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Newsletter – August 2014 
Stamford Commemorate the start of the First World War 
Like other communities up and down the country, Stamford came together on 
Monday, 4 August to commemorate the centenary of the declaration of war by 
Great Britain on Germany and Austria at the start of the First World War. 
Stamford’s commemoration took the form of an exhibition and programme of 
events in Browne’s Hospital from 12 July to 4 August and a Festival of 
Commemoration in Broad Street on 4 August itself. The aim throughout was to 
highlight the profound effects of the war on Stamford and its community, as 
well as that on the fighting forces themselves. 
 
The Browne’s Hospital event featured a trench-inspired ambience for the 
display of local school children’s work reflecting letters and poetry of the time, 
mementoes, artefacts and other family treasures of the period, and performances 
by local groups of poetry, drama, and music.  

The Festival of Commemoration continued the theme, starting with a civic 
procession of two pipers of the Peterborough Highland Pipe Band leading 
Cllr Clem Walden, Mayor of Stamford and his Mayoress, members of the 
Town Council, re-enactors in WWI dress, and the Army Cadet Force from 
St John’s Church to the event site in Broad Street. This was followed by 
an hour of family-orientated singing by the Stamford Joint Schools Choir 
and a reading by the Town Crier of the Declaration of War in 1914. We 
were then treated to a display of military drill by the ACF and a medley of 
songs of the period. 
 
Stamford Brass then led us 
into the second half, again 
with music of the period, 

followed by a selection of verse ‘For King & Country’ by Stamford’s Poet 
Laureate and others, a selection of trench and 
war songs by the Half Cut Theatre, drama and 
dance by the INK Theatre, the Lindsey Jenkins 
Dance Group, and Jed Jaggard, leading to a 
magnificent climax by the Stamford Choral 
Society of Elgar’s ‘Spirit of England’ and the dip 
of the Union flag and assembled Standards as 
they sang ‘They shall grow not old …’. 
 
Earlier the ladies of the Stamford Flower 
Arrangement Society had decorated the War 
Memorial with a display of field flowers and 
wheat intertwined with symbolic barbed wire. 
Throughout the Festival members of the public 
were invited to light a candle each to place on 
the Memorial, led by the Town Mayor and 
Mayoress. Later we extinguished the candles at  
 

 

      The Royal British Legion 
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Up to a thousand people attended the event 

Barbed wire and summer flowers 

 
The pipers lead the civic procession in 

Cllr Clem Walden, Mayor of 
Stamford reads the  original 
Declaration of War. 

 
Stamford Choral Society sing ‘They shall 
grow not old. as the Standards dip in tribute 
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 Poppy Appeal 
Organiser 
We are delighted to welcome Jim and 
Maria Jackson back into the Branch. 
They were both members a few years 
ago and Jim has now re-joined us. Jim 
has also very kindly agreed to take on 
the role of our new Poppy Appeal 
Organiser. 
 

 Dorothy Kettle 
Friends of Dorothy Kettle will be sad to 
hear that she has not been well and is 
currently in the Priory Court Nursing 
Home. She is in Room F28, on the first 
floor, and would love to see her friends. 
There are no set visiting times so do 
please pop in at any time and brighten 
her day with a chat.  
 

Shopper Walker 

 
Jim Fay has very kindly donated the 
above shopper-walker to anyone who 
would like it, for a small donation to the 
Branch welfare funds. Please ring me – 
757041 
 

In brief… 
 

 
11.00pm, the exact hour at which the original ultimatum to Germany had expired. 
 
Dozens of people and groups have collaborated to create this very successful commemoration. 
It is impossible to thank them all by name but a few must be singled out – the Trustees of 
Browne’s Hospital, Steve Barker for his magnificent logistical support throughout, Gary  
Barlow for setting up the sound system, Darren Rawnsley for his creative inspiration and 
impresario talents, Cllr Max Sawyer for all 
his work, especially on the research and 
liaison with the Town Hall, all those already 
mentioned, Peter West both for his inspiring 
talk and continuity announcements, all the 
Standard Bearers and the Cadets, the 
stewards who put in so many long, hot 
hours, and above all, Sam Roddan, overall 
Programme Director without whose tenacity, 
inspiration, organisational skills, eye for 
detail, and artistic flare none of this could 
have happened. Thank you to everyone. 
 

Thwaites Lancaster Bomber Tour 2014 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Avro Lancaster bomber of the RAF’s Battle of Britain Memorial Flight 
(BBMF) is not the only Lancaster still flying today. There is another – in Canada. 
The Canadian Warplane Heritage Museum prized Avro Lancaster will join the 
BBMF for a 2 monthtour and to participate in several events and activities. It left 
Hamilton, Ontario on 4 August and plans to arrive in England on 8 August. The 
North Atlantic crossing will include en-route stops at Goose Bay, Labrador, 
Canada, possibly Narsarsuaq, Greenland, and Keflavik, Iceland, before arriving at 
RAF Coningsby. Shortly after arriving, the Lancaster will undergo a scheduled 
maintenance inspection and then the Canadian crews will complete a short training 
program with the BBMF in preparation to participate in several air displays and fly 
pasts with the BBMF Lancaster and fighters starting on  14 August. 
 
COMING EVENTS 
Sat/Sun, 16/17 Aug Ramsay 1940s Weekend 
Sat,  10 Aug East Holton Show 
Sat, 23 Aug Rauceby 1940s Show 
Wed, 17 Sep Branch visit to Animal Defence Centre, Melton Mowbray 
Sun, 21 Sept Battle of Britain Sunday 
Sat, 27 Sept  Branch Chairmen/Secretaries’ Seminar, Donington 
 

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING        
1900 hrs, Wednesday, 13 August, Clare Close Community Room       

NEXT BRANCH SOCIAL      
There is no Branch Social in August – most of us are on  
our hols.  

 

 
The Town Mayor and 
Mayoress each light a candle 
at the War Memorial  

Candles at the War Memorial 

Steve Bonde 
Editor 


