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Newsletter – March 2014 
 
Joyce Burton 
We report with deep regret the death of Joyce Burton; she passed away very 
suddenly and peacefully in her new care home on Friday, 28 February. 
As reported last month, Joyce had been ill in hospital since early November. She 
moved to a care home close to her daughter, Susan, near Doncaster last month 
and two weeks ago, on 16 February, six of us travelled up there to celebrate her 
90th birthday. It was a lovely occasion. Joyce was settling in to her new home – 
even organising the singing! – and her family had come from as far as Florida to 
be with her. We took with us lots of birthday cards from the members, which 
gave her immense pleasure. The day was all very tiring for Joyce, who was 
struggling to stay awake by the afternoon, but she clearly enjoyed all the 
attention and love showered on her. 
Joyce was born in Rochdale in, she alleged, the same street as Gracie Fields. At the beginning of WWII she joined de 
Havillands where she had to climb up on to the roof to do firewatching. She joined the WAAC in 1944 at which point, she 
said, Hitler gave up. After the war Joyce married, became a Mum, and then developed a career as a Senior Education Welfare 
Officer in Lancashire, Kingston upon Thames, Norfolk and Canada, where she worked for the Children’s Aid Society in 
Toronto. She was instrumental in securing through the Courts help, and often compensation, for many abused children. She 
was awarded, for these services, the Queen’s Silver Jubilee Medal in 1972. 
Joyce arrived in Stamford in 2006 but shortly afterwards her husband died.  She then joined the Branch which quickly 
became, with the Salvation Army, the focus of her life. She poured herself into our activities – packing parcels for the troops, 

visiting the residents in Whitefriars and Tixover, collecting for the Poppy 
Appeal, manning a market stall, helping on the mobile display unit, 
representing the ‘woman’s’ side at our walk-in welfare workshops at RAF 
Wittering and St George’s Barracks, and wherever we needed a hand. She of 
course provided the Joyce Burton Trophy for our annual Branch competition 
for our local schools. She often said that the Branch was her family in 
Stamford. 
Joyce’s last wish was that her funeral should be in Stamford among her 
friends. It is still too early to say when and where it will take place. I shall 
spread the word as soon as I get the news. Meanwhile I hope that we can then 
give Joyce a full Branch send-off with a Guard of Honour and all her friends 
to match her own selfless dedication to the welfare of others, and to our 
activities over the past seven years. We will remember her. 

. 
Summer days out 
Believe it or not summers have not been abolished and your ever-wise Committee is already looking at ideas for days out. 
There are several suggestions -  Bletchley Park, College Hall at RAF Cranwell, the sector ops room at RAF Digby, the 
BBMF at RAF Coningsby, and the Dambusters and 617 Squadron Memorials and Petwood Hotel at Woodhall Spa. 
We have also received an offer for a 53-seater bus to take us to any one or several of the above on 28 May. The cost would 
work out at about £15 a head plus drinking money. We also have the option, of course, for a day trip to any of the above for a 
smaller party in the Branch minibus. Could members please let Pat Savory (01780755208 or patricia.savory@talktalk.net) 
know which of the above they would be interested in.  
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The Stamford mob – you should see what Pat did to 
other bloke! 

 
Joyce enjoying a day out at RAF Scampton last year 
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 Legion Helpline 
The Legion maintains a national welfare 
help-line on 0808 802 8080. It is open 
8am to 8pm, 7 days a week (except 
Christmas Day) and is free from UK 
landlines and main mobile networks. It 
offers advice on the wide range of 
welfare services and benefits which the 
Legion has to offer - war pensions and 
compensation claims, disability, money 
problems, inquest advice, care homes, 
and holiday breaks. It will, when 
necessary, connect the caller to the 
nearest Area welfare office. 
Please bear this number in mind if or 
when you, or another ex-Service veteran 
or dependant, need the Legion’s welfare 
services. 
 

 War Memorial 
Thanks to Dorothy Kettle who decorated 
the War Memorial so beautifully this 
month. She did this in memory of her 
late husband, Colin, who himself used to 
decorate it each  February and March to 
commemorate the Battle of Sobraon, in 
which the Lincolnshire Regiment 
distinguished themselves. 
 

 Poppy Appeal 
The total amount collected by our Poppy 
Appeal for 2013/4 has, by early 
February, reached £38,634.63. Well 
done, everyone! 
 

 Peterborough 
Greyhounds 
I have three entry vouchers, each to 
admit two persons for £5 to watch the 
doggies at Peterborough  Stadium. The 
vouchers are valid for Wednesday, 
Friday, or Saturday up to and including 
Saturday, 3 May. They include entry, 
entertainment (up to 14 races) plus a 
fast-food meal. For groups of two or 
more, there is entry for £2.50 each. Give 
me a ring – 757041 – if you want one. 
 

 Events Organiser 
At last, after two years, we are pleased 
to welcome Paul Mash as our Branch 
events organiser. He already has several 
ideas to titillate us but he will, I am sure, 
welcome extra ideas from all our 
members. You can contact him on 
07949 838377 or at 
paul_mash@hotmail.co.uk. It will be 
good once again to have someone to pull 
together and coordinate events for the 
Branch and its members 

In brief… 
 

It was all ferocious action 

 
The War Memorial 
We are proposing to produce a series of ceramic plaques, each of which will 
commemorate the centenary of a battle or major action involving the 
Lincolnshire Regiment during the Great War. Each plaque will carry the name 
of the battle, the date and, where known, the casualties – both British and 
German. We do not have a design yet but the plaques will be tasteful, dignified 
and certainly not triumphal. The first will commemorate the Battle of Mons, 23 
and 24 August 1914, and the subsequent retreat. The last will, probably, mark 
the battle of the Sambre on 4 November 1918, just one week before the 
Armistice. We estimate that there could be about 120 such plaques involving the 
Lincolns alone, the County Regiment; which is why there would not be room to 
commemorate also the battles fought by other units, represented by the names 
inscribed on the War Memorial. 
We propose to fix each plaque, as the centenaries roll by, to the railings around 
the War Memorial. Over the next four years they will accumulate, giving some 
impression of the growing sacrifice year by year during the Great War. After the 
centenary of the Armistice, we shall remove them and use them to create an 
obelisk of plaques which, if we get permission, we hope to install as a permanent 
commemoration in the niche below the steps on the War Memorial. 
We are aware that many members are sensitive about any changes to the War 
Memorial or doing anything which could be construed as a lack of respect. We 
share those concerns and anything we do to the War Memorial in these next four 
years will be tasteful and with proper respect to those whose names are inscribed 
there. We shall submit the design of the plaques, once we have it, to the 
members for their approval. Please let us have your thoughts on these proposals 
before, NOT AFTER, we start to implement them so that we can take them into 
due account.. 
 
Benefits of joining the Welfare Team 

One of the advantages of being a 
member of the Branch welfare team is 
that we get invited to all kinds of 
events and treats. One such was an 
invitation to the Regimental Novice 
Boxing Finals staged by 16 Regt, 
Royal Artillery on 20 February. This 
was a full blown Mess evening, 
everyone in full dress uniform and we 

in black tie. The evening started with an 
enthusiastic Haka by four Gunners 
followed by 8 bouts of enthusiastic 
boxing, mostly at light middleweight 
level, a pipe band, two very nubile 
young ladies who paraded the round 
numbers, a curry supper and a very 
generous bar.  
 

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING        
1900 hrs, Wednesday, 12 February, Clare Close Community Room        
 
NEXT BRANCH SOCIAL                  
2000 hrs, Wednesday, 19 February, Stamford AFC Club Room  
 
WALK-IN WELFARE WORKSHOPS 

RAF Wittering.- Tuesday/Wednesday, 18/19 March 
Kendrew Barracks - Tuesday/Wednesday, 25/26 March 
(provisional) 
St George’s Barracks – Thursday, 27 March 

Ready for action 

Steve Bonde, Editor 
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