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COUNTY WELFARE FUND

GROUP & BRANCH DONATIONS

SINCE 1 JULY 2013

DUNMOW BRANCH £ 200
COGGESHALL BRANCH £ 120
WICKHAM BISHOPS BRANCH £ 1200
CHADWELL St MARY BRANCH £ 227
DANBURY BRANCH £20000
BRENTWOOD BRANCH £ 79
COGGESHALL BRANCH £ 100
KELVEDON BRANCH £ 1000
COPFORD BRANCH £ 250
LITTLE WALTHAM BRANCH £ 900
HARWICH BRANCH £ 500
B GROUP £ 50
BURNHAM BRANCH £ 50
WICKHAM BISHOPS BRANCH £ 500
TAKELY BRANCH £ 500
THAXTED BRANCH £ 150
HEDINGHAMS BRANCH £ 500
SOUTH WOODHAM FERRERS BRANCH £ 300

‘Coming together is a beginning.

Keeping together is progress.

Working together is success.’
(Henry Ford)

COUNTY NOTICES & EVENTS

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
ESSEX COUNTY
NEWSLETTER

BRANCH FUND INITIATIVE 2%

JANUARY

FEBRUARY

2014

POPPY APPEAL
TOTAL FOR ESSEX TO DATE: £1,050,604

NATIONAL TO DATE: £33,443,161

THERE IS A CURRENT NEED FOR NEW PAO’s FOR:

MOUNTNESSING & INGATESTONE
BRENTWOOD

SOUTHMINSTER

IT IS BECOMING INCREAINGLY HARD TO RECRUIT NEW PAO’s
SO ANY HELP FROM BRANCHES AND MEMBERS WILL BE

GRATEFULLY RECEIVED

COUNTY HANDBOOK
The Essex County Handbook is awaiting production but
this cannot happen until the following branches submit
their MS1 Forms:

BR0451 Basildon & Laindon RBL

BR0468 Clavering, Newport & Dist

BR0470 Colchester RBL

BR0491 Hatfield Peverel & Boreham

BR0495 Hockley & Dist RBL

BR0511 Rayleigh RBL

BR0518 Southminster RBL

BR0528 Tilbury RBL

BR0533 Westcliff On Sea RBL

BR0535 Wickford & Dist RBL

In addition, the following branches should also submit their

outstanding accounts

Billericay Wivenhoe

ALAN COOPER

GREAT WAKERING BRANCH

Great Wakering Branch announce with deep regret that
Alan Cooper, their Branch Secretary, passed away on
Tuesday 14th this month, he held the position for 4 years
and has been a committee member for the past 10 years
or more and will be missed by all as a very good friend and
loyal R.B.L member, for those who knew him his funeral
will take place on 29th January at11am at the local Church
and 12 noon at Southend on Sea crematorium.

MAY HE REST IN PEACE

ROSEMARIE SEYMOUR

Eric Seymour and family wish to express their sincere
thanks for the support received prior to and during the
funeral service of Rosemary. The messages of sympathy
received are of great comfort to us and we thank you all.
We are also grateful for the donations received in
Rosemarie’s name.

MAY SHE REST IN PEACE
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MEMBERSHIP HANDBOOK

The new Membership Handbook is now available for
all Branches on a dedicated external web area. This
new digital format ensures that all branches have
access to an up to date version at all times.
Visit the external web area at
www.britishlegion.org.uk/membershiphandbook

Username: memhandbook
Password: TRBLmem£86

MEMBERSHIP CARDS

Please make sure that all cards that are not
renewed are sent back to CDI within the time
frame. Can we suggest that you request an
acknowledgement for the returned cards from
CDI as proof. This can be done by completing the
bottom section of the MS6/12 form that is
included with the cards sent to the Membership
Secretary. The deadline for this is the 31st

January 2014.

ANNUAL CONFERENCE

If your branch wishes to send a delegate to the
Annual Conference on the 17 May you must
ensure that credentials are received in good time.

The application must be submitted to The Annual
Conference Administrator, at Head Office to arrive
no later than 11 April 2014.

An acknowledgement of this application must be
obtained. If an acknowledgement is not received
within 7 days of the application, this must be
queried with Head Office on 020 3207 2343.

The credentials will be sent direct to the
delegate(s). If they are not received by the
delegate(s) by 2 May at the latest this must be
queried by the Branch Secretary with Head Office
on 020 3207 2343

GENERAL INFORMATION

WHO DO YOU THINK YOU ARE?

The world’s largest family history show, based on the
television programme is offering Legion staff and members
discounted tickets.

It’s now only a matter of weeks before the eighth annual Who
Do You Think You Are? Live opens its doors - the show that
can help you trace your routes.

Sponsored by Ancestry.co.uk, the world’s largest family
history show returns to the London Olympia on 20-22
February 2014. Every year, hundreds of genealogy experts
from the major subscription sites, museums, archives and
family history societies are on hand to help you uncover your
ancestors.

As well as the vast array of specialist exhibitors, outstanding
workshop programme covering every subject imaginable in
genealogy and dedicated experts in identifying photographs
and military memorabilia, there are plenty of new features at
the 2014 show. These include an entire workshop programme
dedicated to the commemoration of the centenary of World
War I, a Keynote Workshop with Q & A session taking place
every day and a brand-new Military History Area.

All this in addition to an exciting new celebrity line-up.
Television news presenter and personality, Natasha
Kaplinsky, will be appearing in the Celebrity Theatre on
Thursday 20 February and joined by world famous athlete,
commentator and TV personality, Colin Jackson CBE. Listen
to Colin sharing his experiences and answering your
questions in the Celebrity Theatre on Saturday 22 February.

To add to this impressive line-up, Who Do You Think You
Are? Live’s favourite Heirloom Detective Eric Knowles will be
returning to the show on Friday 21 February and Saturday 22
February. Show newcomer and BBC Antiques Roadshow
expert, Marc Allum, will be taking the role of Heirloom
Detective on Thursday 20 February. Bring your family
heirloom to them and find out more about those very special
artefacts that have been handed down the generations.

For more information: www.whodoyouthinkyouarelive.co.uk
where you can sign up to their newsletter to receive the very
latest show news.

To obtain the offer:

2 tickets for just £26 by quoting RBL2426* when booking on
www.whodoyouthinkyouarelive.co.uk or by phoning 0844 873
7330.

*£2.25 transaction fee applies. Offer ends 14 February 2014.
Usual on door price is £22 each.

NOTE
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COUNTY APPOINTMENTS, NOTICES & EVENTS

GAIN NEW SKILLS, REFRESH YOUR KNOWLEDGE AND

ENCOURAGE OTHERS

We have a comprehensive training programme and would be delighted to welcome officers and members on to any of the
courses below that are of interest and appropriate.

Please share this information with fellow officers and branch members and do encourage them to consider training.

Training is optional though we would like to encourage training across Essex to help support you in your various roles or help
prepare for roles you may wish to play in the future.

Course Name Duration Duration
Branch Management Aimed at serving or prospective branch officers or

committee members
Two days

Branch Management Workshop A refresher for all officers and committee members One day

Branch Treasurers Aimed at serving or prospective branch treasurers. Two days

Branch Treasurers Workshop A refresher for all treasurers One day

Independent Examiners For experienced and trained treasurers who wish to
become an Independent Examiner.

Two days

Independent Examiners Refresher A refreshers for all IE’s One day

We would like to be able to run some courses locally if interest is high enough and in addition there are courses scheduled
periodically within the region or at Haig House. Generally, expenses for travel are met by the Legion unless otherwise stated.
To register your interest please email countysecretaryessex@britishlegion.org.uk

Once we have an understanding of the level of interest we will be in touch with further details.
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‘C’ GROUP STANDARDS

EVENTS & HAPPENINGS

BRITISH LEGION CAROL SERVICE

FELSTED PARISH CHURCH

SUNDAY 8th DECEMBER 2013

A congregation of over 300 that attended a lively C Group Essex
County Royal British Legion Carol Service at the Church of The
Holy Cross Felsted on Sunday 8th December. This annual Service,
which started at 3.00 pm, featured the Army Wives Choir from
Carver Barracks, supported by the Felsted Church Choir and
Bardfield Brass Band.

A large number of dignitaries were present at the Service including
Lord Petre, HM Lord Lieutenant of Essex, Mrs Julia Abel Smith, the
High Sheriff of Essex and Mr Phil Milne, the Mayor of Dunmow.
Cadets from Essex SCC, ACF, ATC and Felsted CCF also took
part in the Service. Proceeds from the collection were donated to
Essex County RBL Welfare Fund.

FINCHINGFIELD & DISTRICT

BRANCH

The Branch held its AGM at the Guildhall on the 26th November
last. 10 members and 5 guests attended
The meeting was preceded by a wine and a light buffet given in
appreciation of all who had contributed to the collection of funds
for the Remembrance Day Poppy Appeal.

The current Committee were re-elected and in a brief statement
Chairman, Colonel (Rtd) Ian Paterson OBE TD added his thanks
to all who support the Legion in its objectives. In particular he
mentioned The Reverent Colin Wilson who had donated the
collection for the Sunday Remembrance Service to the Poppy
Appeal.

Among the guests was local resident Major Adrian Grinonneau of
The Royal Anglian Regiment who presented the Branch with a
cheque for £240 for their funds. The money had been collected
by HQ Staff of Task Force Herrick operating in Helmand Province
during his latest tour of duty in Afghanistan. The donation was a
moving reminder that our servicemen retained both their humour
and humanity whilst ‘in harm’s way. ’.Colonel Paterson thanked
Major Grinonneau and assured him that the funds would be put
to good use by the Branch.

‘C’ GROUP STANDARDS

ENTRY OF THE STANDARDS

THE COUNTY PATRON, LORD PETRE AND THE HIGH SHERIFF

OF ESSEX Mrs JULIA ABEL SMITH

TOLLESBURY BRANCH

POPPY APPEAL AWARDS
The following Poppy Appeal Awards were presented by the
Tollesbury Branch Chairman at the Branch meeting on 2nd January
2014:

5 year Certificate of Appreciation - Mrs Ann Clover
10 year Certificate of Appreciation- Mr David Colthorpe

15 year Brooch - Mrs Norma Burmby and Mrs Ann Shakespeare
15 year Tie Tack - Mr John Shakespeare and Mr James Burmby

20 year Badge - Mr David Webb

Some of the recipients receiving their awards
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LIVERMORE TROPHY
CHELMSFORD BRANCH

FROM THE COUNTY CHAIRMAN – MELVIN J B SWANN

As we proceed further into 2014 and are looking at arrangements for the 2015 Conference to be held on Saturday
January 10th at a new venue, Keene Hall in Galleywood, it is perhaps time to review our last Conference.

When I see that our Secretary's report shows we now have only 11 members short of 14,000 yet only a total of 106
persons, including visitors, attended that Conference I cannot help but wonder is it all worth it?

27 Delegates representing 21 Branches from a total of 75 Branches in the County! What are we doing wrong or is it
just apathy? Come on Groups let us drum up a little more enthusiasm for the next conference plus of course increase
your Branch attendance at Group meetings.

At the next Conference, there will be a Buffet available to all for a nominal charge so no need to go straight home at the
conclusion of this once a year get together, stay and have a chat, let us express Camaraderie with our actions not just
words!

TRITTON TROPHY
BROOMFIELD BRANCH

TOBY BRACE TROPHY &
NIGEL BIRD SHIELD
DEBDEN BRANCH

THE MARSHALL’S CANE
MIKE SABAN

JUSTIN LEWIS SHIELD
GREAT WALTHAM BRANCH

YELDHAM BRANCH CUP
TILBURY BRANCH

THE MARSHALL’S CANE
MIKE SABAN

COUNTY CONFERENCE - 2014
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MORE FROM THE COUNTY CONFERENCE

McMASTER TROPHY
AND 2014 STANDARD BEARER

NORMAN WOOD MBE

COUNTY PRESIDENT MAJOR
DAVID SWANN RECEIVING
CONGRATULATIONS FROM

BRIGADIER MALCOLM
RATCLIFFE DL ON HANDING

OVER THE PRESIDENTS
JEWEL

THE OUTGOING COUNTY
PRESIDENT WITH HIS
CERTIFICATE OF LIFE

MEMBERSHIP
WELL DONE MALCOM!

THE NATIONAL VICE-
CHAIRMAN, TERRY WHITTLES,
EXCHANGING A FEW WORDS
WITH OUR IMMEDIATE PAST

PRESIDENT!

The newsletter is edited by the County Treasurer –who
may be contacted on any matter concerning this
and future newsletters including suggestions for
improvement, layout, or what have you! You may
send contributions for inclusion in the newsletter
direct to the Email address shown below. It would
be helpful if all contributions are Ariel 9 point font.
bryan.emery@btinternet.com Please always make
your subject on an email ‘NEWSLETTER’.
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STUDENTS GO MAD FOR LUKE

POLLEY’S BLINGED UP’ POPPIES

Year 8 pupil, Luke Polley from Fitzwimarc School Rayleigh wanted to
buy his mum one of the fancy Kleshna poppies seen on programmes
such as The X Factor, but when he looked online realised they were
very expensive and beyond the pocket money of a 12 year old. So
Luke decided to make his own and spent months during the summer
putting glitter and jewels on our ordinary paper poppies.

Luke took the Poppies into school and to his surprise his fellow
students couldn’t buy them quick enough. Luke raised a staggering
£1301.71 during the Poppy Appeal.

I went to meet Luke to thank him for all his wonderful efforts and he
talked about his plans for 2014, when his sister is due to start at
Fitzwimarc, with new designs and a bigger fundraising target.

Thank you Luke you are a Poppy superstar…….

Tracey Hall
Community Fundraiser Essex

BRANCH OFFICERS – GENERAL
MANAGEMENT

BRANCH OFFICERS KNOW YOUR GOVERNANCE -
Officers of the Branch should be aware of their responsibilities
in the Governance of the Branch. The MEMBERSHIP
HANDBOOK provides the information required and it is
advised that the Part 4 – Branch Management should be
read by all Officers of the Branch.

The County Secretary will assist where and whenever
possible to help Branches with Governance and
administrative issues. Uncertain on what you can do at
Branch level why not attend a Branch Management
Training Seminar. Please register your interest with the
County Secretary.

D GROUP CAROL CONCERT

Due to poor support of past years, the idea of a concert
instead of a church service was suggested, some frowned
upon the idea but after considerable debate, the majority
agreed to give it a try for 2013. It turned out to be a roaring
success with everyone joining in with singing carols from
song sheets provided to the music of the Chelmsford Silver
Band. The afternoon was rounded off with sausage rolls,
mince pies and mulled wine. A very worthy experiment.

Arrival of the
Mayor and
Mayoress,

being greeted
by the County
Vice-President

and Harry
Hudson, D

Group
Chairman

General views of the service

County Chairman, Melvin Swann reads the word


