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Newsletter – October 2014 
Poppy Appeal Report 
Volunteers are still required to man the three Supermarkets and somebody to run Waitrose. If you have volunteered then 
'thank you', if you haven't yet but can give some time, please contact Alan Patrick 01780 754347. There are still lots of 'gaps' 
to fill. 

Saturday, 25 October  - Launch of the Poppy Appeal at Lincolnshire Aviation Heritage Centre, East Kirkby, Spilsby. 
Commencing at 1200 hrs. 

27 October – 2 November -  First week of Poppy Appeal. 

Saturday, 1 November -  Dedication of the Garden of Remembrance, Broad Street, Stamford. Muster 1045 am for 1100 short 
Service. The Rev Canon Gray has kindly offered to take the service and the Mayor will be present. Blazers or dark suits, 
berets, medals, and shiny shoes. 

Friday 7/Saturday 8 November - The Branch MDU will be in the High Street along with the ACF and ATC cadets. Also two 
Military Dogs with their handlers and hopefully the Bomb Disposal Robot and personnel (to be finalised). 

Thank you to all who have offered their help. Thank you also to all the committee members for the large amount of time they 
are giving and the hard work they are doing. 
                                                                                                                                                           Jim Jackson 
Derek Gladman 
Most of us will now have heard with sadness of the death of our President, Derek 
Gladman, on 11 September. He had been unwell for some time and had asked to go home 
from hospital for his last few days. 
Derek joined the Grenadier Guards in 1948 and later served our Branch with distinction 
for many decades, in many positions – Membership Secretary, Poppy Appeal Organiser, 
Parade Marshal, Branch Chairman and, since 2008, as our President. He also contributed 
to the community in many other ways. He served for many decades as a Borough and 
Town Councillor, District and County Councillor, as well as Mayor of Stamford in 1978. 
He was a co-founder of the Stamford Past Mayors’ Guild and worked for the MOD at 
RAF Wittering for many years. 
Derek’s funeral at All Saints’ Church on 25 September was attended by many members 
of the current and past Town Council, a Guard of Honour of Branch Members and 
veterans’ Standards, members of the Grenadier Guards Association, and the President of 
the RBL in Lincolnshire. 
Derek was a kind, gentle and honourable man who will be much missed by his many 
friends and colleagues. He truly upheld the Legion motto of Service – not self. We send 
our deepest sympathies to Eve, his wife of over 60 years, and his family. We will 
remember him. 
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Derek in happier days at Spanhoe in 
2008 

Branch Annual General Meeting, 15 October 
The Branch will hold its most important meeting of the year this month – its Annual General Meeting. There are several 
Committee vacancies still to fill and it is five years since any position was contested. So stir yourselves and get your bodies 
to this meeting. None of you are too grand – or too lowly - to take part. Indeed the Legion itself was formed by two men, 
one a Field Marshal and one a Bombardier, working together as equals. This is the opportunity for all of us to contribute to 
the Branch, to say what you think of the Branch, even do something completely crazy – volunteer! But be there, there is no 
excuse for not doing so. 

mailto:srbonde@hotmail.com
http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/branches/stamford
http://www.facebook.com/RBLStamford
http://www.twitter.com/Stamford_RBL
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 Battle of Britain Service 
& Parade 2014 
Congratulations to the nine of us, 
including RAFA members, who took 
part in this year’s Battle of Britain 
Service. It brought a whole new 
meaning to “The Few”. 
 

 Venue of Meetings 
Stamford AFC are moving to their 
new premises at the Borderville 
Sports Centre on Ryhall Road. We 
are going with them. Our next 
meeting, the Annual General Meeting, 
will be there on 15 October. There is 
plenty of good parking and disabled 
access facilities. 
Do not go to the Kettering Road ground, 
unless you fancy an argument with the 
bulldozers! 
 

 Chalky White 
Brenda White has asked whether any 
member would like to take over 
Chalky’s mobility scooter, pictured here. 

She says that he used it only about 5 
times in Stamford. It can be fitted into 
the back of a car with a large boot. 
It would be ideal for a light man or a 
lady of any weight and is available at 
Francis Court, Ryhall to view by 
appointment (Tel: 753787) and to try. 
It originally cost £450 but Brenda is 
willing to accept any sensible price. 
There is a scooter bag and owner’s 
manual thrown in.  
 

Band Concert 
Stibbington Branch are hosting a huge 
Proms-style Band Concert in St Mary’s 
Church, Nassington at 7.30pm on 
Saturday, 10 October. Tickets cost £8 
each, available from Colin Lloyd – 
01780 782619, Brian Skinner – 01780 
783349,  Sue Arnold – 01780 782200, 
and John Peake - 01780 782683. All 
proceeds go to the Poppy Appeal. 
 

In brief… 
 

Defence Animal Centre 
We had a lovely day out, on 17 September at the Defence Animal Centre (ADC) 
in Melton Mowbray, at the invitation of RSM Adrian Davies. It is a remarkable 
establishment, capable of handling and caring for up to 300 each of military 
horses and dogs and training them for the myriad of duties the military and other 
Government agencies need them to do.  
The ADC is responsible for every 
aspect of the animals’ progress from 
initial procurement, support training, 
and veterinary care, and their farriery is 
acclaimed as the best in the country. 
They also claim to be the best dog 
handlers in the world and, judging by 
the sight of a horse enjoying its time in 
a Jacuzzi, the best at pampering horses 
too! 
There were four empty seats in our 
mini-bus. Such a pity. 
 

Membership Subscription Fees 
The usual reminder to our cash payers that we need £16 from your drinking fund 
if you wish to remain a member of the Legion. Our Membership Secretary, Brian 
Savory, has your cards and invites you to renew your membership with him at 
the AGM on 15 October. Or you can send a cheque, payable to the Royal British 
Legion, with an SAE, to him at 17 Hanover Court, Elm Street, Stamford, PE9 
1QA, or give him a cheque any market day at the top of Ironmonger Street. 
Remember, the onus to renew your membership lies with you, not us. 
This will be your last chance to renew your membership by paying cash to the 
Branch Membership Secretary – so seize this auspicious opportunity with 
alacrity. Starting next year, cash renewals will be handled direct by the Legion 
HQ in Haig House. They will send you a reminder and then send you your new 
card after you have sent them a cheque by post. No cheque in the post, no new 
card. Or you could simply sign a direct debit form now and make life easier both 
for yourself and for others. 

 
COMING EVENTS 
Wed, 15 Oct Branch AGM 
Sat,   18 Oct Poppy Concert, Oakham 
27 Oct – 8 Nov Poppy Appeal 
Sat,    1 Nov Inauguration of Garden of Remembrance 
Sun,  2 Nov County Festival of Remembrance, RAF Cranwell 
Sun, 9 Nov Remembrance Sunday, Parade & Service 
Tue, 11 Nov Armistice Day 
Wed,19 Nov Poppy Appeal Party (tbc) 

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING        
1900 hrs, Wednesday, 8 October, Clare Close Community Room       

NEXT BRANCH SOCIAL      
2000 hrs, Wednesday, 15 October, - AGM, Borderville Sports Centre (Where’s 

that!) 

WALK-IN WELFARE WORKSHOPS 
RAF Wittering – Tuesday/Wednesday, 15/16 Oct 
Kendrew Barracks – Tuesday/Wednesday, 22/23 Oct 
St George’s Barracks – Thursday, 24 Oct  

Our Chairman interviews a potential 
Committee candidate 

Poppy Concert 
The Central Band of the RAF will play a Poppy Concert for Oakham RBL on 
Saturday, 18 October. The concert will take place at 7.30pm in the Uppingham 
School Memorial Hall and, apart from the poppy, the concert will also 
commemorate the centenary of the outbreak of WWI. Proceeds are in aid of the 
2014 Poppy Appeal and the Royal Air Force Music Charitable Trust. Tickets 
are available for £15  at Music and More, Oakham High Street, (01572 
756578), Uppingham  Sports and Books  (01572 822211)  and at 
www.wegottickets.com/uppinghammusic (booking fee applies). 

http://www.wegottickets.com/uppinghammusic

