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Over the next four years Britain will be commemorating its participation as a major combatant in The Great 
War. Many of the important political and military events will be debated and discussed  at a national level, as 
will the role of leading statesmen, politicians and Armed Forces.  !
It is intended through this newsletter to record and reflect on a month by month basis some of the local 
events occurring 100 years ago, in the context of the broader national and international scene. The main 
focus of the forthcoming articles will not only be on a local perspective of The Great War but primarily on the 
individual local men and women whose lives were lost serving this Country. 
  
An obvious and significant source of information are the local War Memorials at Mayfield and Five Ashes. 
From The Great War a total of 88 individuals are recorded on the Mayfield Memorial which includes the 18 
names that are listed separately on the Five Ashes Memorial.  This is a much higher toll for than for World 
War II, which saw 36 people from Mayfield and the surrounding areas surrender their lives.  It is known that 
there are some from this district who are not recorded on the local memorials and others who are recorded 
on more than one memorial, for example Hadlow Down and Heathfield.  !
Throughout the next four years, on the 100th anniversary of their death, the background and service record 
of each individual who died will be reported as broadly as editorial space allows.  !
All of this research and publication is being undertaken in liaison with the Mayfield Branch of the Royal 
British Legion. At the end of the four year commemoration it is planned to publish a booklet which will include 
all the information researched and gathered, some of which may not have been included in the newsletter 
due to space constraints.  The newsletter is not a forum in which to publish any photographic material, but it 
is intended to gather and publish such material in due course in the booklet.   !
It is hoped that in publishing this material, local memories will be jogged or family history sources tapped and 
additional information hitherto unrecorded made available. Overall it is aimed to provide a sustainable written 
record for the villages; of people who are not forgotten but who will be individually remembered. !
To begin this series and to set the local scene the following are some of the local activities reflected in the 
months of 1914, up to and including April.  In 1914 Mayfield and Five Ashes were largely agricultural villages, 
with a local district population of 2,803 people (1911 census).  The local newspapers at the time were 
reporting on farming matters, the parish council, local theatrical and entertainment news, sporting and live 
stock markets.  From a January newspaper Mayfield was described as “one of the prettiest hill villages of the 
Weald.”  The Mayfield Farmer’s Club reported at their annual dinner in about recent local livestock outbreaks 
of foot and mouth disease and swine fever.  In the same month the death of the late vicar of Mayfield, Rev. 
J.H.R Kirby, was noted.  His generosity extended to providing a playground for the school, the enlargement 
of the church cemetery and the purchase of a parish hall for the village, all at his own expense.  Two new 
treble bells had been installed at the parish church in 1912 to commemorate his resignation through ill 
health.  In February, Napper & Son announced the opening of a new line of business: “Open and Closed 
Motor Cars for Hire”, who could be contacted on telephone number 2 Mayfield.  Who needs the internet? !
For the previous two years tennis had been played at the cricket ground, and in April 1914 a meeting took 
place to form Mayfield Tennis Club, with courts continuing to be used at the cricket club.  April also saw the 
annual Lamb Feast, held at The Railway Hotel, which was when local farmers were paid for their year’s 
work.  In the summer of 1913 about 40 farmers returned approximately 1,400 sheep.  In April 1914 the 
farmers were eventually paid for that stock at a rate of 10s per head for lambs taken in August, and 9s for 
those taken in September. (History of this significant local Lamb Feast event is welcomed from anyone who 
knows more detail). !
The Mays, the colloquial name for Mayfield’s football team, were confirmed as champions of division II 
Crowborough and District league, with one game left to play.  49 goals for 6 against.  !
A service of motor buses began running in April between Mayfield and Tunbridge Wells.  This was 
accompanied by complaints about the narrowness of roads in Rotherfield to accomodate such large motor 
omnibuses - some things don’t change! !
This series is written by Carole Stilwell and Brian Oldfield.  If any reader has any information, however 
seemingly trivial, to add to the research being undertaken please contact Carole Stilwell 01435 873407 (e-
mail carolestilwell@hotmail.com) who is Events Coordinator for Mayfield, Five Ashes and Hadlow Down 
Branch of the Royal British Legion.  You can also follow us on Twitter and tweet any questions or comments 
using @MayfieldWW1.


