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Newsletter – November 2014 
Remembrance 2014 

2014 was the 100th anniversary of the outbreak of WWI and the 70th anniversary of D 
Day; and the Police estimate that a record turnout of almost 5000 people, from Stamford 
and elsewhere, came out on Remembrance Day to join us at the War Memorial in 
glorious sunshine to pay our respects and remember Stamford’s dead. Led again by 
Stamford Brass, an equally impressive number of marchers, both young and old, cadets 
and ex-Services, members of the RBL Riders Branch, and a detachment from RAF 
Wittering, paraded to the War Memorial where they were joined by an older generation of 
veterans. 

This year the Town Mayor, Cllr Clem Walden, and the senior military representatives, 
took up position in front of the War Memorial where 
they could join in the Remembrance Service with the 
people. After the Last Post, the Two Minute Silence 
and Reveille, he placed a wreath at the War 
Memorial on behalf of the whole town, followed by 
the Service Representatives, veterans’ groups, and 
the ordinary people. 

Finally, the Ex-Services Detachment led the march 
off, saluting the names inscribed on the War 
Memorial, to the warm applause of the watching 
throng. 

Earlier we had also gathered at the War Memorial on 1 November to inaugurate the 
Garden of Remembrance. The Town Mayor laid the first cross, followed by members of 
the public with crosses inscribed with the names of their loved ones who died in action. 

And on Armistice Day we were again joined at the 
War Memorial by many members of the public, 
schoolchildren, the Mayor and Mayoress and many 
Town Councillors. Members of the Wildcats Theatre 
School sang Make me a Channel of your Peace and 
children from Malcolm Sargent School sang a sweet 
song about wearing the poppy before laying three 
poppy wreaths which they had made. Wilds Lodge 
School also laid a cross and a wreath which they had 
made. 

We would again like to thank our Branch Chaplain, 
the Rev Dr Donald Gray leading us in each of the above Services, Marian Freeman and 
Roy Prentice for decorating the War Memorial so beautifully, Roy again and Gordon 
Williams for marshalling the crowd and wreath bearers so efficiently on Remembrance 
Day, also Derek Burton, Shaun Arthur, John Copeland and others who went into the 
schools to talk to the children so that they understand the meaning of Remembrance and 
why we wear the poppy at this time of year. 

 

      The Royal British Legion 
             Stamford Branch 

                                            Formed 7 June 1922 
Websites: http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/branches/stamford 

       http://www.facebook.com/RBLStamford                     
www.twitter.com/Stamford_RBL 

 

                Affiliated with     : 2 Squadron (Stamford Detachment), Lincolnshire Army Cadet Force, 2005 
            : 2071 (Stamford) Squadron, Air Training Corps, 2007 
                         Twinned with Isle of Bute Branch, Royal British Legion Scotland, 2009 
                          
                              Legion Contact Centre:  0808 8028080     

 

 
 

 
The Garden of Remembrance 

 
Members of the RBL Riders Branch 

 
Children of Malcolm Sargent School 
with their wreaths 

 
The Mayor leads his people in 
Remembrance 

 
The wreaths made by Wilds Lodge School 

 
The Standards and veterans salute the 
war Memorial as they march past. 
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 Poppy Appeal In Brief 
Total Banked to date: £36,958 of which: 
Morrisons £9,946.70 
Waitrose £6,587.96 
Sainsbury’s £5,793.83 
MDU (High St) £2,546.00 
ATC (High St) £   339.13 
ACF (High St) £   298.45 
 

 Tixover Grange 
Tixover Grange Care Home will 
hold their annual Christmas social 
on Monday, 8 December, starting 
at 1.30pm. This is a lovely event 
of mulled wine, mince pies and a 
very warm welcome from the 
residents. If you would like a very 
pleasant afternoon while also 
meeting lots of charming people, 
then do come and join us 
 

 Messiah 
Oakham Choral Society & Orchestra 
will perform Handel’s Messiah in the 
Oakham School Chapel on Saturday, 6 
December. It starts at 7.30pm and tickets 
cost £8 from 01572 758820, 
boxoffice@oakham.rutland.sch.uk, or 
www.wegottickets.co.uk. 
 

 Membership Subs 
We are again down to the same hardcore 
of members who seem unable to renew 
their subs at the same time as everyone 
else. You still have an opportunity at the 
Branch Poppy Appeal Party and the 
Christmas. After that you will have only 
two ways to renew your membership: 
 - collecting your card, with cash or 
cheque, from Brian Savory at home - or 
at the Friday market between 9.15am 
and 11.45am. Please ring him 
beforehand on 01780 755208. 
  - or by posting a cheque and s.a.e to 
him at 17 Hanover Court, Stamford, PE9 
1QA.  The membership fee is £16. 
 

 Branch Christmas Tree 
The Branch will again, through the 
efforts of Colin Francis, Pat & Brian 
Savoury, and Roy Prentice and Marian 
Freeman, decorate our traditional 
Branch Christmas Tree this year. This 
will again form part of the Annual 
Christmas Tree Festival in St John’s 
Church and will be on display from 29 
November to 8 December between 
9.30am and 4.30am. Go and see it and, 
while there, buy your Christmas cards 
and enjoy the Christmas music. 
 

In brief… 
 

 
Poppy Appeal Report 
My very grateful thanks to Jim and Pauline Rimmington, Alan Patrick, Peter 
Wharam, Sylvia Rawlings, and Jane Pape for all that they have done to make this 
a very successful Poppy Appeal. 
I would like to express my very grateful thanks also to all those members, non-
members, and Royal Air Force  and Royal Engineer personnel who volunteered 
their time to cover the stores in Morrisons, Sainsbury’s and Waitrose. This was a 
very successful venture raising a total of £22,326 - £1,048 up on 2013. I know that 
it was hard work compiling the lists. Thanks, Alan. 
I have thanked the Military Dog Unit and the ACF and ATC cadets for the 
weekend of 7/8 November, and my thanks too to those who were on the MDU. 
Total raised over the two days was £2,446. The MDU itself raised, over all the 
events it has attended, £2,664. 
Today, as I write this on 22 November, the Poppy Appeal Fund for Stamford is 
£25 short of £37,000, and I know hopefully that we will reach last year’s target 
and maybe more. 
It really makes things worthwhile when everyone’s hard work is rewarded on 
achieving this figure and of course it wouldn’t be so without the very generous 
people of Stamford and the surrounding villages. 

Jim Jackson, 
Poppy Appeal Organiser 

 

Branch General Meeting, 19 November 
Some 40 of us gathered for our Branch General Meeting in November at Stamford 
AFC. We were also joined by Nick Fairfax, our new County Fund Raiser. The 
main event of the evening was a talk by Malcolm Biron on the pocket cruiser, Graf 
Spree, and its destruction after the Battle of the River Plate. It was most interesting 
to get those little insights which only an ex-matelot like Malcolm could bring to 
the construction of the ship and to aspects of the battle. 
But the surprise event of the evening came when Clive Green actually won the 
monthly draw (also known as the Brian Marsden Retirement Fund). This is only 
the third time it has been won since Brian introduced the draw in February 2007! 
Clive very generously donated £20 as seed money to start the draw off again next 
month. 
 
Branch Christmas Dinner (update) 
We regret that we have had to make a few changes in our plans for our Branch 
Christmas Dinner this year. It will still take place at 7.30 for 8.00pm on Friday, 12 
December at Borderville Sports Centre I(Stamford AFC). But we can no longer 
offer the traditional Christmas menu. It will instead be a mixed hot and cold buffet. 
The cost will also reduce to £17 ahead, which includes port and wines on the 
tables.  
There will be no need therefore to pre-register your menu choices but could you 
please tell the Branch Secretary, Pat Savory (Tel: 755208) by 3 April if you are 
coming, with cash up front. 
 
 
COMING EVENTS 
Wed, 3 Dec Poppy Appeal Party  
Fri, 12 Dec Branch Christmas Dinner 
 
NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING        
1900 hrs, Wednesday, 10 December, Clare Close Community Room       

NEXT BRANCH SOCIALS      
1930 hrs, Wednesday, 3 December – Borderville Sports Centre (Poppy Appeal 
Party) 

2000 hrs, Friday, 12 December - Borderville Sports Centre (Branch Christmas 
Dinner)  

WALK-IN WELFARE WORKSHOPS 
There will no welfare workshops in December. Everyone has gone 
home for Christmas.  
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