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Chalky in better times at the 
Branch BBQ at Rutland Water in 
2010. 
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Newsletter – September 2014 
 
Poppy Appeal 2014-2015  
Firstly may I thank those members who greeted me back to the Branch with open arms, it is much appreciated. 
I have taken over as Poppy Appeal Organiser with Jim Rimmington as my Deputy. Our Sub-Committee consists 
of Jim and me, Alan Patrick, Peter Wharam, Sylvia Rawlings and Jane Pape.  
Arrangements for this years Poppy Appeal are well underway. We shall be collecting again in Morrisons, 
Sainsburys and Waitrose and if you could volunteer some of your time we would be grateful; if you have already 
done so then thank you. Names please to Alan Patrick phone no. 01780754347. The Mobile Unit will be in the 
High Street on Friday 7th and Saturday 8th November. 
The dedication of The Garden of Remembrance will take place on Saturday 1st November, muster at 10.45 and a 
short Dedication Service will start at 11.00. Dress – blazer or dark suit, medals, berets, and shiny shoes. 
Thank you all for what you have done for the Poppy Appeal in previous years.  

Jim Jackson 
 
Branch Annual General Meeting, 15 October 
Early warning that our Annual General Meeting will take place this year on Wednesday, 15 October, presumably in the 
Stamford AFC Clubroom – in either Kettering Road or Ryhall Road!. We shall post, at our monthly meeting there on 17 
September, the minutes of last year’s AGM and forms for the nomination this year of any motions and of candidates for the 
Branch Committee. Please note that if you wish to propose a Motion for consideration, it is far too late if you stand up in the 
middle of the AGM itself and suggest that ‘it might be a good idea if…’  Conference motions have to be very carefully 
worded if they are to have any chance of being adopted. It follows therefore that if anyone does have a good idea could they 
please bring it to us now so that we can get the 
wording right and generally polish it up. 
It is a sad indictment that the last time a Committee 
place was contested was in 2009; usually we have to 
resort to arm-twisting to fill the positions, not always 
successfully. All members are therefore invited to 
consider why they joined the Legion, and to stand for 
election to the Committee. Apart from the formal 
positions of Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer, PAO, 
etc, there are a number of other positions – welfare, 
membership, social, Remembrance, War Memorial, 
youth and schools, standard bearers, newsletter 
editor, webmaster, etc etc. Please do not think that 
you would offend the present incumbent by standing 
– contesting a position gives the successful candidate 
much greater authority. Please ring the Secretary on 
01780 755208. 
Remember you must have the agreement of 
whomever you wish to nominate. Please do not ring 
us with ‘What about so-and-so for….  
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Chalky White 
We regret to report the death of 
Leslie (Chalky) White on 14 August, 
aged 86, after a long illness. Chalky, 
and his wife Brenda, strongly 
supported the aims of the Legion, 
and also of the Royal Naval 
Association, and would support our 
fundraising and  other events 
whenever possible. We send our 
deepest condolences to Brenda and 
the family. 
Chalky dedicated his body to 
medical research and there will 
therefore be no funeral or other 
service of remembrance. 
Nevertheless we will remember 
him. 
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 . Derek Gladman 
Members will be sad to hear that our 
President, Derek Gladman, is 
currently in Thorpe Hall in 
Peterborough undergoing a series of 
medical tests. He is likely to be there 
for some time and would very much 
appreciate visits from our members. 
He is on the second floor (Press 
button 3 in the flat!) and there are no 
set visiting hours. If friends could 
also call on Eve at home, that too 
would be most appreciated. 

 Chairmen & 
Secretaries’ Seminar 
The now annual Branch Chairmen & 
Secretaries’ Seminar will take place on 
27 September at the Donington & 
Quadring RBL Club. If you would like 
us to raise anything concerning the 
governance of the Legion, please let us 
know – John Copeland (756530), Ray 
Beresford (481981). 

 Cyril Clive Charity 
Does anyone remember Cyril 
Charity? His great niece has written 
to ask if we can give her any 
information about Mr Charity. He 
was born on 18 September 1922 in 
North Luffenham to John Henry and 
Sarah Charity and served in the RAF 
during WWII, also at North 
Luffenham. After the war he lived at 
23 Windsor Close, Stamford until he 
died on 30 July 1977. 
Please let me know if you can help – 
757041. 

 Poppy Concert 
The Central Band of the RAF will 
play a Poppy Concert for Oakham 
RBL on Saturday, 18 October. The 
concert will take place in the 
Uppingham School Memorial Hall 
and, apart from the poppy, the 
concert will also commemorate the 
centenary of the outbreak of WWI. 
Proceeds are in aid of the 2014 
Poppy Appeal and the Royal Air 
Force Music Charitable Trust. 
Tickets are available for £15  at 
Music and More, Oakham High 
Street, (01572 756578), Uppingham  
Sports and Books  (01572 822211)  
and 
www.wegottickets.com/uppingham
music (booking fee applies). 
 

In brief… 
 

 
Membership Subscription Fees 
Our membership subs are due for renewal on 1 October.  The national rate has 
gone up this year to £15 so, with our local addition of £1, your total fee for the 
coming year will be £16 – an absolute bargain for membership of the best Branch 
in the country! Some Branches levy £20 or even more from their members. 
Direct Debit payers: you need do nothing. You should receive your new card 
through the post automatically in September and the Legion will quietly raid your 
bank drinking account for £16 in the first week of October. If you do not receive 
your membership card by then, please let Brian Savory know (01780 755208) 
and he will raise a fuss with the Membership Department. 
Cash payers: we should receive your cards soon and they will be available, 
against £16 in cash or by cheque, in the Stamford AFC Club at the AGM on 15 
October and during the Poppy Appeal Party and subsequent General Meetings. It 
would be helpful if you could have the correct money. 
May we again emphasise that the onus is on all you cash payers to renew your 
membership, not on us to chase after you. If you cannot get to any of our 
meetings, you can send your remittance (£16 cheque ‘Royal British Legion’ with 
your name and membership number and SAE (C6 or DL) for the return of your 
new card) direct to Brian at 17 Hanover Court, Stamford, PE9 1QA. Keen 
supporters of Stamford Market could also give their £16 to Brian at the top of 
Ironmonger Street any Friday morning. 
Too many of us still pay by cash. Each year we appeal to you cash payers to 
transfer to direct debit. This costs no more than paying by cash and does make it 
so much easier, not only for us but clearly also for you, to renew your 
membership each year.  
Nearly half of us (both cash and direct debit payers) have still not yet signed 
the Gift Aid declaration. If you pay tax, you really should do so – it is on the 
form to which your card is attached. It costs you nothing but a tick in a box and a 
signature. But it enables us to claw back £4 from the tax you have paid to the 
Chancellor’s barrack room damages – potentially an extra £500+ from this 
Branch alone! It costs you nothing and he’s got plenty; he’ll only waste it on 
MPs’ expenses or some other daft scheme. Please return the signed Gift Aid 
chitties to Brian. If you are not sure whether or not you have already signed, give 
him a ring – 01780 755208. 
 
 
Battle of Britain Service & Parade 2014 
The Battle of Britain Service & Parade will take place on Sunday, 21 
September. Members are asked to assemble in Red Lion Square at 10.45 
to be seated in the Church at 10.55am for the Service starting at 12.15. 
Afterwards we shall form up in Red Lion Square to march to the War 
Memorial for the wreath laying and Last Post.   If you prefer you can 
meet the Parade at the Memorial and get fell in there – or simply be a 
spectator.  It would be good to see more of our members there taking part 
this year. Blazers or dark suit, medals, berets and shiny shoes. 
 
COMING EVENTS 
Wed, 17 Sep Branch visit to Animal Defence Centre, Melton Mowbray 
Sun, 21 Sept Battle of Britain Sunday 
Sat, 27 Sept  Branch Chairmen/Secretaries’ Seminar, Donington 
Wed, 15 Oct Branch AGM 
Sat, 18 Oct Poppy Concert, Oakham 
 

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING        
1900 hrs, Wednesday, 10 September, Clare Close Community Room       

NEXT BRANCH SOCIAL      
2000 hrs, Wednesday, 17 September , Stamford AFC Clubroom 

WALK-IN WELFARE WORKSHOPS 
RAF Wittering – Tuesday/Wednesday, 16/17 Sept 
Kendrew Barracks – Tuesday/Wednesday, 23/24 Sept 
St George’s Barracks – Thursday, 25 Sept  

http://www.wegottickets.com/uppingham

