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COUNTY WELFARE FUND

GROUP & BRANCH DONATIONS

1 JULY 2014 TO 30 JUNE 2015

HORNCHURCH BRANCH £ 1000
CHELMSFORD BRANCH £ 1000
SOUTH WOODHAM FERRERS BRANCH £ 360
CLACTON ON SEA BRANCH £ 50
TAKELEY BRANCH £ 500
GREAT DUNMOW BRANCH £ 860
WICKFORD BRANCH £ 1500
HOCKLEY BRANCH £ 250
WEELEY & Lt CLACTON BRANCH £ 50
BRENTWOOD BRANCH £ 250
ROWHEDGE BRANCH £ 2000
DANBURY BRANCH £25000
GREAT WALTHAM BRANCH £ 250
BRENTWOOD BRANCH £ 50
BROOMFIELD BRANCH £ 500

TOTAL RECEIVED FROM BRANCHES THIS
FINANCIAL YEAR TO DATE:

£33620

TOTAL RECEIVED FROM OTHER SOURCES
THIS FINANCIAL YEAR TO DATE:

£9770

COMBINED TOTAL TO DATE:

£43390

PLEASE NOTE: DUE TO THE BANK BECOMING MORE PEDANTIC
REGARDING THE WORDING OF CHEQUES, WOULD ALL
CONTRIBUTORS TO THE COUNTY WELFARE FUND PLEASE MAKE
THEIR CHEQUES PAYABLE TO:

RBL ESSEX COUNTY COMMITTEE No 2 ACCOUNT

THANK YOU

‘Coming together is a beginning.

Keeping together is progress.

Working together is success.’
(Henry Ford)

COUNTY NOTICES & EVENTS

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
ESSEX COUNTY
NEWSLETTER

BRANCH FUND INITIATIVE 1.9851%

NOVEMBER

DECEMBER
2014

WELFARE EXPENDITURE

£30,000

VISITOR VOLUNTEER

OPPORTUNITIES

The role of the Visitor Volunteer is to provide
comradeship to individual beneficiaries in their home,
in hospital or within the community.

Branches should look for reliable and trustworthy
volunteers who will have the time available to make a
commitment to visiting the person concerned for as
long as is necessary. They will need to:

Empathise with, offer comradeship to and
befriend beneficiaries

Be comfortable working on their own

Be committed to equality and diversity

Branches should recruit and manage their own list of
Visitor Volunteers. Please contact the Membership
Support Officer for the full guidance pack.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------

COUNTY CONFERENCE

DEADLINE

If you wish to send a delegate to the Annual Essex
County Conference you must submit a Delegate
Nomination Form to County office by 19th December.
Please see the Conference Circular sent to all Branch
Secretaries for the correct form.
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CHANGES TO THE MOD MEDALS

AND CLASPS POLICY FOLLOWING

A RECENT REVIEW

NEW CLASPS

Cyprus 1963 – 64.
Service during the period 21 December 1963 – 26th March
1964 will be awarded the GSM (1962) with clasp ‘CYPRUS
1963-64’
Application can be made after 1 March 2015

Berlin Airlift
The GSM 1918-62 with clasp ‘BERLIN AIRLIFT’ will be
awarded for at least one day service to all aircrew, RAF and
civilians who took part in the Berlin Airlift operation from
25 June 1948 to 6 October 1949 inclusive.
Application can be made after 1 March 2015

CHANGES TO EXISTING MEDALS AND

CLASPS

South Atlantic
The award of the South Atlantic Medal, without the Rosette,
will be extended from 12 July to 21 October 1982, when the
airfield at Mount Pleasant was made operational
Applications will be accepted from 1 October 2014.

Cyprus 1955 – 59
Service between 1 April 1955 and 18 April 1959 will qualify for
the GSM 1918-62 with clasp ‘CYPRUS’ if you served for 90
days or more. The period has been reduced from 120 days
Applications will be accepted from 1 October 2014.

HOW TO CLAIM

Full details are available on www.gov.uk/the-ministry-of-
defence-medal-office
Phone 0808 1914218
email DBS-Medals@mod.uk
All applications will be dealt with in date order

All the above information was promulgated in the recent issue
of Veterans Magazine( No.33)

HELP!
Please see below, two photographs of a bronze plaque
found on Saturday 25th October in Stisted Essex, the
inscription reads; "For God and Country" just below this it
reads "1914 - 1918" It is 30" wide by 24" tall, 3/16" thick
and weighs approx 20kg. Unfortunately it has been folded
into three with a club hammer and we cannot read any
more.

If anyone could do some investigation, hopefully find the
original owner and put them in touch with us we would be
most grateful. We would like to see it returned to its original
owners.

Antony Boughey
Detective Sergeant 2366
Essex Level 1 & 2 Technical Support Unit,
Essex and Kent Serious Crime Directorate,
Bocking Police Station,
Essex
Tel. No. 0300 333 4444 - Internal: #42 484813
E-mail 2366@essex.pnn.police.uk

.

THE NEWSLETTER
Is edited by the County Treasurer

He may be contacted on any matter
concerning the newsletter including
suggestions for improvement, layout, or
what have you! You may send contributions
for inclusion in the newsletter direct to the
Email address shown below. It would be
helpful if all contributions are sent using
Ariel 9 point font and headed NEWSLETTER.

bryan.emery@btinternet.com

CONTRIBUTIONS

I have received a large number of last minute
contributions and with a looming deadline it was not
possible to include all. Some have therefore been
held over until the next publication – my apologies,

but this situation was unavoidable.

Editor – as usual, overworked and underpaid!
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The Coggeshall Branch created a Field of Remembrance to honour

the men of the village who fell in the Great War. It was in place for

the week leading up to Remembrance Sunday and Armistice Day.

A named cross for each of the fallen was planted next to the war

memorial in East Street and the Field was opened by the Chairman

of the Parish Council by the tapping in of a large oak cross.

A wreath was laid by the Chairman of Braintree District Council and

then the children from St Peter’s school laid poppies among the

crosses. Students from Honywood School

had made pottery poppies similar to those at

the Tower of London and these were laid

down the centre aisle. Finally, all the young

people scattered poppy seeds over the site.

A total of 81 crosses were laid including one

for Private Reuben Evans of the Army Veterinary Corps who is

buried in Coggeshall cemetery and, due to the efforts of the Branch,

has only just been recognized as a war grave by the

Commonwealth War Graves Commission. Two of his nieces and a

great-niece attended the service and later were taken by the Branch

Secretary to lay poppies on his grave.

About 70 persons attended the opening and there have been many

others since, and the Branch has received thanks from many people

both local and further afield.

The Essex Royal British Legion’s Welfare Fund received a very
generous donation on Friday 21st November 2014 at North Weald
Airfield, of £3,500.00 from E.M Aviation Services, who with E.F.D.C.
organised the community event day “Wings Over Europe” on 7th

September. E.M.A.S. also donated £3,500 to the Essex Air
Ambulance. At least 4,500 visitors enjoyed a huge flying display,
with a Spitfire and Hurricane, ground attractions and children’s
rides.

E Group Secretary, Derek Berwin organised the Legions presence
plus the Epping Pipe Band and a march past, taken by the Lord
Lieutenant. Derek is also a member of the Epping branch and is an
Essex Committee member.

The event is booked to take place again on 12 July 2015.

In our photograph from left to right:

Chairman, Epping Forest District Council, Tony Boyce
Dereck Berwin, E Group Secretary (and Epping Branch)

EMAS Founder, Russell Smith
And, of course, THE CHEQUE!

COGGESHALL FIELD OF

REMEMBRANCE
£3,500.00 E GROUP

DONATION.

WAKERING WOMEN’S SECTION

celebrated their 85th year on Sunday 23rd

November 2014

100 guests were invited, including County Officers and
representatives from other Branches. All enjoyed a lovely buffet,
the wine flowed and later the music, supplied by Ian Jordan,
helped the Ladies to relax and dance.
It was a very busy time for the committee, but well worth while
with all the many compliments made by those who attended.

CANVEY ISLAND

Canvey Island had a charity evening on Friday

3rd October in aid of the Poppy Appeal. We held

raffles, three auctions and had entertainment. The

evening was very well attended and we raised

£501.74. We were pleased that Rebecca Harris

MP for Castlepoint was able to attend to support this

event
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LIAISON VISIT IN MALTA

Whilst on holiday in Malta during the last fortnight in October, the
County Vice Chairman, Colonel (Retd) Roger Burgess OBE,
bumped into the Secretary of the Malta Branch RBL, Mr Colin
Pilling. The Malta Branch is about 450 strong and collects
approximately 2,500 Euros each year for the Poppy Appeal.

The Branch also has its own Pub called “The British Legion Pub” in
Melita Street, Valletta, which was thriving when Roger Burgess paid
the obligatory liaison visit one evening. Any Members of the Royal
British Legion on holiday in Malta
are most welcome to visit the pub.

THE SOUTH WOODHAM FERRERS

POPPY QUILT

The quilt was made by the South Woodham
Ferrers quilters. It took over 200 hours of work by the team.
It measures 61x52 inches and was intended to be a raffle

prize but on completion it was decided that would be a waste
for it not to be seen by as many persons as possible.
It is now insured for £2000, but in reality it is priceless.
,Branch would be happy for it to be loaned out for a function
with a portable stand, provided secure guidelines could be
applied. In the first instance please contact the Branch Chairman,
Mrs Maureen Salter on 01245 425330 for further information.
It is possible that after quilt has toured it will be offered for
auction, maybe to a museum, or similar to allow viewing to
a wider audience

The local community colleague from ASDA is arranging a show
for us on Saturday and Sunday 13 /14th December with all

proceeds to the legion. some tickets are still available at a
cost of £14.

We have had a very succesfull Poppy Appeal and our
current total is £16,702, an increase of over £2,500, hopefully
this is a national trend.

Best wishes to all Branches for the festive season and a
healthy New Year.

Roger Burgess and Colin
Pilling discussing RBL
matters at the bar.(!)

The British Legion Pub,
Melita Street, Valletta,
Malta.
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ESSEX COUNTY POPPY

APPEAL LAUNCH

STUDENTS FORM HUMAN POPPY AROUND
YOUNG LEGION BENEFICIARY

In the year that marks 100 years since the birth of
the poppy as a symbol of Remembrance and hope,
The Royal British Legion is encouraging people in
Essex to support the Poppy Appeal for the memory
of the fallen and the future of the living.

This call to action came from Ben Roberts, 33 year
old ex Lance Corporal from the Royal Anglian’s who
launched the Legion’s Poppy Appeal at Mayflower
High School, Billericay.Essex, where the students
made a human Poppy centered around Ben.

Mr Lee Brumby, Headteacher of the Mayflower High
School, “We are immensely proud that we have
been chosen to help the
Royal British Legion launch
its annual Poppy Appeal in
Essex, in such a
memorable year, 100 years
after the outbreak of World
War I. As a school, we are
always delighted to show
our unequivocal support for
the work undertaken by the
Royal British Legion by
wearing our poppies with
pride, helping us to help
the British Armed Forces past and present and their
families. We are thrilled to be able to play our part in
such a worthy cause.”

The fundraising target in Essex is £1 million which
will go towards the Legion’s national target of £40
million to continue its vital work delivering practical,
through life care and support to the Armed Forces
community.

Ben Roberts from Chelmsford, a Legion beneficiary,
who was the honored guest and the center of the
poppy at the launch today, said ‘The Legion has
helped me so much over the past few years and
they have given me the confidence to get on with my
life. I suffer from Post Traumatic Stress Disorder
and sometimes day to day life is a struggle, but I
have benefited from not only a friendly face from the
Legion, but I have been sent on a Poppy Break, my

first proper holiday in years. They have given me
money and debt advice, helped me with a rent
deposit and helped me to furnish my home to make
it a safe and warm place to live. I owe them so
much and feel very privileged to help them launch
this year’s Poppy Appeal.’

The Royal British Legion Community Fundraiser for
Essex, Tracey Hall said: “The Poppy Appeal 2014
embraces the dual role of The Royal British Legion

as the custodians of
Remembrance and
provider of welfare support
to the Armed Forces
community. The poppy is a
powerful symbol which is
worn to commemorate all
those who have fought and
died in our Armed Forces
and show support for those
still serving today and their
loved ones.

The Legion is extremely grateful to the staff and
students at Mayflower High School. It was a brilliant
morning and the Poppy Appeal will certainly now get
off to a great start thanks to their wonderful efforts.

Guests attending the Poppy Launch include the County
Chairman, Melvin Swann accompanied by his wife Ida,
Tracy Hall, Community Fundraiser, Dudley Naslund
Deputy County Treasurer and Ben Roberts ; together
with a few of the pupils from the School.
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Elena Holt is a young student currently studying both
history and art GCSE at New Hall School
Chelmsford. The theme for her art project this year is
'Freedom'. Her intention was to make a dress, partly
out poppies, to symbolise the price of freedom and of
course this ties in with the 100 year anniversary of
the start of the first World War.

The Poppies were supplied by the County Fund
Raiser , and the result can be seen in our photograph
below.

Following the refurbishment of an old store room, the Club
has created a kitchen area which began catering for
members on the 7th November.

The Essex County
Chairman, Melvin Swann,
and his lovely wife Ida, were
there to taste the meals
created by the new chef,
Lena and her team of
waitresses.

Good reports were received
from all those who dined on
the opening day and we
look forward to seeing many
members taking advantage of the new facility. The Club
always welcomes members of other branches and
the opening hours for catering are at present:
Friday & Saturday 12:30 – 3pm and 7:30 to 10pm.

Sunday 12:30 to 4pm.

---------------------------------------------------------------------

POPPY APPEAL
From Len James (Hockley PAO) and Bernie Cross
at Plumberow School at an Evening of
Remembrance the Children made 600 poppies -
One for every Child in the School and raised
£369.90

POPPY DRESS

GREAT WAKERING

RBL CLUB

County Chairman
and his wife, Ida,

seen here enjoying
lunch at the recently
opened dining facility

in the Great
Wakering RBL Club

Club Chef - Lena
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LEIGHLL

The Leigh Orpheus Male Voice Choir at a concert
arranged at West Leigh Baptist Church, in aid of The
2014 Poppy Appeal.

Mr David Amess MP, successfully bid for a large bear
which had been donated to the cause.

Exactly one hundred years after Captain F W Hunt was killed in
action near Ypres, a new memorial was dedicated by Reverend
Simon Garwood in the presence
of relatives, local residents and
members of the Kelvedon
Branch of the Royal British
Legion. The relatives were Alex
Hunt (nephew) and his wife
Constance and Richard Bright
(great nephew). This memorial
replaced an original memorial
which had been erected by
Captain Hunt’s family in the 1920s and subsequently fell down.
The new memorial was built on the initiative of Chris Papworth,

Chairman of the Kelvedon
Heritage Society.
Captain Hunt was the son
of the Reverend William
Hunt of the Warrens,
Feering. At the time of his
death he was serving with
an Indian Army regiment
of 19th Lancers (Fane’s
Horse) and was seconded
to serve as an Intelligence
Officer with the 4th

Hussars. On October 31st (Halloween) 1914, his regiment was
defending a small village called Hollebeke near Ypres . A
German shell killed a brother officer, Lt North who was in charge
of a machine gun. Captain Hunt retrieved Captain North’s body
and then tried to retrieve the machine gun only to be killed by a
shell. He was subsequently Mentioned in Despatches.

Chris Papworth (Chairman of the Kelvedon Heritage Society),
John Driffield {Acting Branch Standard Bearer and Branch
Poppy Appeal Organiser) and James Colquhoun (Kelvedon
Branch Chairman).

LEIGH on SEA

BRANCH

DEDICATION OF THE HUNT

MEMORIAL – FEERING

21 OCTOBER 2014


