
I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E  

2 Remembrance Service 2013 

3 Remembrance cont & 

Duchess of Richmond’s Ball 

4 Torch of Remembrance & 

RBL Christmas Celebrations  

5 Albert Bove Eulogy   

6 AGM Report 

7 Calendar of Events 2014 

8 New Year Message from our 

chairman Ed Cutting 

 

 

Newsletter Date 
Volume 1 Issue 1 

Thanks for Your Increased Support for the Poppy Appeal 

NEWSLETTER JANUARY 2014 

www.britishlegion.be 

10 new locations were added to the                                                   
2013 Appeal which led to a total of               
119 collecting tins and poppy boxes             
distributed to 64 locations in and                                                    
around Brussels, Waterloo,                                                              
Braine l'Alleud, Nivelles,                     
Rhode St Genèse, Ghent and Liège.  

Of additional note – a total of                   
35 wreaths were ordered for various           
Remembrancetide commemorations,                                                   
and a substantial order for 1,000 poppies             
was received from the town of Mons.  

The Branch remains extremely grateful                                                 
for the support that it receives from                                                 
shops, businesses, offices, schools and                                       
community groups when it comes to its                                             
Annual Poppy Appeal. 

Despite having lost 4 very valuable members of the delivery/collection 
team, 5 new people offered their time to the Appeal, although more help 
is always welcome to lessen the delivery and collecting load. 3 of the new 
volunteers hailed from the Scouting Movement. 

RBL Learning Packs have been distributed to all the schools supporting 
the Poppy Appeal, as well as the Youth Movements. 

The 2013 total of generous donations received is €11,548.94, a significant 
increase on 2012! 

Confirmation of their individual contributions to the 2013 total have been 
sent to all locations. 

As ever, many thanks to ALL the volunteer locations, those who delivered 
and collected boxes and, of course, to all those who bought a poppy and 
wore it with pride. Lest we forget. 

Ann Morley, our Poppy Appeal Coordinator, reports on the 2013 Appeal 

Ann Morley with David Lees fundraising at 
the British Ambassador’s Residence, 
Brussels. © Alan Puplett 

 

This is one of the 1st WW1 centenary events of 2014. The RBL is not 
associated with the Brussels Police Band, although our poppies are 
portrayed on their flyer. But I am sure you will have a good time! It 
will be held 8th Feb at 19:30 Auditorium J. Brel, 1 Emiel Greysonlaan, 
1070 Brussels/Anderlecht. Reservation www.BRUPB.BE 0473 88 82 59/ 
0486 03 52 92. 
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Remembrance Service 2013  
Held on Sunday 10th November at Pro-Cathedral Holy Trinity 

Beavers proudly carry their 
standard © Alan Puplett 

In November every year the RBL Brussels Branch has two very 
important occasions in its calendar. The Poppy Appeal starts at the 
beginning of the month and our very popular Remembrance Service 
takes place on the nearest Sunday to Remembrance Day on the 11th. 
This year it fell on Sunday 10th and was held, as every year, in the 
beautiful Pro-Cathedral Holy Trinity built in the 1880s. 
As in past years, the RBL encourages the young to join and 
participate in the Act of Remembrance. We are indebted to the 1st 
Brussels Beavers, Cubs, Guides, Scouts and Explorers who not only 
had a prominent role in the service but also helped with the 
organisation of the social get-together/lunch afterwards. 
Our local Patron, H.E. Mr Jonathan Brenton, British Ambassador to 
Belgium, was as ever in attendance, along with his young son.  
 
The Service was conducted by Canon Dr Robert Innes (Chancellor of 
Holy Trinity and Chaplain to H.M. The Queen).  
There followed the Reading (2 Samuel 18:31-19:2) delivered by Rear 
Admiral Bruce Williams, Deputy Director General of the European 
Union Military Staff. 
 
The standards were presented on behalf of the RBL Brussels Branch 
by Freddy Roiseux, the Royal Air Forces Association (RAFA) Belgian 
Branch by Jean-Pierre Blanckaert, and the youth movements from 
around Brussels. 
 
RBL Hon Secretary, Andrée Ferrant, gave the names of RBL & RAFA 
members who had sadly passed away since the last Remembrance 
Service, to the backdrop presentation of their photographs. 
This was followed by a reading of “For the Fallen” (Laurence Binyon) 
given by Brigadier Andrew Fisher, President of the RBL Brussels 
Branch. 
 
The beginning of a 2 minute silence was signalled with “The Last 
Post” and ended with “The Rouse” played exquisitely by Alain Van 
Zandycke. Other music was played on the organ by Heather 
Charlton. 
 
Samuel Cofner of the 1st Brussels Griffin Scouts gave the Old 
Testament reading Isaiah 2:2-5. The New Testament reading 
Matthew 5:1-2 by Ambassador Jonathon Brenton, then followed. 
 
Wreaths or Poppy Crosses were laid by:- 
H.E. Mr Jonathan Brenton, British Ambassador to Belgium, 
Rear Admiral Bruce Williams, Deputy Director General of the 
European Union Military Staff, 
H.E. Mr Duncan Lewis, Australian Ambassador to Belgium, 
Mrs Andrée Dumon, President of Comète Line Belgium, 
Group Captain Dick Whittingham, Chairman Royal Air Forces 
Association Belgian Branch, 
Brigadier Andrew Fisher, President of the RBL Brussels Branch, 
Mr David Dewar, Second Secretary New Zealand Embassy, and 
Brussels Youth Movements. 
The service was concluded by the National Anthems of both the UK 
and Belgium. 
 
 

 

The Standards being presented © Alan Puplett 

The service as always was well 

attended © Alan Puplett 
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The “Red Coats” Society, 145 Bld de Smet Naeyer, 1090 Brussels:   
Conference on a British Military theme 1st Tuesday of each month (ex. July & August) – 19:45 

Remembrance Service 2013  
 
At the social get together/lunch, which was organised directly after 
the service in the on-site church hall, it was a time to chat and 
socialise with new and old friends. Everyone is welcome. 
The raffle raised €195 for RBL funds. Thanks must also go to the 
organisers of the raffle and aforementioned service: 
Ann Morley RBL Poppy Appeal 
for organising the raffle; 
Alan Puplett for selling the                                                  tickets 
tickets and holding the draw;                                                   those 
those who gave items for the  
raffle; Paulina Robbins Van Rijn  
RBL Membership Sec for  
admission & payments;  

the 1st Brussels Scouts for laying out the table and chairs;  
Andrée Ferrant, RBL Hon Sec, and finally the RBL Events coordinator 
Ian Youd. And all those who attended and made it their  
Act of Remembrance. 
 

Good wishes from the RBL Brussels Branch  

François Roberti-Lintermans is in the revalidation centre of St Luc. He broke his hip 
a month ago, has had an operation and is now having lots of physio and likely to be 
in hospital until at least the end of January.  If anybody would like to visit him he is 
in Room 244, Institut Albert 1 et Reine Elisabeth, St. Luc. Tel 0475/616871. 

Harry More (Ex Chairman RBL Brussels Branch) is also in St Luc’s suffering from a 
weak heart, although his wife, Denise, will try to have him home soon, so that he 
can be cared for by nursing staff. 

Michael Rose (Ex Vice Chairman RBL Brussels Branch) had been in intensive care at 
the hospital of Béziers for over a week due to a severe pulmonary infection.  He is 
now back home to the loving care of his wife Siodhbhra, but is still very weak. 

 

Held on Sunday 10th November at Pro-Cathedral Holy Trinity 
 

The 1
st
 Brussels  Scouts 

RBL Members and friends socialising after the service. 

Donation for RBL following the Duchess of 
Richmond’s Ball  

Colin Puplett receiving the cheque 

from the British Ambassador 

Jonathan Brenton © Alan Puplett 

RBL Brussels Branch receives a generous donation of €7,000 

The Branch would like to extend its thanks to the BBCA and the                
Duchess of Richmond’s Ball organising committee for the generous 
donation of €7,000. The Ball, held in June 2013, raised over €50,000, 
which was split between worthy causes, including our branch of the 
Royal British Legion. 
 
Colin Puplett, RBL Brussels Branch Welfare Chairman, accepted the 
cheque on behalf of the Branch at the annual Britcham and BBCA 
Christmas reception at the British Ambassador’s Residence in 
December. The RBL Brussels Branch will use this money wisely to help 
those most in need. 
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This Annual ceremony at the Colonne du Congrès in Brussels, on  
behalf of the Commonwealth – Belgian Joint Committee and  
organised by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission,  
was held on Friday 8th November at 11.30. 
This year, H.E. Ms Paula Wilson, Ambassador of New Zealand,  
Air Chief Marshal Sir Joe French KCB CBE, Vice-Chairman of   
the CWGC, and a representative of Mr Pieter De Crem, Belgian  
Minister of Defence, laid a wreath at the tomb of the Unknown  
Soldier on behalf of the Committee. The military band  
played “Aux Champs”. 
A wreath was also laid by students of the British School in Brussels, and one of the students 
then gave a reading. 
Lt. Col Aviateur Michel Galant, president of the Committee of the Flame, then invited H.E. Ms 
Paula Wilson to relight the Flame of Remembrance following the exhortation by Air Chief 
Marshal Sir Joe French. 
This was followed by the sounding of the “Last Post” and one minute silence. 
“Réveille” was then sounded, followed by the signing of the Golden Book by Ms Wilson and Sir 
Joe French. 
The band then played the National Anthems of Belgium and New Zealand, which was followed 
by the VIP Party saluting the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier and thanking the commandant of 
the Detachment and Chief of the band. 
At the reception directly afterwards at the “Grenadierzaal” Club Prince Albert, Sir Joe French, 
Vice-Chairman of the CWGC, gave a short speech to assembled guests, which included H.E. Mrs 
Denise Campbell Bauer, Ambassador of the United States of America, Ms Katrina Johnson, 
Deputy Head of Mission, British Embassy Brussels, and Ian Hussein, CWGC Director of France 
and Northern Europe. H.E. Ms Paula Wilson, New Zealand Ambassador, then gave the response. 
One of our faithful RBL members, Cdt Fernand Delcourt, aged 93, came all the way from 
Uccle to join this commemoration.   
 

  Commonwealth-Belgian Torch of Remembrance 
 Tomb of the Unknown Soldier 

 Christmas Celebrations by RBL Members 
What would the festive season be without the RBL Christmas Lunch. Nearly 40 RBL members 
and friends had a Very Merry Christmas Lunch together at our regular restaurant “Les 
Rustiques”. It was also a golden opportunity for Christmas Hampers and Christmas cards to be 
distributed to some of our protégés by RBL Welfare.  As always, many thanks to Stonemanor 
for making up the Hampers and all those involved in bringing members who are less mobile 
these days: it is great to see so many smiling faces. Special mention goes to Marc & Helen 
Haywood who came over from the UK to join in. 

Much merriment was had at our Christmas Lunch. © Alan Puplett Both pictures. 

Peter Pallett receives a bottle of wine for his 90
th

 Birthday 

HE Ms Paula Wilson relighting the 
flame of Remembrance © Alan Puplett 



 

THE WIPERS TIMES January 2014 Page 5

This was a man of many talents as well as many names. I knew him as  
Albert, some knew him as Joe, others as John Albert, and according to  
our records he was officially Giovanni Alberto. While Albert was born in  
the UK, clearly his official name shows the Italian origins of his parents.  
Albert was very close to his family and it is with some sadness that it is  
noted that his brother Dominic and wife Elsie were not able to attend                                    
Albert’s funeral. However, some of his UK relatives were in attendance                                        
for his funeral.  
Albert grew up in the north of England in the 1920s and ‘30s. These were hard times and no doubt 
some of the lessons learnt gave him an edge when, in 1939, he was conscripted into the Durham 
Light Infantry. He long complained that conscription was for six months but that he spent seven 
years in the British Army. 
In 1940, Albert found himself in Poperinge in Flanders as part of the British Expeditionary Force 
when, in early May, the German army invaded Belgium. The rapid advance of the Germans led to 
the long perilous retreat to Dunkirk. Albert recalled how he and a pal commandeered a motorcycle 
and, after some time, arrived at Dunkirk. He worked on the Dunkirk beach as a stretcher bearer in 
what was later called the greatest rescue operation in history. Fortunately, he embarked on a tug 
boat and landed safely back in Blighty. He was still only 21. 
Albert returned to the shores of France in June 1944 as part of the Normandy campaign. He had 
been transferred to the Royal Artillery, fighting with the Guards Armoured Division. He was 
engaged in the Battle of the Falaise and eventually took part in the liberation of Brussels on 3rd  
September 1944.  
It was during the celebrations which followed the liberation of Brussels that Albert sealed his 
future by meeting Octavie Jacobs, the teenage daughter of a Brussels restaurant owner.  
It must have been love at first sight – as Albert and the battle front moved north towards Holland, 
Albert used all the powers of persuasion that he could muster to visit Octavie. When the war at last 
ended and Albert was demobbed, he returned to Brussels to marry the love of his life in 1946.  
Upon marrying Octavie, Albert entered the family restaurant. Certainly, all the time that I knew 
him he showed every sign of liking his food, even when some things like cream cakes were not 
recommended for somebody with diabetes.  
Albert and Octavie’s association with the British Legion goes back many years. Both of them were 
active in many events organised by the Brussels Branch over this period. During the time that I have 
been a member of the Branch, I saw the gradual deterioration in Albert’s health and the increasing 
time that Octavie devoted to caring for him. Octavie also helped with the Poppy Appeal at the 
annual Remembrance Service at Holy Trinity in central Brussels.  
As Albert’s health  worsened, their son Raymond would bring them both to the Branch monthly 
lunch at Les Rustiques, but as Albert became more housebound this was not possible. Brenda and I 
would visit them in their apartment in Jette when we would always be most warmly welcomed.  
Albert was a man with a big heart, friendly, generous and welcoming. He was one of the last, if not 
the last, Brussels Branch member who was a veteran of both Dunkirk and Normandy. He will be 
greatly missed.  
We will Remember Him.  
Contributed by Colin Puplett  
 

A Tribute to Albert / Joe / John Albert / Giovanni Alberto Bove 
 Veteran of the Dunkirk evacuation 

and of the Normandy landings 
22 August 1919 to 24 November 2013 

Musée Royal de l’Armée, Brussels:  
Conference on a military theme 3rd Wednesday of each month (ex. July & August) at 20:00 
www.klm-mra.be 

Giovanni Alberto Bove  1919-2013  

© Colin Puplett          
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Have you a relative or friend that YOU would like to be a 
member of the Royal British Legion and join you in our 

events? 
  

 Please contact Paulina Robbins van Rijn, the Membership Secretary, on 02 375 2320 or 
e-mail membership@britishlegion.be for details. 

 

The membership subscription is only €20 for the year and makes a marvellous present, and you don’t need 
to be ex military to join.  

 

Andreé Ferrant, branch Secretary 

The Annual General Meeting took place on 21st October 2013 at the offices of                                  
FULCRA in Avenue de Tervuren.  Members present were welcomed by the President,                        
Brigadier Andrew Fisher, who chaired the AGM and started with the Exhortation                            
followed by the announcement of the members sadly deceased during the year.  
Andrew Fisher thanked all members for their excellent work during the year and, in                      
particular, all those who participated to the success of the Poppy Appeal. 
  
The Chairman, Ed Cutting, presented his yearly report, pointing out the                                         
important events organised by the RBL this year, amongst which was the very successful farewell lunch 
and presentation of the RBL Gold Badge for Michael Rose.  As for the future plans, we need to respond to 
the needs of the members with special projects, such as the World War I commemorations in 2014, and to 
this end Jean-Pierre Pede will be coordinator.  We also need to recruit relevant members and, in 
particular, younger members via the RBL website and Facebook page.  Ed Cutting thanked everyone for 
their contribution over the past year. We have a good committee that works well together. 
   
The Welfare Report was presented by Rosemary Pallett in the absence of Brenda and Colin Puplett. The 
President thanked Brenda and Colin for their continuous and generous efforts. All the events organised in 
2013 were successful and well attended thanks to the added efforts of Andrée Ferrant and latterly Ian 
Youd’s involvement, and in particular for the organisation of the very popular monthly lunches at “Les 
Rustiques” (2nd Monday each month) and the very enjoyable twice yearly, joint RBL-BCF-Wednesday club 
lunches.  RBL veterans and members really appreciate these social gatherings. 
 
Prior to the AGM, each committee member had sent a short report on their area of activity, and the 
points to be noted were: 

- Membership remains stable thanks to the excellent work of Paulina Robbins van Rijn (who sadly 

will leave us this year). Very new and totally thrilling is the fact that sons and daughters of 

deceased or elderly members have joined the RBL and are coming to our events. (This is another 

bonus of the monthly lunch.) 

- The financial situation is very healthy and in good hands with Paul Boorman. 

- The Poppy Appeal Campaign in 2013 had a good start (and better finish! A substantial increase 

over the 2012 total) in particular thanks to Ann Morley, the helpers and the new locations.   

- The Newsletter which comes out 4 times a year and the Facebook page are in the professional 

hands of Alan Puplett who, along with Helen Haywood, from whom he has taken over, has 

increased the profile of our branch and distribution of news to members of our events. The 

webpage is maintained by Greg Ruthven who also produced the excellent Hotton and Evere flyers. 

- We welcome Ian Youd (Events coordinator), Jean-Pierre Pede (WW1 Centenary Coordinator) and 

Jacqueline Daugnaix-Whitfield (Friends of the Fallen) to the committee this year. 

The President closed the meeting with renewed thanks to the Committee and a speech to thank Michael 
Rose and wish him the best for his future in France.  Drinks and nibbles concluded this very positive AGM. 
 

Andreé Ferrant, Branch Secretary, reports on the Meeting of 21nd October 2013 

Report of the RBL Brussels Branch Annual 
General Meeting (AGM) 
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Calendar of Events 2014 
Mon 10th Feb  RBL Branch Lunch 
 12:00 - Les Brasseries Rustiques, Ave du Cimetière de Bruxelles 155,                         

1140 Brussels. Tel: Brenda 02 767 47 26 
 
Mar / Apr Joint RBL / British Charitable Fund / Wednesday Club - Lunch (TBC) 
 
Mon 10th Mar  RBL Branch Lunch 
 
Mon 14th Apr  RBL Branch Lunch 
 
Sun 20th Apr HMS Vindictive Commemoration (TBC) 
 Zeebrugge  

Sun 4th May RBL Hotton & Highland Memorial Commemoration (Battle of the Bulge) & Lunch 

Mon 12th May  RBL Branch Lunch 

Wed 28th May RAFA Remembrance Service at Rebecq. www.rebecq-memorial.eu 

Mon  2nd Jun  RBL Branch (70th D-Day Anniversary) Lunch  

Sat  28th Jun RBL Memorial Day Service & Lunch, Evere. 

Sat 5th Jul RBL Joint Service of Commemoration, Ieper/Ypres (TBC)  

Mon 14th Jul  RBL Branch Lunch 

Mon  4th Aug (a.m) Commemoration of centenary of Belgian  involvement  WW1 at Liège  

Mon  4th Aug (p.m) Commemoration of centenary of British involvement  WW1 at CWGC St Symphorien, 
Mons.  

Sun 17th Aug RAFA Tigelot Remembrance at Jalhay. 63th annual commemoration 
 10:00 – Jalhay / Verviers  
 
Sept / Oct Joint RBL / British Charitable Fund / Wednesday Club - Harvest Lunch (TBC) 

Wed 3rd Sep Commemoration of the 70th Anniversary of the Liberation of Brussels                       

10:00 - Parc des Muses, Ave Brigade Piron, Molenbeek. Brigade Piron memorial 

Mon 8th Sep RBL Branch (Brussels Liberation) Lunch 

October Start of Poppy Appeal 

Mon 13th Oct RBL Branch (Poppy Appeal) Lunch  

Sun 19th Oct Comète Line Reunion, Air Force Chapel, Basilique, Brussels.  

Tue  21st Oct RBL Branch Annual General Meeting (TBC) 
 14:00 – Offices of Fulcra, Ave de Tervuren, 168 

Tues 28th Oct              Commemoration of the 100th Anniversary of the WW1 Battle of Ypres. 

Mon  3rd Nov RBL Branch (Remembrance) Lunch  

Thur  6th Nov Ambassador’s Reception (TBC) 
 18:00 – 20:00 Venue TBA  

Fri  7th Nov Commonwealth Torch of Remembrance – Eternal Flame Rekindled 
 12:00 - Colonne du Congrès, Rue Royale, 1000 Brussels (TBC)                     
                 
Sun  9th Nov Torch of Remembrance – Brought from England to Gare Centrale, Brussels. (TBC) 

Sun  9th Nov RBL Remembrance Sunday Service follow by social get-together. 
 12:00 – Pro-Cathedral Holy Trinity, Brussels  

Sun  9th Nov British Torch of Remembrance – Eternal Flame Rekindled 
 17:00 - Colonne du Congrès, Rue Royale, 1000 Brussels 

Tue  11th Nov Belgian Armistice Day – 11:00 - Colonne du Congrès, Rue Royale, 1000 Brussels 

Mon  8th Dec RBL Branch Christmas Lunch  

 

 

   Join us on 
Facebook – Royal 
British Legion Brussels 
www.facebook.com/p
ages/Royal-British-
Legion-
Brussels/13086664695
0956 
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 It is hard to think that as the New Year 
approached a century ago, most people in the 
West looked forward to 1914 with optimism.  
What happened, not only later that year but to 
be repeated again in 1939, is not something that 
any of us in the present day can imagine. 
We live in a safer world in the West: yes, there 
are terrorist threats, but compared to the 
millions of lives lost, and so much of it on 
Belgian soil, we are indeed the lucky ones. 
And we owe it to those men and women who 
were brave enough to fight for our freedom, and 
some not just once, but in so many cases twice:  
sadly, a generation we are so visibly losing touch 
with.  Each year we lose more friends and thus 
lose touch with these past events. Our thoughts 
are with those who are still grieving. 
We must make sure, that we, the Torchbearers 
of their Remembrance, do our job well and not 
only remember those who died and suffered, but 
ensure as many other people as possible are 
aware that this is what we do.  
Because of them, we can look forward to the 
New Year with hope and in safety.   

Newsletter contributions gratefully received - email the Editor, Alan Puplett rblnewsletterbrussels@gmail.com 

There is an enthusiastic team of committee members 
who are the ones who make the Branch tick. The 
accounts and reporting that goes with it, the Poppy 
Appeal which raised a record amount of cash this 
year, the welfare visits and lunches, membership 
record keeping, communication via newsletter, 
Facebook and the website, the organisation of events 
and the record keeping of all these activities.  All of 
this taking up hours and days of our volunteer 
committee members’ time. Without singling anyone 
out, I would just like to thank each and every one of 
them on behalf of our President, Brigadier Andrew 
Fisher, and all Brussels Branch RBL members for their 
hard work.  

And farewell this year to Michael (latterly Vice 
Chairman) and Siodhbhra Rose to Béziers, France, 
Pierre Campion (Friends of the Fallen) retired, Helen 
(Newsletter) and Marc Haywood to the UK and recent 
news of the upcoming departure of Paulina 
(Membership) and Simon Robbins, also to the UK. You 
will all be welcomed with open arms should you visit 
Brussels. Welcome to Ian Youd (events and formerly 
of the Army Air Corps), as well as Alan Puplett (who 
has taken over Facebook and Newsletter duties).  We 
also welcome onto the committee Jacqueline 
Daugnaix-Whitfield (Friends of the Fallen) and Jean-
Pierre Pede (importantly in a new role as WW1 
Centenary Coordinator and who will take over as 
Membership Secretary when Paulina leaves). 

 We Will Remember Them. 

A busy year ahead for those of us who remain – 

wishing you all a healthy and prosperous 2014. 

 New Year Message  
 From Ed Cutting, RBL Brussels Branch Chairman  
 

 

Condolences from the RBL Brussels Branch  

 

The Brussels Branch would like to extend its condolences to family and friends of: 

� Louise Sieuw on the death of her husband Dirk. 

� John McCormick on the death of his wife Colette Motte. 

� Mrs Ellis’s daughter - Mrs Maes, who was kindly visited by Sheila Cuthbertson on behalf 
of our Branch. 

� Dr Helen Haywood (Ex RBL Newsletter & Facebook editor) on the death of her Father 

 

 
Ed Cutting RBL Brussels Branch Chairman 


