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Exhortation for the Fallen  

 

“They shall grow not old as 

we that are left grow old:  

Age shall not weary them, nor 

the years condemn.  

At the going down of the sun 

and in the morning  

We will remember them”. 
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   The Royal British Legion   

   Gnosall & District Branch 75th Anniversary 1936-2011 

“Caring and Campaigning for the Serving and ex-Service Community” 

 

 

 
 

About The Royal British Legion 
The Royal British Legion is the nation's leading Armed Forces charity providing care and 

support to all members of the British Armed Forces past and present and their families. It is 
also the national Custodian of Remembrance and safeguards the Military Covenant between 
the nation and its Armed Forces. It is best known for the annual Poppy Appeal and its 
emblem the red poppy. 

Please visit www.britishlegion.org.uk for details of our national initiatives. 

Our Branch 
Our Branch Meetings are held at the St John Ambulance Headquarters, behind the 
Grosvenor Centre, High Street, Gnosall, at 20.00 hrs on the 1st Tuesday in January, March, 
May, July, September, November [AGM] and December. At the December meeting 
refreshments are served and friends and supporters are welcome to attend. Our next 
meeting is on Tuesday the 6th of September 2011. Membership is open to all serving and 
ex-service personnel and to any other person over 18 years of age with an interest in the 
work of the Legion. Prospective members should contact the Chairman, Mr Bob Lacey on 

01785 823438 or email gnosallrbl@btinternet.com 
 

News in brief 
On the 25th of June 2011 Mr Alan Cristall, Vice-President and the Standard Bearer went to 
Stafford for the dedication of the new Stafford Branch Standard and Armed Forces Day. On 
Friday the 1st of July 2011 there were commemorations to mark the 95th Anniversary of the 

Battle of the Somme where all present observed a period of silence remembering all those 
who paid the ultimate sacrifice, especially those from our Parish. Thank you to all those 
members of our Branch and members of the Public who supported our Annual BBQ on 
Saturday the 2nd of July 2011 at the Grosvenor Centre, Gnosall. Our special thanks must 
also go to all those businesses which set up stalls in support of this event, thank you.  

 

“The Grapevine” 

http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/
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On Sunday the 10th of July 2011 there was a Festival service, Songs of Praise in which there 
was a dedication by Reverend Mark Bridgen of the Gnosall & District Branch 75th 
Anniversary Pennant for our Standard. Our most sincere thanks for allowing the Gnosall & 
District Branch Pennant dedication to be part of the Gnosall Festival Service must go to 

Reverend Mark Bridgen, all of the Staff of St Lawrence Church, Mrs Mary Booth and the 
Festival Committee, Cllr Mr Roger Greatrex Chairman of Gnosall Parish Council, all 
Councillors present and most of all the members of the Public who supported us, thank you. 
 

95th Anniversary Commemoration of the Battle of the Somme 
07.30am, Somme Battlefield, 1st of July 1916 – 07.30am, Gnosall Memorial Hall, 1st of July 2011 

 

The 1st of July 1916 is notorious in British Military history. The day started at 07.20am with 
the first of the explosive devices planted under German lines being detonated. Then at 
07.30am the first wave of British Army soldiers embarked on attacking German lines. This 
day in the Battle of the Somme the British Army suffered their largest killed in action rate 
than in any other conflict. There were 120,000 British Soldiers that went “over the top” out 
of the trenches and nearly 60,000 never saw the dawn of the following day. Far more died 
as a consequence of the injuries sustained during this battle. Our respect must be given in a 
Christian manner to those Soldiers of the Kaiser of Germany who also suffered in this War, 
for them there is little or no remembrance. Back home it was the women who kept our 
communities going. Some women had a brief hour or so to mourn the loss of a loved one 
before having to return to work or family life, very sad. Our debt of gratitude for those 
people during these traumatic years is unending.   
 
After the First Wold War Lord Field Marshall Haig, Somme Commander formed the British 

Legion in 1921. This formation saw the amalgamation of other service organisations at that 
time being merged in to the new organisation. In 1971 Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth the 
Second bestowed upon the British Legion the title Royal in commemoration of the 50th 
Anniversary of the British Legion. Thus, the British Legion then became the Royal British 
Legion. Affectionately the Royal British Legion is merely known as the “Legion”. 
 
At the National Conference in Telford this year there was much emphasis placed on the 
recruitment of new members for the Royal British Legion. The Legion requires a 
modernisation, but not at the expense of maintaining tradition and support for all those who 
we care for. 
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Outside the Memorial Hall in Gnosall 

 
Present, from the left- Mr Bob Lacey (Chairman of Gnosall & District Branch), Mrs Lyn Malone 
(Chairman of the Memorial Hall), Standard Bearer (Gnosall & District Branch, behind the Standard), Cllr 

Mr Dave Willetts, Cllr Mrs Tracey Simkin (Both Councillors from Gnosall Parish Council). 

 

Gnosall was the first location out of the three in the small series of commemorations of the 
95th Anniversary of the Battle of the Somme. On the lists of those who did not return from 
the First World War there are those who fought and died specifically in the Battle of the 
Somme from our area. It is interesting and important to note that there are five War Graves 

Commission Graves in the St Lawrence extension Graveyard, two of which are from the First 
World War. 
 
The original Memorial Hall in Gnosall was built (And the purchase of the land) by the 
survivors and dependants of the “Great War”. In front of the Memorial Hall there is a car 
park which was once a bowling green. The Memorial Hall is available for hire by outside 
organisations and groups and has a licensed bar and kitchen. The details of the relevant 
contacts can be found near the entrance to the hall. The Memorial Hall is also traditionally 
the start of the Remembrance parade which this year will take place on Sunday the 13th of 
November. Our parade starts with a small tribute to the fallen. More details will be 
published near to the Remembrance period. More information about Remembrance Sunday 
can be found at-  
http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/remembrance/the-nation-remembers/remembrance-sunday 

http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/remembrance/the-nation-remembers/remembrance-sunday
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95th Anniversary Commemoration of the Battle of the Somme 

1st of July 1916 – 1st of July 2011, 08.30am at the Haughton War Memorial 
 

There were no members of the Public or members from Haughton Parish Council who attended this 
commemoration. 

 

95th Anniversary Commemoration of the Battle of the Somme 
1st of July 1916 – 1st of July 2011, 09.30am at the Norbury War Memorial 

 
The War Memorial is a beautiful little outside memorial found in the quiet village of Norbury. 
Many people in this area were employed in the near by Norbury Junction which in the 19th 
Century was the Shropshire Union canal‟s busiest period in history. Norbury lost a large 
amount of men from such a small area and this would have no doubt affected the areas 
businesses. Norbury Junction has a cafe and a Public House and shops. This area is well 
worth a visit if you are in this part of Staffordshire. 
 
By the War Memorial in Norbury 

 
Present- Mr Bob Lacey (Chairman of Gnosall & District Branch), Branch Standard Bearer, Cllr Mrs 
Andrea Evans (Chairman of Norbury Parish Council), Mrs Bailey. 
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Many of our communities deceased Servicemen are buried in overseas graveyards. However 
there are some War Graves Commission Graves that can be found in our local graveyards.  
 

War Graves Commission Graves in our area- 

1. Two graves in Christchurch Graveyard, Knightley. 
2. Two graves in St Mathew‟s Church Graveyard, Derrington. 
3. Two graves in St Editha‟s Church Graveyard, Church Eaton. 
4. Three graves in All Saint‟s Graveyard, Forton. 
Just to name a few! 
 

More information can be found at- http://www.cwgc.org/ 

Regarding the work of the War Graves Commission. 
 
For information regarding the location of graves can be found at- 
http://www.cwgc.org/debt_of_honour.asp 
 

Branch Summer BBQ 2011 
This year‟s annual Summer BBQ took place in and at the back of the Grosvenor Centre, High 

Street, Gnosall. In an attempt to promote the Branch within the local and surrounding 
communities several organisations were invited to set up stands at the event. This event 
was advertised using the local newspapers, local newsletter, websites, village notice boards 
and leaflet drops. The pictures below were just after the stalls set up at the start. 
 

           
 

The picture above shows the Royal British Legion (Stafford Branch) stand, Telford Solar Ltd, 
Royal Air Force recruiting stand and Workin Togs. 

 

http://www.cwgc.org/
http://www.cwgc.org/debt_of_honour.asp
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The picture above shows a view down the centre of the two isles of stalls. 
 

 
 

The picture above shows the bouncy castle, Gastronomy stall and the raffle prize stall. 
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75th Anniversary Pennant dedication  

And the  

Songs of Praise service 
 

The Pennant dedication took place on Sunday the 10th of July within the Songs of Praise 
service, by kind permission of the Festival Working Group, Gnosall Parish Council and 
Reverend Mark Bridgen and all the staff of St Lawrence Church, but most of all to those 
people who came and supported this service. This service was mainly to start the Gnosall 
Festival 2011 week off. The Gnosall & District Branch was able to have their Pennant service 
after agreement from the Branch Committee and the support of the above. Without this 

joint service our Branch would have needed to have a separate service which in such a busy 
year as 2011 may not have been possible. Once again thank you to you all. 
 

Dates for your diary for other Royal British Legion events 
 
6th of August 2011- Biennial Newmarket Raceday 
Our very popular biennial day at the races will once again take 
place at Newmarket Racecourse - it will be our sixth visit and 
it has never yet rained on us. Have a day at the races, with a 
parade of Legion Standards, bands and many stalls to enjoy. 
Discounted tickets will be available from the Racecourse 
directly for Legion members and supporters but if you want to 
make   this a special day, with drinks, lunch and tea in our 
Gala Marquee, do call us early to reserve a place - or even a 

whole table! For more information please contact General 
enquiries: Teresa Greener, Telephone: 020 3207 2275 Email: tgreener@britishlegion.org.uk 

For the Gala Lunch at this event please contact Rebecca Pride, Telephone: 020 3207 
2272 Email: rpride@britishlegion.org.uk 

12th of August 2011- Devon County Golf Day 
The Royal British Legion is celebrating its 90th Anniversary in 2011 and Devon County are 
holding a special golf competition on Friday the 12th of August 2011. This competition will 
bring together members of the Armed Forces past and present, businessmen and women 
and enthusiastic golfers to support the Legion whilst playing over this majestic parkland 
course set in 88 acres of beautiful Devon countryside. The event is open to all golfers. 
Holsworthy Members £10, non-members £15. Nearest the pin on four par-3s; Longest drive 
and 2's Club. Prizes for over 60, and over 70. Excellent food available throughout the day. 
Tee times from 9am to 2pm, the venue is at the Holsworthy Golf Club, Killatree, Holsworthy, 
Devon. For more information please contact Mr Martin Heslip Telephone: 07790 084 327 M: 
01409 255 718 Email: golf.56@live.co.uk 
 
 
 

mailto:tgreener@britishlegion.org.uk
mailto:rpride@britishlegion.org.uk
mailto:golf.56@live.co.uk
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Go for a walk for the Poppy Appeal 
Honour Walks are a fun new way to raise money for former and current Service people. 
Whether you walk around the local park or up a mountain, you can help The Royal British 
Legion raise £100,000 to go towards projects such as: 

 Our Battle Back Centre, a new facility for enhancing the recovery of wounded, 
injured and sick Service personnel; and 

 Personnel Recovery Centres providing accommodation and help with rehabilitation 
and recovery. 

Many of our troops serving in Afghanistan are very young, and the horrific injuries and 
mental trauma that some suffer can last the rest of their lives. They and their families will 
need a lifetime of care and support and the money you raise will enable us to be there for 

them now and for the rest of their lives. If you'd like to organise a walk and would like some 
more information, you can email the team at honourwalk@britishlegion.org.uk or please 
contact The Royal British Legion, 199 Borough High St, London SE1 1AA. Telephone 020 
3207 2100. 
 

North Staffordshire 90th Anniversary Celebrations 
The new date for the County‟s 90th Celebrations is October 2nd, Armed Forces Day on the 
Uttoxeter Racecourse fixture list. The County is the first and lead element for the day.  We 
will have 90th Anniversary advertising appearing in all marketing material for the day. 
 
Centre Course - £9 
Grandstand & Paddock £18 
(£15 if booked online in advance) 
Premier £22 

(£19 if booked online in advance) 
 
All members of the Armed forces will receive Premier entrance for £10 on presentation of 
Service ID at the gate. 

 
 

http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/can-we-help/new-initiatives/battle-back-centre
http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/can-we-help/new-initiatives/personnel-recovery-centres-(prc)
mailto:honourwalk@britishlegion.org.uk
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 Events List from the National Memorial Arboretum 
 
The Royal Hampshire Regiment will hold a service to dedicate their new memorial on 
Monday the 1st of August 2011 at 13.00hrs. Those wishing to attend this event should 
contact the Regimental Secretary - Lt Col Colin Bulleid on 01962 863 658 or 
museum@serleshouse.co.uk  
www.serleshouse.co.uk  
 

Care of Police Survivors (COPS) will hold their annual service of Remembrance on 

Sunday the 7th of August 2011 at 11.00am in the Pavilion Marquee. For more 
information please contact Abbie Clark (Office & Events Coordinator) on 0844 893 
2055 or email abbie.clark@ukcops.org  
www.ukcops.org     
 
There will be a drive-in and display of classic Wolseley cars from 1930 to 1970 as part 
of national rally weekend on Saturday the 13th of August 2011 at the Millennium 

Avenue, National Memorial Arboretum from 12.00pm to 16.00hrs. This event is free, 
but donations appreciated. Information:  Only pre-registered vehicles will be permitted 
onsite. For more information please contact Graham and Jenny Ryder,  
National Rally Organisers, on 0121 445 1872 or graham@1ryder.freeserve.co.uk or 
www.wolseleyworld.com. 
 
RoadPeace will hold a ceremony of Remembrance for road crash victims on Saturday 

the 13th of August 2011 from 14.00hrs onwards at the Millennium Chapel and 
Roadpeace Wood in the National Memorial Arboretum. This annual gathering will 
remember all those who die on our roads and is open to all. For more information 
please contact Susanna Wright (Charity Coordinator), on 020 7733 1603 or 
susanna.wright@roadpeace.org www.roadpeace.org 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:museum@serleshouse.co.uk
http://www.serleshouse.co.uk/
mailto:admin@ukcops.org
http://www.ukcops.org/
mailto:graham@1ryder.freeserve.co.uk
http://www.wolseleyworld.com/
mailto:susanna.wright@roadpeace.org
http://www.roadpeace.org/
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On the 15th of August 2011 Maria Whatton, an award-winning professional storyteller, 
will be opening a Story Circle at the Arboretum. This is a space where once a month 
participants can tell stories, myths, legends, folk tales from life. The group is open to 
those who want to tell stories as much as to those who want to listen to them - no 

obligation to speak, just come along and listen. Maria is an experienced workshop 
leader and trainer who will be guiding the group with sensitivity and respect as well as 
sharing traditional tales from the past.  Her CD 'The Ribbon Maiden and other 
traditional tales' is available from the Arboretum's gift shop. This event will start at 
12.00 to 13.00hrs in the Millennium Chapel, National Memorial Arboretum, admission 
is free, but donations appreciated. For more information please telephone 01283 792 
333 or info@thenma.org.uk 

  

On Monday the 15th of August 2011, the Malayan Volunteers Group will hold a service 
of remembrance for victory over Japan on the 15th of August 1945 and to remember 
those who suffered. This event will take place at the Malayan Volunteers memorial, 
National Memorial Arboretum starting at 12.00pm. For more information please 
contact Rosemary Fell (Secretary) on 01297 33045 or dinaf-millbrook@tiscali.co.uk  
www.malayanvolunteersgroup.org.uk 
 
Exploration of the memorials associated with the police force and surrounding area led 
by guide, Jante Phillips on the 1th of August 2011 starting at 13.30hrs by the Polar 
Bear memorial, National Memorial Arboretum. There is no fixed charge, but minimum 
donation of £2.50 per person would be appreciated. 
 

Activities and walks for children and young persons aged 8 to 14, led by Richard 
Thorpe, Arboretum's Volunteer Wildlife Officer on the 20th of August 2011. Always 
great fun and lots to discover! Butterflies, damselflies and dragonflies – learn all about 
these wonderful insects. Starting at 14.00hrs to 16.00hrs in the Education Room, 
Visitor Centre, National Memorial Arboretum. Admission is £1.00 per child. Places are 
limited so booking is essential and priority will be given to existing members. 
Appropriate clothing and footwear required for outdoor activities. Parents of interested 
new members should initially contact 01283 792 333 or email info@thenma.org.uk and 
request to be put on the waiting list.  
 
On Tuesday the 30th of August 2011there will be a branch meeting will taking place of 
the National Memorial Arboretum National Branch of The Royal British Legion. All 
welcome to attend and this meeting will start at 19.15hrs in the Rose Room, National 
Memorial Arboretum. For more information please contact Mr Bob Rankin (Branch 

Chairman) on 07921 611280 or rjrankin@britishlegion-nmabranch.org.uk 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:info@thenma.org.uk
mailto:dinaf-millbrook@tiscali.co.uk
http://www.malayanvolunteersgroup.org.uk/
mailto:info@thenma.org.uk
mailto:rjrankin@britishlegion-nmabranch.org.uk
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Regimental Associations 

 
Who can join the Association? 
Anyone who has served in the RASC, the RCT or has been attached to units of the RASC or 
the RCT while serving in the ATS or WRAC. 

 
What can I put into it? 
The benefits of Association membership depend, as always in such organisations, upon the 
contributions made by members in offering friendship, helping others, helping to run 
Branches by joining the committee and being a positive member. If you valued the 
comradeship of your service in the Army and the standards achieved, help to maintain them 
by joining your local Branch. Associate membership may be granted by Branches to people 

who have had long or special connections with either Corps or, in particular, with the 
Association Branch. 
 
What does it cost? 
Membership is very nominal and is well worth the cost 
Annual Membership - £1.00 
Life Membership - £6.00  

For more information please contact- The Controller, RASC & RCT Association, Dettingten 
House, The Princess Royal Barracks, Deepcut, Camberley, Surrey, GU16 6RW.  
Tel: 01252 833391 Ext 5391 (Controller Secretary) 

Poppy Shop 
Using our Poppy Shop is easy.  Just browse our online store and make your purchases.  You 

will be asked to register so return shopping is even quicker - just login and make your 
purchases.  Buying from the Poppy Shop provides funding for The Royal British Legion to 
continue their work  
helping the Armed  
Forces family. 

www.poppyshop.org.uk 
 

 
 
 

  

 

http://www.poppyshop.org.uk/


“Shoulder to Shoulder with all who Serve” 

Royal British Legion’s 90th Anniversary 1921-2011 

 
Registered Charity No 219279 

Published and produced by Paul Boston  
           Views and opinions which may appear in the “Grapevine" are not necessarily the views and opinions of the Royal British Legion. 

 
August 2011 

P
ag

e1
5

 

Support 

 

Poppy Lottery, the Legion‟s weekly lottery, is a major fundraiser which will raise over £4.8 
million this year.  Did you know that staff are eligible and most welcome to enter? The 
weekly lottery has been running for seven years, and was rebranded as the „Poppy Lottery‟ 
in October of 2010. Draws take place every Friday for 100 cash prizes, including a jackpot 
of £2,000.   
  
Entry costs just £1 per week and you can join online www.britishlegion.org.uk/poppylottery  
your lottery number will also be entered into quarterly Superdraws for jackpots of £15,000 
or £25,000. 

  
Lottery Manager Gillian Baxter said: “We‟re on target to raise £4.8 million this financial year 
and its growing:  our target for next year is to raise £6 million. 
  
“We do a lot of activity to promote the lottery to the public, not just direct mail but door 
drops and door step selling, press inserts, online banner advertisements and telemarketing.  

We also man trade stands at large shopping centres and go along to large outdoor events 
and festivals. 
  
“We try to call our First Prize winners each Friday after the draw.  It‟s always nice to deliver 
such good news to someone, especially if they‟ve won one of the big prizes.  Sometimes it‟s 
a job to convince them it‟s not a hoax and that they really have won! 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/poppylottery
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In Association with Our Local Community 

 
If you wish to support the Gnosall & District Branch, The Royal British Legion by 
arranging a function or charity event we would be interested to here from you, 

please email us at the address below, thank you. 

 
If you would like to advertise your business free of charge in future editions of 
this eNewsletter we would be willing to support you in this capacity, thank you. 

 
Other than the telephone details in the “Our Branch” section, you may also wish to 

email us- gnosallrbl@btinternet.com 

 

Poppy Collectors needed for November 

2011 
If you feel you can door to door collect for The 

Royal British Legion please contact us 

 
 
 

“SERVICE NOT SELF” 

 

 

mailto:gnosallrbl@btinternet.com
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Kohima Epitaph  

 

“When you go home  

Tell them of us and 

say  

For your tomorrow  

We gave our today”. 
 


