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Membership Newsletter 

#5 – February 2014 

 

Ambassador Survey  
 
Discussions are underway in developing a formal Ambassador role; somebody who 
speaks to schools and outside organisations about the Legion. Within the 
Membership, we already have a large number of members engaged in this activity. To 
gather some statistical evidence about Branch involvement, we are urging members 
to complete the following survey: 
 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/VQQ7XMR  
  
The questionnaire will be on the site until Monday 17 February. It is very important we 
get this data from you and would be extremely grateful for your feedback.  
  
We will use this feedback to help the further development of the Ambassador role and 
the required training programme and materials with the other departments, in 
particular Operations, Fundraising, Volunteering and Learning & Development. 

 

 

 

Membership Council News  

Membership Handbook   
 
A number of branches are reluctant to implement the Handbook because they 
regard the Handbook as guidance and not as mandatory.  The Membership 
Council are keen to reinforce the message that following the Membership 
Handbook is compulsory.  

 

A dedicated external web area has been produced to host a digital copy of the 
handbook. Visit the external web area at:  

www.britishlegion.org.uk/membershiphandbook  

 Username: memhandbook 

Password: TRBLmem£86 

 

 



2

Training Calendar Updated for 2014 
 
Membership Training now receive bids for training on a rolling basis. The 
newsletter calendar will now include dates of courses from the training 
calendar.  Independent Examiner training and updates before 30 June 2014 are 
a priority and more bids are required for this and other training. Some will be 
suggested to fill gaps.  

 

Please keep your training needs under review both as Counties / Districts and 
as individuals and if you have any needs please ask us initially through 
membershiptraining@britishlegion.org.uk  
   

 

E-Voting Pilot Underway 

The Membership council agreed to proposals from the St. James’ Branch and 
the Riders Branch for pilots on e-voting. Theses Branches seek to develop and 
implement secure electronic voting processes and practices that can be utilised 
through National Branch websites. 

The pilots will be conducted in close co-operation with Sandy Davie OBE, Vice-
Chairman of the National Branches District and the IT Department. 

 

 

 

2015 Legion Manifesto Submissions  

The Public Affairs and Public Policy team will shortly be putting together the 
Legion’s 2015 General Election Manifesto.  Aimed at politicians and prospective 
candidates, the document will follow on from our 2010 Manifesto and outline the 
key actions that we would like the next Government to take to improve the 
welfare of serving personnel, past and present, and their families.   

 

The team is now gathering evidence to inform the Legion’s headline policy 
proposals and they would like to hear from you.  What do you feel are the most 
important welfare issues currently facing the Armed Forces community? What 
steps do you think could be taken to address this?   

 

If you have a policy proposal that you would like the team to consider, you are 
encouraged to submit your idea via email to your local County Secretary.  The 
deadline for submissions is Friday 14 March 2014. 

 

For guidance on what sort of proposals the team is looking for, and for further 
information on the selection process, please click here.  Please note that not all 
submissions will be included in the final document. 

 

 

 

Who Do You Think You Are? Live offers discounted tickets 

 
It’s now only a matter of weeks before the eighth annual Who Do You Think You 
Are? Live opens its doors - the show that can help you trace your roots. 
 
Sponsored by Ancestry.co.uk, the world’s largest family history show returns to 
the London Olympia on 20-22 February 2014. Every year, hundreds of 
genealogy experts from the major subscription sites, museums, archives and 
family history societies are on hand to help you uncover your ancestors.  

 

For more information, visit www.whodoyouthinkyouarelive.co.uk where you can 
sign up to their newsletter to receive the very latest show news.  
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To obtain the offer: 
2 tickets for just £26 by quoting RBL2426* when booking 
on  www.whodoyouthinkyouarelive.co.uk or by phoning 0844 873 7330. 
 
*£2.25 transaction fee applies. Offer ends 14 February 2014. Usual on door price is £22 each. 

 

   

 

The Norm: Ordinary Solider, Extraordinary Dad 

On 5 June, Steve Mew is going to attempt to re-trace the footsteps of his 
father’s unit, 940 IWT RE (Inland Water Transport, Royal Engineers) 70 
years after the launch of Operation Overlord. He’s planning on running, 
cycling & kayaking 800 Miles through 5 countries in 14 days!   

 

Steve will be raising money for the Legion and we would like you to show 
your support. To find out more about Steve’s event, please visit his website 

at http://thenorm2014.com/.    

 

 

 

Legion launches survey on Service-related hearing problems 

 
The Legion’s Public Affairs and Public Policy team would really like to hear 
from members who think that their hearing has been damaged by their 
Service in the UK Armed Forces. A lot of you have already been in 
contact, in response to an article in October’s Legion Magazine.  
 
The team have now produced an online survey, and would be very 
grateful if you could spend a few minutes filling it out, or pass it onto 
someone who has Service-related hearing loss or ringing in their ears.  
 
Your answers will remain completely confidential, and will just be analysed 
alongside other respondents’ answers (e.g. to identify patterns and 
trends). You will have the opportunity to provide your contact details at the 
end, but you don’t have to identify yourself if you don’t want to. The results 
will inform the Legion’s political campaigning work.  
 
You can access the survey by clicking here. 

 

 

 

The Queen’s Birthday Parade 2014 
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Details have been released by the Headquarters Household Division for the Queen’s Birthday Parade and reviews. 
Applications for tickets are accepted between 1st January and the end of February, with a ballot held in mid-March. 
 
The Queen’s Birthday parade – 14th June - £30 each 
The Colonel’s Review – 7th June - £10 each 
The Major-General’s Review – 31st May - Free 
 
Individual applicants should write to: Headquarters Household Division, Horse Guards, Whitehall, London, SW1A 2AX 
enclosing a stamped self-addressed envelope. 
 

 

 

Centenary News 

Every Man Remembered website now live 

On 31 January, the Legion launched Every Man Remembered - a 
campaign which aims to individually commemorate the Service men and 
women that were killed during World War One. 

In partnership with the Commonwealth War Graves Commission the 
Legion plans for each of these men and women to be individually 
commemorated by the British public throughout the centenary years 
(2014-2018).  

TV Historian Dan Snow is working with the Legion on this new five year 
project. He is narrating a special five part history for our supporters, taking 
them through the First World War year by year and explaining the key 
events that shaped our future. 

For more information and to watch Dan Snow’s introductory video, visit 
www.everymanremembered.org.  

 

 

CWGC Newsletter now available 

The Commonwealth War Graves Commission newsletter is issued electronically on the first of 
every month.  Containing news, features, interviews and more, it keeps all of our readers up-to-

heredate on the work of the Commission around the world.  To subscribe, please click  or e-

newsletter@cwgc.orgmail  . 
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 Artistic commemoration of the Great War in West Flanders

Gonewest are seeking for support for their Light Front project. On Friday 17 October 
2014, a chain of torches will be lit from Nieuwpoort to Ploegsteert covering a total of 
87.5km of the front line as it existed at the time of the ceasefire in the autumn of 1914.  

Every 10 meters a volunteer will stand with a torch, meaning a total of 8750 volunteers 
are expected to participate in the event. Every municipality over which the Light Front 
runs is providing volunteers but some municipalities are seeking the support of 
organisations like the Royal British Legion. 

To find out more about the event and how you can be involved please visit the website 
here gonewest@west-vlaanderen.be  or e-mail .

 

 

 

‘The Great War: Lest we forget?’ debate 

Members of The Royal British Legion are invited to join the audience for the Leicester Exchanges debate ‘The Great 
War: Lest we forget?’ on Wednesday 19 February 2014.   

 The panel for the event will be:  

•           Adrian Van Klaveren - BBC Centenary Controller 
•           Paul Lay, editor, History Today 
•           Dr Sally Horrocks, University of Leicester 

and the Leicester Exchanges Vice Chancellor, Professor Sir Robert Burgess will be in the chair. There will be a drinks 
reception after the debate. 

In this latest Leicester Exchanges debate, discussions will be focussed on some of the legacies of the Great War that 
are often overlooked, including the impact it had on science and technology, the nation's diet and the role of the state. 

Tickets are free of charge. Visit the website for information on this and other events. For ticket enquiries please 
lexchanges@le.ac.ukcontact . 

 

 

County News 

 

 
The Membership Newsletter can incorporate your local and regional news to be 
included by the County/District Secretary or Membership Administrator. 
 
A guide is available to assist with the addition of news articles in the format above, 
or alternatively you may use this box and image space to give an overview of what 
is happening in your area. Additions can also be made to the calendar below as 
required. 
 
The guide is available on myLegion here. 
 

If you do not wish to add any local news please remove this box as 
instructed in the guide. 

 

Important Dates 
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MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT SUN 

10 FEB 11 12 13 14 15 16 

        Deadline for 
submission of 

Annual 
Conference 

Motions 

    

            

            

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

  

      

            

      

24 25 26 27 28 1 MAR 2 

              

              

              

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

  Collection of 
affiliation Fees 

from BFI paying 
Branches 

Collection of 
affiliation Fees 
from DD paying 

Branches 

    
Branch Management Course, 

Dorset 

      Independent Examiners Course, 
Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire 

      

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

  County 
Chairmen's 

Conference - 
Haig House 

Membership 
Council Meeting 

- Haig House 

  
Independent Examiners Course, 

Wiltshire (TBC) 

  

      

          

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

  County Management Course, 
Shropshire 

    
Branch Management Course, 

Norfolk 

      Branch Treasurers Course, 
Northumbria           

 

 

 

For daily updates about our work visit our Social Media 

sites 
  

 

 
The Royal British Legion, Haig House, 199 Borough High Street, London SE1 1AA | Registered Charity No - 219279 

 
The Royal British Legion is the UK's leading Service charity. We provide practical care, advice and support to serving 

members of the Armed Forces, veterans of all ages and their families. 
www.britishlegion.org.uk 

 

 
Registered Charity Number: 219279.  
This message is confidential. It may also be privileged or otherwise protected by legal rules. 


