath with the Youth 
Standard, and Lizzie Garret with the Women’s Standard. They were joined by ACF, 
ATC and Sea Cadets, Poppy sellers Beryl Wotton and Jack Oman, Salvation Army 
members Joe Wilkinson and Charles Brieve, and two Chelsea Pensioners S/Sgt Marjorie 
Cole and Cpl Tony Ashcroft. The RAF Waddington Band then closed the entertainment, 
leading us through a selection of WWI and WWII songs up to a thunderous rendition of 
Land of Hope & Glory. 

Tony Goodwin, County Chairman, welcomed 
everyone. He said that, since 1921, the Legion had 
sought to recognise the sacrifice made by so many 
in so many conflicts. Today we should continue to 
honour and cherish those who have served or are 
serving now, especially those who are wounded 
whether in mind or body 

Finally the County Chaplain, the Rev Canon J. Thorold, led the Service of Remembrance with the able support of 
the Rev Dr Lynda Pugh. He said that war is first and foremost about people and a challenge in which they must 
make sense of where they find themselves. War was an opportunity for adventure and so many who fought were so 
very young. But there were no teenagers – they grew up from childhood directly to manhood. It was right to 
remember the contribution they had made and of the changes they themselves had had to make. They deserved to 
be remembered 

 
 
 
 
WWI: Battle plaques on Stamford War Memorial 

The first eleven of 62 
commemorative plaques 
have been attached to the 
War Memorial in Broad 
St in Stamford. Each 
plaque commemorates an 
action from the Great 
War in which the then) 
Lincolnshire Regiment 
was involved. Further 
plaques will be fixed on a 
monthly basis between 

now and Nov 2018. The intention is then to remove all the plaques to a new WWI memorial in the Town, which 
will complement, but certainly not replace, the existing Broad St. Memorial. 

Centenary of WWI 
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Once in a Lifetime – Three Lancasters! 
We are privileged, courtesy of John Crockett of Coningsby, Tattershall & 
District Branch, for the exclusive permission of Colin Smedley of Oscarpix 
to print this photograph of the three Avro Lancasters together. They were 
taken on 7 September at the Lincolnshire Aviation Heritage Centre at East 
Kirkby and features their Avro Lancaster NX611 'Just Jane' taxi-ing with the 
Avro Lancasters PA474 of the BBMF and FM213 of The Canadian 
Warplane Heritage Museum flying overhead. At no other time since the 
1950's have 3 Lancasters joined together as a spectacle for the general public 
  

Coningsby, Tattershall & District 
Coningsby, Tattershall and District Branch have also been busy over the past 
few months, especially with organising and participating in the "Lights Out" 
Ceremony at the Coningsby and Tattershall War Memorials on Monday 4 
August  2014 at 2200 hrs. 
Branch meetings will now take place, after their December meeting, in the 
Lions Den, Silver Street, Coningsby, on the second Tuesday of each 
month, at 7.30pm. For further information please contact John Crockett, 
Branch Vice Chairman and Publicity Officer, or the Branch Secretary, Ann 
Wilkes, on 01526 342459.  They always welcome visitors to the Branch and 
new members are especially welcome 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

Centenary of WWI 

Tommy Being Tommy 

Leicester author Geoff Dunkley 
has released a new book that 
depicts life and death in the 
trenches in WWI, straight from 
the diaries of his father. 
It costs £9.99 and its ISBN is 
1780038011. 
The author is doing lots of 
publicity over the coming months 
and is also available for readings 
and events. He can be contacted 
through Deborah Folland of 
Author Essentials at 
authoressentials@gmail.com 
 

Memorial to those who fell in WWI 

Mina Houssain’s late grandfather, popularly known 
for many years as Coco the Clown, served in the 
war and, although injured, survived. As a tribute to 
him and to all the other men “on all sides” who 
fought, Mina created a kiln-fired glass memorial 
depicting poppies which was presented to Tony 
Button at the Legion’s hall in Long Sutton last July.  

 

 

A new bench for Pinchbeck War Memorial 
A new seat to commemorate 100 years since the start of 
World War One was dedicated during the 11/11/2014 
service at the Pinchbeck War Memorial. The seat 
was supplied by the Parish council and it was agreed by all 
to be an outstanding addition to the Memorial. 
The service was attended by the local primary school, 
Legion members and members of the village. Special thanks 
go to the school children and staff who read poems that they 
had written themselves; they also displayed a range of 
poppies etc that they had made at school.The school plays 
an important part each year at the service and this year one 
of the pupils gave the act of homage with Branch Chairman, 
Mr Jim Seymour. 

mailto:authoressentials@gmail.com
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Bringing History to Life 
Members of the City of Lincoln Branch were invited to 
attend a WW2 event at Reepham Primary School on 20 
November and comment on some of the children’s 
project work. The children had produced work based 
upon a large matchbox and their range of creative ideas 
was a pleasure to see. Some had produced detailed 
articles such as a tank, air raid shelter and radio from 
their matchboxes whilst others had filled them with 
“letters from the front”, poetry and drawings. The event 
took place over two days when everyone in the school 
was able to take part in an air raid in London circa 
1940/41 produced by the Mobile WW2 Museum.  
The Museum is one of the best WW2 living history teaching resources available in the country. The air raid was 
complete with sound, lights and smoke to make the experience as realistic as possible. The children were asked to 
write down anything they saw and heard including the whistle of falling bombs, the flash and sound of explosions, 
breaking glass, sirens and howling dogs. The Museum has one of the largest collections of rare home front items 
from the era in the country and brought over 2 tons of artifacts to the school. 
 
Children learnt about life on the home front during the war with visual aids of the quantities of meat, cheese and 
boiled sweets issued on an individual’s ration card. They also learned about the Home Guard and military history 
surrounded by weapons, uniforms and public information notices from the period. Some of the staff and children 
were dressed in clothing depicting the 1940’s including some “evacuees” wearing labels and carrying their 
suitcases to new homes in the relative safety of the countryside. They were treated to an opportunity to wear some 
of the actual WW2 uniforms and helmets and experience the discomfort a soldier had to endure during the war. 
Whilst it was great fun they also saw real fire bombs and got a taste of Britain under siege by the Germans. 
 
Branch President Brig Barry Reeves told the children about life in Britain as an 8 year old during the war from 
personal experience. His tales about daily life amazed the children who said that they could not imagine what life 
might be like without TV, computers, telephones and the family car.  WW2 veteran Harry Bellamy answered their 
questions about his experiences in Monte Casino and Anzio, where he was taken prisoner of war. Harry joined the 
Royal Lincolnshire Regiment aged 18 years and one month in 1940 and was sent to Africa to join the “Desert Rats” 

He advanced through North Africa to land in Italy in 1944 attacking 
the German “Gustav line’ to allow the Allies to gain a foothold in 
Italy. He spent 14 months as a prisoner of war after his position was 
overrun and more than 40 men were captured. ‘Bunny’ Barrett told 
of life as a soldier joining in 1946 and serving in Palestine. My role 
as a more recent veteran was to tell the children about the work of 
the Legion, why we wear the poppy and how important 
Remembrance is. It was an excellent day and the children were very 
attentive. History was brought to life for them in so many ways 
giving them insights about the hardships people endured during the 
Second World War. I hope too that they will wear their poppy with 
pride in the future as they grow and go through life. 

Maj (Ret’d) Alex Carson 
Chairman 

The City of Lincoln Branch 
 
Stamford Schoolchildren Honour the Fallen 

 

L to R Maj (Retd) Alex Carson (Chairman) Mr Harry 
Bellamy, Brig Barry Reeves, Mr "Bunny" Barrett 

 
Children of Malcolm Sargent School with 
their wreaths 

 
The wreaths made by Wilds Lodge 
School 

On Armistice Day Stamford members were 
again joined at the War Memorial by many 
members of the public, schoolchildren, the 
Mayor and Mayoress and Town Councillors. 
Members of the Wildcats Theatre School sang 
Make me a Channel of your Peace and 
children from Malcolm Sargent School sang a 
sweet song about wearing the poppy, before 
laying three poppy wreaths which they had 
made. Wilds Lodge School also laid a cross 
and a wreath which they had made. 
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Lincolnshire Branches sponsor a tree and plaque at the NMA 

Healing, Laceby and Waltham Branches were contacted by 
Kettles of Grimsby’ community projects representative, to 
sponsor a tree at The National Memorial Arboretum. All three 
Branches agreed and on Saturday 18 October several members 
from the three Branches were invited, by Kettles, to inspect 
the tree that they had sponsored and the plaque with their 
three Branch names.  
When they arrived at the 
Arboretum, Laceby Chairman, 
Richard Hewitt, gave a short 
address followed by the homage 
and Gail Davy, Chairman of 
Healing, recited the Kohima 
Prayer. The day was warm and 
fine so they then looked at many 
sites at the N.M.A. They then 

transferred to the Alrewas R.B.L. for a buffet lunch, some fine ale and a warm 
welcome before returning home.  
 
Spilsby RBL Remembrance report. 
Spilsby’s Remembrance Parade was the best for many a year. On Sunday, 9 
November Spilsby Branch members and the local organisations assembled in 
the market place to march to a crowded St James Church for the Service of 
Remembrance. 
Afterwards the Parade faced the Cenotaph for the traditional wreath laying 
ceremony. The Branch President, Mr Ron Worth, together with the Head 
Boy and Girl from the primary school, Louis Hislop and Kirsty Arabin, laid a 
posy and a wreath on behalf of the youth of the town. The Mayor then took 
the salute, addressed those present and thanked them all for attending. On 
Armistice Day, at 11am, the Branch gathered with the children from the local 
schools for the national Two Minutes Silence, then they all went to the 
cemetery where the children laid wreaths & crosses on the graves of the war 
dead. 

Gail Davy, Richard Hewitt and Ian Barlow, Waltham Branch 
Chairman 

The tree plaque 

Spilsby Garden of Remembrance 

Spilsby members together with the Padre, assisted by the 
Rev Martin Faulkner, attended the blessing of the Garden 
of Remembrance at the Cenotaph at St James. Many 
members of the public have visited the Poppy 
Remembrance Garden at the Cenotaph. And Branch 
members were invited to go to Spilsby Primary School 
and were very impressed with the work done by Year 5 
and 6. 
 

 After the Parade, some members and the Padre then 
went to Great Steeping to lay a wreath at the Memorial 
to the fallen of RAF Spilsby. 

The Last Post was played by Charlotte 
Robinson and a Silence was observed, 
followed by the Reveille. 
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Standard Bearers’ AGM 
The Standard Bearers Association held its AGM and last practise session of the year at Crowland RBL hall on 
Sunday, 21 September. During the AGM their Treasurer Irene Francis announced that she was retiring from the 
position; she will be greatly missed. Irene’s last job was to update the rules and regulations which have now gone 
to the County committee for approval.Yvonne Canham will be the new treasurer. This was the only change and all 
other officers will carry on for next year.  
The Meeting agreed to donate £100.00 to the County Poppy Appeal and this was presented to the County 
Chairman. The Association Chairman thanked all who volunteer to help at the school for their hard work to 
improve the standard of the standard bearers; he also wished all competitors in the County competition good luck 
on Sunday 28 September. 
A list of one off and annual events and services will be compiled, where 
Standards will be asked to attend next year. This will be advertised in Legion 
Lincs (the editor doesn't know yet), at the school, and hopefully on the County 
web site. It seems to be an ongoing problem that Bearers (and other Legion 
members) do not know of events that are happening in the County and we hope 
this will help to plan the year. If you have any events you would like added to 
the list contact the Chairman or any other committee members. 
There will be no increase in the cost of membership to the Association and so it 
remains at the outrageous sum of £2 per year. 
The schooling started with the now customary dress inspection ready for the 
forthcoming Remembrance Parades etc. This year there was an added twist as 
two members paraded, one dressed correctly and one with every part of his 
uniform incorrect (some say he always parades like this) see photo!! It was 
good to note that bearers on parade noted nearly all of the "mistakes". 
There followed a short practise session to end a very good meeting. 
PS another 1st for the school we were pleased to see new member Alison join 
us from Suffolk County; she had obviously heard how good we are. Lincs 
Bearers please note that it is not too far to travel for good tuition. 
  
All dates are Sundays and start time is 2pm. 
Contact details 
Alan Canham  
alancanham351@btinternet.com 
01406 330295 
 
 
Boston & District Christmas card competition 
Boston and District Branch held a Christmas Card competition this year, in which they invited children aged 16 and 
under from Boston to design a Christmas card to be sold individually and in sets of four. The winners were each 
presented with a £20 gift voucher and Royal British Legion merchandise at the County Club on November 15. 
Harry Reid won the four to eight-year-old category. He produced a design from Christmas day 1914, which 
encouraged troops to stop fighting and play football. 

The winner of the age nine to 12 competition was Sienna 
Prew-Williamson. Her design includes stars and Santa on 
his sleigh. 
Chloe Pitts won the 13 to 16 age group. She designed a 
card which showed Angels holding a banner reading 
"Noel". 
The overall winner of the competition was James Leater. 
He designed a card which showed Santa and his reindeer 
flying over Boston Stump. 
The cards are being sold in Christopher Kemp estate 
agents, Boston, and in Clark's Newsagents on Fish Hill. 
They cost £1 per card or £4 for the pack. All funds raised 
will help to raise funds for the Royal British Legion 
Boston drop-in Centre at Age UK Community Rooms, 
Wide Bargate. 

 

Dates for 2015 
Crowland  25 January  
Louth   22 March  
Crowland  14 June  
Louth AGM  20 September  

 
Chloe Pitts, winner of the 13 to 16 age group 

mailto:alancanham351@btinternet.com
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County Standard Bearers competition 
The County Standard Bearers competition was held at the Queen Elizabeth School in Horncastle on Sunday 28th 
September. The start was delayed due to  a miss-understanding at the school but the day was saved by a very 
helpful local resident who finally supplied a phone number for the school receptionist and the competition went 
ahead as planned.  
The hall was quickly set out whilst the competitors changed ready for the dress inspection, nerves were setting in, 
not helped by the delay? There were three bearers competing for the County competition and unfortunately only 
one in the youth section as the second competitor did not turn up on the day. 
After the act of homage the Standards were marched in for the dress inspection, each judge inspecting all of the 
competitors in the hall. Battle then commenced in the drill section with all competitors carrying out a set routine of 
movements before the judges, this section carried out individually so the other bearers don't know how well the 
previous person has fared. 
Before the results were announced the judges gave a few tips on what mistakes had been made and how to make 
improvements. 

  
The final result was close between the three competitors. 
1st place went to Richard Kent (Washingborough) who retained his 
title. 
Runner up was Alan Canham (Pinchbeck) and 3rd last years runner up 
Graham Hewitt (Spalding) 
Youth winner was William Redpath from Wrangle who did very well 
especially as this was the first time he has competed. 
Certificates were presented by the County Chairman Tony Goodwin, 
winners trophies to be presented at the County AGM in January (if the 
school is open). 

The day ended with tea biscuits and a raffle. 
  
To end with a grumble!! 
Very few spectators supported the event, local branches and standard 
bearers noticeable by their absence and indeed hardly any members 
supporting their competitors. We all like to see and indeed 
expect Standards to parade at events, many hours of practise and 
cleaning are put in to competing so please try and attend next year 
and reward the bearers for their efforts, of course more competitors 
are also welcome, I am also assured that next year we will also have 
a person present with a KEY. 
 
 
 
 

 
Funding From External Organisations 
The Royal British Legion Head Office was recently asked by the Awards For All to endorse some funding 
applications submitted by Legion Branches. Unfortunately the applications had to be returned as they were not 
approved by the local Area Managers.  
Branches applying for funding from the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF), Awards for All or similar organisations 
should contact their Area Office first to get initial approval. Approval, or otherwise, should be outlined by the Area 
Manager in an e-mail to the Branch. If approved, the Branch should then complete the formal application form, and 
present it to Head Office so that it can be countersigned by Head of Fundraising. The completed and signed 
application form can then be submitted to the relevant external organisation. 
If the application is successful, any funds received by the Branch must be ring-fenced within the accounts and the 
associated expenditure must be accounted for as restricted. 
This procedure does not apply for the HLF WW1 Centenary grants programme. 
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County Annual Conference 
The County Secretary issued his convening letter on 29 July for the County Annual Conference. This will 
take place at the Queen Elizabeth’s Grammar School, West Street, Horncastle on Saturday 17th 
January 2014 commencing at 1300 hours.  The Guest Speaker will be Board of Trustee Member, 
Lieutenant Colonel David Whimpenny. 

The Final Agenda issued on 27 November, to give Branches an opportunity to discuss it during December. 

A Rose by any other Name 
From 1 November 2014 our ‘County Secretary Lincolnshire’ 
was transmogrified, chrysalis-like, into ‘Membership Support 
Officer – East Midlands’ with a revised Job Specification. This 
change of Job Title and revised Job Specification should have no 
immediate effect on how business is conducted. 
 

 Administration 

Talks to Schools 
Our Membership Support Officer – 
East Midlands has received a copy of 
the Interim Presentation to Schools. If 
you would like a copy please let him 
know. 

Operations Branch Welfare Working Group 
An Operations Branch Welfare Working Group has been set up, chaired by Linda Flecknell (East Midlands Area 
Manager) involving representatives from County Committees and Branches across the Legion. The County Secretary 
has a copy of their Terms of Reference 
Branches wishing to take part in this process are asked to answer the question: 
What is it you would like to do to be involved in and what part would you like to play in delivering the four pillars 
within the new operations structure and methods? 

Branch Web Sites  
Branches might like to visit the websites of our Lincolnshire 
Branches to see what they have on them, get inspiration, crib 
ideas, see how they organise activities etc. The Branches with 
websites are: 
    Boston & District          City of Lincoln           
    Gosberton & District           Langtoft    
   The Deepings & District      Mablethorpe 
    North Hykeham          Sleaford & District             
    Spilsby & District               Stamford   
    Waddington            Wainfleet & District             
    Woodhall Spa & District    Wrangle & District 
The website addresses are invariably 
http://www.Britishlegion. org.uk/branches/ name of Branch. 

Branch returns 
A quick reminder that Branch Form MS1 – Branch 
Information - should be completed after the Branch 
AGM and returned to the County office by the 31 
December 2014 at the latest. Please note also that the 
Membership Application Form (MS4) is being 
changed and from the 1 January 2015 the only MS4 
which will be accepted is MS4/13 (the booklet style 
MS4). All other versions should be destroyed. The 
new MS4/13 can be ordered by sending an email 
request to 
 PoppyMembership@britishlegion.org.uk stating 
your Branch Number, the delivery address and how 
many Membership Forms you would like. 

County Treasurer 
The current County Treasurer, Mr Derrick Scott, has indicated that he will stand down as County Treasurer following 
County Conference 2015. If you know of anybody who would be willing to take this role on please pass their details 
to the County Chairman on 07739 506072 or tony.goodwin@btinternet.com. 

Election result – 
Linclonshire 
County Chairman 
Mr A R P Goodwin BEM 
was the only nomination 
received for the position 
of Lincolnshire County 
Chairman and he is 
therefore deemed elected 
to this position. This 
result will be confirmed 
at the County Conference 
in January. 

Visitor Volunteer 
Role Guidance 
Guidance and paperwork for 
Branches considering 
working with volunteers who 
visit beneficiaries have been 
drawn up and are available 
from the Membership 
Support Officer – East 
Midlands (County Secretary) 
who will also clarify any 
points arising.  

Coningsby, Tattershall & District 
– new meetings venue 
The Branch will change their meeting 
venue, after their December meeting, to 
the Lions Den, Silver Street, Coningsby, 
on the second Tuesday of each month, at 
7.30pm.   

Skegness – New Branch Secretary 
Mr Colin Rowsell, 
41 Sutton Court,  Skegness  
Lincs, PE25 2BH               Tel: 01754 481078 
E mail colinar41@sky.com 

http://www.Britishlegion
mailto:PoppyMembership@britishlegion.org.uk
mailto:tony.goodwin@btinternet.com
mailto:colinar41@sky.com
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New Medals 
This Autumn, the first of the new military awards, a result of Sir John Holmes’s independent medals 
review, will be issued. 
New Clasps 
Cyprus 1963-64 
Those servicemen who served in Cyprus during the period 21 December 1963 to 26 March 1964 will be 
awarded the General Service Medal (1962) with clasp ‘CYPRUS 1963-64’. Applications for the new 
clasp will be accepted from 1 March 2015 onwards. The first of the awards will be despatched towards 
the end of that month. (However these timings remain under review) 
Berlin Airlift 
The General Service Medal 1918-62 with clasp ‘BERLIN AIRLIFT’ will be awarded for at least one 
day’s service to all aircrew, RAF and civilians, who took part in the Berlin Airlift operation from 25 June 
1948 to 6 October 1949 inclusive. Applications for the new clasp will be accepted from 1 March 2015 

onwards. The first of the awards will be made towards the end of that month. (However these timings 
remain under review.)  
 

There are also changes to existing Medals and Clasps that are to be awarded under revised qualifying criteria . . . 
South Atlantic 
The qualifying period for the award of the South Atlantic Medal without the Rosette will be extended from 12 July 
to 21 October 1982, when the airfield at Mount Pleasant was made operational.  Applications for the South 
Atlantic Medal, under the new time extension, will be accepted from 1   October 2014 onwards. The awards will 
begin to be despatched towards the end of that month. 
Cyprus 1955-59 
Those who participated in the suppression of acts of terrorism in Cyprus between 1 April 1955 and 18 April 1959 
will qualify for the General Service Medal 1918–62 with clasp ‘CYPRUS’ if they served for 90 days or more. The 
qualifying period has been reduced from 120 days, bringing it into line with the qualifying period for service 
during the Kenya antiterrorism campaign. Applications for the clasp ‘CYPRUS’ under the new qualifying period 
will be accepted from 1 October 2014 onwards. The first of the clasps will be despatched towards the end of that 
month. 
 
How to Claim 
Full details on how to claim the new awards are available at https://www.gov.uk/the-ministry-ofdefence- 
medal-office but please note the above dates from which applications will be processed. With the exception of the 
South Atlantic Medal, RAF and Civilian Pilots are encouraged to submit copies of their flying logbooks to provide 
evidence of eligibility. Please note all applications will be dealt with in date order. 
Tel: 020 7403 8783  E-mail: www.gov.uk/the-ministry-ofdefence-medal-office 
 
D-Day veterans to be honoured with the Legion d’Honneur 
The French Government wishes to recognise the selfless acts of heroism and determination displayed by all 
surviving veterans of the Normandy landings, and of the wider campaigns to liberate France in 1944, by awarding 
them with the Legion d’Honneur. This recognition extends beyond the troops who actually landed on and fought 
their way up the beaches 70 years ago, and will include Royal Navy and Royal Air Force personnel who operated 
in support of the landings. 
Requests for the award should be made using an application form available from the County Secretary. This will be 
processed by the Ministry of Defence, who will forward the details to the French authorities. The French authorities 
will then make all the final decisions on the awards. 
Any veterans wishing to apply for the award, or anyone enquiring on their behalf, should either send the form to: 
Personnel and Training – Defence Services Secretary – Commemorations 
Floor 6 Zone C, Ministry of Defence 
Main Building, LONDON, SW1A 2HB 
Or email it to PersTrg-DSSec-CommemAug1@mod.uk 
The French government will be reviewing the applications, so MOD cannot give any guidance on timings or the 
arrangements for the presentation of the awards. Awards will not be given posthumously, and any further questions 
should be directed to the French authorities 

 N e w s  

https://www.gov.uk/the-ministry-ofdefence
http://www.gov.uk/the-ministry-ofdefence-medal-office
mailto:PersTrg-DSSec-CommemAug1@mod.uk


Lincolnshire – A Winning Team 
Safeguarding the welfare, interests and memory of those who are serving or who have served in H. M. Armed Forces 

Registered Charity No: 219279 

16 

National Annual Conference 
The Minutes of Annual Conference 2014 are available on 
http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/media/3967145/AnnConf2
014_Minutes.pdf .  No hard copies will be sent to 

*Good News to pass on* 
The Legion has scored second place in the annual 
Third Sector Charity Brand Index, our best ever result! 
The Legion rose three places from our ranking in 2013 
and we have also beaten our previous best of third 
place achieved in 2011 and 2012. The Charity Brand 
Index, which is in its sixth year, gauges public 
awareness of charity brands and sets the charity sector 
standard in brand measurement. The index is based on 
an online survey of more than 4,000 UK adults. 
Respondents were asked at the beginning of July to 
give their impressions of charities they were aware of, 
their relevance, whether they trusted them and how 
likely they were to donate to them. The top 10 results 
for 2014 are (last year’s ranking in brackets): 
  
1.       Cancer Research UK (3) 
2.       The Royal British Legion/Poppy Appeal (5) 
3.       Macmillan Cancer Support (1) 
4.       BBC Children in Need (11) 
5.       British Heart Foundation (7)  
6.       RSPCA (12) 
7.       Marie Curie Cancer Care (13)  
8.       Comic Relief (9)  
9.       Help for Heroes (4) 
10.    NSPCC (8) 
  
We have reversed a slight decline from the previous 
year and exceeded our previous best of third place.  

 Linda Flecknell 
East Midlands Area Manager 

Champion Subjects 
Each Member of the Membership Council has been 
assigned a subject to champion on behalf of the 
Membership. 
Bands John Clark 
Ceremonial and 
Merchandising 

John Morrison 

Clubs Bill Burn 
Equality and Diversity Helen Picken 
Finance Roger Garratt 
Overseas Rod Bedford 
Participation Keith Prichard 
Recruiting and 
Retention 

Alan Cathery / Alan Higbee 

Training Philip Wilson 
Volunteering Stuart Allen 
Youth Timothy McManus 
    

Heroes Return programme extended 
The Big Lottery Fund has extended its Heroes Return 2 
programme to enable veterans to apply for funding to 
make second trips. The programme deadline for closure 
will now be the end of 2015. 
The Big Lottery Fund has awarded over £28 million to 
ensure that over 57,000 Second World War veterans, 
widows and carers have had the opportunity since 2004 to 
go back to battlefields to attend commemorations. 
Tel: 0845 00 00 121 E-mail: 
www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/heroesreturn 

 
The above two books have been published to 
commemorate the 70th anniversary this year of the D 
Day Landings, The books cost £5.95 each, or £10 for 
the pair, and the profits will be donated to the Royal 
British Legion and Help for Heroes. 

Armed Forces Covenant Grant Schemes 
The Chancellor announced in June 2013 that the Government would be making its financial support for the 
Armed Forces Covenant permanent.  This support will take the form of a £10 million per year grant scheme 
which will take over from the Community Covenant Grant Scheme and LIBOR Fund in April 2015.  Work is 
underway to design this new scheme which will, hopefully, be revealed this autumn.   
All Councils Now Signed up to Community Covenants 
The Legion has actively campaigned to promote Community Covenants since their launch in 2011 as a local counterpart 
to the national Armed Forces Covenant. All English, Welsh and Scottish councils are now signed up.  
The scheme aims to encourage local authorities to support the Armed Forces community. The Legion is keen therefore to 
ensure that each Community Covenant is not just a piece of paper, but a catalyst for tangible policy change and the 
development of strong relationships between local communities and the Armed Forces community.” 
Ben Kitching, Policy and Campaigns Support Officer said: “We are delighted to have achieved a 100% sign up 
rate for Community Covenants. Committing to a covenant is the first step; the challenge now is to build on this 
progress. The Legion will continue its work with councils, highlighting successful initiatives and providing 
support and advice 

http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/media/3967145/AnnConf2
http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/heroesreturn
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PROVISIONAL COUNTY CALENDAR OF EVENTS  2015 
 
DATE   EVENT      VENUE 
17 January   Annual Meeting of County Conference  Horncastle 
24 January  County Committee Meeting   Waddington Club 
25 January  Standard Bearers School   Crowland 
14 February  Regional Standard Bearers Competition  Loughborough 
9 March  County Management Board Meeting  Lincoln Office  
22 March  Standard Bearers School   Louth 
18 April  County Committee Meeting   Waddington Club 
25 April  Meeting of Annual Conference Delegates Donington Club 
10 May  Annual County Service of Rededication  ???? 
16/17 May  Annual Conference    Southport 
14 June  Standard Bearers School   Crowland 
15 June  County Management Board Meeting  Lincoln Office 
27 June  Armed Forces Day    Countrywide 
11 July   County Committee Meeting   Waddington Club 
18 August  County Management Board Meeting  Lincoln Office 
19/20 September County Chairman’s Seminar   Staverton 
20 September  Standard Bearers School – AGM  Louth 
27 September   Branch Chairmen/Secretaries’ Seminar  Donington  
28 September  County Standard Bearer Competition  Horncastle 
3 October  County Committee Meeting   Waddington Club 
25 October  Poppy Appeal Launch    East Kirkby 
1 November  Festival of Remembrance   RAFC Cranwell 
7 November  Festival of Remembrance   Royal Albert Hall 
8 November  Remembrance Sunday    Countrywide 
11 November  Armistice Day     Countrywide 
12 December  County Committee Meeting   Waddington Club 
9 January 2016 Annual Meeting of County Conference   QEGS Horncastle 
 
NB:  This calendar of events has still to be approved by the County Committee and is also 
subject to change depending upon National events etc.   
 

WE WILL REMEMBER THEM 
      Mr B Blendell, Laceby & District    Mr Melvin Thurlow, Long Sutton 
      Mr Denis Hopper, Louth & District   Mrs Janet Smith, Louth & District 
      Mrs Kath Ranson, Donington & Quadring  Mr R Staples, Holbeach  
      Mrs R M McEwan, Holbeach    Mr Jack Wilson, Kirton & District 
      Mr Derrick Widdows, Pinchbeck   Mrs Bilah Fletcher, Barnack & District 
      Mr M R Taylor, Holbeach     Mr J Widdowson, Gainsborough 
      Mr Les White, Stamford     Mr R Strickland, Holbeach  
      Mr John Berridge, Langtoft, The Deepings & District Mr E Payne, Laceby & District 
      Mr Donald Ward, Langtoft, The Deepings & District Mr Robert Grattan,Long Sutton  
      Mr Keith Ramsden, Waltham    Mr Martin W Faulder, Waltham  
      Mr Mike Beavis, Pinchbeck     Mr Ted Goodband, Grantham  
      Mr J W North, Horncastle & District   Mr Derek Gladman, Stamford 
      Mr Robert Maxwell, Woodhall Spa & District Mr Neville Wiles, Barnack & District 
      Mrs B Thorburn, Horncastle & District   Mr T Watson, Immingham 
      Mr J Spencer, Sleaford & District   Mr Richard Hercberg, Epworth  
      Mr Walter Houghton, Sibsey & District   Mr Charles Warr, Tealby, Market Rasen 
      Mrs J Marshall, Holbeach     Mr M J Fox, Stamford  
      Mr P A Dartnell, Stamford     Mr Len Garratt, Barnack  
      Mr Thomas Holland, Sibsey & District   Mr R Barham, Gunby  
      Mr Ron Cook, Waltham     Mr H Baker, Holbeach  
      Mr Les Jackson, Donington & Quadring    Mr Norman DePear, Barnack & District  

Paul Lenton, Kirton & District 
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 Defence Animal Centre 
Stamford Branch had a lovely day out, on 17 September at the Defence 
Animal Centre (ADC) in Melton Mowbray, at the invitation of RSM Adrian 
Davies. It is a remarkable establishment, capable of handling and caring for up 
to 300 each of military horses and dogs and training them for the myriad of 
duties the military and other Government agencies need them to do.  
The ADC is responsible for every aspect of the animals’ progress from initial 
procurement, support training, and veterinary care, and their farriery is 
acclaimed as the best in the country. They also claim to be the best dog 
handlers in the world and, judging by the sight of a horse enjoying its time in a 
Jacuzzi, the best at pampering horses too! 
 

Bourne D-Day Anniversary Dinner Dance 
Saturday, 3 May 2014 –After nearly a year’s planning and work D.Day 
arrived in the Corn Exchange. Tables were laid, raffle prizes arranged, 
welcoming drinks set up, and all the other minor things prepared. Guests 
arrived on time, dressed for the occasion, 125 people sat down to be wined 
and dined to a wonderful 3 course meal.. It was all a splendid sight, 
promising a memorable occasion.  
We were honoured with the company of the Mayor of Bourne, and the 
County Chairman and Vice Chairman, and the main officers of the Branch 
along with their respective partners. a Detachment of Cadets from the local 
Cadet Force paraded the Branch Standard, The Last Post and Reveille ere 
sounded, grace was said, and the meal began. Our guests made short 
speeches. And the Branch President proposed the Loyal Toast. 
The Swing Wing Band from RAF Cranwell then struck up the dance music, the highlight of the evening. What a 
tremendous reception they were given by the dancers who never left the floor. All could not get enough of this high 
class music. Even after the band finished the dancers carried on to a high class disco until the early hours of the 
morning. Several of them asked for a repeat event next year. Watch this space. 
The Chairman and members and all who contributed wish to thank all participants with their hearty thanks for 
making this evening a night to remember. We must especially thank all the businesses in Bourne and local people 
who gave great  prizes for our successful raffle. Total proceeds for the evening have not been finalised at time of 
going to press but we hope to have raised between £600 - £700 to the local Poppy Appeal funds. 

S. Ironmonger 
Vice-Chairman 

 

Wishing all my readers a very Merry Christmas 
and Happy New Year                    

Steve Bonde, 
Editor, 

 Legion Lincs 

The next edition of LegionLincs will issue at the end of January. 

John Copeland, Branch Chairman 
interviews a potential Committee 
candidate 

  
July -  Gill Rymer (Spilsby Branch) and Gail Davy (Grimsby 
Branch) at Ladies Day at Royal Ascot 

May – Lincoln Affiliation Day with 
local ACF detachments. 

90 years young 
Pinchbeck's long standing President Mr 
Peter Bray combined his 90th Birthday 
celebrations with the yearly 
Remembrance Day lunch. After the lunch 
Mr Bray cut a cake supplied by the 
branch and gave a poignant speech on the 
good work carried out by the Legion. A 
very enjoyable afternoon concluded with 
war time songs accompanied with music 
played by Mr Bray’s grandson. 

 


