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Newsletter – May 2014 
Ashley visits the Western Front 
It seems like only yesterday when a 7 year-old Ashley McNeill was solemnly presented 
with the smallest size Irish Guards beret and was inducted, as Mini Mick, into the Branch 
as an informal Junior Legionnaire. That was September 2006. Since then, Ashley joined 
us properly as our only Junior Member in August 2011 (immediately he was 12) and can 
be seen at every 1940s role-playing show armed to the teeth and in all his gear. He joins 
us, with Grandad Hugh McNeill, every year on our Remembrance Parade. 

Ashley is now 14 and very grown up. In April he went on a 
three day trip with his school, the Voyager Academy in 
Peterborough, to the Western Front battlefields. On the first 
day, they toured the Somme battlefields and stayed at the International School Hotel, Poppies 
d'Albert, in Albert near the Somme. Next day, they visited the Passchendaele museum in 
Zonnebeke before filling up on a ‘Tommy tucker lunch’ and walking the road to Passchendaele in 
full equipment. Next, they visited the Tyne Cot Cemetery, before arriving at the Menin Gate in 
Ypres itself.  Because of Ashley’s enthusiasm, his teachers asked him to lay a wreath at the Menin 
Gate, fully kitted out in his WW1 uniform. Ashley, said: “I was nervous but privileged and 
delighted to pay my respects in this way” Finally, before heading back home on the third day, 
Ashley and his colleagues visited Vimy Ridge and the Memorial to the many Canadian soldiers 
who died there. 

 
Branch Special General Meeting 
Thank you to everyone who turned out at such short notice for the Branch Special General Meeting on 9 April.  The panic 
was caused by the sudden reappearance in this year’s National Conference Agenda of the Motion, which was defeated last 
year, to give the Trustees the power to change the Royal Charter any way they want without opposition from the membership 
through National Conference. We (Stamford Branch) wanted to submit a Motion to remove the toxic elements of that 
Trustees’ Motion and needed the approval of the Branch in General Meeting – which you gave. Thank you. 
In the event, our amendment was rejected, as was then a Motion of Urgency to replace that offending Motion. But the fight is 
not over; we plan an appeal against that rejection. The National Conference is on 17/18 May. 
 
Sausage & Mash 
We had another excellent turn-out – some 40 to 50 of us – at our annual salute to St George, the 
Patron Saint of Sausages, on his birthday, 23 April. The Ketton Sports Club can no longer host 
us for this event, so this year this tradition moved to the Stamford AFC club room. And it was 
jolly good too with snorkers (as Malcolm Biron and Paul Mash called them), steaming mash, 
lashings of gravy, and mushy peas. The peas were not the brilliant green we had at Ketton, 
more a dragon green which is perhaps more appropriate!  
Our thanks to our chefs Di and Jimmy of the Burghley Catering Co (Tel: 07599 820491). 
Thanks too to everyone who produced an impressive array of raffle prizes, to everyone who 
then raised £99 buying the tickets, and to Roy and Marian as always for putting it all together. 
 
May General Meeting 
You have a special treat in store for our General Meeting on 21 May. Our matelots, Malcolm 
Biron and Paul Mash, have kindly agreed to organise a quiz for us. For once I too can now take part in the quiz – who wants 
me? 

 

      The Royal British Legion 
             Stamford Branch 

                                            Formed 7 June 1922 
Websites: http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/branches/stamford 
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                Affiliated with     : 2 Squadron (Stamford Detachment), Lincolnshire Army Cadet Force, 2005 
            : 2071 (Stamford) Squadron, Air Training Corps, 2007 
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A very grown up Ashley at 
the Menin Gate, 2014 

 
Mini Mick on parade, 2006 
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 Summer Days Out 
Last month, this newsletter reported that 
two members had shown an interest in a 
Branch day trip out. That remains the 
number, so our proposed bus trip to the 
BBMF at RAF Coningsby is cancelled. 
We have now received a generous 
invitation to the Defence Animal 
Training Centre at Melton Mowbray. 
This is where they train all the military 
doggies and dobbins. We have still to 
decide a date, but if any member is 
interested, they would be welcome to 
join us. 
 

WWI Exhibition 
The Stamford & District Local History 
Society are staging a WWI exhibition in 
the Gallery of Stamford Arts Centre. It 
will open at 7.30pm on Thursday, 5 June 
2014. They very much hope that you 
will be able to join them on this occasion 
 

 The Belvoir Wassailers 
The above group is a local mixed choir 
who sing to raise funds for various 
charities. They will perform a WWI 
commemoration concert of folk songs 
and songs from the Great War on 
Saturday, 10 May. This will be at the 
Grantham Indoor Bowls Club on Trent 
Road, Grantham, starting at 7.30pm. 
Entrance is free but there will be a 
retiring collection in aid of the Royal 
British Legion. 
 

 Walk-In Welfare 
Workshops 
We reported last month that we had 
started our Walk-In Welfare Workshops 
at Kendrew Barracks. These have 
excited some interest – our Area 
Manager has expressed her delight at 
how they are going, and others are now 
looking at what we do so that they too 
can do something similar. And why not? 
We were able to help some 20 service 
people who came to us with their 
problems and enquires during March. It 
shows that there is a need on these 
military bases which we are addressing. 

In brief… 
 

 
Poppy Appeal 2013/14 
Since last October, people in the East Midlands have so far donated more than £2.5million to the Poppy Appeal. In 
Lincolnshire the sum is over £700,000 and in Stamford we are close to £40,000. And we still have five months to go until the 
appeal year ends in September.  
Claire Rowcliffe, Interim Head of Regional Fundraising at the Legion, has said: “We are thrilled at the generosity of the 
people in the East Midlands. It’s a great achievement to say we have broken the £2million target for the last four years and 
even more poignant this year as we commemorate 100 years since Britain entered the First World War. We helped nearly 
3,000 beneficiaries in the East Midlands last year alone.” The Legion’s welfare 
programme spends £1.6million a week in direct welfare support. 
 

Every Man Remembered 
The Legion has launched a new 
campaign Every Man Remembered. 
Working with the Commonwealth 
War Graves Commission the Legion 
aims for each Service man and 
woman who was killed during WWI 
to be individually commemorated by 
the British public throughout the 

centenary years (2014-2018).  
1,117,077 Commonwealth Servicemen and women were killed during the First 
World War. The losses were felt in almost every town and village in the UK. 
Every Man Remembered is an opportunity for our supporters, members and staff 
to be part of the greatest collective act of Remembrance our nation has ever 
witnessed. 
Each of our 300,000 Legion members will shortly receive a letter with the name 
of a fallen Service person, chosen at random, for them to commemorate. Each 
member will be able to make their own selection once the full website - 
www.everymanremembered.org - is up and running in spring and those who 
make a commemoration will receive a personalised certificate. 
 
Welfare Volunteering Roles 
The upheavals, created by Pathway for Growth, of the Legion’ structure are 
almost complete, and the administration is now looking to re-build its core of 
volunteer support from the general membership. There are three volunteer 
categories suitable for our members – information, visitor, and ‘ambassador’.  
These involve giving advice and information to beneficiaries and the public, 
visiting members and others in hospital and at home, and speaking about the 
Legion to schools and other community groups. The administration will provide 
proper support and supervision. 
These are of course the roles which a few of us already fulfil on an ad hoc basis, 
with the mobile display unit, the walk-in welfare workshops on the military 
bases, and in the schools each November. We state time after time, volunteering 
brings considerable benefits – pride in supporting the Legion, satisfaction in 
helping others, and entry into a whole different world of activities. Please give 
me a ring, 757041. 
 
COMING EVENTS 
Sunday, 1 June Stamford Fayre 
Sunday, 15 June Kendrew Barracks WWI Commemoration Day 
Sat, 21 June  Stamford Festival 
Sunday, 22 June Mayor’s Civic Parade/ Lions’ Fun Day 
Sat, 5 July Stamford Festival Quiz Night 

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING        
1900 hrs, Wednesday, 14 May, Clare Close Community Room       

NEXT BRANCH SOCIAL      
2000 hrs, Wednesday, 23 May, Stamford AFC Club Room  (Quiz Night!) 

WALK-IN WELFARE WORKSHOPS 
RAF Wittering.- Tuesday/Wednesday, 20/21 May 
Kendrew Barracks - Tuesday/Wednesday, 27/28 May 
St George’s Barracks – Thursday, 29 May 

Steve Bonde, Editor 

 

http://www.everymanremembered.org

