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County Service of Rededication 
A beautiful Spring day welcomed everyone who gathered at Wrangle for the 
County Service of Rededication on Sunday, 4 May. Wrangle & District 
Branch gave a warm welcome to senior members of the Legion in 
Lincolnshire and elsewhere, standard bearers, and ordinary members from 
Branches up and down the County. Many civic and military representatives 
were also made welcome – Cllr Stephenson of ELDC, the Mayor and 
Mayoress of Boston, Wg Cdr and Mrs Layden and their children from RAF 
Coningsby, the Chairman and several Councillors of LCC, and Mr Tony 
Worth the Lord Lieutenant and our County Patron. 

The event began with the Parade of Standards from the village hall to the 
War Memorial where the County President, Wg Cdr Simon Erskine Crum 
laid a wreath on behalf of the Legion. We then all moved into St Mary’s & 
St Nicholas Parish Church. The Service of Rededication was led by the Rev 
Fiona Cotton-Betteridge who received the Standard Bearers and laid the 
Union flag and the County Standard across the 
altar. 

The Rev Canon John Thorold, the County 
Chaplain, spoke of the significance of the 
centenary of the outbreak of the First World War. 

He related how he had been to Normandy with a friend to visit the grave of that friend’s 
son. All he now had of him was an old penknife. This was a personal memory but it was 
equally important to remember not just the few whom we knew but also the thousands of 
others who gave their lives in the great wars of the last century. The Legion exists to 
preserve their memory and, above all, to ensure that these terrible events do not happen 
again.  

He ended by reading from the service sheet  

‘The Legion shall exist to perpetuate in the civil life of the Commonwealth 
and the world the principles for which the nation stands: To inculcate a 
sense of loyalty to the Crown, community and nation; To secure peace and 
goodwill on earth, to safeguard and 
transmit to posterity the principles of 
justice, freedom and democracy and to 
consecrate and sanctify our 
comradeship by our devotion to mutual 
service and helpfulness.’  

After the Service we all returned to the 
village hall where members of 
Wrangle & District Branch had laid on 
a huge and sumptuous buffet, cups of 
tea and coffee and an opportunity to 
meet old friends and catch up on 
gossip. 

 
The Standards march to the War Memorial 

Laying the wreath at the War Memorial 

The Rededication of the 
County Standard 

 
To emphasise how the war had touched 
Wrangle, the County President and Wg 
Cdr Layden laid a wreath at a memorial 
plaque in the church to the American 
crew of a Liberator which crashed 
nearby, killing all but one on board. 

 
The five Standards – Wrangle & District 
Branch, the County Women’s Section, the 
Union flag, Lincolnshire County, and the 
County Youth. 

http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/counties/lincolnshire
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Almost every member in the County will have taken part in 
or watched on television all or some part of the D Day 70th 
Anniversary events held in this country or in Normandy. We 
cannot help but to be moved by the humility of the survivors 
of that that fateful day who were determined to be there and 
take part in the remembrance parades and Church services. 
When asked why they were there, almost to a man they said 
”because I wanted to remember my friends who did not 
survive”. Those veterans showed great pride and dignity and 
emphasised the standards that we must follow. As 
Custodians of Remembrance in our own Branches and local 
communities it is our solemn duty to honour those who made 
the ultimate sacrifice in the service of their country. 

Many Branches will in the coming weeks and months be 
commemorating the start of the First World War and indeed 
commemoration events will take place at intervals over the 
next four years. Please keep the County Secretary informed 
of your Branch events and the County Committee will 
support as many of them as possible. We also need reports of 
your activities for future editions of this Newsletter 

Lincolnshire County was well represented at our recent 
Annual Conference at Torquay. Thank you to all of you who 
made the long journey and gave your time to take part in this 
important event in our calendar. Only by being represented 
can we make our points of view known. A report of the 
results of our deliberations is given elsewhere so I will not 
comment on those proceedings. I will however say that I was 
personally very disappointed that Skegness did not win the 
vote for place of Conference 2018. Three months ago we had 

 

not even considered putting Skegness forward, so to 
lose by only two votes was particularly difficult for the 
small team that had worked so hard to make it happen. 
There was some criticism of the way in which the 
voting was handled particularly at the timing of the vote 
which was moved from its original place on the agenda. 
However that is over and done with so we must move 
on. I cannot however leave this subject without paying 
tribute to the magnificent support from East Lindsey 
District Council both in preparing the bid and during 
the conference at Torquay. We could not have done it 
without them and they deserve our thanks. 

The Branch financial year ends on 30th June. Please 
return your Branch accounts as soon as you can after 
this date and remember that you do not have to wait 
until the Branch AGM before sending them in. If 
anyone has a problem completing their accounts please 
let the County Secretary or myself know as soon as 
possible. We can then help you.     

Finally all Branches should be aware that Jo Ticehurst 
our Community Fundraiser is moving on to a new area. 
The post of CFR in Lincolnshire has only just been 
advertised so it will be some time before it is filled. In 
the meantime if you have any problems with the Poppy 
Appeal in your area please contact, John Hathaway, the 
County Poppy Appeal Coordinator (details in County 
Handbook) or myself. We will help if we can.   

Tony Goodwin 

County Chairman 

  

 

County Patron: Mr A. Worth, MA, FrAgS 
President: Wg Cdr Simon Erskine Crum, OBE 
Chairman: Mr A.R.P. Goodwin, BEM 
County Secretary: Mr B. Mahoney 
 

CHAIRMAN’S FOREWORD 

 
County Fund Raiser (CFR) 
Branches will be aware that our CFR, Jo Ticehurst, has been appointed as Fund Raising Manager East. This means 
of course that her position as CFR in Lincolnshire is now vacant. 

We are looking for enthusiastic and commercially-minded professionals with previous experience of paid or 
voluntary fundraising, to work in partnership with and support local staff and dedicated front-line volunteers, to 
raise the profile of the Poppy Appeal and to maximise income generated in this geographical region. The salary is 
£22,475.15 per annum pro rata 
Highly motivated and with excellent communication, presentation and interpersonal skills, the candidate will be 
experienced in building effective relationships and developing commercial opportunities with key community 
stakeholders and will have proven experience of working closely with volunteers, able to recruit, develop and 
motivate them using your influential yet collaborative style. 
Knowledge of the Armed Forces would be an advantage, but it is essential that he or she has a full driving licence 
with access to a car and is adaptable in their approach, with the flexibility to work some evenings and weekends 
when necessary. 
Preferential treatment will be given to Legion employees identified as at risk of redundancy. 
The County Secretary has full details of how to how apply and applicants should contact him on 
bmahoney@britishlegion.org.uk  for access to the job pack. CVs are not accepted. 
The closing date for applications is 24 June 2014. Please note that only short-listed applicants will be 
contacted within two weeks of the closing date. 

Mr S.R.Bonde, Editor 
31 Clare Close, 

STAMFORD, PE9 2QA 
Tel: 01780 757041 

E-mail: srbonde@hotmail.com 

mailto:bmahoney@britishlegion.org.uk
mailto:srbonde@hotmail.com
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Helvellyn Fundraiser 
As a member of the RBL (Supporter 16178372 Mrs E Skeith), I and four 
colleagues decided last January that we would all like to commemorate the 
100th anniversary of the start of WW1 with a suitably mad idea for 
fundraising for the RBL. We all eventually settled on a walk up Englands 
third highest mountain, Helvellyn.  This seemed a very doable venture, 
although that none of us were particularly fit and that we are obviously 
from Lincolnshire where there are no mountains. We looked at the 
different routes up to the summit and picked the one, Striding Edge, that 
we thought would bring in most money.  Then followed 5 months of 
walking training, over 15 miles, and we'd been finding the odd hill here and there. We were very confident that it 
shouldn't have been too much.  
We started out at 9am, full of confidence, all with a spring in our step.  It didn't last long...... The route from 
Patterdale to the starting point of Striding Edge was, long and very hard, the sun was beating down on us - there 
was no cover. Then we had our first glimpse of the edge and all muttered "I can't do that".  It is a 300 metre, jagged 
length of rock that juts out in various parts like the broken spine of a dragon.  We very gingerly started to cross the 
spine - one side of the edge is a drop to the floor of the valley below and the other is a drop into Red Tarn - not 
good to fall either way.  We knew it would be hard and lofty, but I don't think any of us quite expected this. 
 Moving forwards (you couldn't go back) we eventually got to the other side - and a queue of people waiting.... This 
was the sting in the tail. This was called 'The Chimney' - a 20ft open gouge in the rock that one must climb down 
backwards - exposed to the open chasm of the valley.  This is when I honestly questioned my sanity. 
That being safely climbed - we next had a 300ft scramble over rock and loose scree on a near vertical face to reach 
the summit.  We ended up crawling up the last bit on our hands and knees and only stopped when we saw people 
walking upright near us..... 

So we did it, eventually, with a few tears, hugs and bitter regret - 
but they soon turned to a great feeling of accomplishment and 
excitement for our next adventure.  I feel that although we pushed 
ourselves to and beyond our limits, this changed something in all 
of us. So we walked 9.71 miles, it took us just under 7 hours and 
we have raised just over £2000.00 for the RBL - I'm so chuffed to 
bits with myself, the team and everyone that took the time to give 
so generously.  
Emma Skeith (and on behalf of Nigel Skeith, Marie Jackson, 
Chris Noon, and Shirley Noon) 

 
 
 
The Great Centenary Charity Auction 
Do you have any First World War memorabilia such as uniforms, medals, 
postcards or antiques and collectibles from the 1920s to the 1960s? You can 
find a new home for your items and help The Royal British Legion fund 
research into reducing the effects of bomb blast injuries by taking part in The 
Great Centenary Charity Auction. 

The first auction is planned for 21 September at Raynham Hall in Norfolk 
and will be run by James & Sons on location and online. It will be streamed 
online at www.the-saleroom.com  Non-military items, such as stamp and 

coin collections will also be considered for inclusion in the auction. For 
queries related to auction items contact enquiries@greatauction.org  

The Great Centenary Charity Auction is being supported by 
ipostparcels.com, part of the UK Mail Group. Ipostparcels.com are offering 
pick-up and delivery of items donated to the auction from members of the 
public at a reduced rate (90%). To take advantage of the discount, first email 
auction@britishlegion.org.uk for full instructions and your reduced rate 
code. Please note you will receive a response within 24 hours of your initial 
email. The discount offer is on parcels up to a maximum weight of 25kg and 
not exceeding 80cm x 80cm x 80 cm in size. To submit items at your own 
cost please send them to: 
The Great Centenary Charity Auction,  Raynam Hall, Fakenham, Norfolk NR21 7ER 

Poppy Appeal & Fundraising 

 
The bottom of the Chimney 

 
At the top 

 

Poppy Appeal Concert 
Holbeach St Marks Branch are 
holding a concert in aid of the Poppy 
Appeal. It will be at the Holbeach St 
Marks Village Hall on Saturday, 12 
July, starting at 7.30pm. Holbeach 
Band will be playing and tickets will 
cost £5, including cost of a buffet, 
from Mrs Janet Newell on 01775 
760262. 

http://www.the-saleroom.com
mailto:enquiries@greatauction.org
mailto:auction@britishlegion.org.uk
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Volunteers wanted to Plant Poppies at the Tower  
We need your help to plant poppies. This year the Tower of London will play 
a unique role in marking the First World War Centenary, when the Legion fills 
the Tower's moat with over 800,000 ceramic poppies.  

On 5 August a major artistic creation entitled ‘Blood Swept Lands and Seas of 
Red’ will see the Tower’s moat turned entirely red through the installation of 
over 800,000 ceramic poppies, each one beautifully handmade in the studio of 
artist Paul Cummins. The unique exhibit will be on display until 11 
November. 

The ceramic poppies will be available to buy for £25 each from 5 August and 
the net proceeds, which we hope will be in excess of £15m if all poppies are 
sold, will be shared equally amongst a number of carefully selected service 
charities.  

We need your help. With over 800,000 poppies to plant, we have a big job on our hands and we invite Legion staff, 
volunteers and members to get involved. **Volunteers are invited to take part in this special event between 18 
July and 1 August 2014.** 

You can sign up by completing the Google Form: http://bit.ly/poppyvolunteers, or if you want to volunteer as a 
group (over 6 people) please email poppyvolunteer@hrp.org.uk and the team will send you a registration form. 

 

Poppy Appeal 2013/14 
Since last October, people in the 
East Midlands have so far donated 
more than £2.5million to the 
Poppy Appeal. In Lincolnshire the 
sum is over £700,000 and in 
Stamford we are close to £40,000. 
And we still have five months to 
go until the appeal year ends in 
September.  
Claire Rowcliffe, Interim Head of 
Regional Fundraising at the 
Legion, has said: “We are thrilled 
at the generosity of the people in 
the East Midlands. It’s a great 
achievement to say we have 
broken the £2million target for the 
last four years and even more 
poignant this year as we 
commemorate 100 years since 
Britain entered the First World 
War. We helped nearly 3,000 
beneficiaries in the East Midlands 
last year alone.” The Legion’s 
welfare programme spends 
£1.6million a week in direct 
welfare support   

 
 

Fund 
Raising 

http://bit.ly/poppyvolunteers
mailto:poppyvolunteer@hrp.org.uk
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Annual National Conference – Torquay 17-18 May 2014 
 
1. Our National Conference at Torquay was blessed with excellent weather which lightened the mood of our 
delegates and promised well for the debates to follow. Whist not all was sweetness and light it was far more  
enjoyable than Llandudno 2013.  

Membership Council Forum 
2. The Membership Forum is the first event of the day and tends to set the tone of the whole Conference.  
The Chairman of the Trustees (WHO) acknowledged that he had spoken for far too long in 2013 but he and his 
colleagues managed to speak for 50 minutes. 

The points they made were: 
• The Legion must appeal to the wider community, engage them in a wider relationship, closer involvement, 

fundraising etc, not just in November. We must all explain what we do. 
• We are a big organisation but we are not using our resources, coherence and potential to best effect. 
• We are raising our profile.  

- The D Day 70th commemoration will involve 1000 veterans, have all-day BBC TV coverage and 12 
million viewers. We must demonstrate that we are ‘standing shoulder to shoulder’. 

- We are improving our merchandising to improve our image; we are not just about fundraising. 
-  Our WWI Centenary activities are raising our profile through Everyman Remembered, which the schools 

are taking up, and an Auction of artefacts.  
-  Our initiatives on the Election Manifesto, HMS Heroes, and Making a Difference are beginning to get the 

message across, even displacing Help for Heroes. 
• We need many more Branch activities and a master list so that we know what we are all doing and can allocate 

resources more effectively. 
In summary we need to Engage, Support, Involve, and Commit. 

3.  In the time remaining, questions raised the role of Branches in the delivery of welfare, which is now much too 
remote, and members’ feeling that they are ‘treated like idiots’. Delegates complained about the venue of the 
Forum itself, that it was remote, underground, stuffy and difficult for disabled access, and that there was just one 
roving microphone for 200 delegates. The response, blaming the administration, was not well received. 
 
Conference Speeches 
3. The usual speeches by the National President, Chairman, Director General and Dep. Director General began the 
Conference. Some of the key points made were: 
 - We need to recognise and nominate for recognition those who go the extra mile, demonstrate some 
extraordinary, inspirational effort; we need fresh blood, new people, more comradeship; the WWI Commemoration 
is a valuable opportunity to engage with people. 
 - Pathway for Growth is up and running with a budget of £7.8 million; the Call Centre is doing well with 
150,000 calls to date; three Pop In centres are operational, a new telephone line will open on 12 July; the 
Knowledge Base is operational; There has been much ill-informed criticism but the leadership has listened to our 
questions and are delivering positive results and high quality welfare advice and help which has doubled since 
2013.  It should be judged on its impacts and numbers helped. 
 - We are working closely with the War Widows Association for better compensation for them; the Blast 
Injuries, Battleback and Defence Recovery Centres are now operational. 
 - We need to talk about all these successes, to work together to bring them to the public. 
 - We now have 2000 Military members and need more; Branches must raise their profiles locally, must 
engage more with the serving Armed Forces. HQ cannot do this. 
 - The Community Covenant continues to be fruitful; Ministers quote its successes; almost all communities 
are signed up but we need to ensure that it is put into action. 
 
The Motions 
Charter Motion 1 (Revision of the Royal Charter) 
Charter Motion 1 was a re run of the same motion which was defeated  in Conference 2013.  

Prior to Charter Motion 1 being debated Stamford Branch appealed to Conference to allow the original Rule 14 to 
remain in place within Charter Motion 1. This was accepted by Conference and CM 1 was debated. However 
delegates decided that even with the original Rule 14 in place CM1 was not acceptable and it was defeated by 
210(52%) to 195 (48%) almost the same margin as last year.  
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This was an identical rerun of the same Motion in 2013. That had been heavily defeated, mainly because it 
contained a toxic new Rule 14 which would remove the power of Conference to reject any future Charter Motion 
proposed by the Trustees. The Motion, as re-presented this year, stood no chance of being approved.  Stamford 
Branch therefore appealed to Conference to debate a prior Motion which replaced that toxic Rule with the original, 
agreed Rule 14, currently still in the Royal Charter. The appeal was successful and Conference then debated the 
now detoxified Charter Motion1. Sadly, such is the lack of confidence in this Motion that delegate after delegate 
objected to this, that and other parts of the draft new Royal Charter. The Motion was defeated by 210 (52%) to 195 
(48%), almost the same as last year. 

Charter Motions 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10. 
These were Motions to tidy up aspects of the Royal Charter  
- to clarify the Legion’s role in Remembrance,  
- to give the membership more weight in the National Conference Committee,  
- to remove some out of date references to the Conference Committee,  
- to allow members of the Membership Council to speak at Annual Conference, 
- to allow members of the Executive Board to speak at Annual Conference, 
- to remove unnecessary procedural detail from the Charter on the election of the Natioan Chairman and Vice 

Chairman’ 
- to remove a time-expired Rule on the election of Trustees, 
- to clarify a Charter Rule on the terms of office of the Trustees. 
All passed with large majorities. 

Charter Motion 5 (To give Annual Conference a role in the governance of the Legion) 
This same Motion received an 86% majority in 2014  2013 but was not accepted by the Trustees because, 
allegedly, its implementation would be ‘fraught with difficulty’. No attempt was made to explain ‘difficulty’. 
Stamford therefore tabled this identical Motion again this year and Branch Delegates again gave it a large approval 
of 83%.  
Motion 1 (To allow caseworkers without computer skills to continue as caseworkers) 
Approved by 322 (79%) to 22 (21%) 

Motion 2 (To change the name of ‘Military Membership’ to ‘Military Friends of the Legion’) 
Rejected by 246 (61%) to 151 (39%) 

Motion 3 (A request to inform Counties and Districts and general Membership of the true costs of Pathway for 
Growth) 
Rejected by 243 (61%) to 154 (39%)  

Motion 4 (To clarify with the Home Office that the Police should not charge for policing parades on Remembrance 
Sunday) 
Approved by 368 (94%) to 24 (6%) 

Motion 5 (For the Government to strike a medal for those injured or impaired by enemy action) 
Rejected by 367 (96%) to 15 (4%) 

Motion 6 (To research the introduction of a Veteran’s Identity Card) 
Approved by 359 (86%) to 57 (14%) 

Motion 7 (That all serving and reservist personnel should be asked on leaving the Forces whether their name and 
address may be passed to the Legion) 
Passed by 86% for to 14% against. 

Motion 8 (To lobby Government so that people on benefits should not be disadvantaged by threat to withdraw their 
benefits) 
Approved by 234 (60%) to 157 (40%) 
 
There was one election, that of Susan Kelly to the National Conference Committee. 
 
And Belfast was chosen as the venue for the Conference in 2018 by just 2 votes over Skegness (187 to 185!) 
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WWI Centenary Commemoration Programme 

Stamford’s WWI Centenary Commemoration Programme is a partnership 
led by Stamford Town Council with the support of Stamford Branch and 
the local arts organisation Art Pop-Up. They have already launched a 
community research project to identify, explore and record Stamford’s WWI 
heritage and to develop a comprehensive and sustainable record. Several 
Branch members have already contributed to this. 

This summer, from 13 July to 4 August, they are transforming the Board 
Room of Browne’s Hospital into a temporary WWI ‘trench-inspired’ 
ambience for the display of local school children’s work reflecting letters and 
poetry of the time, as well as responses to the mementoes and treasures 
owned by the soldiers. They will also host a series of free events to 
commemorate the outbreak of the War; these will include lectures, choral 
concerts, talks, poetry and music recitals, drama etc. All these events are 
FREE but because seating is limited, tickets must be booked in advance from 
Stamford Arts Centre (Tel: 01780 763 203).  

This ‘Launch’ programme will climax with a 
free, major open air event, the Festival of 
Commemoration, in Broad Street on Monday, 4 
August, the centenary of the declaration of war 
on Germany. This Festival, next to the War 
Memorial, will feature: family- and adult-
orientated performances on stage - brass band 
music, military drill with audience participation, 
a children’s choir, a series of static displays by 
volunteers and local groups on life in 1914, , 
poetry, drama by the INK Theatre group, 
Stamford Choral Society singing Elgar’s Spirit 
of England, a reading of the declaration of war, 
and the tolling of church bells. 

 
Immingham Children build a WWI Trench  
A committee of ‘Immingham in Bloom’, the Town Council, and 
Immigham Branch have dug a replica trench as part both of the 
town’s ‘In Bloom’ display this year and of the town’s WWI 
commemoration. It is being funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund and 

others, and the work has been 
carried out by the ‘In Bloom’ 
team and others including local 
schools, who have been involved 
in the initial dig, filling sandbags 
and the preparation of 
information boards.  
The Trench was opened on 
Friday, 30 May by the 
Immingham Town Mayor, 
Councillor Malcolm Cullum and 
County Chairman Tony 
Goodwin. 
Press coverage has been very 
positive and supportive. It is 
hoped that the "life span" will be 
the four years of the WWI 
commemoration.  

The Stamford Scroll of Tribute and 
Appreciation sent to all who served in the 
Armed Forces 

 
The ‘Coin of Honour’ for the 
fallen 

 

Photo courtesy of the Grimsby Telegraph 

Kirton go gardening 

Kirton & District Branch joined 
local school and youth organisation 
children in scattering poppy seeds 
during the last two months. 

 

Centenary 
of WWI 
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Ashley visits the Western Front 
It seems like only yesterday when a 7 year-old Ashley McNeill was solemnly 
presented with the smallest size Irish Guards beret and was inducted, as Mini Mick, 
into Stamford Branch as an informal Junior Legionnaire. That was September 
2006. Since then, Ashley joined the Branch properly as their only Junior Member 
in August 2011 (immediately he was 12) and can be seen at every 1940s role-
playing show armed to the teeth and in all his gear. He joins Branch members, with 
Grandad Hugh McNeill, every year on our Remembrance Parade. 
Ashley is now 14 and very grown up. In April he went on a three day trip with his 
school, the Voyager Academy in Peterborough, to the Western Front battlefields. 
On the first day, they toured the Somme battlefields and stayed at the International 
School Hotel, Poppies d'Albert, in Albert near the Somme. Next day, they visited 
the Passchendaele museum in Zonnebeke before filling up on a ‘Tommy tucker lunch’ and walking the road to 
Passchendaele in full equipment. Next, they visited the Tyne Cot Cemetery, before arriving at the Menin Gate in 
Ypres itself.  Because of Ashley’s enthusiasm, his teachers 

asked him to lay a wreath at 
the Menin Gate, fully kitted 
out in his WW1 uniform. 
Ashley, said: “I was 
nervous but privileged and 
delighted to pay my 
respects in this way” 
Finally, before heading 
back home on the third day, 
Ashley and his colleagues 
visited Vimy Ridge and the 
Memorial to the many 
Canadian soldiers who died 
there.  

 
Pinchbeck’s tribute to the WWI Poets 
Many churches in the Spalding area hold a ‘Flower Festival’ 
around the May Bank holiday weekend. In Pinchbeck Mrs 
Joyce Boyer does an arrangement at St. Mary’s Church on 
behalf of the Branch.  The theme for 2014 was ‘Potters, 
Preachers and Poets … how they lived in biblical times’.  
However they up-dated ‘Poets’ to the First World War poets 
and the main display was based on the poem ‘In Flanders 
Fields’. But they also included others, in particular a poet 
known only as HWP who wrote a verse “To Lieut. Beechey 
who died November 13th 1916”. He actually died on 14 
November.   The verse comes from the book ‘Brothers in 

War’ which is based 
on the Beechey 
Family of eight sons 
born to Rev P W T 
Beechey, curate at 
Pinchbeck about 1875 
to 1890. They all saw 
active service in 
WWI – five were 
killed and one 
severely injured.  

A 
very grown up Ashley at the Menin 
Gate, 2014 

 
Mini Mick on parade, 2006 

Call of Duty 
So thankful for that windy day 
When a gust of wind blew my hat his way. 
Moving swiftly, he caught it in mid air. 
A stranger so agile, with golden hair. 
With a wink of his eye he handed it back, 
‘Nice to meet you. My name is Black.’ 
 
From the time of our meeting it just felt so right. 
The magical moment of love at first sight. 
Work at our office jobs kept us busy each day,  
Desperately saving as we both got our pay. 
Our courtship flourished, time to get wed, 
The happiest days and the vows that were said. 
 
Two p, two down, all set in a line, 
Our own little love nest, suited us fine. 
Meagrely furnished, with a curtain or two 
And Grannie’s old teapot for making a brew. 
Life seemed idyllic, perfection it seems. 
No thought of a black cloud spoiling our dreams. 
 
‘We don’t want to lose you’ sang out. 
Recruiting is the aim of what it’s about. 
Loud screams of excitement as everyone cheered. 
My heart gave a lurch for what I feared. 
They rushed to sign up, trying to be brave. 
Jack left my side, ‘I’ve my country to save!’ 
 
Our time together was short but sweet, 
Thrilled by the prospect of tine feet. 
A silent prayer, please don’t die. 
My heart breaking as I waved goodbye. 
Life was lonely without my man, 
Writing my letters as much as I can. 
 
Memories of you I hold most dear. 
Such sadness as I shed a tear. 
The news that came with heavy heart, 
That day of dread when we must part. 
I’ll cherish long the love we’ve known. 
Your spirit close, I’m not alone. 

        Mrs Trish Wingad,  
Inspired by a First World War memoir. 

 

Tony Goodwin, County Chairman and his 
wife, Jan, reading the verse in front of the 
display. 

Centenary of WWI 
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Grimsby double commemoration 

Great Grimsby Branch hosted a 
1940s-style dance and sausage-and-
mash supper at Grimsby Town Hall, 
to celebrate their 80th anniversary and 
to commemorate the centenary of the 
First World War.. Everyone enjoyed a 
lovely time dancing the night away to 
40’s style music provided by the 
Lincolnaires Band. 
Cllr Peggy Elliot, Mayor of Grimsby 
and her consort, Steve Elliot, were 
there and declared what a wonderful 
friendly evening it had been and how 

they had thoroughly enjoyed themselves. £650 was raised for the Poppy 
Appeal. 
The Branch was originally launched in April, 1934, and is still going strong, 
with about 100 members meeting regularly at the Cartergate Social Club. Gail 
Davy, Vice-Chairman, Treasurer and Poppy Appeal Organiser, said the feat of 
reaching eight decades was a remarkable one. "Eighty years is quite a time for 
any group and we are still going strong and still trying to help people," she 
said. "The idea was always that it would help ex-service personnel and that has 
been the case ever since. Gail added: "Tonight is important to remember those 
who have given their lives for us. Not only in the First World War, which of course we are remembering tonight, 
but in all conflicts. Proceeds from the event went to the Poppy Appeal. 
 

 
 
Spilsby's commemorative tree planting 
On Saturday, 3 May, a large crowd including many of the youth 
of the town, gathered in Spilsby to watch the planting of a 
Memorial Tree to commemorate the centenary of the start of 
hostilities in WWI. The tree was planted by the town Mayor Mr. 
Peter Grant accompanied by Madam Therese Wardvoir, 
President of Fresnay sur Sarthe, Spilsby’s twinning town. Ron 

Worth, 
Branch 

President
, placed a 
plaque at 
the foot 
of the tree and said a few appropriate words. 
Spilsby Standard Bearer, Denis Chandler, many Branch 
members and their and their French guests were also 
present. The Padre Father Peter Coates then said prayers 
and a minutes silence was held. After the act of homage 
was said, together with the Kohema epitaph, the Mayor and 
Madam Wardvoir gave thanks to all for coming to the 
event. 

 
 
 

The Lincolnaires band  

Grimsby Branch Chairman Simon 
Worsfold looking at memorabilia 
displayed by Margaret Jessop, in nurses 
uniform, from Boston. 
 

Gail Davy, with Mayor's consort, Steve 
Elliott, and the Mayor of North East 
Lincolnshire, Cllr Peggy Elliott – photo 
courtesy of the Grimsby Telegraph 
 

 

Centenary of WWI 
Branch Events  
If your Branch is having an event to Commemorate 
WW1 or to raise funds for the Poppy Appeal, 
please let THE County Secretary know and he will 
advertise it to all other Lincolnshire Branches and 
place details on the County website.  
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Branch Accounts 2014  
Branch Accounts paperwork will be sent out to Branch Treasurer towards the end of June. Branches are 
reminded that the Financial Year runs from the 1 July 2013 to the 30 June 2014. Once the Branch 
Committee has signed the Branch Certificate and the Branch Accounts have been independently examined 
they should then be submitted to the County Secretary.  
The following additional items should be included with the Branch Accounts paperwork:  
  Copy of Branch Bank Statement, for each account held, as at 30 June 2014.  
  A completed Authority to Disclose Information.  
There is no requirement for this copy of the Branch Accounts to be presented to the Branch AGM before it 
is sent. The Branch copy of the Branch Accounts should be presented to the Branch AGM and retained by 
the Branch 

New MS4 Membership Application Form 
An electronic copy of the new Membership Application Form, MS4/13 is now available from 
PoppyMembership@britishlegion.org.uk for the branches to order on-line.. The new design allows Branches 
and Counties/Districts to insert the relevant return address. It also contains the Royal British Legion 
contact details at the back of the member’s receipt. The previous form, black and white MS4/12, will still 
be accepted until the end of the calendar year. From 2015 only the new form will be accepted. 

Recycling Partnership 
The Legion is launching two new recycling initiatives this Spring to raise funds through donated unwanted goods - 
from those clothes that never come out of their drawer, to the phone that has been replaced by its newer model and 
even empty printer cartridges – all can be turned into funds to support the Legion whilst freeing up some space in 
your home!  

Clothes for Charity collect unwanted and reusable good quality clothes. They provide a safe and secure way of 
donating clothes online. Simply visit: www.clothesforcharity.org.uk/britishlegion to ask for a traceable donation 
bag, through your letterbox or for collection at your convenience. Then fill this up with your unwanted clothes, 
shoes and bags and leave by your front door on the day detailed on the bag. This year Clothes for Charity have 
committed to raise a minimum of £110,000 for the Legion so please get 
involved to help us reach this target! 

The Recycling Factory collect empty inkjet and toner cartridges and mobile 
phones. To date they have raised £3 million for UK charities and for every 
cartridge successfully recycled they will donate up to £4.50 and for every 
mobile phone or gadget up to £30! Visit: 
http://www.therecyclingfactory.com/britishlegion to order freepost envelopes 
for inkjet and toner cartridges and find out how to recycle your mobile phones 
and gadgets. 

Recycling for Good Causes collects all unwanted Jewellery and old/new, 
foreign/UK banknotes including; pre Euro banknotes from any country, gold, 
silver, watches, costume jewellery, even broken and odd pieces (eg those odd 
earrings and snapped chains). They will donate a minimum of £3 for the 
contents of every successfully recycled envelope.  Their recycling envelope 
will arrive in June’s edition of Legion Magazine.  

Catherine Gowers    Direct:  0203 465 9361 
Corporate Partnerships Manager cgowers@britishlegion.org.uk  
The Royal British Legion,  
199 Borough High Street, London SE1 1AA 

 Administration 

Branch Membership Listing and 
Membership Change Report 
If any Branch requires an updated 
Membership Listing or a Membership 
Change Report, please let me know by 
replying to this email and I will forward them 
to you.  If you require a Membership Change 
Report please let me know the dates that you 
want it from. 

MS2 – Membership 
Amendment Advice  
A reminder that the County 
Secretary will accept the 
information contained in 
the MS2 by email, it is 
quicker and saves the 
Branch the cost of a stamp.  

Used Stamps 
The Legion is calling for used 
postage stamps (UK or 
international) which can be turned 
into additional funding for the 
Poppy Appeal. 
Please send them to: 
Poppy Appeal Stamps 
P.O Box 6198, Leighton Buzzard 
Beds, LU7 9XT 

Operations Branch 
Welfare Working Group 
An Operations Branch Welfare 
Working Group has been set up, 
chaired by Linda Flecknell (East 
Midlands Area Manager) 
involving representatives from 
County Committees and 
Branches across the Legion. The 
County Secretary has a copy of 
their Terms of Reference 
Branches wishing to take part in 
this process are asked to answer 
the question: 
What is it you would like to do to 
be involved in and what part 
would you like to play in 
delivering the four pillars within 
the new operations structure and 
methods? 

mailto:PoppyMembership@britishlegion.org.uk
http://www.clothesforcharity.org.uk/britishlegion
http://www.therecyclingfactory.com/britishlegion
mailto:cgowers@britishlegion.org.uk
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There’s a time for tears, and Louise Ketteringham knows that time is not now. 
Branches might like to be aware of, and give some publicity locally to the 
article below which appeared in the Spalding Guardian on 27 March. When 
people see these stories they feel more compelled to donate to the Legion: 

“We are making memories at the moment,” says the 38-year-old mum of four 
who lives in Bourne. She and husband Colin are making memories because 
they know they don’t have long together. Colin (52) has been diagnosed with 
Multiple System Atrophy (MSA), an incurable neurological disease, and in 
2012 he was told he had three years to live. 

Louise, who acts as Colin’s carer, says: “It’s a good job I am a strong person otherwise everyone would fall apart, 
but in my eyes there’s a time for tears and it’s not now. “When he’s in hospital we worry, but when he is here we 
live day to day for the sake of the children.” 

Colin, who also has two children from a previous marriage, says he was working as an international lorry driver 
when he first had symptoms. It took four years to have a diagnosis because there is no specific test for it – every 
other possible cause is eliminated first. He says: “My brain stems are dying and shutting down my insides. It affects 
everything. Currently I am having trouble with my heart and lungs and blood oxygen levels.” 

One of the therapists helping Colin to adjust to his mobility problems asked if he had ever worked for the Forces, 
which puzzled Colin at the time. He had – seven years with the Royal Corps of Transport – and so she suggested he 
approach the Royal British Legion for help. 

Colin says: “I thought the RBL was there to help Second World War veterans so it came as a surprise to me.” In 
fact the RBL helps all Service people, past and present. They gave Colin an electric powered scooter and suitable 
storage facility in 2011, with help from other funds. That was followed by a family holiday, funding for the deposit 
for a vehicle through the Motability Scheme, and a larger electric powered scooter. The most recent application 
was for a family holiday for this year, these breaks making a huge difference to children George (10), twins Jack 
and Chloe (9) and three-year-old Harry. 

Colin said: “It was the last thought on my mind to go to the British Legion, but they have been absolutely fantastic. 
When you see people selling poppies you wonder where the money goes, but people should buy poppies because 
they do help the local community.” Support the Legion at justgiving.com/Colin-Ketteringham 

 

 

 

Armed Forces Families with a Disability £50 
Holidays 
The Calvert Trust  have received funding from the Armed 
Forces Covenant (LIBOR) fund to enable any Armed 
Forces family (including serving, reserve, veteran and 
bereaved families) with a family member who has a 
disability, to enjoy a fully-inclusive outdoor activity break 
for only £50 per person per holiday. This is inclusive of all 
food, accommodation and activities. 

Their latest dates for Armed Forces family breaks are:- 

        Fri 13 to Mon 16 June  

        Fri 11 to Mon 14 July  

        Sat 23 to Mon 25 Aug  

        Fri 24 to Mon 27 October  

        Mon 27 to Fri 31 October  

Please promote this offer to any Armed Forces family with 
a disability who could benefit from an all-inclusive outdoor 
adventure experience. 

Sandra Pryor     sandrap@lakedistrict.calvert-trust.org.uk 
Business Development Officer            Tel: 017687 72255  
The Lake District Calvert Trust 
Little Crosthwaite, Keswick, Cumbria, CA12 4QD 

Service-related hearing problems 
The Legion’s Public Affairs and Public Policy team 
want to hear from members who think that their 
hearing has been damaged by their Service in the 
UK Armed Forces. Many have already been in 
contact, in response to an article in October’s 
Legion Magazine 
The team have now produced an online survey, and 
would be very grateful if members could spend a 
few minutes filling it out, or pass it onto someone 
who has Service-related hearing loss or ringing in 
their ears.  
Answers will remain completely confidential, and 
will just be analysed alongside other respondents’ 
answers (e.g. to identify patterns and trends). 
Members will be able to provide their contact 
details at the end, but they do not have to identify 
themselves if they do not want to. The results will 
inform the Legion’s political campaigning work.  

RBL Contact Centre – 0808 802 8080  
The quickest and possibly easiest way to refer 
beneficiaries to the Legion is through the Contact 
Centre which is open 7 days a week from 8am to 
8pm. Phone calls are free from Land Lines and 
major mobile phone providers. 

mailto:sandrap@lakedistrict.calvert-trust.org.uk
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COUNTY CALENDAR OF EVENTS   
DATE             EVENT     VENUE 
16 June  County Management Board Meeting  County Office 
22 June  Standard Bearers School   Louth 
28 June  County Committee Meeting   TBA 
28 June  Armed Forces Day    Countrywide 
5/6 July  Waddington International Air Show  RAF Waddington 
13 July  Spilsby Show     Spilsby 
26/27 July  Heckington Show    Heckington 
18 August  County Management Board Meeting  County Office 
20/21 September County Chairman’s Seminar   Staverton 
21 September  Standard Bearers School – AGM  Crowland 
27 September  Branch Chairmen/Secretaries’ Seminar Donington 
28 September  County Standard Bearer Competition  Horncastle 
4 October  County Committee Meeting   TBA 
5 October  Service in the Field    Sibsey   
25 October  Poppy Appeal Launch    East Kirkby 
26 October  Presidents’ Fund Raising Lunch  Woodhall Spa 
2 November  Festival of Remembrance   Cranwell 
6 November  Poppy Fundraising Dinner   Wig & Mitre, Lincoln 
8 November  Festival of Remembrance   Royal Albert Hall 
9 November  Remembrance Sunday   Countrywide 
11 November  Armistice Day     Countrywide 
6 December  County Committee Meeting   TBA 
17 January 2015 County Annual Conference   Horncastle 

 
NB:  This calendar of events is subject to amendment depending upon National events etc.  
Calendar 

WE WILL REMEMBER THEM 
      Mr Eric Lewis, Freiston and District    Mr David Mountain, Long Sutton  
      Mr George Busley, Long Sutton    Mr John Locke, Woodhall Spa & District 
      Mr John Surtees, Bourne & District   Mr Ken Elliott, Billinghay & District 
      Mr V V Briggs, Horncastle & District  Mr Tom Fletcher, Barnack & District 
      Mr E W Barber, Grantham   Mr George Toomey, Skegness  
      Mrs Pat Toomey, Skegness   Mr R.A. Cox, Stamford 
      Mrs Eileen Fay, Stamford    Mr Joe Bloxham,  Donington & Quadring  
      Mr Derick Kew, Donington & Quadring   Mr F W Peacock, Holbeach 

Mr B Blendell, Laceby & District 

Energy Savings 
SKDC are inviting people to register in a scheme to obtain better 
rates from energy suppliers. The idea is that rather than switching 
provider as an individual, SKDC residents use their combined 
buying power across the community to negotiate cheaper prices 
with energy companies. People who rarely switch or have never 
switched tend to see the biggest savings; in their first mass switch 
the 85% of those who registered were able to save up to £300. 
More information on www.southkesteven.gov.uk or on 01529 
301990. The current registration closes on 9 June for a block 
switch later in June. 
They are also organising a bulk buying scheme for heating oil. 
Further information also on www.southkesteven.gov.uk. 

Corporal A Kingsford 
A lady in Kendal has contacted regarding a 
New Testament she found in her mother's 
effects. It is inscribed "Corporal A Kingsford- 
from the Holbeach Parish Church Intercession 
Service". It appears that Cpl Kingsford was a 
POW in Germany 1940-45. He may have been 
given this then or been asked to keep it for 
someone. If anyone recognises the name or can 
shed any light, could they please let Roger 
Green know – on 01406 550396 or 
r.green316@btinternet.com. 

http://www.southkesteven.gov.uk
http://www.southkesteven.gov.uk
mailto:r.green316@btinternet.com
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‘The Word’ 
The Word is a collection of 28 interviews with authors and 
entertainers, including a Pulitzer winning war correspondent, a 
number of Emmy winners, , an Oscar winning Director and 
many more… The interviews are "soul searching", many by ex-
serving personnel from both the UK and USA, and are full of 
satire as well as sad tales, intriguing histories, stories and 
interviewer led challenges. The book goes a long way to prove 
fact can often be much more intriguing than fiction! 
"The Word" will be launched on 4 July in paperback, eBook and 
Kindle formats. A proportion of the royalties will go to the 
Legion, through Sarah Tinsley of the Legion’s Lancashire Office 
(stinsley@britishlegion.org.uk). A preview video is available on 
http://youtu.be/0FknxWp7kNk. 
Both the paperback and eBook versions will sell through 
Amazon. Prices have not yet been finalised but the Kindle 
version will cost £2.99. For those without a Kindle machine, the 
editor (Simon Duringer, Tel: 07842 825006, 
simonduringer@yahoo.co.uk ) can provide links to download a 
free Kindle reader. 

“With Innocence and Hope” 
The book featured here is a vivid first-hand account of Walter Williams's 
experiences during World war I, edited by his nephew Mike Williams. Walter 
volunteered, aged 15, and fought in some of the major battles of the war including 
Passchendaele, the Somme and Vimy Ridge. 
The book is available on-line from www.youcaxton.co.uk, a publishing services 
company who offer their expertise to Self-Publishers and are looking for memoirs 
and similar books written by current and ex-serving members of the armed forces.  
If any of your members have any such project in hand they would like to hear 
from them. 

  

                    Steve Bonde, Editor, Legion Lincs 
 

 

Ford/Citroen Deals 
A Ford/Citroen dealer in Spalding has offered a range of discounts and 
incentives for any member of a Legion branch in Lincolnshire. The offers 
include: 
- A greater discount for Branch members than that given to the general public; 
- Free service plans and discounted parts, or a combination of both; 
- A free collection and drop off service for any maintenance; 
- Preferential treatment with timeslots etc; 
- An additional 15% off parts and labour for servicing. 
- A donation of £100 for each car sale, new or used, to the Branch or charity of 
their choice. 
Ideally they would like to meet the Branch to discuss the best possible deals for 
their branch and to begin a long lasting relationship moving forward. 
Enquiries to: 
Mr Lee Taylor,  Tel: 01775 888199 
Rylatt & Son,  E-mail: lee.taylor@rylattford.com 
Ford & Citroen, 
Elsoms Way, SPALDING, PE11 3JG 
 

Armed Forces 
Covenant Grant 
Schemes 
The Chancellor announced in 
June 2013 that the 
Government would be 
making its financial support 
for the Armed Forces 
Covenant permanent.  This 
support will take the form of 
a £10 million per year grant 
scheme which will take over 
from the Community 
Covenant Grant Scheme and 
LIBOR Fund in April 2015.  
Work is underway to design 
this new scheme which will, 
hopefully, be revealed this 
autumn.   

The next edition of LegionLincs will issue at the end of July. Could every Branch 
please try to send me something, however small, on their plans for the 
commemoration of the World War One Centenary - by about 15/16 July. 

New Secretary 
Grantham Branch have a new secretary. Her details are  
Mrs Linda Mackay   Tel: 01476 570031 
1 Priory Court    Mobile 07773701677 
Grantham, Lincs, NG31 6PX  Email  lydon1709@gmail.com 

mailto:stinsley@britishlegion.org.uk
http://youtu.be/0FknxWp7kNk
mailto:simonduringer@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.youcaxton.co.uk
mailto:lee.taylor@rylattford.com
mailto:lydon1709@gmail.com

