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Chairman's Report 2014 

I am pleased to report the branch is in good health with the number remaining constant. 

It is with sadness that I report the death of Mrs Jean Lane and Mr Alan Wright. Jean lane was 
the wife of our fundraiser Squadron leader Richard Lane; she worked tirelessly alongside 
Richard at the various fundraising events mainly the garden parties at both their houses. She 
was an expert on food preparation and presenting buffets. For many years she helped prepare 
the food for the players and spectators at Dumbelton Cricket Club and will be sadly missed by 
all. She died after a short and sudden illness, which was a great, shock to Richard and family. I 
attended the funeral, which was very well attended, and was a fitting tribute to her life. I sent 
condolences behalf of all the branch members to Richard at his time of loss. 

Alan Wright was the husband of June Wright who for many years was our Poppy Appeal 
Organiser. He died shortly after having a heart attack while driving his car in Cowle Lane. An 
incident that I was in for unfortunate enough to witness on the morning it happened. It was 
an honour for me to be asked by the family to deliver a eulogy to him at the Cheltenham 
Crematorium and also at his Memorial Service. My thanks go to our Standard Bearer Maurice 
Fletcher who carried the Standard at the funeral Service. 

New Members 
We have had four new members: John Murphy who is the Chairman of our Headquarters The 
Conservative W M Club, John Watson now living in Winchcombe having transferred from a 
London Branch, Russell Parker (Coldstream Guards) and now Station Commander, 
Winchcombe Fire Service and Captain Charles Malet, (Coldstream Guards). Charles attended 
our Remembrance Service and Parade wearing his Afghanistan Medal, which was a 
memorable occasion for our branch. 

Welfare 
We were always under the impression that we only had two D-Day veterans, until at a recent 
meeting Jim Shaw announced that he was at D-day +1 so now we have three. One of them 
Donald Scott has now had to enter for full time nursing care. The good news is the other 
veteran Bill Parker, along with his family attended the 70 t h anniversary of D-Day landings in 
France on the 6th June. The French Government awarded Bill the Legion dlionneur. 

One of our members Reg Woodward had a stroke. He spent many weeks in hospital and is 
back home and has now been diagnosed with cancer. Major Tom Hancock our Welfare Officer 
visited him whilst he was in Hospital. My thanks go to Brian Atkins and branch member John 
Slatter for taking such good care of him. 

Remembrance Service & Parade & 11.11.11. 
The Remembrance Service and Parade went well apart from an incident regarding the guides 
& Rainbows not adhering to the parade plan. This has now been resolved. There was an 
excellent turnout and the weather was good. My thanks go to our Chaplain Rt Rev Peter Firth, 
The Rev John Partington and the other clergy for conducting the Service. John Murphy, Club 
Chairman for ensuring the club was ready and Squadron Leader Richard Lane for organising 
and supervising the food. Sixty-Five people were in attendance at our reception including our 
French Branch members from Cherbourg. Lt/Col Jean Claude Hamel gave a most enjoyable 
address to all assembled 
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Once again Pates Grammar School CCF turned out three detachments of Cadets. My thanks 
go to Lt/Col Nigel Woodall, their Commanding Officer and the head boy from Winchcombe 
School for reading a lesson. 
Duncan Westerman once again kindly laid two RBL wreaths at the French Ceremony in 
Cherbourg. We had a good turnout of members and others at the Town Hall for 11.11.11. where 
the Rev John Stevenson lead the prayers and silence. 

Social 
We had an excellent attendance for our Branch Christmas Lunch at the Corner Cupboard Inn. 
The food and the service were excellent. A bottle of whisky was presented to Maurice Fletcher 
our Standard Bearer and also to Roger Shakespeare for his generous support for the Branch. 

Lent Lunch 
Rosemary Hancock once again organised another successful Lent Lunch, which a record £532 
was raised for the Poppy Appeal, My thanks go to Rosemary and her helpers, as well as Vice 
Chairman John Markwick and his wife Sheila for organising the raffle. 

Quiz 
Jane Wain and husband Richard organised a quiz at the Abbey Fields Community Centre. The 
questions were excellent and all who attended enjoyed the evening. Many thanks to our Hon 
Secretary Reg Collings for helping me run the bar. More money was raised for our Poppy 
Appeal. 

Poppy Appeal 
Once again the Poppy Appeal concert was a big success, I thank the Cheltenham Philharmonic 
Orchestra and particularly our branch member, their Conductor Duncan Westerman for a 
wonderful selection of music. 
It with regret after 5 years of having the Orchestra at our concert we feel duly obliged to give 
them a rest for a while, hoping they may return at some future date. 
Mandy Clements-Hunt our Poppy Appeal Organiser is still working hard raising a record sum 
for the branch, which so for 2013-14 amounts to over £10,000 a wonderful achievement. She 
is also now a regular presenter on Radio Winchcombe at the weekend. 

Shot At Dawn Presentation 13th June 2014 
As many of you know, I am a member of the WFA (Western Front Association), which makes 
a study of World War 1. As part of the commemoration of the 100 t h anniversary of the 
commencement of WW 11 recently gave two presentations concerning those that were "Shot 
at Dawn' during the Great War. These presentations were held Birmingham and raised over 
£1000 for our poppy appeal. I held another presentation at the Abbey Fields Community 
Centre on Friday 13 th June at 7.30pm. Once again all monies went to the branch poppy appeal. 
There was a licenced bar and I thank Reg Collins and Mandy Clements-Hunt for their help on 
the night. 

Church Service Friday 4 t h July 2014 
The Royal British Legion in conjunction with St Peters Church held a Church Service to 
commemorate the outbreak of World War 1. This took place on Friday 4 t h July 2014 12.30 pm 
at St Peters. The Rector of St Peters Rev John Partington and our Chaplain The Rt Rev Bishop 
Peter Firth officiated with contributions from our President, myself and invited guests. 

Winchcombe like many other Towns and villages throughout the country were very much 
affected by the Great War, so much so that our headquarters at the Conservative W M Club 
was turned into a hospital for the wounded. Two of the senior classes from Winchcombe 
School attended at the service along with representatives of The Town Council, The Police, 
Fire Service and Scouts. The County President will be attended along with the County 
Standards. Lady Ashcombe and her son Henry will be represented Sudeley Castle as well as 
members of the general public. Any proceeds were to be divided between St Peters Church 
and our Poppy Appeal. As it happens St Peters kindly donated it all to the appeal. 
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I thank our Chaplain Rt Rev Bishop Peter Firth and The Rev John Partington for their help in 
putting together the order of service. It was disappointing that our branch member Duncan 
Westerman was unable to play the organ at the service despite a request from myself. 
However, the final decision had to lay with the Church authorities. 

I thank Rosemary Hancock along with the Women's Institute supplying a buffet at the 
Conservative W M Club after the service for all members and guests. 

General 
During the year accompanied by our President I was the branch delegate at the County 
Conference in January. I attended the Gloucester Cathedral Service for the 100 t h Anniversary 
of World War 1 along with our Standard Bearer; I also recently attended the re-dedication 
Service for the County Standards at Gloucester Cathedral, once again accompanied by our 
President and Standard Bearer. 

In conclusion I would like to thank our President Major Tom Hancock for his help and 
support throughout the year and the excellent way he commanded the Remembrance Parade. 

Our treasurer Michael Paish, who works diligently and tirelessly to keep our accounts in good 
order whilst having to adapt to the various changes in accounting sent from Head Office. 

My vice-chairman John Markwick who is always on hand with sound advice and help when 
needed. 

Squadron leader Richard Lane our fundraiser, who is always there with help and support. 

Mandy Clements-Hunt, our P.A.O, for her enthusiasm and zeal in dealing with branch affairs 
and the Poppy Appeal. Also arranging a simplified and more efficient money count at Lloyds 
bank for the poppy tins. Nothing is too much trouble for her and long may she continue. 

Our Honorary Secretary Reg Collings for his help and support with notices, minutes, and 
organising our website. Also for taking on the role of membership secretary, which is not an 
easy task. His help to the branch and to me personally has been invaluable. 

Our Standard Bearer Maurice Fletcher for his continued support. Finally to the members, who 
regularly attend our meetings and support the branch. Without you all we would not have a 
branch. 

John Welch 

John M Welch 
Chairman & Parade Marshal 
Winchcombe Branch, The Royal British Legion 


