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LIGHTS OUT Events Commemorate the Start of World War I  
 
The Lights Out initiative was a beautiful and poignant way to mark the centenary of the First World War. The 
initiative was well received by the general public and a huge amount of public and media interest has been 
generated thanks to the invaluable contribution of Legion members. 
 
Lights Out—organised by 14-18 NOW, a cultural programme to mark the Centenary—invited everyone in the 
UK to participate in a shared moment of reflection by turning off their lights from 10-11 pm on 4 August, 
leaving on a single light or candle, to mark the 100th anniversary of when Great Britain entered the First World 
War.  
 
The Legion received wide coverage for the event from all major news services, including the BBC, Daily Mail 
and Huffington Post. The Legion also received the second highest number of visitors to its website, with the 
Lights Out page receiving over 113,000 visits—this compares with the Legion's best result of 115,449 on 
Remembrance Sunday, 10 November 2013. Further, 2,833,712 people have seen our Lights Out posts on 
Facebook and 1,729,878 people have seen our Lights Out on Twitter, where we were trending on the night. 
 

YOUR PICTURES 

  

Throughout hundreds of towns and villages local 
communities came together at their war memorials to 
mark the occasion. Pictured here is the Eastcote War 
Memorial LIGHTS OUT display at the event organised by 
the Eastcote Branch of the Royal British Legion.  
 

Branches of all sizes managed to mark the 4
th
 August 

with commemoration services. The Llangollen Branch, 
one of the Legion’s smaller branches with 35 members, 
conducted a ceremony and presented the Llangollen 
museum with a commemorative display to mark the 
occasion. 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-28632223
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2715326/Britons-urged-turn-lights-First-World-War-centenary.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/2014/08/05/first-world-war-centenary-beam-of-light-london_n_5650036.html
https://www.facebook.com/OfficialPoppyLegion
https://twitter.com/PoppyLegion


 
The service at the Narborough Aerodrome Memorial got 
off to a flying start courtesy of a Tornado aircraft from 
nearby RAF Marham. The service was followed by the 
unveiling of a plaque by Peter Wilkinson, the Chairman of 
Narborough Parish Council, containing the names of all 
those who lost their lives operating from the base during 
World War I. 
 

 
Legion Members as far afield as Paris, Malta and Cyprus 
all took part in commemorations in their local 
communities. The photo above was taken at the Annual 
Ceremony of The Rekindling of the Flame at The Arc de 
Triomphe in Paris.  The Paris Branch has had the honour 
of rekindling the flame since 1924 and has done this ever 
since except during World War II. 

 
An initiative of the Wickford Club, the Wickford Lights Out 
event was a resounding success with estimates of 150-
200 people in attendance. A grant was obtained from 
Basildon Council's Centenary Commemoration Grant 
Scheme to light the beacon placed near the memorial. 
 

 
Members of the general public climbed to the summit of 
Moel Famau at sunset. With perfect weather conditions 
and an endless sky of stars the participants arrived at the 
summit of Moel Famau just after 10.15pm, where a 
special commemorative ceremony took place. 

 

Membership Council News 

 

Membership Council Elections 
 
The respective tenures of six elected members of the Membership Council will come to an end at the close of 
Annual Conference 2015. Elections are due to be held for your Membership Council Electoral Region.  
 
In accordance with the regulations outlined in the Membership Handbook, Branches within the 
Counties/Districts outlined below will receive nomination papers at the end of September. The regulations and 
guidelines for the elections will be made available on the Digital Policy Area. 
 

Electoral Region Counties/Districts within Region 

http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/membershiphandbook


East 
Bedfordshire, Berkshire, Buckinghamshire, Cambridgeshire, Essex, Hertfordshire, 
Huntingdonshire, Norfolk, Northamptonshire, Oxfordshire, Suffolk 

Overseas Overseas, District North Spain, District South Spain, District Germany 

London Greater London District 

National National Branches District 

Northern Ireland and 
the Republic of Ireland 

Northern Ireland, Republic of Ireland 

South East Kent, Surrey, Sussex 

 

 

Branch Accounts 
 
We currently have only 19% of the year end accounts from the branches. 
Branches must submit their accounts by the end of September, otherwise 
they will not be allowed to send delegates to the Annual Conference. Last 
year the deadline was extended to 31 December, but this year the cut off 
date is 30 September 2014 and there will be no exceptions. Please make 
sure you submit your accounts as soon as possible. 

 

 

Applications for Funding 
 
Branches who apply for funding from external organisations (e.g. Awards 
for All, Heritage Lottery Fund) must submit the draft applications to their 
local Area Manager before formally applying for a grant. Only when the 
application is approved by the Area Manager, can a branch contact the 
organisation directly. The only applications excluded from this process are 
those asking for the WW1 Centenary project funding. 

  

 

 

HMS Heroes receives a Legion Boost 

 
Her Majesty's Schools Heroes (HMS Heroes) is a unique student voice group formed in the City of Plymouth 
for the support of Service children and young people. HMS Heroes is a national support group for the children 
of Service men and women and their relatives. A tri-Service network of after-school clubs, HMS Heroes brings 
together members of Service families aged between three and 18 years old from all over the country. 
Members of HMS Heroes are ambassadors and young advocates for Service families. Most importantly, they 
are friends for each other, especially in times of need. 
 
HMS Heroes started in Devon when the Education Department at Plymouth City Council decided to support 
the children of Service personnel more. A group was set up and a representative from each school (primary 
up to secondary) meet monthly to discuss their concerns and the way forward. Plymouth City Council Officer 
Heather Ogburn provides support to Service children and helped kick-start the group. She sat down with a 
group of Service children and young people to see what they needed and saw an opportunity to create a 
network, particularly so that Service children had friends if they moved schools. The initiative has now spread 
further afield to Cornwall and Yorkshire with other Counties lining up to join the group. 
 
The Legion is offering six months administrative support to HMS Heroes with a new appointment in Head 
Office. Hazel Thomson has joined the Membership team to streamline some of the administrative processes 
and establish ways to optimise the cooperation between TRBL and HMS Heroes. She will also be 
representing the organisation at a number of fairs and conferences throughout the country focused on the 
service child and will provide guidance to schools that are keen to join the initiative. 



 

 

 

The Apley Legion 
 

Graham Jones of the Apley Branch has produced a book which details the 
stories of the men who went out into the world from a quiet country estate in 
Shropshire, put on uniform and served in world wars, small wars and trouble 
spots throughout the twentieth centuries. 
 
At the centre of the estate was Apley Hall, said to be the setting for P G 
Wodehouse’s Blandings Castle filled with eccentric characters. The real 
characters were more intriguing, the major who lost a leg at Ypres, the trooper 
who saved his life and stayed at his side for fifty years, the general who took a 
‘Bridge Too Far’, the plasterer gravely wounded in a thousand bomber raid, the 
forester fighting with the Chindits. Apley men witnessed great events, atomic 
tests, state funerals and the invasion of Normandy. 
 
The story of Apley Legion continues to more contemporary conflicts by 
following Trooper Chater and Sergeant Draper on their return from Afghanistan 
to enjoy the peace of the Shropshire countryside. 
 
If you would like more information on his book or would like to reserve a copy, 

please contact Graham Jones by email at ghj238@gmail.com. 
 

 

 

 

The Royal British Legion General Election Manifesto 

 
The Royal British Legion will this month be launching its 2015 General Election 
Manifesto.  

Aimed predominately at politicians in the UK Parliament, as well as 
government officials, the document outlines five key policy recommendations 
that will improve the welfare of Service personnel, veterans and their families. 
The provisions contained within this publication cover widows’ pension rights, 
hearing loss, compensation for injured veterans, mental health treatment and 
resettlement support.  

In addition to the main document, an extended online-only version of the 
Manifesto has been produced. This includes a further seven, detailed policy 
proposals. You can view both versions of the manifesto online at 
www.britishlegion.org.uk/manifesto  
  

 

 

Centenary Gardens 

mailto:ghj238@gmail.com
http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/manifesto


 
The Royal British Legion is calling on the public to plant a 
living legacy for those who fought and died in the First 
World War as part of its Centenary commemorations. The 
Legion is working in partnership with Ashridge Nurseries on 
the project called Centenary Gardens, which aims to keep 
the memory of those who made the ultimate sacrifice in the 
First World War alive for future generations. Gardeners of 
all varieties, no matter what space available, will be able to 
place orders through Ashridge at 
www.centenarygardens.co.uk over the next four years. 
 
Dr Stephen Clarke, says: “The idea of planting a living 
legacy in commemoration of those who died in the First 
World War brings to life the notion of passing on the torch 
of Remembrance to the next generation. Living tributes of 
this nature can last for decades, if not hundreds of years, 
standing as a lasting reminder of sacrifices that have been 
made on our behalf.” 
 

 

 

 

County News 

 

 
The Membership Newsletter can incorporate your local and regional news 
to be included by the County/District Secretary or Membership 
Administrator. 
 
A guide is available to assist with the addition of news articles in the format 
above, or alternatively you may use this box and image space to give an 
overview of what is happening in your area. Additions can also be made to 
the calendar below as required. 
 
The guide is available on myLegion here. 
 

A complete archive of all editions is now available. 
 

If you do not wish to add any local news please remove this 
box as instructed in the guide. 
 

 

Calendar 

MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT SUN 

08-Sep 9 10 11 12 13 14 

  

    

    
Comradeship 

Services Project 
Presentation - 

Cambridgeshire 
& 

Huntingdonshire 

  

        

        

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

  

Comradeship 
Services Project 
Presentation - 
Staffordshire 

  

  
County Chairmen Conference - 

Staverton Park 
  

  Comradeship 
Services Project 
Presentation - 
South East 
Wales 

    

      

      

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

http://www.centenarygardens.co.uk/
http://mylegion.britishlegion.org.uk/sites/Membership/Policy%20and%20Administration%20Reference%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2Fsites%2FMembership%2FPolicy%20and%20Administration%20Reference%20Documents%2FBranch%20Administration&FolderCTID=0x0120002108091BE6F42F4A8B3458C4FFBFDEDB&View=%7bC8F4A242-905E-4276-A635-944BB681F0C2%7d
http://mylegion.britishlegion.org.uk/sites/Membership/Policy%20and%20Administration%20Reference%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2Fsites%2FMembership%2FPolicy%20and%20Administration%20Reference%20Documents%2FBranch%20Administration%2FE%2DNewsletter%20Archive


    

  

Membership Council Election 
Nomination Papers Issued to 

respective Branches Comradeship 
Services Project 
Presentation - 
Lincolnshire 

  

    
Comradeship 

Services Project 
Presentation - 
Spain South 

Membership 
Council Meeting 

- Haig House 

    

29 30 01-Oct 2 3 4 5 

Comradeship 
Services Project 
Presentation - 

Berkshire 

Deadline for 
Submission of 

Branch Accounts 

Membership Direct Debit Subscriptions will be processed in the first week of October 

      
Comradeship 

Services Project 
Presentation - 

S&W Yorkshire, 
N&E Yorkshire 

  

Comradeship 
Services Project 
Presentation - 

Norfolk 

        

        

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

      Comradeship 
Services Project 
Presentation - 

Nottinghamshire 

      

        
  

  

          
 

 

 

For daily updates about our work visit our Social Media sites 

  

 

 
The Royal British Legion, Haig House, 199 Borough High Street, London SE1 1AA | Registered Charity No - 219279 

 
The Royal British Legion is the UK's leading Service charity. We provide practical care, advice and support to serving 

members of the Armed Forces, veterans of all ages and their families. 
www.britishlegion.org.uk 

 
Registered Charity Number: 219279.  
This message is confidential. It may also be privileged or otherwise protected by legal rules. 
 

http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/
http://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-1HOVX-A3O7IP-LEXLK-1/c.aspx
http://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-1HOVX-A3O7IP-LEXLL-1/c.aspx
http://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-1HOVX-A3O7IP-LEXLN-1/c.aspx

