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Newsletter – February 2014 
County Annual Conference 2014 
I was your Branch delegate again at the County Annual Conference at Horncastle on 11 January. It was a very interesting 
meeting in which both the County President and County Chairman pulled no punches in their address to us on Pathway for 
Growth. They both presented a litany of the damage caused by the implementation of this programme, from the premature 
closure of the County office at Wellingore, the redundancy of the most effective welfare team in the country, the shambles of 
acquiring a new, much smaller County office (which we must not refer to as ‘the County Office’!), the reduction of the office 
budget by 75%, the difficulties experienced by the County Secretary in working from home on a lap-top and a mobile 
telephone and even travelling to Derby to print documents,  the reduction of welfare spending to 6% of the previous year’s 
total, and the reduction of welfare cases handled in the East Midlands to fewer even than those Lincolnshire alone used to 
handle. These reforms would need time to settle in and they both hoped that some benefit would eventually emerge from this 
venture. 
Apart from that, it was all pretty humdrum.  John Copeland and Brian Marsden were both re-elected to the County 
Committee, maintaining our strong voice in County administration. The County is in good shape: the Poppy Appeal has 
already reached £713,000 against last year’s total of £722,000, the Poppy Appeal Launch at East Kirkby, the County 
Rededication Service at Saxilby and County Festival of Remembrance at RAF Cranwell were all well supported and 
successful, and membership remains stable, generating a tribute to John Copeland and the team with our mobile display unit. 
There were only two motions proposed this year, both by Stamford. These called again for a greater say by the membership, 
through National Conference, in the governance of the Legion, and for greater transparency in that governance. Both motions 
were approved unanimously, for me to do battle in Torquay next May.  
 
WWI Centenary Commemoration 
Members are aware that I represent the Branch on the community project led by Stamford 
Town Council, with the support of Stamford-based Art Pop-Up, to mark the centenary this 
year of the outbreak of World War 1. The immediate aim is to research how the community 
was involved in and affected by the initial war period, culminating in the creation of 
community event space in the centre of Stamford next July and a commemorative event on 
4 August at the War Memorial, Broad Street. This will be the first stage in a 4 year rolling 
programme which will identify, explore, and record Stamford's WW1 heritage and will 
eventually collate the results into a Commemorative Book as a lasting record of that period. 
We hope that members, and others, will get involved in the event and we are holding 
several roadshows to encourage people to share artefacts, photos, and documents of their 
families’ experiences of the war, as well as their stories to build a clear picture of Stamford 
during the war. The roadshows will take place: 
- in All Saints’ Church at 10.00 – 2.00pm, Saturday, 8 February, and  
- in Stamford Town Hall at 2.00 – 4.00pm on Friday, 14 February,  

at 2.00 – 4.00pm and 6.00 – 8.00pm on Tuesday, 18 February, and            
at 2.00 – 4.00pm and 6.00 – 8.00pm on Friday, 28 February. 

 Bateman’s Auctioneers will also be at the 18 February roadshow – so who knows? 

 

      The Royal British Legion 
             Stamford Branch 

                                            Formed 7 June 1922 
Websites: http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/branches/stamford 

       http://www.facebook.com/RBLStamford                     
www.twitter.com/Stamford_RBL 

 

                Affiliated with     : 2 Squadron (Stamford Detachment), Lincolnshire Army Cadet Force, 2005 
            : 2071 (Stamford) Squadron, Air Training Corps, 2007 
                         Twinned with Isle of Bute Branch, Royal British Legion Scotland, 2009 

 

 

Market Stall 
Our next market stall will be held on Friday 7th March 2014 and we are appealing for Good condition and Excellent quality 
goods to sell. We would like ornaments, pictures diecast models, books, cds  unusal items , household items spools tea 
services. WE DO NOT WANT VIDEOS  as we are unable to sell these 
WE are however looking for volunteers to man/woman the stall and to set up and take down. We will have a rota set up for 
slots of 1 HOUR from 7am until 3pm YOUR BRANCH NEEDS YOU !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!  
 Please contact Brian Savory on 01780 755208 or   brianoutreachuk@talktalk.net 

Found 

The above lapel badge was 
found in the Club room of 
Stamford AFC. Please let me 
know if it is yours - 01780 
757041. I am not likely to 
wear it! 

mailto:srbonde@hotmail.com
http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/branches/stamford
http://www.facebook.com/RBLStamford
http://www.twitter.com/Stamford_RBL
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 Legion Helpline 
The Legion maintains a national welfare 
help-line on 0808 802 8080. It is open 
8am to 8pm, 7 days a week (except 
Christmas Day) and is free from UK 
landlines and main mobile networks. It 
offers advice on the wide range of 
welfare services and benefits which the 
Legion has to offer - war pensions and 
compensation claims, disability, money 
problems, inquest advice, care homes, 
and holiday breaks. It will, when 
necessary, connect the caller to the 
nearest Area welfare office. 
Please bear this number in mind if or 
when you, or another ex-Service veteran 
or dependant, need the Legion’s welfare 
services. 
 

 Age UK Stamford 
Age UK Kesteven have opened an area 
in Stamford Hospital to offer the 
following services to older people and 
their families: 
 - an Activity Club each Wednesday 
from 2 pm to 4 pm; £4 per session; 

 - Day Service and client needs 
assessments from 10 am to 4 pm 
including a hot meal; 

 - Monthly meetings, by appointment, 
with an Advice Officer; 

 - Wheelchair hire service, subject to 
availability; 

 - Free emergency hire of electric 
heaters; 

 - Information hub in the café area of the 
Hospital main entrance. 
 

Insurance, Home Support and other 
services are also available. Further 
details at 01780 753901 or 01529 
302843. 
 

In brief… 
 

Dronten Twinning  
During WWII, many Lancaster and Halifax bombers, flying from 
Lincolnshire bases, were shot down in the area of Dronten, a small town on 
the Zuider Zee opposite Amsterdam. Since then many of the aircraft have 
been and are still being dredged up from the silt. Conscious that so many 
aircrew died in the struggle for their liberty, the citizens of Dronten created 
a memorial to the aircrews, using a damaged propeller from one of the 
aircraft. For many years members of the Air Gunners’ Association have 
visited Dronten to play an honoured role in the town’s liberation and 
Remembrance events on 4 May each year. But their numbers are dwindling 
and the citizens of Dronten are trying to preserve and develop their close 
links with our county through twinning arrangements and visits. 
They are very keen therefore to invite especially Legion members from 

Lincolnshire to their May commemoration events. An illustrated presentation on Dronten will also take place in Edmonds 
Close at 7.30pm, Friday, 21 February. The evening will include tea and coffee and a fish & chip supper, all for £9. The 
Chairman of the Dronten Twinning Association, Mr John Polkinhorne, (01778 561540) would love to meet you. 
 
Joyce Burton 
Many of you were 
aware that our 
member, Joyce 
Burton, had been 
poorly in hospital 
since last 
November and that 
she was waiting to 
find a place in a 
care-home near 
Doncaster near her 
daughter, Susan. 
Dozens of you were 
kind enough to sign 
a Going away card 
for her at our last 
General Meeting – something which pleased and moved her enormously. 
Joyce finally left Stamford for her new home on 28 January, with a richly-
deserved Branch Certificate of Appreciation, and I am sure that we all wish her 
long life and happiness in her new surroundings. Not that we shall lose touch 
with her; she, and Susan, remain members of the Branch and will continue to 
receive our newsletter about our latest antics. In addition, several of us will be 
going to see her again on her 90th birthday on 16 February. 
Meanwhile I must pay tribute to the support and generosity which Joyce has 
always poured into our Branch activities ever since she joined us in 2007. She of 

course gave the Branch 
the Joyce Burton 
Trophy, as well as many 
other facilities, but 
perhaps her greatest 
contribution to us was 
her cheery, willing 
presence whenever we 
needed a volunteer at a 
market stall, welfare 
workshop, on the mobile 
display unit, writing 
letters to the troops, and 
whatever, and to sing ! – 
often when she did not 
feel well. She leaves a 
large hole to fill. 

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING        
1900 hrs, Wednesday, 12 February, Clare Close Community Room           

NEXT BRANCH SOCIAL                  
2000 hrs, Wednesday, 19 February, Stamford AFC Club Room  

 
Laying a wreath to RAF aircrews in May 2013 at 
the damaged Halifax propeller on the Dronten 
Memorial 

Joyce in better days – the Branch barbeque in 2009 

What to do on your hols 

Mac McCard and Ray Beresford present members of 
the RBL Malta GC Branch with a Stamford Branch 
plaque and a ‘reverse’ Poppy clock – just to confuse. 


